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THE SUNDAY CALL

DASHING
ROMANCE
OF THE
DAUGHTER
OF THE,
FIRE

~ADDIES.

Clang-clang-clang!

fog-

D “ven <« vivia siare i

the

h
Hall a
u

¢ Y d « t
Was gt L€ st 5 rang out
s fearsor mess

th S f  feet, shouts and

the light rns; the sound of clank-
ass and wheels, and the good city

that time would tumbile out wof

see Knickerbocker Engine Com-

5 dash by on a run. Frequently

atchers would see the strange sight
ir-haired girl clad in fireman's hat
tugging along at the ropes of

the eng or runhing with the men,
sh ng words of encouragement.

Many would say as they gaszed, “Well,
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of the fire laddies.” TFor in those.days,
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Lillie Hitchcock came flying

*ing her escort, and
Iress and opera cloak,
her box at the Grand Opera-

wanted a frolic and she got
it. She Insisted that ghe be allowed to
hold the se pipe, if only for a moment.

The fir en could refuse their loyval com-

rade and well-wisher nothing, when sud-
denlv the air chamber of the engine
burst, and the “firewoman,” clad in pur-
ple and fine linen, was thoroughly

drenched.

But that was a small happening to this
most ariginal of women, who was always
hale fellow well met in her manner to all
her friends. Even as a girl she had a way
of meeting a fireman, slapping him on the
back cordially and singing out to him,
“Why, hello, Jim, how are you?' Many a
time if ev the humblest member of her
beloved o. 5 got Into any trouble she
was ready to help him, even to paying a
fine if need be, though she was never al-
lowed to do so.

Mapy 2 time too at a fire, after the
firemen’s duty was done, did she have
coffee and eatables furnished for them at
her expense at a nearby restaurant. Her
interest cxtended to the familles of the
men, and many have been the thoughtful
and kind acts they have on record of her.
Thoughtfulness had always been one of
her characteristics, and all her favors
were done in ne niggardly way, from the
flowers for the : ri, sent in a hand-
SOme cose as a psake, to the geneérous
theck sent as a Christmas gift for a sick
“fire laddle.”

In 1868, Lillle Hitchcock was married to
Howard Colt, a fine looking young fellow,
afterward crier to the Board of Brokers.
Owing to parental opposition they were

-

-

married secretly in this city, and then
went to New York to visit friends. But

with her marriage she did not lose her in-
terest in fires and her beloved ‘“No. §5,"” and
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on her wedding day she wore the
small jeweied pii, & number five in dia-
monds, which no one ever remembers see-
ing her without, at home or abroad. In

her diary and on her letters she always
signed her n s: *“Lillle Hitchcock
Colt—5."" Frc 1 after her husband’'s

which teok place many years ago,
Coit lived with her mother at the
Palace Hotel, where the s of No. 5
alwa found a warm welcc 3,

Always on the occaslion of anniver ry
or other parades, “the daughier of the fir
laddies” would appear at her window, clad
fn her fireman's coat and hat, and give
the salute to the tramping boys below.
One of the most prominent decorations of
her drawing room was a large painting

representing the world. On the top of
the globe sat the "“‘daughter of the flre
laddies” in a fireman's scarlet coat, and
reaching out from everywhere were men

with wine glasses in their outstretched
hands, offering the toast, **To the one wo-
man in the world.,” Some of the most
prominent citizens of San Francisco of
that day were recognizable in the paint-
ing, which was presented to Mrs. Coit. A
suitable verse of presentation was written
below the plcture,

At the yearly banquets of “No. 6" Lillie
Hitchcock would always honor the boys
with at least a brief presence, and if that
were impossible, nho matter where in the
world she might Ye, she sent a floral token
of her thought and a letter beginning:

“Dear Number Five."”
But engine “Number §'' and her be-

loved daughter are widely senarated now.
Lillie Hitcheock Coit is in Paris and {8 not
in good heaith, while the once busy en-
gine is living 2 life of honorable fdleness

at Petaluma, having been cold to that
city many years ago, where it nlso saw
some active service All that remain of

the sixty-five men who were at different
times on the roster of Number § are about
thirty-three men constituting the Knick-

erbocker Engine Company Assoclation,
with headquarters at the rooms of the
Veteran Firemen's Association on Fourth

street,

Perhaps the two most cherished objects
in the possessgion of these remaining
o rbockers” » the large glit bust
» Hitcheock presented to the asso-
years ago by Dr, Mac:
the {ime-stained, cracked oij
painting of the old engine itself.

The Knickerbocker Engine Company
Ne. 5 was organized on October 17, 1850,
k New Yorkers, whence it received its
name, Harry Wheeler, E. B. Vreeland

and P, Burns are the cniy men now living
who belonged to the company in the first
vear or so after its organization. James
H. Cutter, a New Yorker who then had a
store on Front street, was the prime ore
ganizer and the first foreman of the com-
pany.

vy must have been great lady-killers,
firemen of the carly days, for ane
read on their records of 1853 of their
g an immense bouquet together with
good wishes to “Kate" Hayes, the
ite concert ginger of the time. The
a very pretty note which
. and now hangs
oelation rooms. In
urred the fire that swept 8o
nuch before it, and the ey e house of
Number 5, then on Merchant street, was

burned.
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Then they went to the engine-house on
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Sacramento street, whence dates thelr

adoption of the *“daughter of the fire
laddies.”

“No.. 5" is a side-stroke engine built
by James Smith of New York and sent

to the waiting ‘“Knickerbockers” by way
of Cape Horn. The second engine in the
service of the company was also a Smith

engine, called the “silver engine,” and
was afterward sold to Carson City.
Knickerbocker Company No. 5 was dis-

banded on May 11, 1858, by the Board of
Supervisors for digsobeying the orders of
the Chief Engineer of the Fire Depart-
ment, F. E. R, Whitney. The company
employed Messrs. MeDougall and Sharp,
crack lawyers of the day, to defend them,

and took the matter into court. Judge
Norton decided that the Board of Dele-
gates of the Fire Department, a govern-
ment body, was the only body having
authority to disband them. They were
out of service for two or three weeks and
deprived of engine-house and appurten-
ances. But for two years afterward they
continued contrary, and had to pay all
their own expenses and do everything
themselves, even to greasing their own
hose, on account of refusing to recognize
Whitney, for whom they had some ob-
jection.

In 1854, the company, 110 strong, visited
Sacramento, taking along engine No. 5
and a band. In 1855 No. 1 of Sacramentlo

returned the visit and was entertained in
San Francisco.

In the election of Chief Engineer David
Scannell, in 1860 the company cast a full
vote, numbering sixty-five, the only com-
pany known to cast a full vote, In Sep-
tember, Stenhen Bunner, now sergeant
of police, who was then second assistant
foreman of the company, was presented
by J. H. Reynolds with a handsome gold
front, with a resolution from the com-
pany praising his activity and faithful-
ness in service, and, above all, his temper-
ate habits,

Knickerbocker Engine Company No.
once challenged Howard Company No.
to play a match against them for $500
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to §1000 a side, half forfeit. The Howards
were afrald to meet the doughty Knick-
erbockers, and got out of it, whereat the
papers of that day came out with ca:-
toons representing the Howard boys as
old women in a big wash-tub and the

lads of No. 5 dressed as devils, with a
big hose pipe washing them overboard.
On September 19, 1959, the members of

No. 5 presented W. B. Fairman, the last
retiring foreman, with a handsome gold
watch and chain.' E. B. Vreeland and E.
J. Chase arc the two surviving foremen
of the company.

On December 30, 1866, the gallant No. 5
and her men went out of active
It is a remarkable fact that

service.

from the

ranks of Knickerbocker Engine Company

No. 5 have been f hed men who have

filled almost minent position

within the gift of the people, with the

exception of President of the United
States and Vice Some of the &
members thus ! 1 are as follows: a

1 vernor and United

8. R. Harris, Mayor,

reasurer, Willlam B,
| rs—A. H. Titcomb {
miliarly called “Doc™), T. MeCarty, Ji
Kenny, Joe Roberts and Messrs. Fairm
Reynolds and Flaherty; H. G.
on, Congressman and State Sens
Horace Kent;

Reed and Chase,




