
<wThe Wonderful Wizard of Oz," by li.
Frank Baum, with pictures .by W. W.
Denslow (the creators of "Father Goose:
His Book"), was published September. 1
by the George M. Hill Company of Chi-
cago and New York. The book* is in every
way novel and unique. In size itis about
9x7 inches, with 275 pages'. The binding !d
of cloth of a peculiar light green stamped
witha grotesque design Indark green and
red. There are twenty-four full-page il-
lustrations, lnsertB on enamel paper, in
many colors, and 150 text Illustrations
printed in 'six different colors. In accord-
ance with a color plan set forth", In the
fstory. Some of the effects are decidedly
original and the color scheme adds greatly
to the book.

*

The" principal character ia "The' Won-

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.

The composition of the Boer army, their
military system, army organization and

In referring- to th« Boer army as consisting;
at no time of more than 30,000 armed men. I
speak with the assurance of belns right. Mr.
Douglas Story of tho London Dally Mall. Mr.
Thomas F..Mlllard of the New York Herald.
Mr. John O. Knight of the San Francisco Call,

and Ivisited all, the ,principal laaeers and
commandos on the various frontiers, and mad«
earnest efforts to secure an accurate account of
th« number of men engaged. We had th*««•
¦istancaof to* War. Department and all the
generals, but even with their help the results
never exceeded Su.000 burarhers In the Held.

What the author has to say regarding
the number of Boers Inthe field willprob-
ably come as a revelation to those who
imagined the burgher army of any great
strength.

Howard C. IJIllegas, In his recent book.
"The Boers in War," 'gives a picture of
men and matters as they presented them-
selves to the eyes of an American. Mr.
Hillegas is undoubtedly pro-Boer In his
Ideas, but this does not prevent his giving
a very readable and fair account of tho
Boer army, country vand people as they
existed prior to tho British occupation of
Pretoria.

The Boers In War.

whole&ome life, with sufficient Incident to
sustain the interest, and drollery enough
to amuse. A young lady from the city,
who is, however, vastly more worthy and
useful than the typical "summer girl,"
is a very prominent character, and by her
skillful tfforts, brings better enjoyments
to, the community than they have ever
known, thus showing what those fortun-
ately situated may do if.they choose, as
well as furnishing much of the movement
of tho story- (Published by Lee &Shep-
ard, Boston. .Price, Jl.

Rosa Kewmarch's book, on,. the- , great
composer Tchaikovsky, while Itdoes not
pretend to be a biography. in the generally
accepted sense of.the word, :nevertheless
is probably the best work on the musician
yet published. . '. The book will,be .wel-
comed -by literary,% people, but more
especially by those who have a yearning
toward music and appreciate . the .work
of the masters. It!seems strange that
in the case of a man so great as Tchai-
kovsky,. six ;years ;' ehould have •elapsed
since.his;death and ,still no adequate
biography '.ofihis,life has .been

"
printed.

This reason probably )lies In,the fact of
the immense correspondence of the ¦com-

TcbalKovsKy-

Filled as It is with personal . reminis-
ences. and experiences. • with the fresh,
vigorous. spirit of out-of-door-life no bet-
ter book can bo found to place in the
hands of naif-grown boys. The.work*con-
tains much useful information' about .the
gold region, the flora 'and' the. fauna.
(Published by Little,Brown &¦Co., Bos-
ton. Price, 1150.)

"
• /;!

The Dalton trail. la*t year but little known,
may fonn

* become a much traveled highway.

WtUi a United States Karrlson at Pyramid and
tho village of Klukwan a bone of contention
between the governments of this country and
Canada! tho region which it traverses is com-
Iiik more and more Into notice. I would only
ailrl that natural Tea tures, «c*n»ry and people
have been described faithfully, however -In-
adeyuately. and the story throughout is based
upon rral happenings. Should any of my your.,?

rorulers !ass over tho trail to-day In the "foot-
«ep3 of David and Roly.' they would find, save
for possible vandalism of Indians or whites,

the cabins on the North Alsek and in the Kah
Sha gorge just as they areplctured. and they
would be sure of a welcome from Lucky, Long
I'cter and Coffee Jack.

Pauline, an
tobscure orphan, is filled

with an overruling passion to be some-
body In the world, and begins to see her
way when she goes as companion to Lady
Wynston, a weak little woman/whose life
is made miserable by a brute- of a hus^
band. The Wynstons are. very wealthy;
and have a beautiful home InLondon. Sir
George Wynston Is a low character, with
not, even wit to make him bearable, and
his wife is wholly uninteresting and
drowns her sorrows In drink. They enter-
tain, the best people and the commonest
gamblers. Pauline has obscure friends in
Germany and Russia, who keep her . In-
formed of the most important political
news, known, only to the highest Inauthority. She gets the news for thepur-
pose of attracting Stuart Grant, the for-eign secretary, who -has earned many
laure;s. Altogether the situations ar«
most improbable.

The book will probably be popular with
a certain class of .readers, but those whoare looking for the best Inplot."character
and good English "-will not turn further

down his crabbed nature, attends to his
business nnd nurses him in his sickness,
is most charmingly told and the effect of
tho whole is that she finally accomplishes
her object in a most successful way and
proves" that her success is at least equal
to what, might be 'reasonable expected of
n boy under similar circumstances. (Pub-
lished by Lee & Shepard, Boston. Price
$1 25.) '

_-¦¦

The Progress of Pauline Kesslzr.
u 'In "Tho Progress of;Pauline Kessler"
Mr. Carrel has endeavored: to .create a
Becky Sharpe heroine in Pauline. Al-
though Ije has succeeded :ln> drawing a
shrewd, unprincipled young woman, she
falls wide of the mark of brilliancy.

"Dames and Daughters of C<>l-)nl.-U
Days." by Gcraldino P.rooks. Is a valuable
contribution to the historical literature of
America. The selection of characters,
the method In which they are intro-
ducVl, the vivacity of treatment and tho
naturalness of presentation. combine to
make a book of. substantial merit, un-
questionable Interest and- charming indi-
viduality. From 'Anne Hutchlnson. first
of Anverican clubwomen, to'- Mistress
Sally Wister/, most charming o-f colonial
diarists, the ten women selected as typical
dames and daughters, admirably por-
tray the phases of life whl«jh marked the
progress of our colonial era, from the
sternness of the earliest days to the more
cultured strenuousnesa of revolutionary
times. "This advance • is:well shown in
Miss Brooks', excellent collection 'of nar-
rative sketches, and, apart from the life
and sparkle of.her style, the book Itself
has an educative as well as a personal
value. The dames and daughters who are
given place are: Anne Hutchinson of. the
Bay Colony; Madame La Tour of Acadla,
Margaret Brent of Maryland.

*
Madam

Sarah Knight of Massachusetts and Con-
necticut, Eliza Luca3 of the Carollnas,-
Mart? > Washington of Virginia, Abigail
Adar./> of Massachusetts/* Betsey Schuy-
ler of New York and Deborah Norria and
Sally Wister of¦ PehnsyVvania. All sec-
tions of the colonies and .all phases of
colonial life are thus represented. . Tho
author is a daughter of Elbridge S.
Brooks, the well-known writer of his-
toricai books for youns Americans. (Pub-
lished by Thomas Y. Crowell &Co., New
York. Price, $1 50.) .

Dan)2s and Daughters of Co'onial** Days.

public schools: full information from the
largest hospitals dn tho necessary steps
for becoming a trained nurse; courses o*
study necessary for the woman lawyer,
doctor, preacher, dentist, and eo .through
tho whole list.

Alternate chapters throughout tho book
give valuable advice on 'the subjects con-
sidered by successful workers in their own
fields and by the best classical and mod-
ern writers. (Published by Thomas -Y.
Crowell &Co.. New York. Price $1 DO.)

DONEGAL FAIRY STORIES— By Seumai
MacManus. McClure. Phillips A Co.. New
York. J100.

THE ARCHBISHOP AND THE LADY-Bjr

Mrs. Schuylor Crownlnshteld. McClure, Plsi:^
lips & Co.. New York. U 50.

THE CIRCULAR STUDT—By Anna Kathar-
ine Green. McClute. Phillips Sc. Co.. New York.
$1 23.

THE QUEEN VERSUS BILLY—ByLloyd
Osbonrae. Charles Scrlbner's Sons. New York.
51 &)¦

THE VERY YOUNG MAN AND THE AN-
GEL CHILD—By Ellsa Armstrong. VoAga
Publishing Company. San Francisco and New
York. OS

•
FOR MY MUSICAL FRIEND—By An'bertine.

Woodward Moore. Dodge Publishing Company.
ISan Francisco and New York. Jl *s.

TINYTUNES FOR TINY PEOPLE— By Ad-
rtlscn F. Andrews. Dodge Publishing Company,
tsan Francisco and New York. ;iw.

WOUNDS IN THE RAIN—By Stephen
Craae. Frederick A. Stokes Company. New
York, n TO-

AN ALPHABET OF INDIANS—By Emery
Leverett Williams. R. II.Russell. New Tork.
V«0. . - .. -
. A NEW WONDERLAND—By I* Frank
Bauzn. R. H. Russell. New York. Jl SO.

CONSEQUENCES- BrEeerton Castle. Fred-
erick A. Btokes Company. New York, tl50.

SONS OF THE COVENANT— By Samuel Oor-
flon. Th« Jewish Publication Society of Amer-
ica.

THE PRINCIPLES OP MECHANICS-Py
Frederick Slate, professor, ot physics la th»
University of California. The Macmillan Com-
pany. New York. Part I. 51 90.

NELI.A.THE HEART OF TH3 ARMY-By
Philip Verrlll Mighels. R, F. Fenno & Co
New York. Jl 53. .»? ¦

AN AMERICAN GIRL'S TRIP TO THE
ORIENT AND AROUND THE WORLD-Hy
Christine Collbran. Rand. McNally & Co. New
York. 11 13.

LYRICALVIGNETTES—Ey F.V.'jT.' Paint-
er. Slbley & DucUer. Boston.

PARADISE REGAINED—By John Milton.
Cassell's National Library, New York. la
paper lCc.

In a recent Issue Of the New York
World, In an article on "Bablsts," a n-.-w
Oriental eect. the statement was mad**
that Miss Lilian Whiting,, tie author of
"The World Beautiful." Is a believer in
"Bubism." and one of the latest to re-
turn from' Syria.

"
As the publishers of

Miss -Whiting's' books, Messrs. Little.
Brcwn & Co. desire to state that this
assertion is absolutely unfounded. Miss
Whlttntr had never even heard the nam«
of "Bablsvn" until her return from Paris.
and she has never been to Egypt or Syria,
but divided last winter between- Rdme and
Florence. She was born and bred in Ufa
Episcopal communion, to which faith sha
Is unfalteringly allied.

The publication of Grace Gallatln Seton-
Thompson's "A.Woman Tenderfoot." has
been delayed for reasons gratifying al-ka
to the author and to the publishers,
Doubleday. Page & Co. Ecjcg a first
work an edition of five thousand copies
was reckoned sufficient to meet the initial
demand, but this v.-ould not fill the ad-
vance orders and the presses axe now at
work on a second supply—this before tha
book has been placed upon the market.
Mrs. Seton-Tbompscn has been the com-
panies of her husband, the nrtlst-author.
Inmany of his expeditions, and she writes
ofoutdoor lifein the West from first-handknowledge and with no small degree of
charm. Many of the illustrations whlen
accompany her book and add to its at-
tractiveness were drawn by her husband.

Books Received.
CUTJKCH FOLKS

-
Rjr Dr. JohnWatioa

("Ian Maclaren"). Doubleday, X*a*e & Co..New York. . Jt 23. ;'. ¦• ,. :".^

Dodd, Head & Co. have Just published
Dobson's "Lifeof Fielding"; Paul Leices-
ter Ford's "Wanted: A \Matehmaker," Il-
lustrated by Christy; "Wonders -of Na-
ture," by Esther Singleton; Marlon. Har-
l?.nd's "Dr. Dale"; an Illustrated edition
of Miss Harraden's "Ships That Pasa in.
the Nlsht"; Chester HolcOmbe's -The
Real Chinese Question"; Dr. Bradford'3
"The Return of Christ"; a book- of poems
by Frederick Crowninshield, illustrated in
heliotjpe; Miss Armstrong's edition of
Browning's "Pippa' Passes" ;"Strinstown
on the Pike." a Kentucky noveU toy John
Url Lloyd, and a new edition of "Robin-
son Crusoe." : J.;^ -;„,.. ,.. .

Little, Brown & Co. have In press
"The World's Discoverers

—
the Story oi

Bold Voyages by Brave Navigators Dur-
ing a Thousand Years." by William Henry
Johnson, author of "Tho King's Hencfc-
r|ian.'*

''
Anew and final edition of. Herbert Spen-

cer's "First Principles" la to be published
immediately by D. Appleton & Co.
A London critic has saJd. "In looking at
the "First Principles," one la struck by

the erudition, tho splendid capacity of
lucid exposition, the richness of the illus-
trations and other gifts, som« never be-
fore possessed by any philosophical
writer." Itla interesting to remember
that the first lines of this book were writ-
ten forty years ago. and the author haa
lived to supply the final amendments.

Literary Notss.

There is a" IiUIe study of the Old Gen-
tleman among his books which . makes
him stand out ns no other character in
the volume does. Wo recognize him when
we are tol'd that:

"He had that delightful art of,eridowlng
books of. which he talked witn a certain
personality which made them seem like
livingbeings. He did not quote books so
much as tie.made them speak for them-
r-elvcs. Inhis mouth they were not books,
but the men who wrote them. He had
evidently lived with them much. He
brought their authors in and made them
ialk with you." (Published by Charles
Scribner's Sons. New York. Price $1 50.)

r|eavei)'s Distant Lamps.

Miss Mack has already shown herself
possessed of a most discriminating liter-
ary taste, as well as' a profound acquaint-

ance with the masterpieces of the poetry

of our language by her remarkably popu-
lar collection of love poems, the widely
known "Because ILove You." She has
now U5*>d her talent in an even more noble
and sympathetic way by compiling a well-
chosen collection of pcems of comfort and
hope, happily named from a quotation.
"Heaven's Distant Lamps." j The contents
are arranged In thirteen sections, each
prefaced by a short quotation, the senti-
ment of which elves the keynote to the
poems of that division. Thus the theme
of the first section is seen tu be bereave-
ment, of the next comfort, then submis-
sion, prayer, resignation, each group be-
coming more £rand and strong in its tone
until the closing division, wiiich is given

up to poems of the resurrection and" para-
dise. It would be very difikuk to (Uid a
nobler £et of authors, or a worthier selec-
tion of extracts from their verse, and cer-
tainly no such anthology of comfort. tru.= t

and hope ha? ever been prepared. The
appearance of the volume in its dress of
white, blue and gold is daintilyattractive.
iPublished by Lee &. Shopard, Boston.
Price *150.)

The Stcry of Aloncy.
When Questions long disputed' are under

public consideration and the controversy

assails the ears of every man so that
none can escape from it there is always

a considerable number who desire above I
all things to find some man with derided
views on every issue In disjiute who px-
presses himself with vigor, who admits
no right or reason on tlse side of those
who differ from h!m, and establishes his
judgment with all the firmness cf one who
toierates no appeal. Such persons who
may be wearied, with the free silver con-
troversy will find pleasure in a book by
Edward C. Towne entitled "The Story of
Money."

Elcrr)2r)ts of Latir)

.Mr. Towne does not wait even to make
a beginning of his argument before anni-
hilating his adversaries. He does. that in
his "foreword." and the quality of his
work may be estimated by what he says
there. A single paragraph will sufllce.
Referring to the proposed free coinage of
silver at the ratio of 16 to .1. he says:
"No Instance in history ran bo brought tc
parallel tho rascal stupidity cf a scheme
involving such an offer, and with proR-

ress and prosperity so immensely ad-
vanced since 1835. the crash of a Bryan

experiment of 'fool fury' in finance would
be worse than a'.l the costs and miseries
of the Civil War. If any possible advan-
tage could be expected from either free
silver legislation • and administration
thereafter, or free silver now. the mad-
ness of 16 to 1 would be less extreme than
it is. But no possible advantage can be
imagined except upon a basis of hoodlum
ignorance yr of rascal indifference to truth
and fact."

There are 24S pages In the bock and all
are about as vigorous as the foreword.
Any one who wishes to Fee how the silver
question can be taken out of the domain
of disputed things and settled upon the
ground of morality will find the book in-
teresting. Mr. Towne is in favor of what
he calls "gold, bimetallism"— that Is to
say, "gold the standard or measure of
value and silver subsidiary." (Published
by G. W. Dilllnghcim Company, New

There has just been published "Ele-
ments of Latin" by William R. Harper.
Ph. D.. D.D.. I>L. D., president of the
University of Chicago, and Isaac B. Bur-
gess, A.M.. Academy of the University of
Chicaco, formerly of the Boston Latin
School. A text book by two men so well
and favorably known to students of Latin
cannot fail to be appreciated. The ar-
rangement, grading, scope and ty-
pography of the present volume are all
excellent. 'In the introductory lessons

\ there are .given carefully selected
forms and rules, so that when
the text of Caesar Is taken up
no large number of .new forms or
syntactical rules willmeet the pupil. The
pupilIs early introduced to the connected
text of Caesar, which accords, with the
practice of the best Latin Instructors of
the present day. The text covers the in-
vasions jA. Britain and other historical
parts of Caesar and has been selected es-
pecially for Its simplicity and Interest.
Special attention is given to. the'vocabu-
lary and new words are compared with
those previously learned. Frequent re-
views are made by means of abundant
easy exercises. A brief summary of the
inos-t important forms Is given after "the
lessons. (Published by the American'
Book Company, New York. Price," }1.)

Readings Frorn California Poets.
The Whltaker &Ray Company, has pub-

lished In" paper form a collection of read-
ings from .California poets. The selec-
tions were made by Edmund Russell, and
the collection grew -out of a studio evening
devoted to California verse writers. The
book is one that Ehould be a great help In
high school English classes, for the selec--
tions are carefully chosen and willnot fall
to awaken interest in our own poets, wHo
have written so artistically of the beau-
ties of California. The book would be
more complete it itcontained more of Ed-
ward Rowland Sill's poems, for his verses,
aside from responding to an appreciation

of our Western surroundings, are English
gems. * * '

v>. ,.
There is a short quotation from Alice

Edward Pratt's "Sleeping Princess," a
poem which should be familiar to every
Callfornian. ¦ •

Joaquin Miller 1b well represented with
his pictures of pioneer life and golden
sunsets." -;
•Tin a land eo far that you wonder whether

E'en God would know it should you {alldown

breather.

dead; , :-J :- -V"»
'Tls a land eo far through the wild* and

That the run falls weary and flunhcd and red.
That the sea and the «ky seem coming together.

Seem, closing together as a book that lc read.• • ¦ •
Oh! the land of the wonderful «un ana weather.

With green under foot and with sold overhead.
Where the eun takes flame and you wonder

whether
,'Tla an Isle of fire in his foamy bed:

Where the ends of the earth they "are welding
together

In rough-hewn fashion, la a forge-flame red.
There are several of Bret Harte's poems,

two of Markham's, a few of John Vance
Cheney's and eelectlons from all of our
minor poets. This book willhave fulfilled
lumission when Itcreates a desire for a

tcarred beech shaded his tangled yard"
we inspiration* for Christy's pastels.

A*a rula the clothes of the book, like
the clothes of the man, are significant.
By way cf exception, a stylishly clad vol-
timc irsucs from the pen of Thomas Nel-
eon Page, the pencil of Howard Chandler
Christy and the press of Charles Scrib-
m-r's Sons. It is very dainty and very

wellbred an«J very insipid.
The first p-ees promise a light love

Btorjr, flendcr but pretty. The. end fails
of ever, that promise. An uninteresting
S'oung lawyer having falle.n In love pro-
ceeds to crow jealous, and not Jealous In
a Spanishlllte and blazing way at mat,

but In a way that causes him to wobble
gently between thn questions whether he
Is abused or abusing. Re-enter the Old
Gentleman of the Black Stock, who. be-
fore dying, tells the story of how he loved
end lost her mother, whereupon a gush
cf emotion brings together the timid
ycui!R lawyer and his beloved.

There are little gems of thought and
phrasing scattered through this very life-
less story." The suggested pictures of tho
"Ancient Town through which the Old
Gentleman cf the Black Stock movefc
p-avely In the years when the \ lover-

Stock..

CTRUS TOWNSEND EttADY hss
made a noticeable: addition to the
"Great Commanders Merles" by

\ his life of Cominctivrc Paul
Jones. Perhaps no hero of mydorn times.
If we except the treat Napoleon, has
proved a more popular subject for the
biographer Than VmvX Jones, no less than
fifteen persons nft.vins> t-ssayed to write
the story of his life. Mr. Brady labors
under one diirrnlvantage in having placed
his bock before th* public contemporane-
ously with tho more pretentious work or.
the sar.jc subject by Augustus C Buell.

While the latter author has through

conscientious research succeeded in jjtv-
Inc as nn authoritative and in most re-
«-p<*cts admirable picture of the gr» at

sailor. Mr. lirady has endowed his sub-
ject with a charm that appeals directly

to tho general reader. As he states in his
preface. he began his work with an ar-
dent admiration for the character of his
subject He has endeavored, however, to
my aside this predisposition in his favor
nr.d te absolutely a:id strictly impartial,
lie frunUly adiis, however, that ifhe has
erred In Jor.es' iavor he is plad that he
has followed tiie impulses of affection
lather than those of deprecation.

Mr. Brady's associations a::<l the naval
uimosphcre In which he has .ii\«M tor

years are perhaps accountable in a degree

for his expressed bias. Be that as Itmay,

no American can find. fault with the
author.

No m&n was more vilely slandered In
h\h lifetime than Paul Jones, and Itis sur-
prising that even to the present day there
ere to be found writers so blinded by
prejudice as to asperse his memory. It is
unnecessary to say that these men are of
British birth and appear to be still smart-
ing under the wound inflicted upon the
jiational pride by that affair off Klambor-
oush Head more than a century ago.

The sincerity and admiration for his
subject is shown by Mr. Brady when he
say*-:

""Itis all so mournful in some strange
way. InFpite of his glory and his hero-
Ism, in spite of his strenueus life and his
strugglinss, the note that lingers In my
mind as 1 write these concluding words 1?
one of radnrss. Iread of hopes that
brought no fruition, of plans made and
abandoned, cf opportunities that could
rot be embraced, of great attempts frus-
trated by Inadequate means, of triumphs
forgotfn. Isee a great life that might
have been greater, a man of noble quali-
ties marred by petty faults, and yet Ilove
him. Icannot tell why exactly, but the
¦ttcrde of Solomon come into my mind as
the littlecaptain appears before me dying1

of a broken heart, fretted away— Vanltas
Yankatern." (Published by D. Appleton
& Co.. New York. Price $150.)

Trje Story of the Alphab-.t.

"The Story of the Alphabet" In the
eifrhtfenth volume in the series issued by.
the Appletons known as the "Library of
t ?ef ul Stories." It shows the infinite
pains and struggles through which the
human mind has worked in its efforts to
express itself on paper, and gives ex-
amples of many of the hundreds of differ-
ent sylcms of picture writing: which have
been used at various times by different
nice? for the purpose of recording or com-
municating facts.-a moni? the different heads treated are,
first, the beginnings of the alphabet,
vhlch were memory aids purely mnemonic
ii character, as notches in a stick, knots
in a cord or beads on a string; then the
pictorial illustrations which gradually
ovoived into the ideogram and finally, as
The sound jrrew familiar, became phonetic.

Chinese. Japanese and Korean scripts
are explained at sufficient length to make
them more interesting to :hose who have

looked u;>on them as mere arbitrary hen-
tracks, for it appears that the greater
jurt of the Chinese characters ."re true
p'ctugraphs, and are so used fn some
places, while inothers they are associated i
with modifying characters which Jndi-

'
cate that they -ire phonograms.

Cuneiform wntir.g of the Phoenicians
and hieroglyphs of the Egyptians are il-
lustrated and explained. A chapter Is
given to the Roseita stone, which was the
connecting link between the narrow and
inflexible picture writingsof the past a.nd
the. arbitrary but unlimited alphabet of
the present. All through the book are
characteristic reproductions of Indian pic-
mre writings, copied from painted rocks
and pieces of tree bark, on which the In-
dians put their histories rtnd letters re-
spectively. (Published by D. Appleton &
Co.. New Turk. Price 40 cents.)

In Defense of the F'°9-
•'ln Defense of the Flag," by Elbridge

S. Brook?, tells the story of life In Spain
at the outbreak of the Spanish-American
war. when official residents or visiting
Americans were set upon by Spanish
mebs and placed in jeopardy by Spanish
Ignorance. The hero Is the plucky son of
an American Consul, who defies the mob
that assaults the consulate, and by a

series of logical happenings and natural
adventures faces tho fcemen of his nation
in Spain, is on Admiral Corvera's fleet
when it leaves the Cape Verde Islands,
crosses the ocean to Martinique and Cura-
coa and finally runs into Santiago, where
he tears a raft In the great sea fight
that practically closed the war. The book
1s not to much :i v.-ar story 33 a story of
adventure, and there ar/; in it adventures
galore— Just such uhealthy boys and girl?
who love Fteries of action, endeavor and
surprise dcMght to read. Hut behind the

.ttcry 1« the fcacUground of actual condi-
•Tior.? that existed in Spain and on board

the much -feared fleet cf Spain as they
have never been seen in sketch or story.
Incidentally the story Introduces as a
sub-hero an Enslish iad of pluck and per-
f.iste:ic«~a thoroughly good chap v.-hom
yoens readers will all like, as they must
o'.so admire the two charming American
giris who play an important part in the
tale. The book is an admirable compan-
ion to the breezy story of "With Lawton
Rnd Roberts." The illustrations by
Slechor ere full of Ectiov.. Some of them
erf chown on this page. (Published by

The L<othrcp Ccuipany. Boston. Price
fi21)

The Old Gentleman of the BlacK

It Is refreshing to turn from Juvenile
war books and startling stories with sen-
sational plots to a pleasing, wholesome

tale of genuine girl-life, especially if the
book be an exceptionally pretty one. as
"Randy's Summer" certainly is. Miss
Amy Brooks, the author, has illustrated
books for others, and gives ten specimens
of her very best work to beautify her
own book. Randy, the heroine, is !a
pretty country girl of 14. and Prue. her
dear little mischief-making sister, who oc-
cupies; almost as prominent place In the
story as Randy herself. Is much younger.
The story of their summer is one of plain,

Randy's Surrjmcr.

poser, whose letters are said to be num-

bered by thousands.
The author of- the present work gives

a concise. and sympathetic account of the
life and works of Tchaikovsky. She then

considers him In the light of a musical
critic, although In this capacity he is
hardly so interesting, for as he hlmsel.
said, great composers are rarely gifted

with an infallible critical Jnstlnt. The

book closes, with Tchaikovsky's diary of
his tour In1S8S; in addlti6n is given a list
of his works and a facsimile of the open-
ing bars from the overture. "1812." from

MS. In the possession of P. Turgen30n.
Moscow. (Published by John Lane. New
York. Price. 51 50.)

more extended knowledge of the poets of
our State. (Published by the Whltaker &
Kay Company, San Francisco. Price 25

., „ helps for Ambitious Girls
"Helps for Ambitious Girls," by William

Urysdale. aims to. fill the same high place
in -assisting girjs to select a callingas was
taken almost immediately by the "Helps

for Ambitious Boys" last year^ In giving
like information to boys. After treating
of a girl's health, education, dress and
demeanor, and the all-important knowl-
edge of the-care of a household, the work
takes up suc-c'essively the training: and
prospects of the . teacher,,' the trained
nurse, the woman lawyer,iphysiclan and
preacher, the musician, the artist, the
writer, the. newspaper woman, the den-
tist, the politician, the stenographer and
typewriter, the farmer and flower grower,
the dressmaker, the milliner, the domestic
worker, the photographer. • the business
woman and the- telegraph operator*. In
each of these employments the drawbacks
are pointed out as well as the induce-
ments.

An important part of the work is the
practical information In almost every sub-
ject about wherft to turn. Tho require-

ments for admission to leading colleges

for girls are shown at length; the courses
of study for expectant teachers in the

derful Wizard" is a littl*girlnamed Dor-
'

othy, who with her dosr Toto Is carried
by a cyclone. from Kansas to the strange
and beautiful; land 'of Ot.'¦,Here she de-
cides to visit the Emerald City to ask its.ruler, the wonderful wizard Oz, to send
her back home again, IOn the way she
meets a scarecrow, who is in search of
brains,' ;a tin woodman, who

'
wishes a.

heart, and^a cowardly lion, whose one de-
sire Is to possess courage. • ,'. ,

The little party encounter many dan-
gers and marvelous adventures on the
way, but reach the Emerald City in safe-
ty their success being due to the thought-
fulness of the scarecrow, the tender care
of the tin;woodman and the fearlessness
of the; cowardly, lion. (Price $1 50.) ,

-V .*»... ¦» • *¦ ¦."¦-¦;
fIroost, as Good, as a Boy. ¦

"
"Almost as Good as a Boy,",, the new.

Juvenile by Miss Douglass, willprove one'
of the most' attractive books -of the sea-
son, especially so as It fills a place
It is hardest to get good books, namely,'
for girls 15 years 'old and upward. Miss
Douglass tells the responsibility falling
upon a young girl,in whose case Itmight
at first have seemed that she would bet-
ter have been a boy in order to give the
necessary assistance ,to' her family;- ho'w
the girl leaves home to go. to. a distant
city and. work ,;for an.uncle— how 8he:overcomes hla antipathy to girls, smooths

than the first page. (Published by LC.
Page &Co., Boston. Price $1 50.)

¦' i » .-
¦ ;

Gold-SeekJog on the Dalton Trail
Nothing is. better for a boy than the

reading of a book of good, wholesome ad-
venture; a book that willhold his atten-
tion by" its /interesting plot or thrilling
events and 'at the same-time instruct him
along some particular line of history or
exploration. -

Witness the great number
of works -for boys on the war In South
Africa, the trouble In the Philippines, the
days of

r
the Revolution,* etc.: all of them

with'enough story to hold' the attention
and with ¦ a certain historical accuracy
¦sufficient' to be of educational value.

•
¦One of the best works of this.class for

the year is -"Gold Seeking on the Dalton
Trail." -by Arthur R. Thompson. The
'Klondike and the far north have been
rather" neglected for. Juvenile readers, but
the present work mbre than makes up
for the discrepancies of,the past. Ittells
of- the adventures of two boys, accom-panied by their father and uncle, who
made a trip along the Dalton1trail toward
•the Klondike. A splendid feature of the-
book is the numerous illustrations repro-
duced from excellent photographs of ac-
tual Bcenes on the trail.

• : ,.•
I Mr. Thompson guarantees the authen-
ticity of his writings as follows; '

The book is written in a popular vein,
is easy of comprehension, most Interesting

and Instructive, and will appeal to tha
general reader as well as to the student.
(Published by D. Appleton & Co.. New
York. Price. $120.)

The book treats of animals from tha
polr;t of view of the student of animal
life, who -wishes to know why animals
are Instructure and habits as they are. It
teaches that tha whole life of animals—
that all the variety of animal form and
habit—Is an expression of th© fitness ot
animals to- the varied circumstances and
conditions of their, living, and that thl«
adapting and flttlnz of their life to tha
conditions of livingcosno about Inevitably

and naturally, and that Itcan be readily
studied and largely understood. In this
kind of study of animals every observa-
tion of a fact In animal structure or bo-
havlor feads to ,a search for the signifi-
cance, or meaning In the life of the ani-
mal, of this fact. .

Its aid to Independent thought Is the
good point about the recent book by David
Starr Jordan, the president .of Iceland
Stanford Jr. University, and Vernoa
L. Kellogg, professor in the same insti-
tution. This work is on "Ar.lraal Life, or
A First Book In Zoology." The object of
the book Is to put the student^ of zoology

on the right track, to have tee beginner

se© with his own eyes from the com-
mencement of his work.

Scientific books which tend to make the
beginner an. Independent observer and
thinker cannot be too highly praised. A
fact that a student deduces for himself
is never forgotten, while-any amount of
valuable information1 may be poured lr.to
the. average ear. learned by heart and
then slowly but surely filtered out of th.3
other ear. leaving the m:nd as blank ar.d
free as If the memorv had never been
taxed.

the Boer women in the war have never
been so well covered In any other volume.
The .author's incidents of the war are
especially interesting.

The -work is well Illustrated with excel-
lent half-tone reproductions. (Published
by-D. Appleton & Co., New York. Price.
$150.)

•

Animal Life.
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