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# him in the wardrobe
ir = the impression that
he had jumped overboard to account for
L.s disappearance. He would then have a
better opportunity to land at Vera Cruz
I explained to him that the wardrobe was
so small that he could neither stand erect
nor sit down, but that it was the only
reasonably safe place of hiding, as the
secret would then be known to us only

He agreed to this and sald his motio
was ‘Fortuna audax juvat'

“During the three days we lay off Tam-
plco Diaz was sick with a high fever, the
result of being in the water so long. Za-
mora, the American doctor, who was
really his ald-de-camp, and 1 watched his
door continually and insisted that the
patient was Dr. de la Boza and not the
famous general. We did what we could
to get him well enough to be moved be-
fore we left Tampico.

“At the end of the third day, all the
soldlers having been taken aboard, no-
tice was given that the ship would leave
the following morning. The night was
terribly stormy and the Mexican officer
doing sentry duty in the storm invariably
ran to the lee side for protection when-
ever a gust of wind and rain swept the
decks. I counted the time it took him to
return to his post and declded that It
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was suMmelently long ror Diaz to run from
his room, which was away aft, to mine,
which was adjoining the pllothouse for-
ward. Diaz was strong enough by this
t'me to be up and was dressed in a sult

* of my clothes, which I had carried to him

during the previous day plecemeal. Short-
1y after midnight, having first ascertalned
that ail the officers were either ‘muy ocu-
pado’ or asleep, 1 thrust my hand into
Diaz’'s door and drew him out while the
sentry was running to shelter and we suc-
ceeded in reaching my room unseen.

“l locked him in the closet and went to
find the Amerfcan doctor. He was in the
smoking-recom watching the officers play-
ing monte. I signaled him to follow me
outside and told him that Diaz was hid-
den In a safe place, for him to throw a
life preserver overboard and lle In bed
the next morning till some ome should
diseover the pbsence of the general and
find his clothes in a heap on the floor and
that a life preserver was missing. The
doctor never aszked where Diaz was hid-
den, but obeyed to the letter.

“That night when I retired I took Diaz
from the closet and made him lie on the
bed and rest. At 4 o'clock he insisted

upon returning to his hiding place. I

undressed and went to bed. Scarcely

two hours had elapsed when. the whole :a cigarette. I entered, closed the door.and . thought it.was he. Forbid the under- .
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mAn  sup-
posed to  he
General Diaz had
fumped overboard
with a life preserver,
officers came at once
to my room and wanted to
apeak to me. I told the cabin
poy, who was their epokesman, to

2o put_hrs hand through the windaw, unlock the
¥ door and let the officers in.
atly surprised at the story, and sald I didn't

2 o think the man had
o e - thar I believed he must be hiding somewhere
2 > n the ship. and if they would walt while I

2 ressed I would help them search the ship
haroughly.

word good.

I pretended to be

done anything so rash:

They waited and I made my
There was not a nook or r‘ra:-:.
ny in the hold which I did not make

those officers look Into. When we had
finished they were completely worn out
and satleficd that I had nothing to do with
the escapc of the ‘crazy doctor.’

“It took three days to reach Vera Cruz
end” the greatest difficulty during that
time was to get ereugh food for the pris-
oner in the wardrobe. I had never been
in'the habit of having meals served in my
room, and cofisequently did not dare to do
s0 now. All Diaz got to eat these three
days was what I could slfp into my pock-
et unnoticed at table. Bul starvation was
not the only hardship or'danger to be en-
dured. The soidicrs would run their bay-
onets through the lattice blinds of the
closet to’ see if they -could steal some of
my clothes, and Diaz was in imminent
danger of losing an eyve by the process, the
space being too small to permit dodging
freely. But he never complained or ex-
pressed the least fear or impatience. It
was usually 11 o'clock at night before it
was safe for him to come out of the closet,
and he was thus compelled to stay In a
cramped position for at lerst fifteen hours
without rest. [ kept guard -while he slept
till daybreak, then undressed and went
to bed for an hour before the ship was
astir,

“For dlvers and sundry reasons I knew
that a lady passenger, a Mexicana, knew
that Diaz was hidden in my room. I told
him my suspicion, and he agreed that we
must find out how much she knew and
where she stood. I went to her stateroom
and found her lying in her berth smoking
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closed the window, lockea 1t, drew the of tne
curtain and sat down. After a pause she matter, and
sald, ‘You took your time in coming.” Re- tell them
celving no response she sald, with the that it was
most intense feeling, ‘Do you suppose for not General
one moment that 1 would betray the hero Dlaz at all. You
of my country? No, I would defend him will thus escape

with every drop of blood in my veins.' No
matter what I said in reply to this. It was
a tremendous rellef. She asked me what
she could do, and I told her to remain in
her room for the rest of the journey, and
when she ‘was questioned at Vera Cruz
to say that she was too ill to leave her
berth, and therefore knew nothing of the
whole affair. She swore to this very state-
ment in Vera Cruz, mot once, but twice,

s0 untiring werec the authorities in trying
L

to secure evidence.

“The night Lefore Wwe reached Vera
Cruz the colonel sent for me to come to
his room. After expressing his gratitude
for.the many courtesies-which he and his
men had received, he said he was sorry
that ‘so bright a young man’ should have
chosen to aid and abet the traitor, Gen-
eral Porfirio Diaz, and that i{ I did not tell
him where the rebel was hiding I would
surely be shot. He first tried to rouse my
self-interest, and falling then made an ap-
peal In the interest of humanity, saying
that in the civil war which was sure to
follow the escape of Diaz thousands of
innocent lives would be sacrificed. At the
conclusion of this speech he asked wheth-
er the man was really General Diaz or the
‘crazy doctor.” I repiied that he knew as
well as 1 did that it was Diaz. and that
if he had known how to do his duty he
would have arrested the man in spite of
the fact that the Havana was an Ameri-
can vessel. 1 toid him that he could have
saluted the American flag afterward, and
his own Government would have praised
and promoted him. Instead he had al-
lowed his man to escape. I also pointed
out the fact that he had %0 armed men
against the steamer’'s crew of fifty-two,
and said I thought he was in greater dan-
ger of being shot than I x

“He turned pale. *“What shall I do?”
Why. I said, report that Diaz never was
on the ship; that the rumor arose from

‘the fact that the Mexican who jumped

semblance to

ship was roused by the report that the locked It; but she gave no sign. Then I officers and privates from talking further
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censwure, or even
worse, from your Govern-
ment.

“Early . the next morning

we steaméd into Vera Crua
The health officer was, of course,
the first person to come on board.
As he came up the steps [ drew Zamora
aside and whispered, ‘General Diaz is on
board. Take the health officer’s boat and
carry the news to General Enriquez and
tell him to send some one immediatelv.*
Zamora up to this time supposed that
Diaz bad drowned at Tampico, but he did
not stop to ask needless questions or ex-
press his joy. he just cbeyed. General En-
riquez was on the wharf when he landed,
and in a few minutes a lighterman came
alongside the Havana with a note from
him telling me to send the box of arms
with the bearer. I showed this note te
Diaz and, we decided upon the following
plan. He was to disguise himself in a sult
of the house boatman's clothes which 1
secured, follow me down into the steerage,
help the stevedores roll a bale of cotton
on the lighter which General Enriquez
had sent and jump eut with it into the
lighter. I would watch and when that
had been accomplished cast off the line
and let the tide carry the lighter beyond
reach., It would then be an easy matter
for them to land.

“While we were talking a rap came at
the door. Diaz leaped into the closet, and
I opened the door to find the colonel there.
He said he was willing to abide by the
agreement of the night before, but that he
had been authorized to offer me $50,000 in
cash if I would show him by a sign where
General Diaz was concealed. 1 told him
that he knew the general had jumped
overboard at Tampico, but added that I
would not tell him even If I did know.
When this came to the ears of Lerdo he
said that surely there had been a mistake,
An American would do anything for $50.-
000; he would sell his own father for that
sum.

““At last the lighter was in the right
place. I went % my room and took the
future President from the wardrobe for

fhe last time. After rehearsing the part
he was to play, he asked for a plece of
paper and began to write. When I asked
him what he was doing he sald, ‘T can do
u as that colonel’ I took
we it into bits snd told
gionel was only dolng his
he, Diaz, had no right to
nsult me; t} I would not risk my iife
for money. His eyes fllled with tears and
throwing his arms ahout my neck he said
that we were brothers.

“We were now

I opened the door

and began abusl: in Spanish. He
followed, using the slonching galft of the
boatman. When we reached the foot of

the stairs the lighterman asked, “Where
is the box of arma?™ I pointed to the gen-
eral. The man sprang forward, raised the
general's hat and recognized him by the
tuft of white hair on his forehead. The
lighterman was overwhelmed with fear
and begged me to hide his friend In the
machinery and promised to come for him
at night. [ krew that within three hours
a cordon of soldiers would guard the boat
and that no one could leave unnoticed and
insisted upon his following out the origi-
pal plan. Diaz was the embodiment of
nerve and carried out the siratagem ex-
actly as planned.

“Meanwhile the soldiers were being dls-
embarked and ‘n spite of the colonel's
command the rumor that General Dias
was on board spread. The chief of police
and all the officers of the port searched
the ship thoroughly. [ turned over allthe
general's effects them except a goid
chaln which he wished me to give his wifs
as a proof t uld tell her was
true, By s chain I wear !s that
very cha Diaz gave It tg me as &
token of her itude because it was the
maost. cheris rioom in the family.”™

Diaz got ly. made his way
to Oaxaca cn | n 1 an army and
defeated the forces of Lerdo atTecoac. He
wrote Mr. Coney a letter from this battle-
fleld and Invitec im to coma to Mexico.
Mr. Coney acce d4 and the reception he
received was worthy a king.

The friendship between these two bro=
ther Masons has never heen broken.
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A WIFE'S YEAR OF
SILENCE.
“The conduct :;;-man:-ﬂpd‘u! a newly map-

ried Armenian woman will strike Apleri-
cans as very singular indeed.,” sald An-
tranig Azhderfan, a young Armenian
whose book, "“The Turk and the Land of
Halg.”” has recently baen published. *“She
utters never a word except when alone
with her husband, until after the birth of
ner flrst child. Then she is allowed to
talk to her chiid. A little later she is per-
mitted to converse with her mother-in-
law; still later her own mother may again
hear her voice, and before a great while
she will speak In whispers to the young
girls .of her household. She must not
=ave the house during the first year of
her married life, except to attend church.
Her discipline as a bride terminatea after
six years, but she will never again open
her lips to a man unless he be her kins-
man. Young girlis are allowed to have a
iberty of conduet that is in striking con-
trast. They chatter freely and cheerfully
with whom they please.

“The Armenian woman diffars radically
from her Turkish sisters. Neither seciu-
sion. nor polygamy, nor divorce darkens
ner present or threatens hpr future. She
ls not educated with her brothers, hov-
ever, as American girls. I remember how
puzzled I was when I entered an Ameri-

can colleges and saw girls seated among
the boys in the classroom.

“‘John,' 1 sald to my neighbor, ‘what
are the girls here for, to make ths room
look pretty ™

“It seemed ineredible that any one could
think” a girl capable learni along
with her brother. It is. considered a dis-
grace likewise for a man to walk publicly
with a woman, even though she be his
sister. She may entertain men callers,
and of course, her face is never covered,
Hke a Turkish woman's, but her mother
or some older female relative is always
present. They attend the same enter-
tainments and church, but may not sit to-
gether. The woman's seats In church
are @artllinned off and are in the rear.

‘While among many old Armenian fam-
illes parents contract for the marriage of
their children while they are in their in-
fancy, in the majority of cases the voung
people are permitted to make their own
selections, though always with the con-
sent of their parents. Elopements, there-
fore, are unknown. The marriage tie s
sacred in Armenia, and death only can
break it. If a person has an uncongenial
companion he must endure it with the
same kind of patience he would endure a
sore head, which, though he may try to
cure, he will hardly cut off.

“With Turkish women their oniy end In
this world is marriage. Accordingly girls
are from their infancy rocked to sleep by
their mothers with luilables of future
husbands, handsome, courageous and
wealthy. The regular age for marriage Is
from 12 to 15 years, but unusual wealth or
physical attraction call for earlier con-
tracts. Generally speaking, parents are
pleased if they get a chance of betrothing
their daughter at § or 6, or at any rate
before they reach 1I years. ' .
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