
ADOLFH SOHER, A FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE.
to enjoy their dishonest gain have again
been filled and the inheritance of a family

that could 111 epare a loss has been taken
away. The name of an honest man has
gone and the names of the race track
gamblers are still legion. The story that
now adds to the sad many which San
Francisco has heard is a pitiful,one.

Adclph Soher. administrator by suf- |
frage for years past of th^ estate of his j
Af-aA father. Dr. Lewis Soher. now rests
under the stigma that falls upon those
known to be fugitives from justice. Like
many before him. who have been drawn
ir.to the pitfalls of ruin, his future offer-
ed as good as life affords? honor and hon-
orable position in the service of the Gov-
ernment?until he feil a victim to temp-
tation. A few days ago, however?early
thls w»ck? the thought of prison bars ar.d
a life behind them came uppermost, in his
rr.lnd, and. tearing away from the ten-
tacles that hold a gambler to a lif* that
hnp*>s for gain through the medium of
racetracks and their managers, he fled
the city, an embezzler in the cum of $22,- i
El530. Ignorant of his whereabouts and j
heartbroken through her knowledge of j
his peculations. Mrs. Soher, wife of the j
fugitive, paces her rooms in a downtown ;
hotel, the name ard location of which is !
withheld that the unfortunate woman j
may not be made to suffer more through j
the Inquiry of anxious friends ar.d the I
demands of excited heirs and creditors.

Mrs. Soher is the daughter of Ben K.
Thorn, California's oldest Sheriff. For
twenty-r.ine years Mr. Thorn has been in
the service of the people of Calaveraa
County, the old stamping ground of
Joaquln Murietta, the notorious bandit,
and scores of his ilk. No man is better
known in all the West than Mr. Thorn,
ar.d the sorrow that has fallen to his
daughter's lot will be the sorrow of the
mar.y who know the father.

Yielded to Temptation.
Though Sober possessed a strong mind,

not easily yielding to temptation, and one
which for twenty years held him upper-
most in the respect of the Postoffice au-
thoritks by whom he was employed, the
glamor of the racetrack, the hope of sud-
don gain at Tar.foran or Oakland, led him
from a life of honest pursuit, caused him
to forget wife and family and has left
upen him :he brand that follows those of
his kind through life to its end. His
brothers ar.d sisters, heirs with him to the
estate of his- deceased father, will not be
the losers, it is true. A bond of JUS.OX) I
to protect tl.ise interested in the estate
was given Vy Adolph Soher with the |
American Sumy Company of New York
ac guarantors and upon this corporation
the loss will falL

Yesterday afternoon when James R.
Garaiss, residert manager of the corpora-
tion, with offices at 213 Sansome street.
>arred of Soh>r's defalcation he mani-
fested no surprise. "They fall like the
U-ave* of autua-.n." he mused, and then,
like the many learned in finance, sought
his statistics an 1 added that during the
past year S7 per cent of his company's
profits had been squandered at the gam-
bling tables, at the tracks or in similar
ways, and those whom he trusted had
found homes either ia prison or In allea

the story of Solar's crimes as much inter-
est centers.

Victim of Racetrack Gambling.
Ado!ph Soher fell because the passion

for racetrack Rambling laid hold of him
with an irresistible grasp. When he had
placed to his own credit inbank the many
thousands that accrued from the sale of
his late father's property, according- to
the court's order, a vision of great pros-
pective wealth spread before him. and he
beg-an to use the money which he held in
trust. In his own eyes the salary which
he received from the Government was
not only meager beyond description, but
slow in its monthly advent. The racetrack
was tfce means by which Adolph Soher
Fought to build a fortune by sudden bold
jumps.

At the very beginning of the year
Sofcer's dislike for the routine labor of
the postcffice "weighed so heavily upon
his disposition" that he determined to cut
it out of his life, at any rate for the time
being. With the fever of gambling in his
veins, he secured a leave of absence for
three months and then began a daily ¦visi-
tation to the racetrack- His Intention at
first was to play lightly,but loss upon
loss drove him deeper and deeper Into the
mire, from which he could extricate him-
self only by a Correspondingly heavy re-
coupment. From Oakland to Tanforan
and from Tanforan to Oakland he fol-
lowed the horses, rarely missing a race.

A Heavy Bettor.
witha bag fullof money he would cross

the bay or board a train and place big
sums on every race on the card. It was
not long before Soher became a well-
known and familiar figure on the track.

Around town he met all the racetrack
habitues and many other men of sporting
proclivities, Forae of whom borrowe<l
money from him for the same purpose of
amassing wealth by "easy" means. Grant
Israel gave him an I.O. U. for $700, most
of which was placed on a horse that did
not win. And there were others who
helped deplete the 122.000 bank roll that
came from the sale of property that bo-
longed not to him alone but to all of the
heirs of the Soher estate alike.

Soher as a Litigant.
In November of last year Soher first

brought himself into public notice by
causlng a complaint to be registered
against a friend in whose hands he placed
several hundred dollars ostensibly to be
placed on a "straight tip" at the track.
Whether or not the "friend" played the
tip Is not known, but as he "never came
back" Soher decided to prosecute him.
Soher's determination to prosecute, how-
ever, availed him but little, as the friend
Ls still at large.

A month before this proceeding Soher
occupied the unenviable position of plain-
tiff In a unique suit to recover damages,
brought by James King,proprietor of the
Hotel Francisco, Turk and Taylor streets.
Soher refused to pay his rent and King
sued. Soher. in a cross-complaint, said
that the constant demands of the landlord
had affected his wife's heart and had con-
fined her to her bed for a period of six

THE
expose of the gigantic local

ring dealing In coolie citizens
made yesterday by The Call
startled the people of San Fran-
cisco. The outrageous traffic of
making native-born American cit-

izens and voters out of coolies was the
therre of general comment. For nearly
three years the wretched business has
been in prosperous progress, shielded by
the practical secrecy of the Chinese Bu-
reau, which offers no check or hindrance.
Month after month "native sons" have
been admitted, and now after thirty-four
months of service Colonel John P. Jack-
son has to his discredit the astounding
record of having admitted. to a residence
and citizenship 3000 Chinese slaves. Thesu
facts are startling, but they cannot be
controverted, and they tell only one phasy
of the operations of the criminal con-
spiracy to defeat the exclusion act.

The members of the ring were not In
their accustomed haunts yesterday. There
was dullness and inactivity in the Chinese
Bureau, and no coolie laden wagons were
speeding from the Mail dock Into China
town. A lullhad come In the disgraceful
business and the ringsters were tem-
porarily under cover. At the dock of the
Pacific Mall Steamship Company the in-
spectors of the Chinese Bureau resumed
their farcical examinations in the after-
noon." The same simple, absurd routine
cf questioning which was exploited yes-
terday by The Call was the order of the
day, but visitors were not welcome. The
story of the steamer China is to be re-
peated Inanother of the Doric.

"

Some conception of the tremendous
character of the traffic In "native sons"
may be gained from the fact that ' tha
Doric has forty-one on boar.!., The China
had forty-nine, a total of ninety "native
born" coolie citizens arriving and de-
manding admission and citizenship in ten
days. And yet this mill of scoundrels has
been In uninterrupted operation for near-
ly three years. Collector Jackson and the
authorities of the Chinese Bureau insist Continued on Ninth Pa*%

(Continued on Ninth Page.)

tive born dtlaens of the United States,
entitled each to a vote and all the privi-
leges of a citizen.

Collector Jackson insists that the law
gives him the right to do as he has done
Inconnection with Chinese "native sons."
No one has ever disputed the fact, but
Collector Jackson does not add that he
also has the power under the law to do
as he has not done, to refer all "native
born" cases to the courts, where a thor-
ough Investigation made by competent
men can be bad to determine the place
of nativity. Collector Jackson declared
over a year ago that he intended to refer
all "native born" cases to the courts for
determination. He said he knew the dan-
ger of handling them. He probably has
a reason for not doing as he promised.

Inoutlining and characterizing the ring
of Chinese lawyers yesterday the name of
one precious member of the gang was
omitted. Itwas not mentioned because Its
owner bears no relation to that official
circle which gives power and capacity for
fraud. Colonel George H. Pippy. Frank
V. Bell and George A.

-
McGowan have

powerful friends and are deservedly to be
ranked as the leaders In the outrageous
traffic that not onlymenaces the city but
has already injured It. They are-the con-
spirators in chief, but In the odium that
attaches to their wretched business Gas-
ton Straus, the partner of Bell, should
not be forgotten. Straus works among
the Chinese, speaking their language and

a Iying-lnhospital at that. These 600 "na-
tive sons," like the remaining 2400 of Colo-
nel Jackson's other native-born citizens,

all remembered the house they were born
In, the street and 'the number and the
floor. Itis strange that not one of them
should forget this important fact. It
might puzzle some Americans to remem-
ber a similar fact inconnection with-their
own lives, but the Chinese have good
memories and careful parents.

Collector. Jackson has not noticed either
that nearly all of his "native-born" citi-
zens divide their birthplaces among three
houses in Chinatown, one of which Is 913
Dupont street,

"
where Colonel George H.

Plppy's "native son" Lee Woo first saw
the lightofday,but not withhis eyes. The
other two houses are the Globe Hotel, on
the northwest corner of Dupont and Jack-
son streets, and the buildingon the south-
east corner of Commercial and Dupont
streets. It would seem that Chinese did
not breed in any other part of Chinatown.
i IfCollector of the Port Jackson had re-
membered these things ;and associated
with them facts that usually suggest
themselves to intelligent men, the people
of San Francisco would not now be dis-
cussing" the deeply significant fact that In
thirty-four months over. 10,000 Chinese
have forced the barriers of the Exclusion
act, and' that "among them "and the very
dregs of them all, the most degraded la-
borers and debased coolies, are 3000 na-

ithat they are Intelligent men, capable of
conducting their business. Yet they have
been unable to discover anything of un-
usual interest in the startling fact that
the vast majority of the 3000 "native
born" citizens which they have admitted
to San Francisco left this city before June6, ISS2. As men .who know their business
Collector Jackson and the officers of the
Chinese Bureau should know that these
coolie slaves, who are now "native sons,"
say they left before June 6, ISS2, because
after that day the Government has a rec-
ord .of every departing Chinese. Such a
palpable fraud would deceive no one. Yet
the officials are now dealing with over
four score of these same precious "na-
tives," who arrived on the China and the
Doric. *Nearly all of the "natives", on the
China left their "native" land before that
interesting date. IfCollector Jackson no-
ticed nothing strange in the fatal date
the

"
Pippy-Bell-McGowan ring did, and

took advantage of it;

There is another significant fact Incon-
nection with' the Importation of"Chinese
slaves, as -"native sons" that Collector
Jackson probably has not noticed. He will
find by inspecting the records of the Chi-
nese ? bureau

*
that 600 of his native-born

Chinese citizens Rnd voters were born in
a single house in Chinatown, and ItIs not.

CONSTERNATION SEIZES THE
MEMBERS OF THE CHINESE RING
Plot of Local Slave-Dealers to Import Women

as Wives of Merchants.

EMBEZZLED TRUST
FUNDS FOR RACE

TRACK GAMBLING
Adolph Soher Robs His

Father's Heirs to Squan-
der a Fortune on the
Course.

?

Victimof the Gamblers Flees From
the State to Escape Arrest? The
Stolen Money Secured by the
American Surety Company.

THE
race track and its gambling

harpies have added another name to
their long roll of victims and an-
other crime has been added to the
ghastly record which has brought

shame and distress, dishonor and death to
to many cf the people of this city. The
gamblers of the race course have dis-
graced and destroyed another home of
San Francisco. They have sent another
yourg man !r:io f.ight a fugitive from
Justice and from the reproaches of those
he has robbed.

The coffers of the men who invade the
State to prey upon its people and leave it

lands. Five hundred thousand dollars, ne

said, represented the American Surety

Company's loss during the past year
through the embezzlement of its clients
and its name was scarce heard of in the
courts as such a loser. Widber. the trust-
ed Treasurer of this city and county,
¦whose peculations amounted to SIOO.O.X) and
more, was not on his list; neither were
many more whose crimes are of public
knowledge. Still, out of the coffers of his
company those who have been led astray
by the temptations of the track -and the
gaming table have lifted half a million
dollars. In this the moral rests, but in

dealing with them. Bell works at th*
Custom-house, and between the two the
factory of "native sons." "merchants."
"tourists" and "students" la maintained.

Startling as was the expose of The Call
yesterday, it was not the entire story oC
the operations of the audacious and dan-
gerous ring In this city. The favored at-
torneys who enjoy friendship of officiate
and land native sons, merchants, tour-
ists and students have worked with such
remarkable success that the local Chi-
nese slave dealers and some merchants
expected soon to have more work for
them to do. It was to be work in their
own peculiar sphere? the landing of
slaves InSan Francisco. The only differ-
ence was that the slaves were to be
women and not men.

Not long ago the United States Supreme
Court rendered a decision In which it
ruled that the wives of merchants are en-
titled to a landing in this country. This
was the very opportunity for which the
Chinese slave dealers In this country had
been waiting for years. The most rigid
efforts have been made at this port to
exclude Chinese women slaves. The ting
deals in men, not In women, by no vir-
tuous scruples, but simply because It has
been easier to land men than to land
women. Hordes of "merchants" have
been landed and now the Supreme Court

VOLUME LXXXVII-NO. 145. PRICE FIVE CENTS.SAN FRANCISCO, SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 1900.

The San Francisco Call

Ho Vow Promises to
Ask His Government
to Investigate the
Gigantic Frauds Un-
masked by The Call.

THE STARTLING EXPOSE OF THE
LOCAL RING ENGAGED INLAND-
ING THOUSANDS OF COOLIES IN

THIS CITYAND MAKINGAMERICAN
CITIZENS OF THEM CREATED A
SENSATION YESTERDAY. THE PA-
CIFIC MAIL DOCK WAS DESERTED
AND NO COOLIE-LADEN WAGONS
LEFT IT FOR CHINATOWN. THE
SCHEMERS WERE NOT AROUND
THEIR USUAL HAUNTS AND THERE
WAS ALULLIN THE TRADE. AND
NOW UPON THE FIRST EXPOSE
COMES ANOTHER. THE UNITED
STATES SUPREME COURT HAS DE-
CIDED THAT MERCHANTS' WIVES
HAVE A RIGHT TO LAND WITH
THEIR CHINESE HUSBANDS. ON
THE FIRST DAY OF THIS MONTH
THE SLAVE DEALERS OF THIS CITY
SENT AN AGENT TO HONGKONG TO
SECURE A HORDE OF "MERCHANTS'
WIVES.".

*


