
Palmistr

to serve their country in her time of need,
gives one a most interesting and authentic
account of the two famous expeditions of
General Lawton against the rebels of Lu-
zon. (Lee & Shepherd, Boston. Price
n 25.) ,

'

George W. Peck's New Book-
For the last year Governor Peck has

been writing some stuff for' hia paper
which combines hihnor, sarcasm, sense,

advice to boys, comments on the current
events, stories on his friends, etc., which
will be published in book form under the
title of "Sunbeams, by the author of
Peck's Bad Boy," and contains fifty apt
and humorous illustrations. 'Some of it
he writes in the manner of editorials,
while some is in a personal vein, but the
most of it is "just exactly like Peck," and
will stir the risibles of the reader and
make him laugh, or willset him to tank-
ing real hard at the treatment of some
subject in a different way from which any
Other "writer has treated it. -The fathers,
the mothers, the boys and the girls, the
rich and the poor

—
all who have ever read

any of Mr. Peck's writings will be glad
to read this, his latest and best. The

book is now ready. (Published by Jamie-
son-Higgins Company, Chicago.)

Literary Notes.
The Overland Monthly for June is filled

with timely and interesting, matter
—

its
fiction is readable and wholesome and its
articles^ upon various topics are well il-
lustrated, to the point, and of value. Two
subjects that are fully discussed and are
most appropriate for the season are those
on "The Wheel in the West," by Rotifer,
and "Trout Culture in Mendocino," by E.-
D. Ward. A paper that willprove of in-

Jllustra in from "2ird •Studies itiiiha Camera," by frank ttl. Chapman. '
cyclopedia concerning the monuments,
public buildings, parks, etc.. of Paris,
while all the palaces and scenes of the bis?
fair are duly labeled and described by pen
as well as pictures. (Laird & Lee. Chi-
cago. Cloth 75 cents, paper 50 cents.)

enhanced the value of the edition. The
book contains many points of vital im-
portance to the player folk, such as the

"copyright laws of the United States, acts
relative to musical and dramatic produc-
tions and duties upon theatrical proper-
ties, costumes, etc. „ The volume should
prove ofilnterest and' value to the travel-
ing public as well, for it presents a full
account of every important place of
amusement In America, all arranged in a
convenient form for reference, together

with a concise index. In addition are
given lists' of in the towns or
cities, names of dramatic critics, hotels,
with price of board, etc, and a list of the
railroads. To the theatrical manager the
work Is Invaluable, for it glve3 an ac-
count of each theater in detail, down to
the most minute points of stage dimen-
sions and facilities. Itis published in the
Empire Theater building, New York.
Price 51.

"Our Presidents and /" rjoW We
Mak.e Tbem."

In this year of the Presidential election
a book that will excite universal atten-
tion Is "Our Presidents and How We
Make Them," by A. K. McClure, LL. D.
Colonel McClute is a man most ably qual-
ified to write upon such a subject and he
certainly has made a success in his at-
tempt. He has been in touch with every
national convention for the past fifty
years, and has. had a personal acquaint-
ance .with nearly all the Presidential can-
didates during that period: hence it.can
be readily understood why his book
should contain much new and interest-
ingmatter concerning the inside workings
of the various campaigns, political inci-

disconnected from the earlier tale. Guert
v is simply the hero of both stories, and his
experience as a privateer on the uncon-
querable Noank promises to be fullof ad-
venture, fighting, action and the thrill of
victory. Mr. Stoddard knows well just
how to tell such a story and he can be
depended upon to put just the amount of
vjgor, life and "go" into this privateer
£tory that every boy likes and that he

yhas injected Into all his tales of adven-
ture, dacjng and duty. The book Is
strongly illustrated by Will Crawford.

A letter from Julian Ralph, written at
Bloemfontein on March 24, stated that
Rudyard Kipling, Ralph himself and one
or two others were editing a paper there
for Lord Roberts.

Klplir.ghas written a new poem on the
subject of the shamrock in the same me-
ter as that of "The Wearing of the
Green." The opening lines are:

O, Terence, dear, and did ye hear
The news that'* going round?

The Shamrock's Erin's badge by law
Where'er her sons are found!

This poem has been copyrighted In the
United States of America In the name of
Mr. Ralph, who apparently has seen
much of Kiplingin the latter's new"~role
of war correspondent.
.Julian Ralph has the happy faculty of

making warm friends wherever he goes.
.Robert Barr ran across the genial Amer-
ican correspondent Just as the latter. Incompany with a large number of Britishofficers, was about to leave London for
the seat of war. and say3 that it was evi-dent, that Ralph was already high In thefavor of the military men with whom he
wa* hobnobbing.

"The Taming of the Jungle," whichmade an immediate -reputation for itsauthor. Dr. C. W. Doyle, and which ranthrough three editions in a very «shorttime, was temporarily out of print owin~
to the Lippincott tire. The new fourth
edition is now ready. The same author'sintensely strong Chinese story. "TheShadow of Quonjr Lung," has also beenreprinted, and the publishers expect
heavy demand for both books. The many
readers of that extremely popular book"Bohemian Paris of T<^day," by W c*Morrow, will be glad tb learn that thesame author's absorbing story, "a man-His Mark." which has been unobtainable
since the fire at the Lippincott establish-

Indian River, -gave four days of exciting
picture hunting for the photographic
game bag and the results are well worth
the price. .

Between the chickadee and the pelican
there were many eteps of..advance and
each Is described with little curlycues' of
detail that please well and make a wish
arise that more will be brought forth on
the same lines as "Bird-Studies "With a
Camera." (Published by D. Appleton &
Co., New York. Price $1 75.)

"Paris and the Exposltlot),"
A little volume that willbe foundfmoat

acceptable by the many Americans who are ,
unable to attend the Paris Kxposition, and
one that will prove an Interesting sou-
venir to those more fortunate, is a book
Just published by Laird &Lee of Chicago,
namely, a collection of half-ton* engrav-
ings

—
192 in number

—
giving one delightful

glimpses of Paris and the Exposition of
1900.

The ground is very thoroughly covered
and willgive any one a good pictorial idea
of the wonders of the magic city.

The letterpress Is by Max Maury, the
author of "Lee's Standard Guide to
Paris and Everyday French Conversa-
tion." These notices amount to a real

tag to the master his fall me«d of recog-
nition. (LeJrd &Lee. Cloth, uncut edgea,
polished top, (3 50.) i\.-..;•>

'The American Salad Book-"
No one can have a proper Idea of the

number, of different salads possible of in-
vention to tempt man's palate until he haa
perused the Interesting pages of "The
American Salad Book." by Maximilian de
Loup. There are fish salads, tame and wild
fowl salads, egg salads, meat salads, vege-
table salads, fruit salads, fancy salads and
a most wonderful collection of miscellan-
eous salads, all of which have been duly

j tried iand 'experimented with and ,found
irresistibly appetizing. The author first
Elves some valuable words In a general
vein by way of preparation for,the actual
receipts, callingattention to the acknowl-
edged fact that America Is the land of
salads and the great value of the delicacy
from a hygienic standpoint; ;also some

¦ words upon the mixing of salads, 'their
decorations and garnishments, their ac-
companiments, condiments, service -and
dressings and sauces. The book Is well
arranged,,. with a handy Index, and will
be. Just tho right-thing to spend time on
during.the summer months trying the re-,
markable variety of receipts given. (Pub-
lished by McClure, Phillips & Co., New
York. Price $1.)

Official Tbeatrical Guide.
The fifth volume of Julius Cahn's Offi-

cial Theatrical » Guide, containing Infor-
mation of the leading theaters and at-
tractions inAmerica for 1900, is now ready
for distribution, and willprove a boon to
the theatrical profession. This year the
managers throughout the country have
shown a tendency to heartily co-operate
in furnishing the necessary information
regarding their cities, which has greatly

dents, qttarrela, eta He also give* » reo-. ©rd of every ballot taken Inevery conven-
tion. A period of 112 years Is a.lonstime
to cover and ItIs hardly fair to ask that
the author .shall have every point pre-
sented with absolute accuracy, as record
evidence is very often either Imperfectly
preserved or entirely destroyed, but It

must be said that the volume has been
made as complete and reliable as possible.
Inaddition to a complete resume of every
Presidential election In order, together

with much valuable and authentic data,

are given a summary of the popular votes
for Presidents and an Interesting chapter
on the contested Presidential elections,

-
with,the full text of the present statute
governing the same. A complete index
Is added to make the book a handy vone
for reference and excellent full page pic-
tures of the Presidents are given. (Pub-

lished by Harper &Bros., New York and
London. Price, $1 00.)

."The Campaign of the Jungle."

Since Oliver Optic's and Harry Castle-
mon's time there have been few men who
have written books as well calculated to
interest boys as those of Edward Strote-
meyer. ¦ Boys In school studying history
are prone to look upon it as a useless col-
lection of weary dates, compiled solely for
the purpose of causing them needless and
monotonous study.

Mr. Strotemeyer has written a series of
books which, whilehistorically correct and
embodying the most important features
of the Spanish-American war and the re-
bellion of the Filipinos, are sufficiently

interwoven with fiction to render them
most entertaining to young readers. "The
Campaign

"
of. the Jungle," which depicts

the thrilling adventures of two patriotic
young Amerl«%ns who have

'
volunteered

terest to many to one by Hester A. Bene-
dict on -San Francisco's First Postofflce
and Its Builder." Another well written-
article appears under the title of "Guada-
lupe, the Sacred City." by O. Conyngham
Cunningham. Itis illustrated from photo-
'
graphs.

Houghton. MlfHin & Co. have in press

four farcea by Mr. Howells which have
never been reprinted from the magazines
inwhich they appeared. They are entitled
"Bride Roses," "Indian Giver." "The.

Smoking Car" and "Room 45." That they

are bright, dellciously humorous, ex-
quisitely reflned and charming in style is

a matter- of course since Mr Howells
wrote them. They willbe brought out In

little volumes of attractive typography,
simply and artistically bound.

One Interesting feature of Miss Ellen
Thorneycroft Fowler's literary success .Is

her acceptance as the novelist who has
pictured Methodism conscientiously and
sympathetically. It aPPf«»
grandfather was a Methodist master,

and her 'interpretation of ***>?**£"
Mayfalr has been accepted like,*%™*a
pretatlon of Mayfair to Methodism as

candid and profoundly Interesting. Miss

Fowler's new novel. "The Farrlngdons

published by the Appleton Company, is

said to be one of the most successful
books among recent fiction.

On June 13 the Cemury Company will

publish "Plain Printing Types by Theo-
dore I*de Vinne. founder of the De \lnne
Press and printer of the Century Maga-

zine and the "Century Dictionary. This

volume of 400 pages-the first in a aeries
of treatises on the practice of typogra-

phy-will contain an illustrated descrip-

tion of the tools, processes and systems

of type-making, the names and descrip-

tions of all sizes of book types, a sketch
of the history of type-founding and nu-
merous exhibits of the more Important
styles of Roman. Italic, black and display
letter, including recent quaint styles de-

Blgncd for book printing, and tables of

the classes and prices of type here and In
Europe. The book willappeal especially
to printers and editors and students of

the art of typography.

That veteran story teller for young
people. "William O. Stodda.rd. has
In press with- the Lothrop Publishing

Company a stirring sea tale of pri-

vateer life in the American Revolution.
"The Noank's Log." The book, while In
a certain way a sequel to Mr. Stoddard's
"hero" land story, "Guert Ten Eyck," is

STORIES OF THE GENTLE AUTHOR OF "LORNA DOONE"
BOTH the Marstons, father and son,

of the London
'
Fishing Gazette,

were warm friends of R. D. Black-
, more, the English novelist, who
died recently. E. Marston. the father,
was born in the same year as
rilacUmore. 1S25, and knew him intimately
for half a century. R. B. Marston, the
son, says: "I well remember one even-
Ing, more than. thirty years ago. how my
father, the 'Amateur Angler,' brought
home a neat quarto manuscript,, written
in blue ink in a very small but wonder-
fullyclear hand. He told us that Its title
was 'Lorna Doone,' and that it was a
romance of Exmoor

—
a story about a band

of robbers; should he read it to us? There
were delighted cries of ''Yes. yes, do,' for
we knew by experience that Ifthe "Ama-
teur Angler" offered to read one of the
manuscripts he often brought home, it
would be something worth listening to.
Thus it was that for the first time one
English household listened night after
night-with breathless interest to the great
romance. Since then countless thousands
have also come under the spell of the
Wizard of the South, more than a million
copies having been sold in English-speak-
ing lands. Its effect on me In one direc-
tion was to send me, year after year, lo
fish in the wild Exmoor country In which
Its scenes are laid."

Of •"Lorna Doone," Mr. Marston Sr.
said: "He always had, or seemed to

have, a sort of jealousy of 'Lorna Doone,'
and certainly did not regard It with as
much complacency as Its pre-eminent suc-
cess would have led one to expect."

By a lucky catch, the way of which R.
B. Marston learned when a boy at school
playing football, he once saved Blackmore
from a serious if

'
not a fatal accident.

"We had arranged," says Marston, "to
have some trout fishing together in the
Tillingbourne, and one fine May morning
in 1SSJ Istarted early from home for Tetl-
dington, where Ifound my friend on the
platform ready to welcome me. \ We
walked through the grounds to his house,
and after some light refreshment, which
Mrs. Blackmore pressed upon us In her
ever kindlymanner, we got our rods and
baskets stowed away in the high dogcart,
in which Mr. Blackmore was to drive me
to Shalford, near Guilford. It was a drive
of some, fifteen miles or more, through
lovely country, to which Ihad looked for-
ward with great pleasure, and under more
auspicious circumstances, with one who
knew the country well and could talk
about it so delightfully, it would have
passed my.expectations.

"We got up into the high dogcart In a
lane, called Field lane, leading from the
house to the main road. Mr. Blackm»ra
took the reins from the groom and we
started, but had not gone many yards be-
fore Ifelt the dogcart .was turning over
on its Bide. ; Being young and active I
jumped Instantly, and, luckily,landed on

my feet and, turning quicklyround. Isaw
Mr. Blackmore coming down head first.

Bein^ but a yard awayIsprang forward
and threw my arms round his back and
chest, and so broke his fall, for In another
second he would have fallen with all his
weight right onto his head on the road.
But he was. a big, broad-shouldered man,
and Icould not prevent bending under his
weight, so that his head, which was under
me as Ibent over claspinglhls back to my
chest, came to ground and his nose and
forehead were scratched rather severely
by the gravel.

"Luckily the horse stood still und the
groom rushed up and held it while we
picked ourselves up. Mr. Blackmore's face
was bleeding a good bit and of course I
wished him to return home,' but he would
not hear of it,saying that he would not
on any account do so, as It would upset
his wife. He assured me he felt all right
and explained that in consequence, as he
believed, of the groom having given him
the reins crossed, he had driven the wheel
against a stout timber strut supporting
the high fence. So, with some misgivings
on my part (forIcould see my friend was
both shaken and nervpus), we got the
croom to lead the horse out Into the main
rbad" and then, drove off. Mr. Blackmore
kept having to wipe the blood from his
face and when we had gone a few miles I
persuaded him: to stop at an Inn and have
a wash and a rest and some brandy.

*
Al-

though suffering much more than he

would tell me, he most pluckily drove
right on to Shalford, where we arrived
without further mishap, and after lunch
we went fishing, or rather Ifished and he
looked on." ;.",;.:* . <- ¦ • .
E. Marston in the course of a lifetime

hael many interesting' letters and notes
from Blackmore. Says Mr. Marston:
"Writing to me once about a bitter dis-
appointment as to the market for hid
fruit, he added, but 'weeping will not
warm it,' as the old woman said of her
good man's corpse.

"Writing to me about the sixpenny edi-
tion of 'Lorna Doone,' he said: 'It would
not surprise me much if you made a hit
with the sixpenny "L.D.," such is the
thickheadedness of the many headed.
?..*•

•
'If the other .books, some of

which are of a higher order than "L.1>.,"
could be made to go,Imight defy the few
seasons' yet before me. Vainly do Ilock
for pears; but to know why there are
none^is, or ought to be. a comfort.'

"In another of his more recent letters,
dated last July, writing about his fruit,
he says: 'The vilebehavior of my treea. to
whom Ihave been very good-

• • •
for-

bids air good will or faith in fairness.
Three years now of grim nakedness drive
me into savage land, where the thorny
cactus stands— for pears! By the ironies
of fate we have a glorious time for fruit,
and none to know Itor to feel it.'

"Often would he humorously bewail the
ups and downs of a gardener's life. Ke

liked to tell how the inclement weithcrinipped his buds or destroyed hi3 fruI'-V
when his fruit was abundant the market"*for itwas nil, cr when he had no fruu u'e/
market was good and prices wore hlgh^
But never, in the midst of all his suffer-/ing. was there any note of complaint onV
that ground except by way of a joke so"*that from himself or his letters one would/hardly realize the terrible pain he was un-idergoing. Ieiuote a characteristic bit^from one of his little notes written mc-^C
than two years ago: 'If a fellow can be->well without food or sleep, and with in-/
cessant pain. Iam as right as a trivet v
The doctor said to me on Monday: "Ifi">
had had half as much pain for- the la</six months as you have had. Ishoitli v
have been Ina lunatic ayslum."

' ">
"IfIcould but for a few minutes in-/spire the point,of my pen with even a^spark of his bright humor Ishould Mke;

to paint a little picture of him as Iom-eCfound him on a lovelyautumn day pJayi.ig/
on his lawn with half a dozen of my ittieN
grandchildren. Two of the smallest oi s
them he had mounted on a pretty *>or:y(
and was leading them gleefully about the>grounds. Then he would trot about with,
them around the garden, and he seenvdNas happy as they. It was the time ofJ
roses and the promise of a heavy weight(
of fruit on the apple and pear trees, and)
the vineries were in grand order, for the^culture of the grapevine was one of Lid'
special hobbies." |

Books Received.
AMERICAN SALAD F.OOK—By Maxi-

milian de Loup. McClure, Phillips & Co.,
New York; $1.

MONSIEUR BEAUCAIRE—By Booth
Tarkington. McClure, Phillips & Co.,
New York: $1 S3.

DWIGIIT L. MOODY
—

Some Impres-
sions and facts by Henry Drumrr.ond.
McClure, Phillips &. Co., New York; $1.

THK GREEN FLAG and other stories
of war and sport —By Conan Doyle. Mc-
Clure, Phillips & Co.. New York; $1 oi).

LONDON TO LADYSMITH via PRE-
TORIA—By Winston Spencer Churchill.
Longmans. Green & Co.. New York; $1 50.

THE KNIGHTS OF THE CROSS—Sec-
ond half, by Ilenryk Slenkiewicz. Trans-
lated by Jeremiah Curtln. Little, Brown
& Co.. Boston. Mass.; $1.

THE ELUSIVE HILDEGAP.DB-By IT.
R. Martin. R. F. Fenno & Co., New
York: Jl 25.

THE BOARDER OF ARGYLE
PLACE—By George Tolle. K. F. Feano
& Co.. New York; H 2T>.

THE BLACKHOMER OF JIMTOWN—
By Ed Mott. Grosset & Dunlap, New
York: SI 25. .

THE COMPLETE ANGLER-By Isaac
Walton. Cassell's National Library se-
ries. New York. In papei 10 cents.'
PHILIP Wi:N"WOOr>—By Robert Nell-

son Stephens. L. C. Page & Co., Bos-
ton; Jl 50.
PARIS AND THE EXPOSITION-Pub-

llshed by Laird & Lee. Chicago. Cloth
75 cents, paper 50 cents.

THE MINISTER'S GUTST—By Isabel
Smith. D. Appleion & Co., New York.
Paper 50 cents.

» ment has now been reprinted and la ready
a for the market. A noted critic calls atUn-
n tlon to the fact that this short novel i3 a:i
i-

"
extraordinary example of the power of th»

n element of suspense In literature. Ones-
begun ItIs Impossible to drop the story
until the end Is reached,

9 There has come about an Incorrect Jnv»
e pression concerning the character of Jr.
s Zola's great series of novels In which h*
d expects to depict what he considers th<»
e> great forces of human life and in particu-
y lar to portray Franco as a nation. Th*-

first work, "Frultfulness," which will b»
s ready In the English translation lmm"f!!.
» ately (and Is to be followed by "Work."
n "Truth" and "Justice"). tell3 the story'• of a young man who meets the usual fin-

ancial difficulty Inbringing up his Increas-
ing family. He and his wife eventually

n decide to go to the earth herself for thfir
3 support; they secure- an abandoned and
3 desert tract, and by work ami patience
¦* wrest from tho soil itself a competency
r and a support for their family. Th« book*• Is carried out on heroic lines, and M. Zola
0 has given permission to the translator.'"

Mr. Vlzetelly. to make whatever changes
3 he thought desirable for the English mar-
3 ket. Indoing this the translator has cut"

out something like 100,000 word3.
3
,1 Mr. Howells has come to occupy a posi-

tion of patron saint of the negro In h!9
artistic endeavors, and to be, as it were.

>l a "discoverer" of the colored man strug--
gllng toward artistic achievement, as was

8 Dr. Robertson Nlcol of the "kail yard"
--

novelist some years ago. Ha ha.-» recently
a found much, to commend in Charles W.s Chesnutt. the author of "The WlTa or His"

Youth" and "The . Conjure Woman";"
and speaking of Mr. Chesnutt and of tha

9 "colored people" ¦who are almost or q-alta"
as white as the palest Caucasian (and ilx.

k Chesnutt Is one of these), he has recently"
eald: "They need not be ashamed of the*
race from which they have spmris ani
-whose shame they share: for in majiy of"
the arts It has already shown, during a
single generation of freedom, gift3 which

1 .slavery apparently on!y obscured. Wltij
« Mr. Booker Washington, th© first Ameri-

can orator of our time, fresh upon tha
time of Frederick Douglass, and with Mr.
Dunbar arwonsr the truest of our poet«;'
with Mr. Lewis, a black American out of

„ the only three Americans from whom the*
French Government ever bought a pict-

ure. Mr. Chesnutt may well bo willing to
j own his color."
t ¦ In his book, "The Biblical Theology txt
J the New Testament," which Is shortly to

be published by the Macmillan Company
In the New Testament handbook series.
Professor E. P. Gould has the following
discussion, which will be of Interest to
clergymen Ifnot to the general theologi-
cal public: "Why is faith the principle
of righteousness? The answer to this is
obvious to any one who is conversant with,

the apostle's thought. At least, the most
obvious answer is that faith Justifies be-
cause It connects the nan with Christ.
Our Lord is himself the vital principle of
the new life, and faith is what brings the
source and the recipient of the life to-
gether, as roots bring the plant and the
soil together. Anything in either God or
Christ which Is restoring and life giving
In Its effect may become the object of
faith and the restorer of life, but as a
?eneral thing. Just as Itis Christ who Is
the usual object of faith, so itis the death
of Christ rather than the other aspects

of his life; and so we have here the first
attempt to rationalize the death of our
Lord." This last sentence Is illustrative
Of a very important element in Professor
Gould's treatment, namely, the tracing of
the gradual rise of theology through the
New Testament literature. In his treat-
ment Professor Gould traverses some tra-
ditional beliefs. In a way that is likely to

arouse some discussion.
Honolulu has a public library which h«C

but Just turned of age, having been estab-
lished April6. 1S79. Itwas made the sub-
ject of an appropriation of J1S0O one year
after Its founding, but this was never re-
peated. Ithas never been asked to pay
taxes, however, and the Government has
given the water and electric light rates.
In return for which the children- of tha
public schools above to. certain grade have
the privilege of drawing books free of
charge. The library owns its own build-
ing and some time ago acquired . the li-
brary of Queen Emma. In all. the vol-
umes number 14.000. The library is well
equipped with fiction of an excellent qual-
ity, and the number of volumes of his-
tory, biography and travel is about the
same, so that the balance between the
lighter and more serious branches Is pret-
ty well kept. "As to the popular volumes
of the present day." says a writer In tha
Pacific Commercial Advertiser of Hono-
lulu.

"
'To Have and To Hold" Is the book

most Indemand. Close after Miss John-
ston's superb romance of colonial Virginia
which, by the way. la the book of tha
year from Maine to California, comes
•Richard Carvel," another fine story of
colonial life which has maintained Its pop-
ularity amazingly well for a year. 'Janice
Meredith' Is far less In demand and "Da-
vid Harum' has had its run."

"Monsieur Beaucaire," Booth TarklnK-
ton's new story, was not sent to the pub-
lisher till it had lain "ripening" for two
years In the author's desk. "Monsieur
Beaucaire" Is a light,elegant pleca of ro-
mance, wherein swords and love-knots
"compare" as in a Watteau picture, but
Mr. Tarkington in writingit took his his-
torical responsibilities as much to heart
as Ifhe labored on a dry document of in-
formation. He read forty-seven books In
getting1 up small details and he went on
a long, laborious still-hunt to get tho
iwmc^ of men in power at the French
and Kngllsh courts at the time of "Mon-
sieur Beaucalre's" little masquerade. Tha
author has had a great many applications
for the privilege of dramatizing "Mon-
sieur Beaucaire."

Mr. Tarkington at Princeton College
made a record in college theatricals aa
author, stage manager and actor that
would suggest that the pest person to
dramatize any story of his is himself.

Mr. Tarktngton is the author of the suc-
cessful novel, "The Gentleman from In-
diana."

"Monsieur Reaucalre" will be Issued
from the pres^f McClure. Phillips & Co.
immediately. The six full-page Illustra-
tions, dene in two colors and drawn by
C. D. Williams, and the original head and
tail pieces, initial letters and decorated
title page combine to make it an unusual-
ly attractive piece of book-making.

THE STJISTDAY OAIili.

Laird &Lee of Chicago have* just Issued
In a royal Svo. volume of 840 columns a
work that Is attracting great attention in
scientific circles in this country .and
abroad. It is entitled. "The Practice of
Palmistry, for Professional Purposes and
Scientific Students," and the author,
Comte C. de Saint-Germain of the Uni-
versity of Paris, has achieved therein a
most e-xtraordinary feat of literary as
well as scientific labor. For the first time
the ancient art of hand-reading, which
has fascinated hundreds of generations
the world over, and whose star is still
bright as ever, is presented in the spirit
of modern investigation and with a sim-
plicityand clearness that have been sadly
lacking in most of the smaller manuals
on the subject. The genius of systema-

tization Is apparent inevery detail of this
curious work, making it as interesting
reading as fiction and as easy to consult
as a dictionary. Every lelea of mystery
or occultism, every tendency to connect
palmistry with astrology or cabalistic
rites is resolutely condemned by the au-
thor, who is satisfied to stand on a basis
of purely physiological researches and re-
sults. No book of such magnitude, with
its 1254 original illustrations, its wealth of
cases taken from life and its dlctionary
of facts, readings and bibliography, has
ever been attempted In any language. It
surpasses Desbarrolles' immortal work In
precision and wealth of details, while giv-

BOOK REVIEWS
«MPRESS OCTAVIA,a Romance ol
,

'
the Reign of Nero." while a book

j' ?th«t will be read by many. Is never-
theless one that willprove rather

disappointing. Us author is Wllhelra Wai-
loth, a German, and his work has been
considered of sufficient value to warrant
a translation into English. This fact
alone would seem to guarantee the Btory

as one out of the ordinary and awaken
American Interest to find out if what has

doubtless been considered a success in a
foreign land willmeet with approval when
offered in another tongue. Further, the
book willbe read because Itdeals with the
time of Nero Just prior to the period
treated In "Quo Vadis." The sterling
qualities and great success of Slenkie-
¦uicz's novel have by no means been for-
gotten by the reading public, and any
book depending upon those days for its
theme willreceive attention, ifnot for Us
ov.-jior its author's sake, at least for the
fake of the Interest created In that ter-

rible e;>och of the world's history by its
vivid portrayal In "Quo Vadis."
It is hardly fair to Sienklewicz to make

comparisons between his wonderful work
on the days of Nero and the present story
of Wiihelm Walloth. "Quo Vadis" is be-
yond comparison. The present book,
"Empress Octavla," border? on mediocrity
end it is difficult to understand why It
Fhould have been deemed worthy the
trouble cf translation and publication. It
Is an unfortunate combination of fiction
&r.<i history

—
not enough story to properly

hold the reader's attention and interest
and not enough history to make It valu-
cl!e as a text book.

In brief, the story is about a young
Fculptor. Metellus, who. ambitious for
Fucrcss in hi? art. leaves his home in the
provinces to seek fortune and fame in
Honic. Ho is portrayed as a youth re-
markably pure ami simple and absolutely
without gu!!o. His first night in Rome"
fees Mm first robbed or his purse and
tlien set upon by a band of masked mum-
mers, or.<j of whom he strikes over the
head

—
no loss a person than Nero himself.

who enjoys traveling the streets in dis-
pose after dark with his attendants and
playing practical jokes on unoffending
ciiizens. Petronius. of "Quo Vadis" fame,
boing odp of the party, suggests to Nero
that he have the young man come to the
paJaoe ar.d make a bu?t of the Empress
Octavia; for the simple conversation of
MetcUua and his great personal beauty
have suggested to him that the young
man will prove a useful tool for Nero's
Fchemes. Nero has tired of his pure-
minded wife, the Empress Octavla. but
fosrir.g to put her aside without cause on
account of the love for her in the hearts
of the people, by whom she is idolized, he
wishes to place her in some compromising
position that win make his act seem au-
thorized and show himself In th# lightof
a martyred husband. Metellus, at the
time, is not aware that he has struck the
dreaded Nero and promises to appear at
the palace the next day and present the
token given him by Petrcnius. Early the
next morning from a conversation over-
hear*! in a barber shop he surmises the
truth, but being penniless and of a hope-
ful turn of mind he assumes the risk and
keeps his appointment.

The scheme cf Petronlus meets with
partial success, for Octavia and Metal-
Jus fall in love with each other at first
Fight, although neither fully realizes the
extent of the malady. Friends of Octavia
warn her of the plot of Nero, and she
makes up her mind to see the young
Bcnlptor no more. Metellus himself is
also warned, but indi<mantly denies that
Nero could be guilty of such a vile plot,
and refuses to heed the words of advice
to leave Rome.

The plot docs not progress rapidly
enough to please Nero, so Petronius is

I
forced to hurry matters, and, surround-
ing Metellus' room with a band of sol-diers, lays the whole scheme before Him
and insists upon his carrying out his
j!.'irt under pain of death. Meteliua. whoup to this point has been represented as
the embodiment of frankness, sees that
he must resort to subterfuge In combat-Ing this intrigue against his life and the
honor of the Empress, so he agrees to
carry out the plan, and imagines that be-cause he is left unguarded he Is also not
watched. In tho night he plans to go to
Octavia ar.d warn her of the danger and
then make his escape. He succeeds inmaking his way to the bedchamber ofthe- Empress, and tells her of the plot
which she had already feared. He in«=i«ts-
up^ri kissing her good-by. and, of courseNero, is In hiding to witness this fare-well and to obtain the cause for divorce
for which he had so long waited. Octavlahas her veins opened by the family phy-
Fician. and Metellus drowns while at-tempting to escape from some Roman
Centuriars.

The character cf Metellus is not a pleas-
Ing one. The simplicity of his natureapparently finds Its source in weak mind-

JTuSL jud~ ns? from inane arts ofwhich he is guilty;and his seeming purityof thought appears to come from a lackof knowledge of the worlds ways ratherthan frcm any inherent quality of good-ness possessed by the- man himself. OneIncident of many which establish this factIs where the mistress of Nero. Poppaea,
who has fallen in love w!th Metellus. en-t:crS him to a rendezvous under the sub-terfuge that he is there to meet Octavia

[and
he finds himself in the arms of Pop- 1

psea before he realizes the deception. Therc-one Is given a coloring of the "Venus
cr.d Adonis' order, but with a different
culrr.iration— Mctelius falls an essy vic-tim. He is not a strong man rosistfng
temptation; i?:i a weak mortal made g-joff~
through a lack of opportunity. The ar-
tistic temperament and finer "sensibilities
cf which he is possessed keep him frcmtnduigins In the common wickedness of
the corrupt court, but do not prevent him
from being absolutely selfish and culpa-
bly weak when temrtation that appeals
to his nature presents itself.

Petronius. whose character Is so de-
lightfully dra-.vn in "Quo Vadis." is quite®
uninteresUr/i .in the present volume al-$
though Mayins a prominent part in theietory. a

The description of the frightful scenes/
cf the Circus Maximus which begins the*
novel ts well conceived and ab'.y prcsent-()
cd. but only appropriate as showing the*cruelty of the t'.ines and not directly nee- A
cssary as a part of thp rtory. In fact,/
the book has a poor beginning, inasmuch*
that characters arc introduced in the first"/
few pages with a prominence misleading.^
to'the reader, for before many chapters A
have rnssed they sink into insignificance*
and :nisht ns well have been omitted al_*
together r.f- far as their direct bearing on/)
tho s*.cry Ifconcerned. v

The bocl; Is written with German pre-*
cisi.in nsA a distressing regard for vn-d
pieut-ant details. When it becomes neces-1
eary th.-oush Nero's order that the Em-T
press most be bled to death, the authory
enters Into the disgusting points of this*
cold-blooded piece of buriness with asA
niirhtniuutia as Ifhe were describing a<
eurgric.tt operation for publication In a*
nodli al magazine. It Is certainly a euc-/^
Cfj-s." viewed in the light of a vivid de-'
scri:st!cn. One can almost catch the^.
smell of the antiseptics of a capital op-"?
eratfon In a moaem first-class hospital y
and foci the trickle of warm blood as*
the young Empress' life ebbs away. It/)
Is hardly a description that willappeal toJC
the- tirni-honored "gentle reader." >

Btlll WJIhelra Walloth's book is one thatV
will be widely road, for It is a book of the*
time of Nero, end readers are curious to^know how another author willpresent the^L
remarkable characters of that period,"

(Published by Little, Brown & Co., Bos-
ton. Price. $1 50.)

"Bird Studies With a Camera."
Hunting birds with a camera instead of

a eun Is the way that Frank M. Chap-
man shows what a true sportsman for
spprt's sake is, and gives at last proper
use "for a word which has been often mis-
applied of late. Mr. Chapman hunted
all summer and his "game bag" is a book,
filled with the word and camera, pictures
which .amuse. Instruct and will not be
forgotten. There never yet was a game
bag filled by a gun that equaled this, yet
there was not a drop of blood spilled in
the filling.

The reader can feel, after reading the
ehort account of life in Chickadee Villa
that those same chickadees are still lead-
ing their busy, earnest life and that their
little cares were not increase*! nor their
Joys diminished one whit by Mr. Chap-

man's really sportsmanlike Incursion.
"Bird Studies" takes a new way of

looking at life. Where most writers find
but the desolate ocean, bleak cliffs and
the lonely call of the sea mew, Mr. Chap-

man shows the ocean to be a bounteous
larder, stocked with toothsome, nourish-
ing food, to be had for the taking by the
hungry birds. The bleak cliff is to him a
lively village or perhaps a great city
where thousands of feathered characters
lead intricate and highly enjoyable Iive3,
to which the reader is

'
introduced. The

thousand birdland voices of the shore,

which are lumped Into "the lonely call
of the sea mew" by the unobservant
writer becomes interesting, livelychatter
when explained and reported by the cam-
era sportsman.

Those things are seemingly outside. of
"camera studies," but the eye of the ob-.
server must first select what the camera
is to record, and it is the ability to see the
funny side of bird life and look at the
world frcm the birds' own point of view
that sives to the pictures their value. It
Is good, live sport, too, getting within
twelve-foot focal range of a bird, while

the man with a gun has an advantage In
being able to kill at ten times the dis-
tance. "The camera thus opens the door"
to a field cf sport previously closed to
those v.-ho love birds too much to find
pleasure in killing them; to whom Bob
White's rinsing whistle does not give rise
to murderous speculations as to the num-
ber of his family.*' That short bit gives
the tone of the book, and the reader, un-
less particularly bloodthirsty, willperhaps
fall Inline with its views.

The pictures cannot be fullyappreciated
until one puts himself In the place of the
camera hunter and remembers that It
takes more than the cunning of an In-
dian to get a bulky camera with Its click-
Ing noises close enough to give clear pic-
tures.

Here are some of the Ingenious ways In,
which Mr. Chapman persuaded his poses
to "sit Ftill and look pleasant":

"With the reflecting camera one may
stalk birds on foot or with a boat, or
rqueak them Into range by kissing the
back of the hand vigorously

—
a sound

which during the nesting season especially
arouses much curiosity In the birds
mind."

Another method was to put up a stuffed
owl on a stick, near the home of a cat-
bird preferably, erect a "scolding perch"
near it and then, after focusing the
camera on the perch, retire with a string
to control the shutter.

"A catbird's domain Is chosen for the
reason that this species is the alarmist
of whatever neighborhood it may inhabit,
and cr.ee Its attention has been attracted
to the owl by squeaking or uttering the
alarm notes of other- birds, the photo-
grapher may subside and let the catbird
do the rest.

"The bird's rage is remarkable and its
fear painful. Should the owl be near the
catbird's nest. It willutter notes in a tone
r,f voice Ihave never heard ituse on other
occasions. It loses all fear of the camera
and from the scolding perch screams at
the owl with a vehemence which threatens
to crack its throat..'*

Mr. Chapman's best photographs were
Fccurcd on the coast, of Nova Scotia,

where the birds ha%re been left by a kindly
and hospitable people to enjoy the narrow
ledge of sea-sprayed rock and the right
to fish, which is all that a sea bird asks
cf the world. ¦

Where the pelican builds her nest, on,
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