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The opening of Gilbert's Melodeon. on
the corner of Kearny and Clay streets.
December 5. ISo'J. was a notable event.

reminiscences of the pioneer minstrels oX

California. Broken in health and yielding

to the encroachments of old ace. Mr.San-
ford is one of the sturdy old gentlemen

who reflect credit and honor upon tha
profession they*fcllow'ed. for many yeari.

There was a sensational story of kid-
naping in the latter part of '59 which la

worth mentioning for the reason that
Louise Poullln, who was said tohave been
abducted, carried aboard th© Panama

steamer November 5and brought back th«
12th, was weir known as a comic opera
singer several years ago, :and, her hus-
band, Harry Warner, was for many years
business manager of Daniel Frohman's
celebrated Lyceum company. :-S~ '

brother actor with a congratulatory

rreetlnr to which bis answer was: *T««.
Idid splendidly this tlm*. Only lost $3."

A hasty calculation on this basis would
make Mr.Deaves a debtor to his manager

for a large -sum during tha last thre«
years of the fifties.
It would be worse than useless to at-

tempt to keep a record of the circus en-
terprises and their location during this
period. Lee & Marshall figured exten-
sively and there were many efforts to

combine dramatic and equestrian enter-

tainments. Performing elephants and
grand opera got mixed up with a model
of King.Solomon's. Temple, which was
exhibited at a pavilion on Montgomery
street, between Post and Sutter, . the
prices for the menagerie show being: high-

er than the best seats for the opera,
while the minstel shows under varlou3
names kept right on drawing good audi-
ences at high rates of admission.
-Ifone was to ask the veteran minstrel,

L»ew Rattler, who is stilla resident of S.an
Francisco, how many companies he was

featured with In those early days, it la
more than likelythat he could not remem-
ber the number, although he could enter-

tain you for many hours with interesting

.-Nothing In this line had been heard since
Signor Ganbatoa' short season in the win-

\ter of 1855 and ¦1856, when
'
"Le Cald" was

presented March.9, 1851 -
The .Blanchis, who *remained in Ban

Francisco for many. years, .were assisted
on;this occasion by Slgnor and Slgnora

. Roncovieri, ,the :reliable :local' artists, who
were .always •In¦ demand for. first-class
operatic work, also by Stephen JWV Leach,

who had taken up his permanent abode in
-^California, Madame Feret and Mr. New-
mann _were ¦ members of. the

* company,

. under the baton Mons. Feret. J'Trova-
tore" was the first opera,' of course, and
success 'had fairly • perched upon the Bi-
anchl banner when the Lyster English
Opera. Company arrived from Australia.
'May. 16, with Rosalie Durand. Georgia
Hodson.

'
Ada •King, Madame Boudinot,

•
Fred^ Lyster, Frank Trevor. M. Boudinot
and others under the musical direction of
Anthony; ReifT.

¦,:•'", "La;Sonnambula" was presented May
27, .1S59,' and' the company having organ-
ized for steady work gjwe performances
every night at the opera-house, presenting

mining camp In Plumas County, now
known as Laporte, where her mother kept
a boarding, house. She started her theat-
rical career with a Jig dancer named Grid-
ley, who* owned the show In which Sue
Robinson played the organ. Lotta played
In many concert halls in the mining
camps, as well as in San Francisco, ar-d
was a great favorite. Her magnetism
was something surprising and John Broug-
ham made a good name for her when he
called her "The Dramatic Cocktail." She
was greatly loved and respected by her
associates and later on when her father

'

took a shot at Manager Tom Maguire in~
the public street of San Francisco for the
alleged reason that Magulre had spoken
in an insulting and unwarranted manner
of the little actress, there were many
who wished that Papa Crabtree had usdl
a double barreled shotgun in place of\a
small revolver, which wounded the mar>
ager fcut slightly.

Lotta has always had a great affection
fcr San Francisco and California people, f
the fountain at the Junction of Keamy
an>- Market streets having been presented,
by her to the city many years ago.

Sue Robinson, the girlalluded to as a .

IT
Is Quite natural that the younger

generation of theater-goers should find
Itdifficult to locate the sites of a ma-
jorityof the theaters built during the

flret ten years of San Francisco's his-
tory. Only those who were familiar with
the business districts before Montgomery

avenue was cut through diagonally from

the corner of Montgomery and Washing-
ton Btreeta can remember with anything
like certainty just where the vanished
theaters stood, and it is amusing to see

how easily old-timers are confused or
mistaken as to the exact location of the
places they knew so well from a quarter

to a half century ago. Early in the '70's

the opening of Montgomery avenue
charged the topography of the neighbor-

hood material! v by cutting off coiners and
obliterating some of the ancient land-
marks on the west side of Montgomery

street. About as pretty,an argument as
one would wish to hear may easily be
started by gett'r.g into a gathering of old
pioneers and asking anybody where the
stage door or the gallery entrance of the
early theaters were. In the end there is
pretty sure to be an argument upon the
location, but there willbe something like
a picnic before the opinion is unanimous,

and the searcher for information will be
surprised to learn how long it takes to
get the old memories in workingorder.

While there were no new theaters built
In San Francisco during '56 and 'Zt. sev-
eral changes in name and management

must be noted to avoid confusion. On the
29th of November the name Majruire's

Opera-house was adopted at San Francis-
co Hall, and. Concert Hall was opened
January 16, 1SS7. on the corner of Clay

and Saneome streets. The first entertain-

ment was a diorama
-
of Bunker Hill,

•which was consolidated subsequently with
a minstrel company, and the hall was oc-
cupied a short time after by a.panorama

cf the principal incidents in the crusado
of the vigilance committee. Two attempts

were made by Incendiaries to destroy the

panorama. Tho second, on May 11. was
successful, and Concert Hall Xcr the tima

.occurred In 1858 ,and;,1S'9, the two years
preceding having been comparatively '.un-
eventful In'operatic 'performances or high
class

t concerts. A
_
recurrence of opera

was greeted with pleasure;. arid. although
a' number :of-.the most popular .and suc-
cessful'artists" In' that line came to"this
coast during the*period last mentioned,* it
Is proper to preserve coherency, by nam-
ing, the'dramatlc*arrlvals' and 'openings In

.the order of their occurrence.
Mr. and Mrs. James •WV-Wallaek arrived

from the s Kast and:opened In "Macbeth"
at the opera-house March 3,'1828,' "arid' John
,Kelley,* the.popular \violinist, appeared • at
the Melodeon 'April'21. The¦' second "troupe
of

'
AUeghanlans 'opened' at Musical

'
Hall

May.5;fJohn
*
CollinsV

'
Irish

'
comedian, ;

John Drew (father ;of the /popular actor
of that name) and \Miss 'Georgiana ;Kin-
lock arrived December 29,- 1SG9. .Mr.'Collins
o~pened \at the >opera-house and Mr. Dtew
at;the:', American^ (¦ the -. latter ':"playing',
O'PlenipoUh i'Irish ;iEmbassad6r.';
Jahuaryi 1, 1S59,:and \ theiformer i'playing
th« same ;part at th* opera-lioust jJanu-

he challenges ?.ny expert to compete with
her. Record is to be kept of the number
of attempts necessary to make-fach shot,
the contestant who makes the hundred
In the smallest number of trials to b»
given the match. M!ss Kaarlus Is modest
and the' perfection of physical grace and
strength. Her attention to athletic train-
Ing is incessant, and Is indispensable to
her wonderful success Inclose draw, winsand, follow shots. In many of her'amas-
ing, round-the-table .performances th«
most; perfect muscular development la
needed to drive.the elusive ivory spheres
through' the strange figures that they
must 1describe.— Leslie's .Weekly.

her debut at Maurice Daly's academy In
New York. The best shots with the cua
of Schaefer. Slosson and Ivea seem to b«
veritable child's play to thla girl. Mlas
Kaarlus .does

'
not claim that she could

beat the champion, Schaefer. at his own
peculiar style, but her father bas made up
a list1of-a hundred fancy shots In which

The other day his daughter. JI!s3 May
Kaarlus. Just past 16 years of age. mads

A newspaper writer stated a few years
ago that womar. can do everything ex-
cept play billiards. That statement le<J
Professor Kaarlus, the billiard expert, to
resolve- to -prove that even In this field
there Is r.o gauge of woman's perfection.

Girl Who Is a Billiard Marvel

It i» "probably, noticed by musicians rihat
a revival of interest .ia- musical' affairi

Frank Mayo, who had made 'great .ad-
vancement as an actor, came to the front
for a Joint benefit with O. Kingsland Sep-
tember 2, 1859, at the Lyceum, on .which
occasion Mr. Mayo made his first-attempt
to play Othello' and . immediately restab-
lished .himself :asja ;legitimate actor. It
Is proper to state here that Mr.Mayo was
one .of five Richards .'. who appeared "in
"Richard III"at", the American ,for j:the
benefit of D,C. Anders&n January' 8,.186Q.
The, other four were Messrs. Ryer,;Saker,
Thoman and J. B.:Booths :

The opera-house was largely devoted to
minstrel entertainments, .tnit at three the-
aters ' namely the Metropolitan, /the
American and the Lyceum, dramatic per-
formances were,' given the preference.
Renovations being In order, Mrs. John
Wood,- lessee of the American, made Ex-
tensive improvements in the Inside of that
house, which reopened March" 14, but

'
the

season closed April 9, owing to; a dispute
between Mrs. Wood and John Collins,' the
comedian, who was to open two nights
later.: • • v. :

'

A significant sign of th'e'times.Is found
In the fact that early in 1858 prices were
reduced for ordinary entertainments at
all the theaters, and the first "gift enter,

tainment and Saturday matinee were
given at the Lyceum on June 19.

since It was at this house that Jo« Mur-pby. then a Sacramento River fisherman,
and Ned Harrigan; a journeyman ship
calker. made their firs* b!ds for publlo
favor as variety actor3. and itwas on th*
seme stage that Magpie Moore became a
prime favorite In vaudeville. The six-
ties were rich In theatrical Incident, and
the rfrst year in the second decado of Saa
Francisco's history is' particularly Inter-
esting to patrons of dramatic art.

being passed ont of the game.

On June 6 the name of The Union was
temporarily changed to The Olympic, an>1
burlesque on classical dramas were pr«-
sented for a short time. Reduction o*
prices one-half, making the highest 50
cents, failed to draw and on the 23th the
standard wa# raised to a dollar one*

more. The season closed a few days later.

Itappears from the records that noted
dramatic stars were not so willing t.">

make 'the long trip to this coast In 1856
and '57.and the minstrel companies divided

the cream of the amusement business
with the circuses.

*"
. Edwin Booth and Harry Sedley took a
couple of tjeneflts jointly at the opera-

house early In January, and itwas inSan
Francisco Just before his farewell bene-
fit that Mr.Booth ma.de his -first appear-
'ances as Richelieu and King Lear, the
first great character at the Metropolitan.
May 27. 1S56. and the second at the same
theater September 3, on the occasion of

hi* last appearance for twenty years
Mr.Booth went Haet on the 5th and was

¦ soon after recognized on ¦ the Atlantic

Coast as a superb actor, the one 'Booth
who inherited the great genius of h»s
Illustrious father.

Distinguished actors and other celebri-
ties in the order of their arrivals ani
first appearances during *C6 and '57 were
aa follows:Miss Rowena Granlce. at the

Union, April 7. 1856; Mr. and Mrs. E. 8.
Conner. April 8. at the Metropolitan;

Julia Dean Hayne" and Charles Pope, at

the same ,house June 23; Frank Mayp,

then 17 vears of age, made his debut at
the Asijrican as '.he waiter In "Raisins
the Wind," July 19.

Lotta Crabtree, then called La Petite
Lotta, made her first appearance here In
¦one and dance at the second American.
November 20, 1856. Although she Is said
to have been born in Grand street, New
York, November 7. lS47."ebe had' been
clcginj; before 1SS6 *t Babbit Creek, a

. TheiMandevllle family at this time cre-
ated soine little-;interest In musical cir-
cies,: one of them,

"
Mrs. ;. Agatha States,

> having :been a Bpecial favorite. At.the
itime Tshe married ¦•.William States, August

24, 1S5S, she was 'singing here with marked
success, but she was '

somewhat . overf.. shadowed by the arrival} of
"
Slgnor and

Slgnora Bianchl ;from '- Mazatlan, ••; where
they had :been 'warmly received. ,The •

Bi-
anchis began a series of seventeen oper-
atic concerts, "alternating r with the

*
dra-

:matlc -company fat the? opera-house, ¦ on
';October JI3, 1S5S. :- Their success was prompt
• arid'decisive andj on';May. 5,11859,'"_they ¦be-'
pan the flrst^season of Italian opera ever
;giveni here; at s regular ;'. rates,"
namely', from^one 'dollar • to;fifty" ooata.

*ry3,"Belle and Agnes Land arrived from
Australia February^ 9, and the Webb sis-
ters, Emma" and Ada, came" from' the East'
to open at the opera-house on 'the 23>1.
Avonia and Melinda Jones,* Fanny Morant
and

'
J. -R. Anderson came early ;in March,

the first two going to the opera-house and
the /others .to",the Lyceum, where prices

were temporarily raised. The extrava-
ganza. "Fayre Rosamonde," was pyt on
at the opera-house December 17,;1S59, ¦with
tho followingnew arrivals" from the East:
Mr. and Mrs. George Simms and H.' D.
Thompson.' ¦ By the oanie;steamer came
Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Forbes, Harriet Gor-
don and Carrie Howard.

'

ered a benefit in the light of a hardshlo,
since .tfc'ey '

Were compelled ;to work their-
friends Ifor - patronage to Insure a, larae;attendance, which was considered proof

>iofjtheit;popularity.
•\ Itis/ related of one ..whose name waj

used frequently.. for the purpose' men-
itioned;that after one of his most flattie.
ins testimonials .he wu accoated by a

of the theater. ItIs amusing to note' that
;some* of,the^play ers :of that time consid-

ciary -should pay the entire expense l»st

Fred and William Lvster left for the
East December 20, 1S33, and were gone but
a short time", the company playing ourintr
theflrst part of the year 1860'a short en-
gagement until reinfercca by Lucy Escort,
Henry Squires. Mme. Bi.'cacciantl (occa-

sionally) and John de Haga. Several sec-
sons were played here until the end of
I860 and the organization left for Austra-
lia'January 8. 18eL\

The Biscacciantisliad returned from the
East October 11, 1S59. bringing with them
George T. Evans, who was a prominent
pianist and musical director here for over
twenty years thereafter.
.A-peculiar- feature

—
of-- the •- theatrical

business during 'the period of which thin
•record was made was theifrequently re-
curring Vbenefits. of the players in cverv

"line of business and Itis urnusing.to not.)

the number bf times that Ned Deaves, the
;old-time'minstrel, popped up for a tcsll-
:monlal.

v
:

; Itis generally believed that the players

:demanded and received :-.s a part of thtjr
emolument a certain number of benefits
:per season,' but it ismaintained on the
other, hand that the managers were the

Jones who stipulated for the so-called 'com.,plimentary testimonials, on. which occa-
sions it was also agreed that the benefi-

In rapid ,succession "^"The.Barber of Se-
ville," "Bohemian Girl," ,"Crown Dia-
monds," "Daughter of the Regiment,"
"Don Pasauale," '"Cinderella,". "Fra Dla-
volo" and "Der Frelgchutz," • closing on
June 26.. The Bianchls opened again the
next;.nisltt at the American with "Lu-
crezla; Borgia." /and' gave "Norma," "II
Trovatore" 'and "Ernani". up to July 13,

1850.
' . • V-•-/

'The Lysters wore m:.the. field th-> next
night 'at the opera -house and stayed with
the procession until August 20. when th»
company.went to Sacramento. During thl.j

seaswn. they presented, in addition to their
former repertoire, "The Beggars' Opera, ".
"Pocahoritas," "Mlda3,"'"John of'Pans"
and "Rob Roy." The Blanches then took
another inning and wlien the Lyster.4

came back from the Ulterior for their
third season they went to the America^
for a short time arid the Bianchls ap-
peared with them oh one or two occasions.

The Lyceum, In the upper portion of the
building on the northwest corner of
Washington and Montgomery streets, was
opened by John-Wilson, lessee, on March
IS. 1858. Itseems, however,, that the num-
ber of theaters was, not to be increased, :
for on June 2 the Adelphi. on Dupont
street, was entirely destroyed .by fire..On
the 7th the opera-house, which;had been
closed for alterations and repairs.Vre-
opened with a.combination 'of George
Christy** and th« San Frandaco • Min-¦trel*.

The summer of 18C7 was notable for the
firstgreat German musical festival, which
began July 23 at the Metropolitan and ran
three days, the second at Russ Gardens
and the last at Turnvereln Hall. "W. B.
Chapman died )n San Francisco Novem-
ber 7, and Mrs. Rosalie Pelby .died on
board steamer while on her way East. A
variety house, known as" Johnson's Melo-
deon, was opened December 15, 1857, at 182
Montgomery street, opposite the Metro-
politan, and the Bella Union, then a gam-
bling resort, where free concerts had been
advertised for a month or two, came into
the field as tfco Bella Union Melodeon.
though there is no record, of

#
lts success

for some time thereafter.

member of the company •with Lotta, also
became a great favorite'and made a suc-
cessful tcur wi«.h poor \\ alter Montgom-
ery.

W. M. Fleming appeared at the Ameri-
can aa Hamlet In December, 1S55. John
E. McDonough came early. In1S57, opening

at the Metropolitan on February 2. Geoige
Walilicn was at the opera-house March
23. and Annette Ince was a- feature" at the
Metropolitan May 5. Mr. and Mrs. \V. H.
Hamilton (formerly Bessie Hamblln) came
on the 10th of the same month, the Penn-
pylvaniar.s having arrived In the mean-
time via Nicaragua. Once more the tide
of theatrical talent began to flow thla
¦way.

The Worrell sisters, Sophie, Irene and
little Jennie, who afterward became bril-
liant comediennes on the dramatic stage,
opened at the North American Circus on
May 13. Emma Stanley, presented by
"smooth old Sherry," as Sheridan Corbyn
was subsequently known, sans at Ma-
gutre's Opera-house October 7, and,Harry
Courtaine and his wife, Emma Grattan.
arrived from the East November, 2. They
opened In "Th- Littlej..Treasure" at the
opera-house on the 23d and at once be-
came great favorites. Courtaine's little
troubles began almost Immediately, and
he was a source of great anxiety to his
friends for many years thereafter. Itwas
..n the 29th of December. 1S57, that Mr.
and Mrs. John Wo:d arrived, but they did
not appear until January 18, 1S5S.
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