
One of the most curious of duels; say*

Tit-Bits,' was the balloon duel InFrance,

which was fought In13C3. The combatants
were M. de Grandpre and M. le Pique,

who had quarreled— about a lady, of
course. This lady was one Mile."Tlrevlt.
an actress at the Imperial Opera. On the-

appointed day M. de Grandpre entered tha
car of one balloon.- with his second, and
M. le Pique, with his second, mounted

the other in the garden of the Tuileries.
before an Immense crowd of admiring

spectators. "When all was ready the ropes
were cut and the balloons shot upward

for a distance of about half a mile above
th*earth. The wind being light they wers
able to keep the distance of about eighty

yards 'between each other with which
they started. On reaching the agreed alti-
tude the signal was given to fire. M. I*
Pique missed, but M."de Grandpre's baU
went through the silk of the other balla*>?w
which immediately

'
collapsed. The <*¦**

•

descended with frightful velocity and both
M. le Pique and his second were dashe4
to pieces.' The balloon of the victor con-
tinued to ascend and M. de Grandpr*

came 'back to earth some league* from
Paris. \ .

Somebody has asked whether a duel hs«
ever been fousht in'the air.

arguing she was prevailed upon to promise

to consider 1L ¦ 'And
'tha"^night she slipped;

out of the back door:and ;¦was gone -with;
questionable •

"
?companions, "NydT '.'¦; course.

Whether .she, r had >:cultivated f.depravity
until it was' a-,habit', that' only:herculean

'

efforts" could :break, 'or whether it-.was ln-
born;'only a Nordau could dfceide; »but her \
downward? course, was not stayed; for a
day. - :, 'r. "¦

' -
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' ;,,: '',-,-", •',./- ,?'¦¦

,' The children ;in Australia wereft.most;

likely jnythicaljoffspring, and Bonny 'was^
not :in jthe' least ;likelyxto

*
have

4 so
'
sacrl-'

flced"- herself Jaiid ;time.JThe'y wereTprob- >

ably':fictitious, .manufactured to '- play
oh : the", ' 'sympathy -. of

-
1her :

'
father,*,

inTiwhich '.capacity > they.;served v ef-
fectually, jfor / the loan

-
was .l^negb-^

tiated and ? Bonny .was the happy posses-
sor/bf four^ thousand; dollars in]cash.^wlth ,
which amount she proceeded to San' Fran-"
Cisco, ,where

"
;money^ could be,spent ,to ad-.;

vantage.' Many there will1 probably re-

'
¦

¦

-
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member, a rather handsome,' fleshy,woman ¦

who!boarded at a leading hotel \and- tipped

the waiters as' they^nad never jbeenUlpped >,

before^with J3 goldfpiefces;^ Bonny .played;?
her^*cards ..well,("and 'speiit^ her:four^ thou- ":
sanddollaxs" to*advantage; Jbefjbre'a* week;
was out jeve'ry.njaiiiin^:; SaJ^Franclsco who ¦

'.was"' al'.'high .flyer^_'|tn>fewj; her,"and iBonKy';
.wined Vand .'dined "to» her Jheart'sTcontent.^
and old'man Riley^ continued to:pour down

i^thelwhljky.iwhile. Ws -.daughter/ didMike-f
wise*Jwith\champagne; /\_'-:.;..:y.:

-,-~'. *:. ]: f̂ .;.
r£ Thejfour

"
thousand 'was idwindling,ibut~*

its"lavish display had; served her purpose, .
1brought her 'into prominence and :enabled

'

,the flanwJTo'^ttract another:".inoth, this"
itime in the shape of a wealthy!young man

'
who. was encased vto;an.estimable rounx;

lady, which same girlhad .the good sense
to throw"overher.gay lover.; ».He Wnelt'at Bonny's feet, and spent even
more thousands than she. had (papa's

thousands .were a ¦gpod investment), for
her lover took her to the most fashionable
.watering, places.'. They. veie .constantly
together, new .diamonds flashed on the
Countess" and money ;ran like*water. When
he had finally ruined -himself, spent over,
a hundred' thousand ;dollars "and was out-
of cashf and ". credit,IBonny "was seeking
pasture's new, and ."casting • the light in*
other directions for-new.moths to come
and singe their Swings. . '* ':~\
t Here It-'might:.be :mentioned, that her
discarded lover retrieved some of'his for-
hine?: likewise, his"position

'
in society "and

Harried a'New .York''belle!
;Bonny had laughed at love, had thrown
to the winds the affection of every hu-
man ;belng£that-had,wasted, Iton her, had
squandered her money* and '"pawned her
Jewels,-;.; and again; she :returned- to the
home of:her childhood. .This '-'

time so
hardened

'
and '^wicked that .not aivestige

-of /good '"remained,? yet she still held her
fascination",; -not^ only for men, but for

.women; and-not alone for the wicked, but
the s

good, the' kind; the vlrtuo"us. \
'Herfather had little left, and was now

•,%lconfirmed 'drunkard; livingin his shab-
by,home, his last piece of propel-ty. with
lxjttousekeeper.; "=* But his daughter was
merciless. .^She :was %> without money and

/ without admirers^-that adjunct
to her "happiness— so her father must Ikj

, iacrlflcedj_on ..the Valtar -of ;her extrava-
rance ;arid^'depravity,"; and "she S^dld not

-,'hesitate In carrying out her scheme.
-
Sho

5laid >the plot
*
to have;him;taken . to tha

insane asylum, at Salem and wa's. ready
h to -"execute' lC;when

*
alljher -"cleverly laid

.plans Jfere frustrated by\the !very woman'
who said she. was so fascinating and she

,"was ;so
'
fond}of hjer^ that

'
she ,would any

;day jtake :her, into ¦ner:home if-'she would
only¦'"refonn-7<he',saine woman

'
}who, when

,' she 'Jwaa ,a^^ child," had TurgediBonny to be
Igo"od ¦•;and^"pray^!.

'
She* sotVthe fold

"
man> from",the house,- an<T for;day ai

"
he was hld-'denJr Bonny's"rrage'.was terrible to behold.

'j;Shei hadjplayed:a ¦ trump^card {and -lost.
iSh« ijintended rhavlnf^hj^^onflnedjln the

asylum and herself appointed as'guard-
|lan.

<and*'ib«.did not frail;In finding legal*
scapegraces to assist \ her. '»'

"

»;8he stood ,^oh' th«j porch," stamped her
% toot-'f swore iand pranced Iwildly vld and

She was conci^ly described as.- "an >at-
traetlve girl with reddish brown hair,
hazel eyes rind clear and creamy' skin.
She was tall arid' well proportioned "and1

had a dash Inappearance as well as in hsr
ways and conversation." '. ]

'

•."'-=
After her mother's death she was sent

to the convent only later to be -.expelled
as incorrislble. Then St. Helen's Hall-was'
tried withlike results, and later,her father

'

sent her East to school, from which sbV
was al.se* expelled. 3y this time she* had'
reached 16 years iand had her first 'scan-
dal. Reports ¦ would reach her old Port-
land fViends. sometimes of her gay esca-
pades,-lavish display of jewels and -el*-'
gant costumes; again Bonny would .b?
hard pressed for monev: but most of the.
time she was basking .in.the sunshine of

some rich man's favor, i

Then she entirely dropped' from view,
only.to turn up again as a Countess,' hav-'
ingbeen abroad a fewyears and added to
her name another, and^withia prefix.

Bonny did not bring^ the!Count* with
her to America, nor offer any proof;of the
Count's existence' other ,than' the [claim
to the title and two babies,* which 'she said
were in Australia, awaiting- the';. poor
mamma's return. ,Bonny •_ had..come ,% to
Portland to replenish her Vpocketbook :at
the expense of her father,* who was daily
making the distance between himself and
a drunkard's grave grow beautlf ullj l̂ess^

Old Mr. Riley'.was 'as, wax In Bonny*8

hands ;'she urged "on him*the
'necesgltyTof

Immediate funds to permit her to return to
Australia to her darlings, and the upshot
of Bonnes persuasions,' which she did hot
hesitate to use on her father in the ab-
sence of a better subject, was that his
.¦

- • . '
;,

last piece of property. 'except one of small
value, was mortgaged ¦and r $4000 handed

tbyer tcThisgay .and festive daughter, who
ipromised .to provide for]jhim. She prob-

Iably,cajoled him by promises of jreturn-
Ing "more than 'she borrowed later on. and
so beguiled the helpless old man into part-

¦Ing with;nearly all-he had. \J

\ ,A"well-known business manMn Portland
'/. fell under the speli of.her fascinations and
.danced attendance *tb;her,. regardless -of

.-the scandal' created.. One of her ..old
,friend^ happened into an Ice cream, parlor
r as tha two were taking refreshments, and
.despite her "sister's* advice .¦went "over .to
;Bonny, and spoke; feeling, as she after-
¦'... ward '¦¦said,,that she .would be '•moved \by

|the sight
-
and recognition'; <in*spite

'
of,her

unsavory reputation) ¦ ofran old friend "of'
her; Innocent days; ;but Bonny /.was,not
made of impressionable material: she was
moved 'only to Irritation"and did nothesi-
tate to show It

¦_«She' turned^ witha' stony stare and', with
the coldness of a duchess offered' the tips
;of her fingers. '< \-;.' '/{. \
•'..*, Her, friends," however, made' one final,ef-'
?,fort. VThey sent for her,' argued, reasoned,

£bagged for'her mother's '.sake,; if not for
her, own, to ,turn to:a'.new life!/;Ther^ of-;
fered :her fa"home until., sne "could,secure

-employment,' promised her she' should nipt*
be. snubbed, and that they,, .respectable.

¦/» people,' would go out with;her,and [try tb-*
rreinstate '*her},wlth:those •who'shad•noti
stepped ;from the :narrow/!path*. >But}air

iappeals were useless; nothing.was further,

.from her.mind 'than ;seeking employment
1 and reformation, with;attendant, humilia-^'¦ tlons.' •Finally after much* persuasion and'

though her playmates, would not follow
suit 8nd filch from their mothers they

nevertheless were not. so shocked at Bon-
ny but that they would play with her..
She wielded sufficient

'
influence among

them to hold her place. One'little girl
of a pious temperament, who was fond of.
her. and even worriei over her shortcom-"
Ings,' tried to induce" her -to go to-Sunday-

school and be honest and-mlnd her-moth-
er; but Bonny too"k all these admonition*-
good-naturedly while not In the least
profiting, or caring to profit, by their
beneficence.

She was brisht and bold' and, like gay ¦

¦ Robin Hood, even those who were shocked
at her sins were not blind to her, attrac-
tions. ¦ . „/.-,

-
V

' -
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*7& KKW months seo there were ad-

/L\ vertlseir.ents In many of the lead-
U \ Ing papers of our large cities for

the heirs of Bonny Riley . for-
merly cf Portland. Or., who killed herself
In Paris.

Her history is interesting, not alone be-
cause of Its variety *iut as a study of a
"degenerate"; and to rrove the truth of
the old adage "the vafea cf sin is deaxh."
which purport is that Itusually comes in

some sudden and terrible form, such as
suicide, accident under some awful cir-
cumstance, or assasslnaiicn; and the man
or woman who leads s*n adventuous life

and then dies peacefully Inbed. Gurround-
ed by friends and reia.tives. is the excep-

tion that proves the rale to the contrary.

Benny Riley was not one ofthese. An lnti-
xna-te ecquaintace with one who knew her
well as a child and lived neighbor to her

for years while she was youngr. even then
showing a tendency to throw all thought

of honor to the winds, and who met and
remonstrated with her later, gives me an

opportunity to throw more light,on her
life and character and trace at intervals
her career from chlldifood to the grave.

It. B. Riley was one of the pioneers of
Portland, his family being among the
early settlers of Eusrene. Or. 3 His wife

was a woman of hizh temper, which the
did not make any noticeable effort to
govern.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Rilty were of
-
north

of Ireland birth. Mr. Riley was In the
¦wood business and made a. comfortable
living for his family, who resided in a
nice home and enjoyed all the comforts
but few of the luxuries of life.

There were three children
—

Bonny and

two brothers. The father was easy goini;

and Indulgent, none too strict with either
himself or others. The mother was hieh-
etrung and Imperious. Bonny must hava
Inherited her mother's qualities, together
•with her father's »elf-ii»dulrent disposi-
tion and tendency *.o condone bis own
faults whatever they might be.

When her mother would send her to
the grocery or bakerv or on any errand
to make a purchase she would always ap-
propriate to her own use, for candy or
rake, five or ten cents and pretend to her
mother that she had apent it for the pur-

chases for which she was sent; and when
remonstrated with by her conscientious

little playmates would laugh at them -and.
say that her mother didn't give her as
much spending money as she should and
so the only way was to help herself,
which Ebe did with considerable san?
froid. Ithink Mr.Xordau would call this
an early and conclusive: mark of degen-

eracy. But Bonny, even Inher chJJdhood,
was not without her attractions: and al-

And now they advertise for her heirs.

But no claimant appears. No father, for

he has long since filled a drunkard's
grave: no children In Australia, and no
kith nor kin the wide world over.

cries of the passersby. and a crowd of
the curious and sympathetic lifting: up
the bruised, crushed form of the once
pretty Bonny

—
dirt on the face. •tb« red-

brown hair matted with dust' and blood,

crushed almost beyond recognition, the
dainty, delicate satin gown besmeared
and sticky, the bones broken and the Ufa

almost extinct. She lingered In delirious
agony nearly four days. The revelers re-
turned to their homes. The lover hushed
up Ws affair d'amour. The bride-elect.
In.Ignorance of her flance'a part In th«
tragedy. went sweetly and peacefully to

the altar and promised to "love, honor

and obey." and no visfon of a crushed,
bedraggled, blood-stained woman In a
gown as delicate as her own darkened her

day dreams of a happy married life. Nor
did the man whom she .promised to lov»
attend the funeral where the flowers were

heaped high and many a man, yes, and
some women who had felt the fascination
of Bonnv RUey laid thetr tributes on, h«r
grave. ,V?*

Then a thud from one of the balconies
on the street below two stories down, the

The party was at Us fullheight—laugh-
ter, Kayety, wine; yes. "wine, women and
¦ong."

So they reached the table. .¦ She laughed
and chatted., drank and joked. Ah. Bon-
ny was gay! She -was rightlynamed.

pose. He
- was as calm ,and determined

to throw over her love as she herself had
been many times before %o another.

"80 when .they, were ready for the ban-
quet, and Bonny smiling beside him. ha
broke the news and told her of his ap-
p'roachlngr*marriage. "She started.."recoil-
ed, begged ina few words, but to no pur-

-MW»«U ja«rv>\In the presence of *o many

people she 'would have to control herself
and be calm. Besides, there were several
there who had shown her attention, and
she would naturally turn, through pique,

Ifhot preference, and accept the inevlta-
ble-^simply a change of lovers: Itgoes

on all the* time "in Paris.' and Bonny was
used to It. Itwould be nothing new to
her."

•

There was a grand dinner and party to
be given, to which they were going. Here,
he thought, was a good place to break the

Then the rest of the story ba told. 8ha
who had found so many men tiresome—
when the money was gone. O. the hu-
miliation of it!

—
had grown tiresome to

the one man she loved! Her dashlnr. bold
beauty had grown wearisome, her cuto
ways had palled, and her fascination was
waning. How to get rid of.her was tha
Question. He had engaged himself to a
rood woman of aristocratic jfamily.' and
Bonny must be put awavlike any other
vice of his youth. --.I" • • ; *

down, win* from th» ether end of the
block her old friend watched her and felt
the last 'spark of Benny's fascination for
her dim and than die. Bonny suspected

what'had jbeen don* and sent word to
that effect, but no reply or satisfaction
was vouchsaf ed her. so Bonny left, to
turn tip a few months later InParis, tha
admired of all admirers, with her car-
riage rolling along the Bols d» Bologna,
a coterie of rich fast young men in at-
tendance, and she again bedecked InJaw-
els, laces and velvets.

Agrain talked about: again with, a flat*
terlng of moths around the Came, and
man after man singed his heart, bttrnt
his bank notes, and did not even g«t

"thank you" for It. /
At last the flame commenced to con-

sume Itself. Bonny really had a heart,
and one of the numerous lovers had
found It. had calmly pierced It deeper
than his own was pierced. ¦. '¦-*.¦ :'.i<

Bonny Riley Her Fate


