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CROWDED HOUSE HEARS “DIE MEISTERSINGER”

AND ENJOYS ARTISTIC WAGNER PRODUCTION
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By Blanche Partington.

AGNER in cap and bells is a
new Wagner to most of us here,
and to judge by last night's re-
ception of *“Die Meistersinger”
at the Grand Opera-house bids

{ fair to rival the master in his more fa-
| miliar heroic mood. There was another

{ huge audience, and between its dclight
—and surprise—in the rollicking and-jov-
ial humor of the opera and the beauty
of its interpretation, it outdid itself in
the way of applause, succeeding in get-
ting the very unusual concession—in Wag-
nerian opera—of an encore, for the stately
quintet at the second act's close.

“Die Meistersinger” is a cruel joke on
the eritics, composed, seemingly, to prove
that Wagner was fully capable of writing
all the contrapuntal and other platitudes
that they had accused him of being un-
able to conceive. First one threadbare
phrase and then another, in the Handel
manner, accoraing to Bach, a Haydn
scrap, a bit of Corellf’s quaint archaism,
make their appearance in the score with
simply irresisuble effect. Then they are
bunched together, for Herr Wagner was
not content with simply imitating one
man at one time but lumped then:. in
loraly fashion into a joyful contrapuntal
ecstacy that combines all thelr difficulties
at once. The music laughs and grimaces
at his critics from cne end of the score
{:tal;ee other, from tre Handelian “Tabu-

Each Master-Singer-created stave,
Its regular measurement must have,
By sundry regulations stated,

That never must be violated,

to Beckmesser's conventional plagiarisms
scattered throughout the drama. All this
| with Wagner at his most melodious for

contrast, The astounding climax of the
second act, a chorus with an absolute
naturalism of expression—it is a crowd

of journeymen in a casual fight, who don't
stand in rows and sing in rows about the
trouble—is a particularly choice contrast
| to other choruses one is haplessly fami-

Har with, The quintet, the encored guin-
tet, is another of Wagner’'s small jokes on
the conventionalists, and last night the
audience laughed with the orchestra quite
as much as at the hardly more tangible
jests of the singers.

The individual success of the evening

was Mr. Bispham’s Beckmesser, a superb
effort. It is not often the humorous side
of Mr. Bispham gets a chance, but in the
soured and crabbed master singer he has
an opportunity to show what the mis-
chievous twinkle, in what is sometimes
| Wotan's off eye, means. It means for
| Beckmesser a reading of the part thit
could not be bettered, with a beautiful
unconsciousness of its humor. Beckmes-
ser is the incarnation of all the critics
whom Wagner despised, the academic
genius to whom the new is necessarily
the worthless, who sees music only in the
set phrase and time-worn rhythms that
have served bygone cgenturies to weari-
ness.

His talent is wholly imitative, and his

particular pleasure to blast the heterodox
genius in the bud. Mr. Bispham paints
every phase of the character with bril-
llant skill; the sour unbelief in the new
beauty, the pompous consequence of the
the vain, meddlesome,. snarling,
His
interpretation has a Shakespearean flavor
about it in its rugged strength and hu-
mor, and he sang with every note in-
stinct with the spirit of the rale. His
make-up was another touch of genius
and he looked like one of Franz Hals'
burgomasters,

De Reszke's Hans Sachs, the poet-shoe-
| maker of Nuremburg, also was of the
| glories of the performance. He sang
| superbly and his noble characterization
| of the part set it with the long gallery
| of masterpleces that he has furnished for
our nleasure. His *“Mad” song was
beautifully given—again with a Shakes-
| pearean suggestion—and in his song with
Eva and Walter he displayed an unusual
| tenderness and depth of feeling. Dippel
{ was the Walter and to me he is not suf-
! ficiently heroic in the part. His voice is

fresh, young, strong, but there {s not
enough of it, nor here, of the necessary
{ dramatic impetus. But he is always an
| attractive figure and as the youthful
knight he was not lacking in his custom-
ary charm. *““The Prize Bong'' failed to
| rouse the audience as it should have done
by reason of the effort of its singing.

Mme. Gadski is a delicious Eva and was
in her usual sweet voice last night. She
showed a tender coquetry and archness in
| the part that one does not commonly as-
sociate with her art and was altogether
charming as Pogner's daughter. She was
bombarded with bouquets from all sides
of the house. Schumann-Heink had too
little to do with that glorious voice of
hers, but did it handsomely and the rest
| of the work was acceptably undertaken
{ by Mr. Blass as Pogner, Mr, Muhlmann
as Kothner and Mr. Reiss, who gave a
vocally pleasing rendering of David’'s part.

A pleasant feature of the affair was the
appearance of six San Franclsco girls
among the apprentices, pupils of Mrs.
Anna von Meyerinck, who must be con-

| gratulated on their very successful work,
The names of the clever young women
are:

Miss Helen Heath, Miss May Cullen,
Lulu Feldheim, Miss Maybelle Craig, Miss
Belle McCurrie, -Miss Estelle Davidson, Mis:
A. Fritchie, Miss Mohns and Mrs. G. Adams.

The orchestra was at its best and Mr,
| Damrosch was, as usual, haled out to
bow acknowledgments.
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| Celrichs Entertains New Yorkers.

The members of the New York delega-
tion of the Traveling Passenger Agents’
Assocliation who did not go East with the
rest of the party Wedncsday night were
entertained yesterday at a luncheon at
the CIliff House by Henpan Oelrichs. The
luncheon was held on the third floor and
the tables were beautifully decorated for
the occasion. Those present were Milton
C. Roach, F. W. Riter; W. B. Jerome, H.
J. Rhein, J. L. White, L. D. Huesner, W,
A. Bissell, C. C. Crane, John A, GIll, E.
O. MeCormick, George T. Nicholson, J.
Black, and John J. Byrne.
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“Perfect for accompanying the
voice.” ERNST VAN DYCK.

Used exclusively by Grau Opera
Company’s artists.
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SEYGARD WILL
/REPLACE CALVE

“CARMEN.”

By Bizet,

DRPIRIR 0o v isiius svnvanbsses

«....Mme. Camille Seygard
Frasquita..Miss Bauermeister
Mercedes...Mme. Van Cauteren
Micaela.Mme. Suzanne Adams
Don Jose.......Mr. de Marchi
Zuniga .........Mr, Declery
Morales..........Mr. Dufriche
Dancairo....... Mr. Gilibert
Remandado..........Mr. Reiss
Escamillo..........Mr. Scotti

Conductor, Mr. Flon.
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THREE PRINCIPALS WHO AP-
PEARED LAST NIGHT IN WAG-
NER'S “DIE MEISTERSINGER."”

e 1Y

First Produetion of the

Fills the Grand Opera-House.

———— .

HE big audience that filled every

nook and corner of the Grand

Opera-house last evening had the

extreme pleasure of hearing for the

first time in this city-Wagner's ‘Die
Meistersinger,’”” that is so unlike anything
assoclated with the ordinary conception of,
music of the famous composer.

Fancy a Wagner composition with an
absolute comedy element all through it.
Yet that is what the audience enjoyed for
almost four hours last night.

The audience was as big as the one that
listend on Tuesday evening to ‘‘Le Nozze
di Figaro'' and as fashionable as that
which greeted Calve on Wednesday night
in ‘“Carmen.”

There was a repetition of the gay scene
enacted during the hour previous to the
commencement of the performance. There
was the long line of those waliting to se-
cure “standing rcom” in the theater and
dozens of carriages with  exquisitely
dressed women and men in evening garb
arriving at the entrance to the opera-
house.

Not only the novelty of a new opera,
but the superb cast put forward by Man-
ager Grau served to attract a throng.
Many scores were seen in all parts of the
house and thé work of singers and or-
chestra was closely followedy

Story of “Die Meistersinger.”

The story of “Die Meistersinger’ does
not deal with mythological characters.
The men and women are of flesh and
blood and for that reason are more in-

Opera and Great C(ast

teresting. 'The scene is laid in medieval
the daughter of the wealthy goldsmith,
Velt Pogner, ig sought by many gallants,
Germany in the city of Nuremberg. Eva,
who desire to carry out the conditions of
her father that his son-in-law must be a
master singer.

Waiter von Stolzing, a young knight,
determines to win Eva, who already loves
him. Pogner and Beckmesser, the marker
at the trial of volces, take charge of the
details of the contest. Beckmesser is also
an aspirant for the hand of Eva and he
discounts the chances of the young
knight by marking the slate full of er-
rors when Walter sings his song.

Hans Sachs, the cobbler bard, stands
by the young knight and determines to
help him to win Eva in marriage. In
the second act Eva and Walter are about
to elope, but Hans Sachs prevents that
step, Beckmesser comes to serenade Eva
and prepares to sing the song he is to
present at the trial on the following day.
Sachs agrees to allow Beckmesser to
sing, provided he is allowed to mark the
faults of the song by beating on the shoe
he is making. The laughable scene ends
with the shoe finished but the song un-
finished and the apprentices give Beck-
messger a beating for his unfair treatment
of Walter the previous day.

The last act shows an open meadow on
the banks of the Pegnitz. where, in the
presence of the guilds, Beckmesser fails
io please with his song and Walter is
declared the winner of the prize.

The stirring marches, solos, duets, trios
and concerted numbers and the magnifi-
cent work of Damrosch and his orchestra
caused constant applause to sweep
through the theater, and all the artists
in the cast were given ovations at the

Audience Enjoys Fine
Presentation.

close of each act.
There was considerable promenading in
the foyer and lobby last night between

the acts, There were hundreds of men
and women in the spacious balecony and
parlors on the dress circle floor and it |s

quite the fashion to meet one's friends
there during the intervals.

The merits of the opera and the effec-
tive work of the singers and orchestra
were generally discussed, but there was
a tinge of disappointment hovering in the
air. It was soon known after the second
act that the diva Calve would not sing
this evening in “€armen.”

Every dark cloud, however, has a silvsr
lining, and while the sudience discussed
the unfortunate indispssition of Calve for
this, evening, Manager Grau was busy
telegraphing to Los Angeles and other
points, canceling engagements in order
to give six -extra periormances in San
Francisco, so ithat Calve might be heard
in_her favorite roles. :

On all sides expressions of sympathy
with Manager Grau and his associated
were heard last night and, judging by the
remarks made, there will be no reasna
for Grau to regret giving the extra per-
formances.

Camille Seygard to Sing “Carmen.”

The opera season is a big success, de-
spite the change in programme caused by
the non-appearance of Calve. Those who
have purchased tickets for the nights she
was announced to sing are the first to
tender their sympathy to the singer and
the management.

“‘Carmen’”’ will be sung to-night, and
Mme. Camille Seygard will be heard in
the title role, which she has sung many
times this season with marked success.

To-morrow afternoon ‘‘Lohengrin’ will
be given, with Eames, Schumann-Helnk,
Van Dyck, Bispham, Muhlmann and Blass
in the cast.

To-morrow night the only performance
of “Il Barblere di Siviglia” is to take
place, with S8embrich, Bauermeister, Cam-
pantari, Salignac and De Reszke in the
cast. -

Sunday night “Les Huguenots” is the

opular priced attraction, with Gadski,
glomer. Dippel, Secotti, Dufriche, Journet
and Sybil
enormous house
superb cast.

The revised programme for next week,
caused by the indisposition of Calve, will
be found in another column.

anderson in the bill and an
is expected for this
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New Council Formed.

A new council of the National Unlon,
which has been named EIl Capitan, has
been organized by Deputy J. N. Bunting,
with twenty-eight members. Joseph A.
Wilson has been chosen president, O. M.
Katz recording secretary and J. E. Paige
financial secretary. The council held its
first meeting last night and initiated two
strangers, after which there was a social
Lour, and speeches for the good of the
order were made by Deputy Bunting,
Laurence Vincent, H. F. Maas, de Car-
dona and Dr. Clark. The officers were
appointed a visiting committee to visit the
seven other councils in this city to invite
the memberghip to pay a fraternal visit
to the baby of the order.

Large Deal in Realty.

Deeds were recorded yesterday convey-
ing preperty situated on the north side of
Market/ street, 131 feet southwesterly
from Ellis, being an firregularly shaped
lot with 27 feet 1% inches frontage on
Market street and 22 feet on Ellis, for
$120,000, The land was sold by John A.
Mason and Guadaloupe Mason of Los
Angeles to Miss Cora J. Flood.

Mayor Phelan also conveyed to Henry
Kahn tproperty situated on the southerly
line of Eddy street, 137:6 feet west of
Taylor, running 49 by 137:6 feet, for a
consideration of $35,000. Kahn has. let
cortracts for the erection of a bullding
on the site to cast $35,000.

CHICAGO, Nov. 21.—The Appellate Court to-
day reversed the decree entered a year ago by
which the Chicago Board of Trade was enjoined
from interfering with the service of the Cen-
tral Stoc! d G

k an rain Exchange in recelving

market reports, -

CLAIMS HIS AUNT HAS
TURNED HIM ADRIFT

Frankie Watson, a Thirteen-Year-Oid
Boy, Tells Romantic Story to
the Police.

A boy about 13 years of age was discov-
ered yesterday morning about 9 o'clock
scratching a window in Raphael's store
on Kearny street with a long nail. Po-
liceman Ross’ attention was called to the |
boy and he took him to the City Prison,
where he gave his name as Frankie Wat-
gon and told a romantic story, which
may have been evolved from his own

injagination,

rankie said he belonged in Correction-
ville, Iowa, a village about thirty miles
from Sioux City, where, for the last five
%;ars. he had lived with his aunt, Martha

atson. About two weeks ago she said
she was going to San Francisco to meet
her husband and brought him with her.
They went to Santa Rosa and stopped at
the Magnolia Hotel, BSaturday last his
aunt bought a ticket for him to this city,
and after giving him a nickel told him her
husband would meet him at the ferry. No
one met him, and since then he had been
living on crackers and sdeeping in a box
mn the rear of the Palace Hotel, His par-
ents were dead and he had been told his
father was a cattleman and before he
gged had given his aunt money to keep

im.

Judge tz sent him to the Boys' and
Girls’ A Society and a dispatch was
sent to Santa Rosa inquiring about his
aunt. A reply was received that nothing
was known about him or his aunt there.

~-

The Borromean Entertainment.

The entertainment that was given by
Borromean Council of the Young Men's
Institute in Mission Opera Hall last night
was well attended and a decided success.
After an overture by D'Arcy’s orchestra
and a few introductory remarks by l!arry
McCarthy, the president of the council,
there was an address by D. J. O'Leary,
grand president of the order, whose re-
marks were listened to with marked at-
tention and loudly applauded. Then fol-
lowed the programme of entertainment
as follows: ¥ .

Soprano solo, Miss Marie Bernard; violin se-
lections, John J. Doherty; tenor 0, s B
Dowdall; specialties, Thomas W. Hickey; con-
tralto solo, Miss Kittie Allen; fancy dance, Ilit-
tle May Whorisky; bass solo, E. V. McGinty;
athletic illusions, Professor A. M. Stone of the
Olympie Club, and a farce, ‘‘The Romance of

ree chelors,” in which Frank Gilson,
George H, Svetenich, Frank J. Booth, Hugh
P, McMahon and Stanz A. Riley took part.

The evening closed _wlth dancing,

Raises Question of Jurisdiction.

‘When the case of Michael Welch and
W. H. Frazer, ticket scalpers, charged
with false personation by the Southern
Pacific Company, was called In Judge
Fritz's court yesterday, Attorney Murphy,
for the defendants, raised the question of
jurisdiction. Attorney Frank elly ap-
peared for the prosecution and after argu-
ment both sides were granted a week to
submit authorities on the point.

New Consul for Argentine.
The Department of State has recognized

PERU, Ind., Noy. 21.—The winter qua
of Wallace’s 'show burned to-day. h.rt&r:
started in the elephant house, -

»

George de Urioste as Consul at this port

for the Argentine republic,

Calve Unable to Sing
Role of “Carmen”

To-Night. :

Diva 'Must Rest, but Is
to Appear Later in
. - the Season... .

— .

ME.  EMMA CALVE will not
. sing to-night.

-

My DYSPEPSIA CURE positively

The exertion of.

the great Carmen performance .
on Wednesday night overtaxed
tlie strength of- the diva and her

weakened condition demands a week of
rest before she sings again.
Calve leaves this evening for Pasadena,

where she hopes a week of. perfect repose

will restore her to health, Her physicians

assure her that eight days spent in the |

balmy southérn land will rid her of the ||

last touches of the aggravating bronchial
attack that has incapacitated her during
the past month. The great singer is con-
fident of this and feels all she needs is
an equable climate and a short period of
repose. .

Calve is not serfously ill. -The fact-of |

| Munyon's

!
|

!

the matter is, she ghould not have sung |

on Wednesday evening, and she is suffer- |

ing now from the effects of the exertiom
of a performance while in a weak physi-
cal condition.

Late last evening the great singer sent
for Manager Grau and placed the facts
of the case hefore him. The impresario
readily recognized the truth of Calve's
argument and felt the results of taxing
the singer in her present weakened con-
dition would be as disastrous for him as
for her. So‘it was arranged that Calve
have her eight duys of repose and return
to sing “Carmen’ on Saturday -evening,
November 80.

Calve.is not only desirous but anxious
that San Francisca should see her at her
very best and in the operas it was origi-
nally announced she should sing. Man-
ager Grau is just as anxious as the great
diva that 8an Francisco’'s desire be grati-
fled, and to make this possible the im-
presario has canceled the engagements of
the company in Los Angeles and Dallas
and has arranged with the Grand Opera-
house management to remain here until
and inclusive of Thursday evening, De-
cember 5.

The repertoire for the extra perform-
ances has not yet been fully decided upon.
This much, however, is understood: On
Monday evening, December 2, Calve wiil
give her incomparable impersonation of
Santuzza in “Cavalleria Rusticana,’’ and
on Wednesday evening, December 4, she
will make her farewell appearande here in
an opera yet to be decided upon.

Prima Donne Come to Rescue.

Calve's illness, naturally, has necessi-
tated the impresario making different ar-
rangements. Mr. Grau's other prima
donnes have come gallantly to the rescue
and the repertoire for next week. will not
be materially disarranged. “Faust’” will be
given as announced on Monday evening,
November 25, Mme. Eames sustaining the
role of Marguerite, in which she has
achieved some of her most brilliant tri-
umphs. Mme. Eames came with the best
of grace to the rescue of her impresario
and most kindly consented to sing the
role of Marguerite, though not obliged to

do_so.
Tuesday evening “Die Walkure” will
be given, with Mme. Gadski in the role

of Sleglinde. Mme. Gadski did not wish
to be outdone in courtesy by Mme. Eames
and kindly consented to sing the role of
Sieglinde.

On Wednesday evening ‘‘Don Pasquale”
will be given as announced, with Mme.
Sembrich as Norma, and instead of “Cav-
alleria Rusticana’ ‘*‘Pagliacci” will be
given, with Mille. Scheff, Messrs. de Mar-
chi, Campanari, Delclery and Reiss. On
Thursday evening ‘Die Meistersinger”
will be repeated with the same cast as
last night.

Eames Will Sing as Aida.

On Friday evening “Aida" will be given,
with Mme. Emma Eames as Ai It is
in this role that Mme. Eames achieved her
greatest triumph in New York, where she
sang it for the first time two years ago
and made it the feature of the season
there. “Aida" will be given with an ex-
traordinarily strong cast, including Mmes.

ma Eames and Louise Homer, Messrs.
de Marchi, Scotti, Journet and Muhlmagn.

Satyrday afternoon, November 30, ®¥he
‘“Barber of Seville,” with Mme. Sembrich,
will be given and on the evening of that
date “Carmen’ will agaln be given, with
Mme. Calve in the title role, he reper-
toire for the remaining performances has
not yet been fully decided upon. An ex-
tra matinee will be given on Monday
afternoon, December 2, when ‘“Le Nozze
di Figaro” will be given, with the iden-
tical cast that presented the opera on
Tuesday evening.

On Monday evening, December 2, as has
already been stated, Mme. Calve will ap-
pear as Santuzza in “Cavalleria Rusti-
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cana.” = Tuesday evening, December 3,
“Tristan and Isolde™ will receive its first
representation in San Franeisco. Wednes-
day evening, December 4, Mme. Calve will
make ' her farewell appearance in San
Francisco. The programme for Thursday
afternoon and evening has not yet been
decided : upon.
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SCHOOL BOARD
ON THE CARPET

Grand Jury Investigates
Overcrowding of
- Classes.

A committee of the Grand Jury, con-
sisting of J. M.  Ellis, chairman; John
Kennedy and 8. C. Irving, had the Board
of Education “on the carpet” yesterday
regarding the overcrowded condition of
classes in the public schools. The com-
mittee has already been pursuing an in-
vestigation of the matter on its own ac-
count and desired to obtain from the
beard an outline of its contemplated pol-
icy to relieve the congested attendance in
a number of the schools.

There were present at the inquiry Di-
rectors Kincaid, Mark, Denman and Cas-
serly and Superintendent Webster. Chair-
man Ellis of the Grand Jury committee
put some pointed questions to the Direc-
tors as to the congested attendance In
some of the schooils, with particular ref-
ererce to the Hearst Grammar School.
The Directors pleaded ignorance of sueh
a condition and made the principal of the
school the scapegoat for not having re-
ported that the classes were overcrowded.

“We never knew that the Hearst School
was overcrowded,” said Director Kincaid,
who was corroborated in this statement
by the other three members of the board.
“The principal of the school is certainly
at fault for not reporting the facts to us.™

“Madame President,” interposed Super-
intendent Webster at this juncture, “I
have been steadily reporting for months
that the Hearst School needed more
classes and teachers. My recommenda-
tions were based on reports made to me
by my deputies, who had inspected the
school named.”

‘““Well, it was your duty to report the
matter to us,” said Casserly.

“I repeat,” said Webster, “that I did
so report and the board chose to ignora
my recommendation.”

The Grand Jury committee urged the
board to take all needed steps to remedy
the matter, and Mrs. Kincaid promisecd
that it would certainly be attended to.
After a number of other questions as to
what the board intended to do with re-
gard to bullding new schools the investi-
gation came to an end.

The Grand Jury also investigated.the
operations of the Department of Public
Works and found everything in satisfac-

NO DISAPPOINTMENT.

newest material.

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

EXTRA CUT PRICES

GOODS AND PRICES EXACTLY AS
ADVERTISED.

GOLDEN GATE
CLOAK Ao SUIT HOUSE

150 RAINY-DAY SUITS, the very lafest styles,

Cut Prices $10, $12.50, $15 and $17.50.

15 HIGH-GRADE TAILOR SUITS, elegantly trimmed,

some with faffeta silk drop skirts.
Cut Prices $25, $27.50 and $30.

Were $12.50, $15, $20 and $22.50.

tory condition.
;
B

Were 330, $35 and 340.

140 RAGLANS and THREE-QUARTER COATS, new

back, first-class tailoring, very fashionable.
Cut Prices $10, $12.50, $15 and $17.50.

Were $12.50, $15, 320 and $22.50.

60 CHILDREN'S DRESSES, fancy trimmed. ONE-
THIRD OFF frem regular prices, $3.50 to $10.

100 FUR CAPES, Electric Seal and River Miak, heavy

silk and satin lining.
Cut to $7.50, $10, $12 and SI5.

Were §10, $15, $17.50 and $20.

200 FUR SCARFS, most popular fur of the season.

Cut to $1.25, $1.75, $1.95, $2.50 and $2.95.

Were $1.75, $2.50, $3, $3.50 and $5.

1230-1232-1234 MARKET STREET.
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