
court circles. Tier movements were as
ceremoniously recorded In the papers as
those of the Kaiser himself. My slater
and Ioften wondered about this famous
countrywoman of ours. From a rollab.lt

-
source we learned of her first marriage "

Prince Frederick of Schleawlg-Holsteln-

Sonderburg-Augustenburg met and fell
in love with an. American girl—Mary
Esther Lee. lie first saw her in a hotel in
Paris. IHo was old, but ardent, and wooed
her with a..persistency that won consent.
As a member of a German sovereign
house he could only marry*ah 'American,.-
not "born" in German law, ilnder one ofI
two conditions.

There could have been a morganatic
marriage, perfectly legitimate, but In
which the wife and children can have no
share In the husband's rank and its ap-
purtenances.

Or the Prince could abdicate both name
and rank and wed the American girl on
terms of equality.

Mary Esther Lee would not listen to r..
morganatic marriage. So Prince Freder-
ick of Schleswig-Holsteln-Sonderburg-
Augustenburg consented to have all theso ¦

high-sounding Hoch Deutsch titles am-
putated and become plain Heir Frederick.

j IJut this did not suit the ambitious Amer-
ican girl. It was not that she loved roy-
alty less, but that she wanted to share it
more..

On September 24, 1E6J, Herr Frederick,
vho had duly made his renunciation, re-
ceived for himself and his future . wife
Austrian collation of the title of Prlnco
Of Noer, and as .such he was married in
the following November. Emperor Fran-
cis Joseph bestowed the title upon them

'

because of the irresistible persuasive
powers of this charming American'
woman. Many American girls have
won—or boughtvtitled husbands, but
the Princess of Noct is the only one who
ever had the title of Princes3 in her own
right.

When Prince Noer died, shortly after
their marriage, he lefthis American brlds
his fortune, valued at $4,000,000. It was
r.ot until ten years later that she mar-
ried the Count yon Waldersee. This and.
the fact that the Countess was "one of
the celebrated Lees of Virginia," was
practically all tho information wo'
gleaned about the mos't powerful womaa
In the German empire.

Some months after our Interest had flrst
been awakened in her we saw the Coun-
tess dining with the Empress. Itwas our
day for writinghome, and my sister Ger-
trude in a letter to my aunt gave a llttlo
rketch of this famous American who is
without honor in her own land. Imaglna
cur surprise when we received the follow-
ing answer. Iquote, directly from my
aunt's letter, which Ihave saved:

"Mydears, Iam sure you are mistaken
about the Countess von "Waldersee. Sh«
does not belong to the Lees*of Virginia if
she is the Mary Esther Lee who married ,¦

a Prince. somebody or other. •"**.*Vlf:
my memory does not fair me she re-
ceived the title of Princess of Noer or
some such name.

"1had a letter from her at the time, but
It was destroyed Inthe fire. Tes. my dear
nieces, your aunt was once a very dear
friend of this Countess von Waldersee.
But she was plainMar}'Lee then, and we
lived in neighboring houses here in New
York City. What gay frolics we hava
had together as children and how longago
It all seems. • Mary Lee must be near 60
now—you see Icannot call her the Coun-
tess von Waldersee— she is Jyst Mary Lee
to me. ¦;_ ;-.".-¦

"She was a little dictator even In those
days.' and ruled us all with an iron hand.
They were people of gome mean3, her •

father^ being a wholesale grocer... '
-"There. were-iwo' other gr'lrls in the fam- •'¦

Ily." The father died when they were all
quite young, and Mrs. Lee went to Stutt-
gart to live and educate her children.
They were accounted wealthy then, but '"¦

Itwould be a very modest sum Indeed' InV
these days of gigantic fortunes.'
"Icorresponded with Mary for years,'

but gradually w« ceased writing. <At,Ul-
timo of her first marriage Ireceived my
last, letter from her, .Mary- Le# must

have been in the middle twet.ow* tnei.l
, • •. *

m If you should coma to.meet the
Countess von Walderseejl am sure i shV

"willsee you for the sake of the little girl
•who was the dearest friend >of Mary Es--

•ther Lee. •••"". ,,^ --
'Imagine, our surprise! -Countess von

•'Waldersee, . "the power
'''

behind- the
'German throne," "the; daughter' of a New
York;grocer! • Perhaps ,Auntr Alice was
right in believing that the Countess would
receive us. for her sake;

'

but .w« decided ¦¦'
not to venture it Just then.- Berlin was in*
a fever of excitement Mover, the) expected
departure of Count - von -Waldersee :for;
China. On the morning of August 20 the •

Count c-'.left '-..Berlin.VxThe ft streets «; were *

thronged vwith";people 4eager.: 'to''.''catch '''.a';
gllmpa* of the departing ''» general. "The

ambition of his wife:has ,been realized.
Von. Waldersee la the of"Von;
Moltke," were ;the oft-heard' remarks.
V:AtL the-irailway:;station vHheJ. curious
throngs were barred out. ,But,]thanks .to
an;influential official, we were;allowed In
theEnclosure and stood 'within*a:few, feet,
of.'the', great !general ." and*';hls ""greater
•American -;wife:- Count ; von v.Waldersee
stood on the "steps', of the. car/ bidding}a'
finalT; farewell*; to hisi friends. He;wore
the uniform ¦which Emperor William wore
on'' his>voyage 5 to Jerusalem and <;.which
was presented to the Count by,the Kaiser.
-ITheIgeneral.has v a ¦pleasant, cheerful
face, , with¦",a;merry twinkle playing:hide
and seek, in his blue eyes. The twinkle
,did•not

'
seem [to have ,the uppermost that

;day,c for'whenever Ihlr glanced ;at \his de-

;;A day,or,two(afterward jmyssister. Gert-
rude and myself left for Hamburg to pay
a longrdeferred .visit .In the hurry.of tho

,; Count - von '-Waldersee 'f-seems -.to be as
popular with the people as their
Emperor, for,- they- cheered \ themselves
hoarse as the train pulledout. The Count-
ess ,was

"
hurried ,,into : a;:icarriage ... and

whisked;away. The next day^the papers
had It that she had gone for a brief .visit
to her;home *near -Hamburg. ¦ . \:

'
voted wife. the'.. blue •eyes grew,moist.

-'
Of

the Countess ;von*-Waldersee we did not
see so good a view. She was dressed very
Iplainly"in black, a,little_blaek bonnet an
her

'
snow .white ¦.'hair. .7 5Her face .was,

buried -most
*
of time in a big bunch

of',flowers,' and we imagined
(that.many a

'teardrop 'glistened on' the petals.'
""

There was one man! who did not visit
the salon .of Countess :von Waldersee.
Prince Bismarck frowned upon her grow-
ing power and never lost" an opportunity
to

"
frustrate her plans.

*
It was war to

the knife with them "and the Countess
usually, won out. iller Influence grew, a3

his -waned. When the "Iron hand" had

lost Its power her woman's hand showed
more strongly than ever In imperial pol-.ltlcs. Honor after .honor was bestowed

"iupon her -husband.
'*

He was -made tho

director 'of the. German army, and last
honor; offalii commander in chief of the

1allied ,forces.
'

r;«The day after our cards .were sent to
the Countess von Waldersee we received,

¦ 'a' kind note from her asking us to lunch-"
Veon .on' the' following day. She sent one

'
* of her own cdrrlagesior us and we were
driven outside- the;city limits over a de-
lightful winding road until quite unex-
pectedly the driver wheeled his ,horsed ,
and we bowled,. briskly ralong a' shaded

v.avenue! stretching for a mile or so to the
'delightful old castle which is the favorite
residence of the Countess von Waldersee.
: The Countess herself welcomed us, her

-* English- flavored with a.decided German
accent. After a. few gracious '.wo_rds that"

,;¦made us feel as though,we had known her
all our lives she left us to the care of the
;maid. We then Joined, the „Countess .in
v.the .library for

-
a ten-minute chat before.. luncheon was announced. The-' Countess

C Is ;"aidistinguished ;looking- woman, with
.. <be erect carriage of a young girland tha

At 'the. expressed wish of the Emperor

the young Empress was put in charge of
her grandaunt, .the .charming Countess.
The Countess proved ,a" most, kind and
judicious adviser, instructing the Empress
in'; the paths of-Prussian court

"etiquette. The Empress is'to-day one of
the most suave and polished women In
Europe, and jshe 'nor her "royal

husband *have ever, forgotten how much
Itis due to the Countess von Walder-

see.,

Countess von .Waldersee • wa* acknowl-
edged the most brilliant and polished wo-

man in Berlin. She .queened it over a
salon where the aristocracy of brains and
birth met. Among the guests who came
frequently was Emperor William. Count
Waldersee, always a'favorltv with- the
Emperor, grew In popularity, thanks to

the cleverness "of his wife.
'

"
Frau von R

—-
added bits to our storo

of information concerning Countess voa
Waldereee. »The Germans have it that
this American woman gained her. power
over Emperor William by rounding out

thi. angles' In his young bride. When
William married tho Princess Augusta

Victoria she was a simple, bashful girl

with little knowledge of tho ways of
court. The young Empress was a grand-

niece of the Countess von Waldersee by
her first marriage.

sudden leaving we -gave no especial

thought to the fact . that we would be
near our famous countrywoman. InHam-
burg th© Von Walderse© name is as po-
tent as In Berlin and our hostess was
mora than Interested when she beard
that the Countess .had been a playmate

of our "aunt. "Send her your cards and
an extract from your aunt's letter," in-
sisted Frau von R—,and before wa could
change our minds she had hastily dis-
patched a man with them.

Before parting SIsttr Gertrude asked
the Countess for a photograph. She most
graciously. acceded to the request, giving
123 one also for my aunt. A maid brought
pen and. ink and in beautiful :German
script she ¦wrote 'on ¦ them "Countess von

"But." she said, "I feel like Mary
Esther Le« to-day.", '

—
-^r~Trr"-v--.'.:

Countess. "You mu3tn"t think that I
haven't a very soft spot for my mother
country. Inever forget to celebrate tho
Fourth of July."

dersefcs.\
*

"You do not know bow Ihave enjoyed
meeting you American girls." sa'd tha

After luncheon the .Countess tock us
through the. castle, which Is as fine and
Interesting a Schlnss as Germany boasts
'of.' Everywhere sfre' trophies that show
how close the Von Waldcrsces are to tho
Emperor and Empress. Photographs and
weapons and Innumerable gifts, all attest-
ing to royal partiality to the Von Wal-

'
"Ido not see as many Americans as Z

should like to, but there are penalties on*
must: pay In official'life.* However, Iam
deeply interested in the American girland
her progress. Iam glad to see so many

of them are developing the artistic sldo
of their natures. What superb creatures
the American girls are after all! Ican
always pick them out from, other nation-

alities. C:There jIs a swing and Indepen-

dence about -them that stamps them as
Uncle Sam's daughters. . -
"Iused to"plan:that some dayIwould

visit my old home. Iam afraid Inever
shall now, and. Iknow New York has
grown beyond any recognition.Icould

have of It. Inever thought in the days

.when Iplayed with your aunt that my
life lines would be cast In Germany."

At luncheon she led the eoaversatioa
Into musical channels, prbflny herself a

'

genuine lover of mnsfe. So skillfullydid
the Countess steer the* talk that ws n«rer
once sighted any, of.the deeper problems

of the day.,Evidently sh* doe*.not UUt
lightly upon questions of moment. Cite*
was mentioned but- once, and then

-
only

to regret that we could not meet her hut-
band. "As he Is In China."
"Ihave lived her© so lonr," «ald Xh»

Countess, "thatIhave a very thick T*t»-
]ton coating,- but underneath it ther* !»
still a layer of Americanism. Yon do sot
know how Ilove to see an'American. shl?
with the dear old stars and stripes-float-

ing on the breeze. AndIalways hava an].
,American Cag in my housei. .. ,- c

The Countess ha* a very easy, va*i»
fected manner of talking-, and when he*
face is animated she is decidedly hand"
some, with something mori than mar*
doll-llkd beauty distinguishing 1 her. He*
sense of humor, noticeably lacking; la
German women, betrays her Tanks* an-
cestry. She has the brain of a mas and
the sympathy of a. woman, the tact of *>
diplomat and simplicityof a chfld~«> rara
combination,' but remember tha Cerent***,

von Waldersee Is no ordinary berac

¦now-whlte hair that becomes her. years.
She really looks more German than Amer-
ican, foreign residence having evidently
affected her looks as well as her speech.
The Countess piled us with question* eon*
cerning our aunt and the other playmates
whom she -had known before power and
fame were hers. She was as mterwtsd
as a German haus frau In the number of
children they each had and, their mod* of
living*.

MISS MARIAH" WATTS of-
San. Francisco is one of very
few American girls who lias

visited the Countess von
Waldersee. Itis claimed that many
of the high, honors earned by General
von "Waldersee, now in command of
the allied forces in China, is due to
the tact of his American wife. Tha
Countess von Walderseo is bo influ-
ential with the Emperor and Empress
that she is often called "the powef

behind tho German throne."
Itis not generally known that shs

is an American girl 'whose father was

a H«w York grocer. The Countess

von Waldersee has been twico mar-
ried

—
the first time, to a prince who

gave up his original title to wed her,

but received from the Emptror of
Austria the title of Prince of Noer.

The Countess von Waldersee is ac-

counted the most ambitious woman
( in Europe, and does not lack Yankee

push and perseverance to further
her plans. Her influence with Em-
peror William is stronger than that
of any bearded diplomat inthe realm.
Itis easier to meet Queen Victoria

than the Countess von Waldersee.
Very few Americans have had the
honor, and, indeed, very few of 'thsm
know that this extraordinary woman

is an American*
Miss Watts was accorded the priv-

ilege owing to family friendship and
she has written on account of her
meeting with Countess von Waldsr- .
Bee for The Sunday Call.

Miss "Watts and her sister Gertrude
ere ;both -San

'
Francisco girls, who .

have been abroad some years study-
ing music

"*
f=a'ERLIN', Sept. 12.—Ihave visited

j=sk the "power, behind the German
JL^y throne." »'

For that Is tbe way the Germans
epeak of the Countess von Waldersee.
Now that the eyes of the world are
focused on China, Count von Walderseo.
the commander-in-chlef of the allied
forces, naturally gets the lion's share of
personal interest. . Here In Berlin the
Count von Waldersee Is overshadowed by
a more powerful personality. ItIt the
Countess von Waldersee, whose every
word Is awaited with breathless Interest;

'
whose every movement Is watched.

And the Countess von Walderseo Is an
American woman. Just ponder over that
for a znoment.

The daughter of a New York grocer, she
has twice married Into tha nobility. Her
first husband relinquished the title of
Princ* of Schleswig-Holstein In order to
marry her. By this marriage she is a
grand aunt of the Empress of Germany.

Her first diplomatic move was to per-
suade the Emperor, Francis Joseph, to
give her husband the title of Prince of
Noer. This mad© her a Princess in her
own right.

Tb« Prince of Noer died, leaving her his
vast fortune. Ten years later the widowed
Princess Noer married Count von Walder-
see.

She. became the personal advisor of the
Emperor and Empress of Germany.

She helped crueh the power of Bismarck.
Her- Influence brought about Count von

Waldersee's appointment as chief of the
allied forces in China.

These are a few of the things which
this da.ugb.ter cf an American grocer has
accomplished. Small wonder that she Is
considered the cleverest and most auda-
ciously ambitious woman in all Europe.
Bzsa.ll wonder that It

-
Is tbe ambition of

every American girlIn Germany to be re-
ceived by her.
Ithink, however, that.I may safely say

that very few American Women have en-
joyed the rare privilege of meeting Coun-
tess von Waldersee. You must disen-
tangle a labyrinth of red tape to get at

the "power behind the German thrcne."
Iflret saw the Countess von Waldersee

at the last musical festival arranged in
honor of Emperor William's, birthday.

As a pupil In the KoenigHcbe Hochschule
(conservatory of music) Iwas a member
of the orchestra. At the right of the
Empress cf Germany sat a dlsynguished-
looklcg elderly lady. "The Countess von
Waldersee," some one whispered as the
royal party were leaving.

In the "pension" where we were then

living there were few other Americans-
French and Germans for the most part.

The festival was freely discussed at sup-
per. An interrogation about the Countess
von Waldersee brought an avalanche of
information which swrpt all other topics

before it. "Not know the Countess!" and

the French looked Incredulous; and the \<
Germans reproachful. Then they pro-^
ceeded In Franco-Prussian to tell us -all *!
they knew about" the,Countess; the French
Civing one version of her life and the Ger-
mans another, and both talking at tbe
fa.-rift time

—
a cheerful custom encouraged

at all foreign boarding bouses, as time
«pent in talking appreciably leiseni the .
Amount of food consumed.

Before we had been in Berlin another
fixmonths we realized how Important a ,

tele tfce Countess von/Walderse* plays in•
i >i « rti inni%nn«rii»n«rrMinl am ttimtrl
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