
"HI, WHAT ARB>jKPU DOING THERE? DON'T YOU KNOW WHEN
YOU'RE WHIPPED?"— INDIANAPOLISNEWS.

One of the enterprising New York weeklies has
announced to'the public that it willdo adman's read-
ing for him and furnish- him information on every
tcpic of the time thoroughly digested; and the offer
willbe attractive to persons who do.not like to read,
but we advise allpersons who wish to keep posted to
take a daily newspaper aad do their own reading.

LONDON authorities have estimated that the
contributions and bequests for charitable
purposes in the United Kingdom during

the closing year of the century would amount to
about $20,000,000. That sum is larger than the aver-
age.of annual contributions for such purposes, owing
partly to several large bequests, but mainly to the de-
mands for charity made by the war in South Africa
and the famine in India. x

How much has been given by willor otherwise for
charity inthis country has not so far as we know been
computed with anything like accuracy. It would
doubtless fall far short of the amount devoted to that
purpose in Great Britain, for, fortunately, we have a
population so generally prosperous it is very rare
that any large charitable donations are called for.
The altruism of Americans flows in many directions
other than that of charity. It shows itself mainly in
contributions for education in one form or another,
and founds or endows libraries, art galleries, museums
c f science, colleges and universities.

The Chicago Tribune, which keeps a list of large
contributions of the kind, reports that the total con-
tributions for charity and education in one formv

or
another during the year in this country amount to
about $60,000,000. Itis to be borne inmind that sum
is made up only of contributions of $1000 or more,
and does not include all that Americans have given for
such purposes. Furthermore, the sum is about $20,-
000,000 less than that which was donated for similar
purposes last year.

According to a summary of the figures given by
'the Tribune, almost exactly half of the donations of
the current year have been made to educational insti-
tutions, and half of the $30,000,000 has been received
by thirty-six of the larger colleges and universities.

CHflRITY 0ND LIBERALITY.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

TWO-AND-A-HALF PIECE-M. E. E..
City. A two-dollar-and-flfty-cent piece
of 1S53 does not command a premium from
dealers.

WITHOUT THE LEGEND—M. C.
Fresno, CaL A fifty-cent piece of 1836
without the legend "E Plurtbus Unum"
on the reverse commands a premium of
from 25 cents to Jl 25, according to condi-
tion, t

The HORSE GUARDS—Subscriber, Oak-
land, Cal. The English Horse Guards, as
a regiment, was instituted in the reign

of Edward VI. 1550, and received by

Charles IIin1661.

COLUMBUS— Subscriber, Denio, Hartley
County, Or. While on the voyage that
Columbus made which terminated In the
discovery of America he made a stop at
the Canaries to make repairs ,to snips.
The Islands belong to Spain.

A SEAT—Commuter, Oakland, Cal. "A
ticket sold by a railroad company guaran-

tees a passage from point of sale- to point
to which it is sold, but does not guarantee
a seat to the holder of the ticket unless
that Is stipulated at the time of the sale
of the ticket. . . . •

NO DEMANDFOR SPANISH COINS—
Constant Reader. Oakland, Cal. ¦ There
is no demand for Spanish coins Issued
during the reign of Ferdinand VI,1748-59.
Coin* of his reign ere offered as follows,
which willgive you an idea of the market
value: real. 25 cents; 1 real, 25 cents;

2 reales, 40 cents;. 4 reales, SI; 8 reales, $2.

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS
—

Subscriber,
Denio, Harney County, Or. The Hawai-
ian Islands were discovered by • Captain.
Cook, the navigator. In December, 1778,
and he named them the Sandwich Islands
for Lord Sandwich, who was then the first
lord of the admiralty. Hawaii, the largest
island, was originally called by the na-
tives Owyhee.

A CITIZEN'S DUTY—P.-F., City. A
citizen of the United States is bound to
support. the constitution, and."In case: of
civil war,,foreign war, invasion or other
circumstances calling citizens to take.up
arms." citizens who are not in the regu-
lar army or the militia may be called
upon to volunteer,' and if there are ¦not
enough volunteers then a 'draft may be
resorted to, so "a citizen may be forced
to take up arms against his wlll.V A man
cannot be a citizen of the United States
and enjoy the benefits of-such citizenship
without assuming its responsibilities. •¦

—
•

A FAMILY OF STATESMEN.

WHEN Lord Salisbury met Parliament in special
6ession after the reorganization of his Cabinet
following the general election, it will be re-

membered that Rosebery congratulated him on hav-
ing so many statesmen in his family. The sarcasm of
the remark was not lost upon the British public, and
there has been ever since a running fire of criticism
and condemnation upon the Prime' Minister for
putting so many members of his family into his -Min-
istry.

In one of these criticisms a member of Parlia-
ment stated that the Cecil family is now drawing up-
ward of £17,000 a year "from a. generous but un-
consenting cotintry." The accuracy of the statement
was challenged, and to justify it the London Chronicle
published the followinglist of offices held and salaries
drawn by the Premier and his kinsmen: l
Lord Salisbury (Lord Privy Seal)... £2000
A. J. Balfour (nephew) (First Lord of the Treasury) 5000
Lord Selbome (son-in-law) (First Lord of the Ad-

miralty)
'

4553
Gerald Balfour (nephew) (President of the Board

of Trade)..... 2000
Lord Cranborne (son) (Under Secretary for For-

eign Affairs) .... '„ I J500
The Chronicle adds: "These- figures, it will be

seen, total iiSflSO, the amount we gave roughly in our
leading article of*yesterday. In order, therefore, to
arriyc at the £17,000 of Mr.Bartley, itwould be neces-
sary to, include the sum received by Lord William
Cecil as rector of Bishop's St. Etheldreda, Hatfield,
which, according to the clergy list, is £1432 gross and
£975 net. It is only fair to point out, however, thai
the patron of the living is the Marquis of Salisbu-y
himself."

It is to be noted that while the grant of so many
positions in the. Ministry to' members of, the family
of the Prime Minister has aroused criticism and com-
ment in Great Britain, there has been nothing that
shows any outburst of public indignation. The'peo-
ple appear to have become accustomed to -support

aristocratic families and princes, and to look upon
Salisbury's action as a novelty more than anything
else— but what a

'
howl about ,"nepotism" would go

up in this country should a President of the United
States' place so many of his kinfolks in high office
at big salaries.

CALTFORNIANS IN"WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON, Jan.. 2.—J. M. Gleaves

of San Francisco Is at the Johnson; R. D.
S. Wales of San Francisco is at the St.
James; E. Burke of Los Angeles and E.
W. Gould of California are at the Raleigh.

PERSONAL MENTION.
Frank H. Buck of Vacaville Is stopping

at the Palace.
T. Spellaey, an oil man of Bakersfleld,

is at the Palac«.
Former Superior Judge J. M. Wallingof

Nevada City is at the Russ.
Guy T. Berry, an oil man of Los An-

geles, is a guest at the Palace.
F.F. Marks and wife of Elk Park, Cal.,

are stopping at the Palace Hotel.
L. 6. Alexander, a Watsonvtlle mer-

chant, is a guest at the Occidental.
_

H. J. Small, superintendent of con-
struction of the Southern Pacific at Sacra-
mento, Is at the Palaco.

Gerrlt Fort, assistant general passenger
agent of th© Union Pacific, accompanied
by his wife, left yesterday for Los An-

geles..
E. O. McCormlck, passenger traffic

manager of the Southerp. Pacific, arrived
In the city yesterday afternoon accom-
panied by his private secretary! William
G. Gardner. .They have been on a vidit
to Paso Robles and havo been .away two
weeks.
c; W. Nelson, who ha3 for several years

been employed in the freight office of the
Southern Pacific in this city, has been
appointed traffic, freight and .passenger
agent" of the Illinois Central Railroad
with headquarters in this city. He was
the recipient of many congratulations yes-
terday.
H. E. Huntlngton left on a special train

last evening to inspect the new Coast
road. This will be t*ue first train that
will run over the new line. It is more
than possible that Huntington will re-
main in Los Angeles until President Hays
arrives in that city, and willJourney with
him to San Francisco.

THE SHIPPING BILL

QN
reassembling: after the holiday recess it is

exacted that Congress willgive- active atten-
'

tion to the trill,for encouragement of Ameri-
can ships a:i4.'5iiij>-buildir.g.

/Itis evident that powerful influences are at work
ggair.st the measure, and that they are all the more to
be Teared' because their opposition is indirect. The
Merchants' Association of New York is in con-

troversy with the Senate Committee on .Commerce
over the" bilL Professing to favor some such general
measure, the association antagonizes the feature of the

till giving admission to American register, and half
Eubsidj, to foreign built steamers. This controversy

drew a letter "from Senator Frye, chairman of the
Senate Committee on Commerce, in which he ex-
plainedthat that feature of the billis for the purpose
of immediately .establishing an American trans-

Atlar.tic line. The owners of such foreign builtton-
nage are by the billrequired to build as much Ameri-
can as they -own of foreign built tonnage, compelling
the duplication o{ their passenger and freight facili-
ties. This is denounced by. the-; association as class
legislation. Inthe correspondence is revealed inad-
vertently what may be the- ulterior view of the asso-
ciation. Its representative, Mf. Duval, in his com-
munication to Senator Frye, says that, "For strictly
commercial purposes, however, the benefit of Ameri-
can tonnage tinder the American flag is distinctly
sentimental.* \V« do not. agree with that view, and
¦we think the New York Merchants' Association is in
error. ;It is no more a sentimental matter' than any
other measure designed for the protection of Ameri-
<zzi interests- and the conservation of the energies of
our people for their own benefit Instead of being
sentimental it is intensely practical. . An American
company already owning foreign built steamers, if
compelled to duplicate itstonnage by American buil:
ships in .order to receive any.benefit from the law,
is certainly in, a better position to proceed to the em-
ployment of American ship-builders and the use of
American material than would the case of a new and
inexperienced company to be..organized and enter a
field where ithas no existing activities nor past exV
perience.- The purpose -61 that -feature is to encour-
age the enterprise of our countrymen already engaged
in ocean .carrying and to get immediate results.

We fear that the denunciation of. the idea of Ameri-
,can freight under .the Americas flag- as merely senti-
mental means that among -the merchants of New
"York there is- but little desire to change from depen-
dence., on' foreign to the- independence that will be

.stimulated by the building of American ships.- We
fear this ,in spite of the concurrent profession of the
association that it favors the* general proposition.

The president of the .association, Mr. William F.
King, in.a reply to Senator Frye's letter, says: "We
do not believe, however, that a subsidy bill is so neces-
sary as to warrant the granting <jf power to a few to
oppress commerce, and we 'dp not believe that any
legislation "is so important or urgent as to sustain a
charge of class legislation and all the 'adverse senti-
ment tsrh-ich that will evoke."

Does itnot appear that Mr. King understands the
tactical value of calling a thing by a bad name for the
purpose of enlisting prejudice to oppose it?

His letter would- b- a' stronger appeal to reason if
he had explained how commerce can be oppressed
By compelling an American company to duplicate its
tonnage by American construction, thus doubling the
facilities of commerce, before that company can touch
or enjoy a dollar of subsidy. •

He makes the statement and omrts its proof, be-
cause it cannot be proved.

Choice candles. Townsend's.Palace- HoteL*

Townsend's California glace fruits, >)c a
pound. In fire-etched boxes or Jap. bas-
kets. A nice present for Eastern frien<*3.
633 Market street. Palace Hotel building.

•
Special information supplied daily to

business houses and public men by ths
Press Clipping Bureau (Allen's). 510 Mont-gomery st Telephone Main 1042. •

Holland has nine miles ef canal tor
every 100 square miles of surface. 2700
miles Inall.

'
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George, the colored Janitor, needed somemoney and went to the church treasurerfor It.
"There isn't a cent In my hands' Justnow, sai-3 thet officer, "and won't be tillnext Sunday's collections are handedover. Can't you wait till then?"
"Don't see hoW Ikin, Mistah Guhney,"

persisted George. "K'yarn't run de house
wldout money.

"The best Ican do for you," returned
the treasurer, "willbe to advance you $3
out of my own pocket and run my risk ofgetting itback from the church.""Well, suh," solemnly rejoined the Jan-itor, "ef you don' git it back fm dechu'eh, Mistah Gubney, you'll git yo* re-
ward In de good world, but It's dlff'nt
wld me. Ef Icain't git dat free dollahs
f'm you I'd like f know whah Ikin!'

"What ten books would you take Ifyou
had to pass the rest of your life on adesert island?"

"Oh, Iwouldn't take books at all- I'dtake things to eat."— Indianapolis Press.

Visitor—Why are you walking up anddown here?
Soldier—Iam on sentry duty.
Visitor—Why don't you sit down?

¦ Soldier— Because Iam part of the stand-ing army.—Newark Advertiser.

"Isuppose there are lots of gossips atyour boarding-house. What do you mostly
talk about?"

"Well, we usually talk about the dlnlne-room table."— Philadelphia Bulletin.

"Aren't you worried a little over yourdaughter's mannishness?"
"Nota bit of it. Isaw her try to throwa stone at a dog yesterday."— Cleveland± lain Dealer.

3*/Itrled 8Om ® ot thos« 'Sim-ple Dishes for Luncheon.'
"

"How did they come out?"_ 'I pot them done in time for dinner."—Chicago Record.

A CHANCE TO SMILE.

Gas Consumers' Association, 344 Po«t «., re-
duces gas bills- from 20 to 40 per cent. .Qas and
electric meters tested. Electrical department.
Allkinds of electric work promptly attended to.*

QUEEN WILHELMINA'S DUKE
IS A NOTABLE LADYKILLER

Ldttlo Queen Wilhelmlna's selection of a husband Is the least handsome of
the brothers Mecklenburg-Schwerln, saj;s a correspondent of the Baltimore
American. .

Gossips whisper that the Duke was taken by surprise and yet It was not
the first time. In spite of being a good deal of a detrimental, that he has*
been admired by royal ladles. Everybody knows, says the exchansre. that
when pretty Princess Helena of Russia suddenly broke her engagement with
Max of Baden it was because she hoped to persuade her parents to let her
marry the stout blonde young duckling: whom tVilhelmlna has. selected; and
the youngest daughter of the Duke of Edinburgh has loved the Duke In vain.
In short, Helnrlch of Mecklenburg-Schwerin Is a good deal of a lady killer,

and he knows it. Fat and plain of face and, for a royal person, distinctly
poverty stricken, he has a fascination for womankind, the sort of fascina-
tion that there Is no use trying to explain, because it is not perceptible to
any but the persons fascinated. V,

One of the men who possessed this faculty to a most surprising degree
was Napoleon Bonaparte's rival in the affections of Marie Louise, the in-
famous and all-powerful Neipperg. He was an ugly creature, with small abil-
ities, and yet smaller fortune, and he had broken many hearts about the
Austrian court before Marie Louise saw and tell furiously In love with him.
With everything to lose and nothing to gain by her encouragement of the
man, she left no stone unturned until she was able to make' herself Xelp-
perg's -wife. In the eyes of the world it was a terrible degradation for the
widow of the French Emperor to become the wife of an Austrian Count, but
she cared not a whit what the world said, as was the case with the women
who ran after tbe ugly spendthrift Wilkes and the mad Due de Richelieu.

Wllkes was famous in his day all over England, not only as Lord Mayor
and Chamberlain and a very loud talking patriot but as the ugliest man of
his time and the most admired by the women. He flouted and ill treated all
of them, with the exception of his daughter, but it had -not the desired ef-
fect of cooling their affections. As to the Due de Richelieu, though men could
not tolerate him, when he was shut Up in the Bastllf* crowds of women, old
and young, rich' and poor, used to collect every day at the hour when he took
his exercise on the parapets and adore him from a distance, and deplore the
incarceration of so. charming a person. ¦!•;¦ -•"»;

Theodore Hook^ras another ugly man who was Irresistible to the softer
sex, for it is proven clearly that when a man Is agreeable to women they
care'nofMnjthe least what his personal appearance may be. Liszt proved
this; when an*old man, with a hard, ugly face, women begged permission
to kiss his ugly hands and raved and sentimentalized over him as though
he was Adonis' self. Dozens of school girls and Countesses who worshiped at
his shrine cared not a pin for his music, nor understood a note of It,but were
keenly alive to the charm of his personality, which no woman, so far as weknow, was ever able or willingto withstand.
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THE NATURAL GAS SUPPLY.

ONE of the industrial advantages enjoyed by
certain portions of the United States during
the latter part

vof the last century willprobably
pass quickly away in the new. The natural gas supply,
which was at one time supposed to be almost inex-
haustible, is vanishing, and unless what remains be
carefully conserved some districts now enjoying- the
advantage of that form of fuel and light willbe speed-
ily deprived of it.;

Data compiled by the United States Geological
Survey show that during the year 1899 the amount
of natural gas utilized in different parts of'the coun-
try was about 108,000,000,000 cubic feet, estimated to
have a fuel value equal to something more than 4,000,-
000 tons of coal. Itis 6tated that to maintain such a
rate of consumption for more than a year or two
longer willinvolve opening new fields of supply and
shifting, enlarging and extending thousands of miles
of pipe.

Out of the diminution of the supply there has come
a nice little wrangle between the officers of the In-
dianapolis Gas Company and the gas consumers of
the city. In a recent report to the stockholders it
was announced that the directors would have to de-
fer action upon the question of dividends. The re-
port went on to say the company has' been selling
natural gas in Indianapolis by contract without meter
measurements, being of the belief that the supply was
unlimited; the result has been a great deal of waste
in the use of gas, and "notwithstanding the fact that
\ye have expended large sums of money in new wells,
pump stations and additional pipe lines in the field,
for the purpose of bringing a greater volume of gas
to the city, it has. been found impossible to furnish
a satisfactory service so long as the present wasteful
use of gas is continued."

Had the officers res)ed their case at that point there
would probably have been no protest from the peo-
ple further than was required to oppose an introduc-
tion of the meter system. The report, however, went

on 'to accuse the citizens 6f something worse than
wasting gas. Itwas said: "Inspite of existing pro-
hibitory statutes a large percentage of our customers
have unlawfully increased their supply by the prac-
tice known locally as 'boring out' their mixers.
Every effort has been made by your managers to stop
this unlawful wastage, but although the bes^t legal tal-
ent has been employed, supported by indisputable
proofs, it has been found utterly 'impossible to secure
a conviction, because of the fact that this illegalprac-
tice has been 60 generally indulged in. These vio-
lators of the law are not confined to the poor or
vjcious, but include city and county buildings, city
officials, lawyers, churches, ministers of the gospel,
physicians, architects and some of the most prominent
residents and business houses in the city of Indian-
apolis." ,

That "charge of an offense which virtually amounts
to stealing has been vigorously denounced as a whole-
sale libel upon the citizens. Whether it be true or
false cannot be decided at this distance. It will be
noted the statement itself admits the impossibility of
convicting anybody of the offense. It appears, there-
fore, that the cause of all the trouble is the decreasing
supply of the gas. With the diminution in the source
of supply there is a corresponding diminution in the
pressure and the flow. Consequently consumers have
to resort to various devices to obtain as much gas as
they did when their contracts were made.

The only interest outsiders have in the controversy
fs the evidence it affords of the decline in natural gas
supply. "Communities which have had advantages
over others by reason of that form of cheap and con-
venient fuel willnow have to compete in manufactur-
ing without that advantage. As a consequence there
may be a considerable shifting of manufacturing plants

within the next few years, and the natural gas towns
and -cities may lose some of their most important in-
dustries. •;"*• ,l.-,r

EDITORIAL
UTTERANCE

IN VARIETY
Sailors From Inland States. - ..V.
For reasons of sentiment, as well -as for

more practical considerations, a naval
force containing many men from the in-
land States must be preferable to one
drawn almost exclusively from the -e'ein-
Ityof the seaboard.— CHICAGO,RECPRU.
Wait TillDanger Threatens.

We xrould beseech those who see' dan-
ger to the liberties of our country in the
proposed army bill to moderate their
transports and take counsel of history

and experience before raising a hullaba-
loo that- willbe objectionable to the nerves
of our people, as well as the business of
the world, fey continually crying "wolf"
we shall find ourselves unable to rous»
the people when there i3 really a dar.jrer
threatening the fold.-FLORIDA TIMES-
UNION.

' . "
:-'¦¦

No Foreign Advice.
" •.'

No British- advice prompted that war
with Spain which IM up to the acquisi-
tion of the Philippines and to the entrance
of the United" States into. Asiatic affairs..
Had ic not been for that war and its con-
sequences the United States would not
figure in the Chienso question .as it does
now. it would not be in a:position wh«?T9
it can reject the. propositions of other na-.
tions concerning China- and successfully
urge Its own on them.— CHICAGO TRIB-
UNE. •

¦

Gulf Stream Myth.
If by any possibility the- Gulf Stream

were diverted at th« Straits of Florida no
one In England would be a whit.wl?er,
for it Is the aerial drift that has the
Sift of mildness in its flow. The diver-
sion of the Gulf Stream bogey may. im-
press thosa ¦who have a "smattering of
physiography," .but it has n3 terrors for
him who knows that the ;Gulf Stream
myth has nothing to rest on save the bad
science of fifty years ago and its recru-
descence inthe present.— WEATHER. RE-
VIEW. :

The Monroe Doctrine.
The coming year -will see a preat Pan-

American exhibition held. In one of tha
srreat cities of the 'United States, whica
should greatly Increase mutual knowl-
edge, intercourse and friendship between
the two continents of the Western Hemi-
sphere, And in the wonderful expansion of
United States industry and commerce
which is now in progress it-willbe stxaj.so

ifa marked extenston southward does not

occuri In such manner, . thouerh after
nearly fourscore year.', the Monroe doc-
trine may be transformed from a techni-
cal abstraction,- however i>otent. into a
concrete and controlling factor of inter-
national life.—NEW YORK TRIBL'NE. :.
Outlook fox China.

The overthrow- of the Manchu dynasty
and the restoration of pare Chines* Gov-
ernment might save ihe empire and maJta
the loss of sovereignty a temporary mis-
fortune. This is improbable. The Chi-
nese are doubtless about to lose the. rign:
of the free hand in regulating their inter-
rialand external affairs. Subjugation wul
only hasten decay, and in the case of a
vast and undeveloped empire in this agu
of active pubjlc conquest and private ex-
ploitation, •when the crones and the. in-
capables axe being driven out of their fal-
low estates by the busy and eager work-
ers, decay willbe arrested not far la tiia
future by dismemberment, partition, and
the inaustrial dominance of the men of
the livingnations.— NEW YORK ? 1ME3.
Era of Good Feeling. . .V

"

Success wins respect, and when th•> suc-
cess is something which advances tne so-
cial condition of the masses of tlie- peopl«
and increases the country's prestige In
the rest of tha world It arouses th* peo
pie's pride. .banishes partisanship, and
makes men more and more proud of th«
nation and Its officials. Kb President bas
ever entered a .term of ofBce under hap-
pier conditions than thcree which will
present themselves to Mr. McKlnley .at
the outset in the four years which begin
a few .months hence. Jsever was there
less partisan bias In the consideration of
the great auestions wlih which tee Re-
publicans, as the dominant element, have
brought forward In Congress than is
shown at this moment.

—
ST. LOUTS

GLOBD-DEMOCRAT.
Uniform Divorce Law.
Itla the high duty of the Government

to maintain social order and public
morals, and we have reached a point trr
our social system when itis an imperious
cece*slty that a uniform divorce law-
should come from the highest authority
of the nation Itself. Such a law would
doubtless be framed on the lines of Jus-
tice, and with such a law th© haphazard
marriages of adventurers and adventur-
esses and the disgraceful remarriages
which now shame nearly every social cir-
cle of the land would be finally over-
thrown. Let Congress propose the neces-
eary amendment to the constitution, and
the States will promptly and gladly ap-
prove it,providing; for a-uniform divorce
law that would op supreme in every
State of the Unibn.—PHILADEXJPHIA
TIMES.

The Methodist twentieth century thank offering has
enriched educational institutions by $3,142,532. Li-
braries have received about $6,560,000, mostly for new
buildings. Of this sum Andrew Carnegie has given
$4,195,000 within the year. Charities have received
$13,390,176, which is a little more than in 1899.
Churches and church enterprises have received $8,799,-
605, which is $6,000,000 more than the year before.

It willbe seen the old century has set .the. new a
good example in the way of liberality and charity in
America and Great Britain; norvcan it be doubted
that a showing equally creditable would be made for
other civilized nations were the

*

extent of their con-
tributions known. These virtues are manifest where-
ever the higher forms of humanity exist, and, fortu-
nately, the manifestations are increasing with the
years.

THE State institutions of California are adminis-
tered by directors and trustees, who.serve with-
out pay. In the case of most of them provision

Is made for payment of their actual expenses when on
duty. Every public institution, from the university
to the Home for the Feeble-minded, is managed, ad-

ministered and controlled by citizens who give to the
public, free of cost, their time and such attention as
they can bestow. This implies an admirable public
spirit on their part, for which they deserve the good
willof the people. There are occasional failures of
excellence in management, and there have been rare

instances of carelessness and perhaps corruption
—

cases in which an unsalaried director or trustee has
been willing to profit him6elf out of his office. But
these- lapses have been so infrequent as not to supply
any argument against the general system. .As com-
pared with the well salaried Harbor Commission, the
unsalaried boards of State institutions stand in con-
spicuous and honorable contrast. This seems to prove
that the payment of salaries is no safeguard against
improper use of official opportunity. We do not in-
tend that this illustration shall- apply specifically to the
existing Harbor Commission, which seems to be
equal to the best of its predecessors, but to the many
scandals that have stained that part of the public ad-
ministration in the past.

For years a proposition has been in the air for the
creation of a State Board of Charities and Correc-
tions. An act creating such a board was passed hy
the last Legislature and sustained a pocket veto by
the Governor.

The subject has since been agitated, and the propo-
sition is expected to take shape at the meeting: of the
State Association of Charities and Corrections to be
held in Oakland next Friday.

As far as the plan has crystallized it calls for a bi-
partisan bod}-, unsalaried, but with a paid secretary,
who willnaturally become the executive officer of the
board and will really do the business assigned to it.
This board willneither appoint officers and employes
of the State institutions, nor* purchase their supplies,
but willhave a visitorial and supervisory function. It
will have oversight of the directors and' trustees of
the institutions, enforce a common system ofkeeping
books and accounts, and willrecommend to the Leg-
islature the appropriation actually required for the
institutions under its jurisdiction. Every one who has
experience in the management of punitive, eleemosy-
inary and correction work will see that a board with
such functions can be of genuine service.

Two things must be kept in sight in the operation
of -every public institution. One is its work in the
line of the purpose for which it exists, and the other
is the business economy of its administration. On
every local board of trustees and directors there
should be some member, or members, whose knowl-
edge and sympathies are with the purpose of the in-
stitution which they manage. On the Board of Re-
gents of the University should be members who cher-
ish, from experience, a proper ideal of university
work. The Normal schools are benefited by the pres-
ence of trustees who know about the teaching of
teachers, who know that not every scholar can teach,
and that the ability to impart knowledge does not
necessarily go with its possession. On every direc-
tcry for the insane should be some who are in touch
with the latest conclusions of science in the treatment
of mental alienation. The State schools for incorri-
gible juveniles should be very carefully officered;
their directories should be men and women wise in
the ways of salvation to good citizenship of the
young, who have been too early perverted by neglect
and bad training. Now all men of experience know
that such individuals may be far less expert in busi-
ness than in the humane specialties which equip them
for properly administering an institution in line with
its purpose. For that reason the merely business
oversight may often be usefully given to such a
board as is proposed. But such a board should have
nothing to do with patronage or purchases. Its duty
should be the enforcement of business economies
upon the local trustees and directors. To give it
patronage_and the purchase of supplies would surely
lead to corruption, and as surely to the injury of the
institutions, and to their diversion from their 'pur-
pose.

Impinged upon this proposition is another that may
well be considered. The auditing and allowance of
the bills of the State institutions are now done by the
Board of Examiners, consisting of the Governor and
other State officers. The duty is imposed upon them
by statute. The constitution defines the duties of
these officers, and those of the Board of Examiners
are not among them. With the multiplication of State
institutions the business of the board has^risen until
itnearly submerges th.e ex-officio members who com-
pose it. It is proposed to make the new Board of
Charities and Corrections a Board of Audit of these
thousands of accounts, relieving the Governor and
other officers of a duty that is a burden when added
to their constitutional functions. In that shape we
are not prepared to deny that there is merit in the
plan for this addition to the machinery of the State.
But if it take the shape of a purchasing and patron-
age agency, only evil willresult from it.

THE STATE'S CHARITIES.
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A PAINFUL SURPRISE.
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AUCTION" SALES.

Br S. VTaOclE*—F&ninSay. January 5. at 10 o'clock. Hons<*
?Zt O2rria?*e. at IIJBf Goia« Gat* avenue.
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; CV^tTJil .Tfce*fpp-"The Hfart of Maryland."... '. Qjlifsrsla—Strauss' Orchestra. . .''.Orrheuni
—

VauoeyiUe. ¦
• . .

Grand Opera-ilouse
—

"?Ceil Gwjt."
¦•• Albsjnbra

—
"."SJienarKloali."

Alc&siT—"Nell Gwycne." ¦ .
•.
'

Onlmnlii* "TliB Eel'.t ci New Tork."
TivoU—"Cinderella."

¦

Olyrtipla. comer Mason and Eddy etreets^S pecialties.
Chutes. .Zoo acd Tte«ter—:Vaudevi>le every afternoon and

•v*r.:r.g. .' •
"

Hsch^s-VauaevUle. . * •

Metropolitan- Temple— Tale Gle* 'and 'Banjo Clabe.
Metropolitan Tesaple

—
Hen*ch«l Xtecitals, -Tuesday. Feb. 5.

ORj'.fomia Jockey Clxib 'Oakland)—Races:

ARE WE TO ¦¦"¦¦¦ KUlHAVE AN EPIDEMIC HH
OF KIDNAPING? .

ZZZZ^HZ^IZZ P1NKERTON SAY$ "YES." '. _
SEYMOUR SAYS

"
WO." . ¦

THE SUNDAY CALL
JANUARY 6, 1901. . \:

ASan Francisco '¦¦ Fi*cc With Next
Violinist Relates ==zz Sunday's Call—
His Experiences E=i=E Eduard Strauss'
as -"Fiddler" to ¦ Best Two-Step.
New York's 400. TKE : : '-_ _

Sunday How to FlirtWith
The Biggest *«*£? a 'Fan.

Game Heads and *"•
~

: "T
Skins

"°
T stor y o? the King

You Ever Saw.
"'"

of Cattle Kin£s
-

Do You Know Him? . ••

Ropes of Pearls 1 Peck's Bad Boy:
for Corsage and jArrives in New
Coiffure. Z ==1York. .

new series MR. BOWSER'S TRIBULATIONS.
OF

- - '
; BY C.'B. £EW1S.
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~
THE "WIDOW MAGOOGIN PAPERS.STORIES. BY JOHN J. JENNINGS.


