
"Who Is this Portia Knight?" in^uireV
the Duchess in a high, light tor.e. Her

natural voice Is rather deep, so the Duke
knew that something was the matter. It
behooved him to explain as gracefully as
possible.

"My dear," he replied "it is .in ordi-
nary game of bluff. Of course, the ladv
Is after money, and of course. Ihaven't
any money. The only thing she can-<lo
Is to Join the band of hope of my other

creditors."
Then the Duchess laughed in a j=atlsflefl

way. He put it neatly, and she likes to

hear a thing put r.eatly. She has an al-
most French appreciation of that sort of

thine.
•"We have had a charminp trip to Amer-

ica, have we not?" he asked.
"Cha/mlr.g." she replied, wanting to be

reassured.
"And wouldn't itbe a pity to spo'.l Itby

a rMiculous girl's ridiculous charge?"
"If the charge is ridiculous." with hes-

itation.
"Ifthe past r.--onths haven't proved that,

tvlat could prove it?"
"We'll go O£ to Ireland." she replied

adorably, and the merry honeymoon

<5anced on to the Jingle of Zimmerman
dollars.

'
This !ittle episode because, as you r»-

rr.err.l<«>r. when the Duke and Duches*
landed at Liverpool InMarch of this year;
ihcy were met with the announcement of
ihe Jegal contention to ben made by Miss
Portia Knight, who claimed that by right
of the Duke's promise she should be th«
Duchess.

•a:bc**£b of premise suit is such bad *

form." tbe Duke always said.
"The breach of promise is worse form,"

fiaid Hiss Knight when she heard the r«-
ir.srk

Portia Kr.Igbt Is one of those uncom-
fortable people who always want mor?
Than they can have. Perhaps it Is her
misfortune not to have it. or perhapg It
!b her fault to want it. At any rate, eh<*
le a most restless, dissatisfied young per-
frcn. .

First ehe wanted to become "Our Per-
tla" to American theater-goers, and ehe
couldn't make out what they were about
that they never laid claim to her. They

bore up beautifully when she left and
went to London.
Next ehe wanted to be London'i dar-

ling. It was her bad luck again that
London didn't have any vacancy on Us
list of darlings.

Finally she wanted a Duke. Not only
that, but ehe -wanted a particular r>uke,

Bhe wanted the Duke of Manchester,
Simultaneously Helena Zlmmermm want-
ed him, and she was the one taken, whllo
Portia was the one left.

*
It I9,perfectly plala that eho <!©<?sn't

wear a four-leaf clover in a locket *.n<1
that ehe lost her left hind rabbit's foot
found behind the third white stone at tha
right hand eide cf the graveyard's ©14
path's eecond turning in the ninth quar*

ler cf the moon.
Perhaps ehe etarted out wrong: by be-

ing born in Salem. Or. It never wa« eon-
elfiered. an especially lucky place to b<?
born. She may realize now that thlE r/aq

her first mistake, and she known well
enough that it is too late to rectify it,

Just as it always Is with mistakes.
Seriously, though, ehe has bad 4 har<l

fight of it, for she has often been poor
and has elwaj's had no health. For thc<
latter reason ehe didn't play when «hci
was a little girl, but eat by herself an4
thought whenever she could get "Klng'a

X" from sticks or tag.

"I want to grow up to be a beautiful
lady and live In a castle." was what «he
thought In her fooiish little head. Unfor-
tunately she kept on thinking the earn?
thing after she grew up, and that is why,
at 26, ehe is euir.g tbe owner of a casuu
for breach of promise.

Physical weakness has haunted her all
her fife and perhaps ie the. cause of what.
tome call her emotional temperament, anQ
other" call her hysterics. She is pltoously
ambitious. She wants to be everything
that she can't be, a duchess included.

"I'm elck of the convent." she said «t
the end of her first lsudlment of educa-

£0 ehe was sent to a boarding school In
Portland. . .,„ ., .
"Ihate boarding school life, ahe raid.
"That's not the point." her father re-

plied. It was up to him, as there wa« ni
mother, and a father always has to hit
a wall until he knocks it down. Colonel
N. P. Knight didn't know how to get
erounfl the matter.

Then ehe arranged to ha.ve her health

Probably she didn't even know that ehe
errarged It. The health really gave out,
because ehe fretted it to death. That
cave her a chance to go home.

Home by this time was a ranch In
Klamath County. Her brother. Winter
Knieht, was having a flirtation with the
Indian cook, a reservation girl named
MeMnda. Fhe was an ordinary reservation
Indian with nothing romantic in her
ores or her ways, nothing even pio-
lureeque. She was merely dark brown
end greasy.

*

Winter and Portia had been very g^od
friend* as children, but there 1*no rooord
that ehe sympathized with him In this
kitchen love affair. It Is likely that it
was a sore subject between them, Judg.
Ing from her love of the beautiful and the
romantic and from hla ptubbornneea.

Winter was cutting himself loose from
his white friends and spending hla time li-
the wigwams instead of in the losr cabin
on the ranch. He finally eloped with Me.
Jlr.da, chot a calf for provisions ond wa<
brought home by tbe Sheriff. It waq
ebout this time that Portia left Klamath
County.

6he cane to Ban 3Tra.nclseo and entered
Sn<bll'u Berelr.ary. Bomewhero ftlongr near
this time the Denver boom collapsed Pn(t
jier father was left a poor man. Thlq
decidr-d th* question that «ho had beenrevolving for some time: should she ffO Oil
the suurev 6be should.

THE Duke of Manchester finds him-
self in demand. He Is being clalme 1,

I by two women, which is one more
I than he Is entitled to. Further.

JL they are both Americans and b<rh
attractive. That isn't square by all th*-
other xuce and lonely young men in the
world.

By Sarah Ccmstcck.

The next thing she heard of was tha
wedding inMarylebone parish church.Th-3
result of this was that phe went back
to a small part on the stage and that a
court summons awaited the Duke at tha
«ad of bis honeymoon.

/When she heard of the Zimmerman en-
gagement it was» just after the Dtike had
l»ft for a little trip across the Channel.
Portia Immediately packed up and fol-
lowed to Paris. There she could not sea
him—he disappeared as completely as she
had a short time before, and she never
succeeded in obtaining the Interview she
•was after.

- . -

Miss Krilgbt says that the plan of star-
ring was abandoned because Manchester
wanted her to marry him and give up tha
utage entirely.

• She also says that they
•were to be married last summer and that
the ,arrangements had been made with
Father Gordon of the Brompton Oratory.
Ile'fo flead now. po he can't witness.

There were all kinds of theories about
this. Perhaps she and the Duke quarrel-
ed. Perhaps she did It for the sake of
advertising. Perhaps it was all a freak,
a whim, without explanation. Atany rate
nhe entered a convent and was about to
assume the veil when he found her. Ha
had been hunting like a sleuth and had
employed detectives. She was in a con-
vent connected with Brompton Oratory,
and he dragged her out of It. Ipresume
that she wanted to be dragged. The Duka
had very prettily written that he would
Mow out the ga3 If she didn't come with
him. and she very prettily replied that
she couldn't let him waste the gas. He
is said to have broken into the convent
by force of manly muscle. He got her.

The plan of starring her came to naught,
but the lovemakfng of the two was re-
sumed and the nlTair was doing nicely
when 'the report of the Zimmerman en-
gagement was -circulated and soon follow-
ed by the Zimmerman wedding.

Whether this was true or not, sha told
her friends that the engagement had hap-
pened and she cabled to her father for his
consent. Goodness knows why he refused
it. but he did. This, however, only lent
charm to the affair.

The Duke, having exhausted all tha
flower, candy, dinner, boat-naming and
excursion possibilities, next decided to
star his- favorite. He bought a play for
her. he bought a manager for her, ha
bought the use of a theater for her. Just
as the time for her debut waa at hand,
she disappeared.

As soon as she was able to be out they
went on excursions together. They went
to Oxford one day, she became tired In
making the rounds of the buildings and
she was taken ill again. She claims that
It was during this Illness that sha and
the Duke became engaged.

She must have proved an interesting in-
valid, for the Duke was devoted. Ha
bought her roses in carnation season and
vice versa. He named his boat Portia.
He had a beautiful time sentimentalizing.
Whether she really thought he meant It
all can never be known, but at any rata
she chose to claim that she did.

The Elliott girls got her work. Her
eyes got her a Duke. She couldn't keep
either.

She was In the height of a magnificent
time when she fell down stairs. And this
•was only the first of her downfalls. Sha
had been dining at the Hotel Cecil when
it happened. That was the last gay din-
ner for her foi some time. Her aplns
was injured and she was laid up for
weeks.

On the whole, they greatly enjoyed hervisit, taking their enjoyment in delicious
Ebocks. As for her, she thought they
were great bores. She did what actresses
all do sooner or later— she went to Lon-
don.

She astounded Salem.
She had learned so many things sine*

she had been «one. She set about teach-
ing these things to the Salemltes, and
some were eager to learn, while others
hesitated.

Her fatber'3 joy at seeing her waa not
unmixed. DuringPortia's ups she had at-
tended to some of his financial affairs,
and he had reasons of his own for liking
to see her prosperous.

The ups and down continued and In-
cluded a small part in a barn-stormlng-
company, a metropolitan engagement as
understudy in Sothern's company, mere
tramping among agencies, and in tha end
a return to Oregon. •

It occurred to her to try posing. 8h«thought up a false name, as they all do
tor-rtbts pot-boiling work, and with Itsha
betook herself to the studios. She was
turned down, sometimes politely and
sometimes impolitely. You can see from
her photograph what was the matter. She.
has gorgeous eyes, storm-clouds of hair,
the figure of a Venus, but her mouth and
nose won't do a little -bit. They are not
classical. In fact, they are rather coarse.
From an artistic point of view she was
out of the question. So she gave up tha
studio canvassing.

She was illagain. She was 111 a great
many times, and all the while she was
dragging herself from one agency to an-
other when she was able to walk. Car-
faro was a luxury. She kept her belong-
ings in a dreary Twenty-third street
boarding house and she gave her address
as often as she could at a friend's hous«
and was vague about Itthe rest of th«
time.

Once there, she had ups and ¦ downs.
Phe has a knack of making friends and
this knack gave her several starts that
never developed into anything more than
starts. Mrs. Sarah Cowell Le Moyne was
one of her most valuable acquisitions.
Mrs. Le Moyne has a tremendous heart,
and she took Portia into it. She cheered
her and advised her and condoled 'with
her, and better, she introduced her right
and left to the right people. The upshot
was that she got a chance to rehearse
with the "Moth and the Flame" company,
but a man whom she called a heartless
wretch refused her the part she wanted
and she left the company In something
that looked like hysterics and that she
called anxiety.

Her troubles now became financial. Sh«
has always had troubles. Ithas been for-
tunate that they have changed about. Her
health was doing very well for It,but
Warde was hearing of discrepancies at
the box office. It was one of those years,
you will remember, when he and James
split and both took pleasure Inbecoming
poor but proud. Warde's company finally
broke up. the people of It were left
stranded, and Portia Knight had to tele-
graph to her father for fifty dollars with
which to reach New Tcrk.

She made her next start toward the pro-
fessional stage and for the once she had a
little show of success. Frederic "Ward*
was playing:in San Francisco inthe early
part of '96. and somehow he and *ho
patched it up between them that sh»
Bhould understudy his leading lady. This
pave her come training and the chance to
add an experience line to her professional
card.

By the time she considered herself
through with study ahe had gained Justenough practicality to know the value of
advertising. She attempted to give dra-
matic recitations for the purpose of mak-
ingherself known. After a few small at-
tempts she prepared for a blar entertain-
ment, and then her haunting Illness ap-
peared again and on the eve of the per-
formance she gave out. The entertain-
ment was indefinitely postponed.

As the stage was not looking for •
roung lady without training, without
money, without anything but a good fig-
ure and a pair of stunning eyes, she found
Itnecessary to study first. She entered a
dramatic school, where she studied what
phe didn't know and taugrht what sh»
did. In this school she made friends with
Maxine and Gertrude Elliott, who came In
hnndy later on.

THE WESTERN GIRL
WHO IS SUING
THE DUKE OF
MANCHESTER
FOR BREACH OF
PROMISE.


