
The blood of the Hoosler is less easily
heated than that of hia neighbor across
the Ohio. Yet. ifone Is to judge from tho
numb* r of swear words and exclamations
In-use in our State \* would seem that
even we occasionally feel their need. Of
the following list of exclamatory expres-
sion? all are considered In good form on
certain occasions at least In som<\ part*
of the State: "Jerusalem" crickets."
"shucks.** "byJlng." "by crloky." t'dlnged
If -I Uon't." "jeeminycrlmmtny-'whlz."
"gosh danged," "gosh a'mighty." "I
*wan." "gee whfz." "gee whllllken"
(formed on Jerusalem), "by gravy," "by
grab." "dad xooks." "dad burn." "by
gum." "great scott." "all-fired." "I'llb»
dogon'd" or "darcon'd" (Barry uses a
rlmllar term, "datronet." In "Sentimental
Tommy"), "for the

'
land's sake." "my

goodness." "oh. my." "the dickens," laws-
a-mercjr." "plague take It."

The demand for words and expressions
to relieve overwrought fueling seems to
be felt by all humanity— Hoosler human-
ity as well as otherwise.

An examination Of some of th* folTc
words and phrases that have been cur-
rent in Indiana will reveal many things
of historical interest. Think, for example,
of the testimony of former economic con*
ditions contained in the expression "sharp
bit." In the early days there was but lit-
tle or no change in the country, nor was
it convenient for traders comjng from
New Orleans and elsewhere to bring with
them any other than the larger coins. la
order to make sin«ll«r change the settlers
cut.these coins Into pieces, and tnesa
pieces were known a<< "sharp bits."

farther, "kin"for can. "quare" for queer,
"puty" for pretty, "drap for drop,
"seed"' for saw. "kinder for kind of.
"sheer" for share, 'tuck' for took "sum-
pin" for something, "ole" for old. toiler
for boiler, "kittle" for kettle. *'h Isted
for hoisted, "j'lnt" for Join, "ruinated
for ruined, etc.

Person* who have lived In the rural dis-
tricts of the State will recognize the fol-
lowing very common expressions; "All-
git-out." as in "It's a-rainln' to beat all-
git-out;" "passel." as in "They're Jlst a
passel of fools;" "hump your stumps," as
"Hump your stumps, ole woman, and git
me up a snack:" "fixln's," as In "pie an*
cake an' chicken, an* slch fixln's" (said to
be common InPennsylvania): "finicky

—
1. e.. finical; "slather." as In "He Just
slathers away and says anything:" "she-
nanigan." to cheat; "thlng-a-majlg," a*

in "What kind of a thlng-a-rajig have you
got there?"

come, through successive stop?, common.
mean, low down. Its use Is by no means
confined to Indiana.

The word "mosey." frequently heard In
such expressions • as, "He moseyed off
down the crick." has the Hoosier stamp,
but la met. with elsewhere. The diction-
aries which confine K are curiously in er-
ror as regards Its meaning. According to
them itmeans to move off quickly, to get
out, to light out, to hustle. Eut in Cen-
tra! Indiana, at Ip.ist.it means to saunter
along, to walk slowly along, as if with
no particular destination in view, and israrely or never used 1n the sense given
by the dictionaries. Most accounts of Its
derivation are equally erroneous. One au-
thor tells a story of a defaulting Postmas-
ter named Moses, tvho teft between two
days, and he absurdly connects the word
with the name and manner of flight. The
word .possibly cornea from the Spanish
Imperative verb, "vamos." go: I. e.. it-In
a Variation of "vamoose." which Is s«o de-
rived, and which has some of the mean-
ings ascribed to., "rnosey."

Probably some, ifnot all, cf the follow-
ing word* and phrases are more frequent-
lyused InIndiana than elsewhere: "Heap
sight." as In "more ground by a heap
sight"; "juberous'." ae In "I felt mighty
juoerous about crossin' the rivpr": "Jam-
boree." in the' sense of a "big tfme":
"flabbergasted." 1. e.t exhausted: "garg-
ley,"'l.e.. awkward: "Imind that," for
"Iremember that"; "bumfoozled."' I. e..
"rattled"; "whangdoodle." as In"Are you
going to.the whangdoodlo to-night?"

But the individuality of a dialect Is, in
,fact. • far more a result of accent qr of
pronunciation than of the -possession of
expressions peculiar to itself. As has just
been pointed out. Indiana has but few
provincialisms that are peculiarly her
own.* But where else than. In Indiana
would one hear' the long-drawn flatness
of the "a" In«such words as "sassers,"
"saft." "parsnips." etc.? Or where else
would one hear such a sentence as "I
swum straight acrost the crick, an' kept
a-gbln* right ahead through the paster.
an* dim plum to the top of yan ridge
ox-er yander. an' wm considerable tired
like comln' down t'other side, but at last
got to that air road." pronounced as a
citizen of "Hoopole Kyounty, Injeanny."
.would have pronounced it > forty years
ago?. . .
¦•• Perhaps the ¦most marked characteris-
tic of Incorrect as compared with correct
speech consists in the abbreviation or con-
tortion of words.- InIndiana ItIs common
to bear "fur" used for far. "further" for

PECULIARITIES OF DIALECT IN THE HOOSIER STATE
ARTICULARLYmarked Is the dls-

Xfs-J) similarity between the folk speech
\\y^ ot the northern part of tho State
i and that'of the southern part. TJ»e
settlers In the. north, cams .mainly from
New England. Pennsylvania. New York
and Northern Ohio, s.nd in consequence
there exists in the north a strong Yankee
twang. Those in the southern part catne
mainly from Virginia. Maryland. South-
ern Ohio; the Carolinas. Kentucky andTennessee, and the idiolect show? ; the
Boutherhlnfluence, containing some points
of similarity. to the negro and the "poor
white" or "cracker" dialect.

The expression "right smart.", as in the
sentence. "He has a right smart chance
of corn,", is an illustration of the dluslm-
llarlty. The expression is used generally
in Central-. and Southern Indiana, but is
rarely met with farther north. It la worth
noticing that while "right," In the sense
of "very," Is so much used in the South
as tq be considered by some writers a
Southern provincialism. -It is as well de-
scended" as most English

_
words. The

psalms have "Imyself
'
will Wake right

early."- . '

Not only has folk speech never been
uniform '.throughout Indiana, but exact
geographical bounds cannot be ;given to
the Hoosler dialect. It does not end with
States lints, but extends beyond them into
Kentucky, Ohio,' Michigan and Illinois,
gradually becoming modified and shading
oft into, other .dialects. Much the same
may be said in regard to the other dia-
lects extending into Indiana. Doubtless,
also, in many States farther. West there
are colonies « of ¦ transplanted Hoosiers
where the "dialect is spoken in almost its
original purity, while all over tho United
States expressions of Hoosler birth havo
beeomo domiciled.

The fact is. it has always been true, and
never more so than tn these days of rapid
communication and shifting population,
that , In nothing1is the student of folk
speech 60 liable to error as in-assigning
geographical limits to a word or phrase.
Our local dialects,.: from which •,we get
many.of our folk .words and phrases, are
pretty thoroughly mixed.

For example,' take, the familiar word
"tote," a word which we know did not
originate In Indiana, yet which has be-come a part of Hoosler dialect. Most per-

sons, if questioned as to the origin andrange of this ¦word, would doubtless, con-,
nect it with tho negro, and certain it la"
that the negro—especially the' negro In
dialect stories— uses . th« word freely. As
a matter of fact. ho\vever, the word was
in use in.Virginia at least as early as 1677,
when thero. were four times more white
bond servants than there were' negroes.
There are old, abandoned post roads InMaine, where negroes were unknown, that
went by tho name of "tote roads." and,
furthermore, the word "tote" was a com-
mon one in England during the seven-
teenth century. The conclusion mu3t,
therefore, be that "tote" is not of African
origin, nor Is its use conlined to localities
where negroes are found.

"Cantankerous" is .another word often
met with in."Hoosler dialect, but by no
means conlined to the narrow bounds of
our State. Thackeray speaks of a- "can-
tankerous humor." Charles Egbert Crad-
dock (Miss Murfree>. in her story, "Tho
Casting Vote." puts into the mouth of tho
Coroner tho sentence, "He's ez hardheart-
ed, an' tyrannical, an' perverse, an1 can-
tankerous a critter ez e,ver lived.'-' Even
Chaucer makes use of the word ."con-
teke."- from which "cantankerous" Is-
probably derived. ., • .

So wide, indeed. Is the geographical dis-
tribution of most folk words and phrases
•that; while taking the United States .over,
one can. collect ¦ great numbers of collo-
qulallsms. ItIs extremely 'difficult to find
words or phrases that aro confined to a
single -dialect. The; fact "'is, the mixing
process has been so effective that mos,t
provincialisms have ceased to be provin-
cial.' The writers of this article axe com-
pelled to confers, and they take no shame
to themselves for so doing, that In spite
of considerable pearch they have been un-
able to find a single provincialism which
they would be willingto assert Is at pres-
ent confined to Indiana alone. . .

"Wants out" and "wants in." In such
sentences a* "The dog W3 nts out"— that
is. '-'wants to go out"—have been pointed
out as peculiar to our State. Possibly so,
but the elision occurs In",othei" phrases,
e. g., "They -let me In for a nickel.** "The
hired man wants off." and Is so simple
and -useful' that, its -'use is probably wide-
spread.

A native of Massachusetts, once asked
one

'
of the:writers •about the . word "or-

nary,".-saying he,had never heard it out-
side of Hoosie.rdom. The word is a simple
and. natural variation of "ordinary."
through the short pronunciation of "ord"-
nary," and Its present meaning has b«-

neard shouts of excltsment and enthusi-
asm as the. ball knocked down four, pins
and a 'uost and followed the first out of
the window. "When they had assisted Mr.
Bowser to his feet and all had taken a
drink over' his mlraculoua bowling, the
thought suddenly struck him that he
ought to go home. He also grot ItInto his

Bowser? Where's ole man Bow—bow-
—"

Andtie slept and snored.
\;::\i'f.,

'
« ? ¦

Occasionally Fecret service Information
comes from an unexpected source, as was
the case last year with a New York bank.
The president of this institution, who Is
something of a crusty customer, received

a
'
call one morning from a gentleman

whose principal claim to distinction rested
on a preternaturally large and clean-
shaven jaw overhan&injr a highly re-
splendent diamond o( Indubitable worth.
The caller proceeded. at once to business,
introducing himself as beinc "the Inside
man with Square Mike Smith" (naming a

willcome out all right."

Itwas true that a pain under his shoul-
der blade had seat Mr. Bowser to a quack
doctor, and that ha had been told to ex-
ercise more and eat less. He had imagined
about all the rest. After getting out of
the house, he let no grass grow under his
feet before reaching the club. He was

/
•

IF
there v.crc zvcl\ a thing as a beauty

show for men few white men would
stand a.ny chance for the prize against

a certain full-blooded American In-
dian now livingIn Now York City. This

man Is Tahamor.t. a brave of the Abe-
r.oV.l tribe of Indians, who is rrpirded by

artl^U a* almost a perfect specimen of
manly beauty, both In face and figure.

From the point of view of the athlete

the Indian lacks flesh nnd muscle, as he
5« six feet two Inches tall and weipha but
:M pounds. But his physique is all bon«

end Flnetr and he has the power and en-

durance for -which his race Is famous.
Tahamont is greatly In demand as an

artist'* model and receives. ItIs sold, the
highest price for posing paid to any male

modeL Hi* face and fisuie are familiar
to thousands who see the illustrations In

the prominent weekly papers. K. TV.

Deirlrg. De Conta Smith and Frederic

Remington are amonc the well-known
artists who draw from him. Tahamont
Is an expert on Indian dress and orna-
mentation. His wife, who Is like him-

telf a full-blood of ihe Abenalds, also
poses. The Abenakls. formerly resldenta
of Maine, have moved to St. Francis.'
Canada, where they are prosperous and
good citizens. In the Abenaki tongue
TahaznosX £!ff&i£cs ""The time of corn
gri?*!

'̂
rg.**

MOST PERFECT
INDIAN MODEL INALL AMERICA

(Ccpyrtgh*, 1X1. rv C. B. LewisJ

W7HEX Mr. Pnr^r reached hom«
thvcthrr ovonlns his looks gave'
away t};e fact that he had some
scheme on fcnj,d. and all throu<:i

the tllr.ner hour Mrs. Bow«t>r wah wonler-
lr.g whether ho had bought a family h<>5
or taken stock In xn umbrella wh!ch
cou3<l b«> carried in the vest pocket when
not in use. Sh« «rmit«d patiently for hi»
news, and Bt last sai<3:
"Idon't want to startie yon. Mrs. Bott-

*er. but Ileel it my duty to tell you
something. As my wife you ouylrt to

know what the doctor pays about m»."
"But what can he say aoout you. except

that you are In first-class health?" s^io
ftskM.

"T«*" Ilock to be In first-class health.
2H<?n r'a"=s me or. the street and can' me:
but. ala=. they don't know: Ihave sus-
pected it for several months past, but nniy

to-dsv ha\e Ibeen fully satisfied."
"You've fcnr<» off to some quack dnctnr

«r;<l let y-.'.rr. stu^! you with a. lot of non-
tf-r.sf. You've got an appetite • liks a
her?", you pleep like h. log, and I'd like
to *«-e a healthier man than you «r*.

What Old the foci of a doctor fay?"

"Mre. FSowser, you are addressing your

busbaodr
••I know that, and he's got another tnJt

on har.d. Ireal'/ believe that ifanybody

#0)oui<l c<<ni<? around with a tin horn you'4
buy it and try to ~rt up *inew toot.

'
At nimost any olh^r time those words

would have jumped Mr. Bowser a foot
]-.iph. but on this occasion he re*na<ned
calm and r'iaci<l. and there was a '-ouch
of pathos in Ms tone as Vie replied:

."Very well, Mrs. Bowser.; we will lef
the subject drop right here.' If Irile a
few years before my time odds Is the dif-
ference."

He dropped into a chair and n^ld hi?
head in his hands, and the cat came in
from the hall and sat down In frontof him
and looked so mournful that Mrs. Bowser
melted enouea to Fay:

"V.'ell, what <SM tho doctor say?'*

"General decay of the muscuiar system

above the waist," answered Mr. Bowser.
"Iforget tvhai medical term ve used, but
that's what Itamounts to. Too vS?.>ru"ja
action- cf the heart, combined with lack
of exerci.«*, Ijwhat has brougnt it about.
Imay ct-1-aDiO any day."

"Didn't the doctor sav there was u
remedy?"

"V«»: he advised "Immediate and vlafuf-
ouv'exercl**

—
something for the «r-n.-« -»nd

Ehnu'.dfXM In particular. Iwent r!^l:t out

and joined a 'bowling club, anJ Ithousot
I'd drop In tills evening and r»K a few
bat's. Ifit a«su't a case of life:»ncS Jeitli

•you krow
" *•

"Isee."
"Under the circumstance you won't

raise a row about my be'itii; cult- for the
evening?

*

"No. Ifyou have decay of tha rouxcuiar
f>y?te»n vou must see to itat once."

"That's vhai the doctor s:iid. Tou
neein't sit u;> for me."

"No?" ,;;¦'.;¦ -'.

"Itmay be a little late, you see. IfI
find my muscles limbering: up'l shall keep
right at it. Just go right to bed at the
usual time and don't worry about my con-
dition. Ithink Ihave taken ItIntime and

fixed star In the gambling house firma-
ment). '',"•*,-'¦

"You think you don't -want to know
me," he continued, pointing a fat finger

at the disgusted president's solar plexus,
"but you do. Iwant to put you onto your

cashier."'
The urbane banker growled out his dis-

inclination to hear anything about his em-
ployes, but the visitor only hitched hla
chair up a foot nearer and lmperturbably

proceeded.
"He1? up in' the place every night, that

cash pusher of yours, roiling the bank'*
shiners across .the green."

"He's been winning your money. Isup-
pose, and that Is why you are here giving

information that nobody wants," sneered

the banker.
"Copper that bet unless you want to go

broke.." said the "sport." quietly.

"What do you mean, by that?"
"Copper it. Isay. You're twisted. He

ain't getting our money. We're, getting,

his; his or the bank's." .
"Oo you expect me to believe that you

came down here
"

"Sayi I'm busy." the visitor interrupted,

with sudden vigor. "Iknow you. You're

one of those dead ones that think they

know it all. Iain't got the time to hear
you tell it. Here's the point. Your cash-
ier blows Inhis dough at our place. That's

all right. Then he blows. in the bank's
dough for a few thou'. and what hap-
pens? "Why. you get onto him and you

make a horrible beef, don't you? And,

then it all gets Into the papers and the.
cops has to make a play by closing us for
a couple of weeksi right In the rush of tha
season. "We want that cashier reeled in.
He got to hi* ?eet. That's all. Take him
away, see? Take h!m away."

And with a sudden violent gesture that
would have knocked a fly oft the tip of
the banker's chin Ifa presumptuous Insect

had happened to be there the visitor

turned and went, leaving the banker
blinkingand speechless.— S. H. Adams in
Alnslee's.

THE BUNDAT CALL.

Tahamont, a Brave of the Abenaki Tribe.
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MR.BROWSER'S TRIBULATIONS.HE JOINS A BOWLING CLUB
AND TAKES HIS FIRST LESSON

warmth welcomed, and was told tnm .he

•Irst thing In order was to take a drink.
It'came out soon after he had swallow-d
his glass that he was attacked with decay
of the muscular system, and by advice he
took another. The twenty men at the
club that evening were all thoughtful,
Uind-hearted men. and when Mr. Bowser
got his coat and vest off and his suFpenri-

ers tied around his [waist and Was ready
for bowling, they suggested that he have
a little something to drink to take the
stiffness out of his shoulders. When he
rolled his first .ball it jumped out of the
alley and knocked a colored boy Into the
mldd.e o* next week and then crashed,
through * window, and some enthusiastic
individual siiRgested cocktails. His. soc-
oad remained .on the alley and jumped

over the pins and knocked the s:cte of the
house out, arid that incident created thirst
for more drink.

Mr. Bowser was Ilmherer on his lees and
Feeintr twenty-four phis and three or four
alleys when he mad* ready to roll his

third ball. He meant to mako it a win-
ner. He pot a firm grip and swung ItI*
and fro. and. then took a shor: run an-i
let her j;o. The action caused him to wit
down on the waxy planks-wlth a jar that
shook his teeth in their sockets, and he

h*>"rt that he must carry th?
'
victorious

ball with him to show Mrs. Bo'wspr. and
as he seemed Inclined to be crusty about
It.he was permitted to have his own way.

He departed v.'ith his coat and vest on em
arm and the ball under the other, and half
an hour later the sleeping Mrs. Bowser
was awakened by a racket which scared
her. ha»f to heath." Some one was moving

about on the floor below, and there ner«
hlcooughlng and chuckling: and gurgling;
Sh«^ threw on her wrapper and. descend-
ing, found Mr..Bowser had lighted th«
gas and was just about to begin' bowling,
lie was hatless, coatless anl vcstless, and
he was weaving about on hi* legs*.

"What on earth alls you?" she. tlemand-
rd as she took In the situation.
."Nnzzlr. all? me-nozzln tall!" he thickly

replied, as he lookeJ at her blankly.
"Now, 7«n. .everybody sntand ashldo
while 1 knocker down more'n a million
pins!"'. •
• He stood U\ th'» front window and sent
the ball roiling and. leaping and bounding

down the pnrlc after tha cat. creating a
nois- that -.vok«• up penjMo across the
strict, and then, with a happy expression
on his faco, he sank down on the floor and
murmured:

"Mlshus Bowser, .I'll roll you" t'r. er
drinks, Iwill. Shay, you orter shee shome
of er shots Imade to-nicht. Knocked
down shlx drinks' and more'n a million
pins. Shay, now, zhat doctor was rlsjht—

health back— got er lifeback— whocpce f'r.
me! Where's' er cat? Vv'hexe's i>i!shu3


