-

- Ll g 5 — a3
5 T 1

1-1-

g
FeaE oo

all,

VOLUME XCL-NO 46.

SAN_  FRANCISCO, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, 1902.

PRICE FIVE CENTS.

DEANE AND FLOOD ADMIT MAHONY SIGNED
PROMISING POSITIONS IN EVENT OF HIS ELE(
THE GRAND JURY DECIDES TO INVESTIGATE MATTER

DOCUMENT
ELECTION AND

_..1[..

tics in all cireles in the city.

Mayor Schmitz took immediate action after reading the charges made against Mahony in The Call. After considerable difficulty the _Mayor sucqeeded in getting Mahony
before him and received a denial from the County Clerk of the charges made. The Grand Jury yesterday arranged for a special investigation, to begin next Friday alternoon.

The Mayor has again ordered Mahony to appear before him to--day at 2 p.m to answar to the eharzss mids in The Call.

. Ex-County Clerk Deane yesterday admitted that the document signed by Mahony was in existence and could be prcduced, while John Flood, = deputy. confessed to drawing up
. the paper. Mayor Schmitz will place Mahony on trial and remove him from office if found guiliy.

HE illegal acts on the part of County Clerk Bert Mahony during the recent campaign, as published exclusively in The Call yesterday, created intense indignation against boss peli-
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Mahony. accompanied by his- attorney,
to the Mayor's office and was im-
by the city's executive. A
few minutes later Attorney A. Ruef, the
Mayor's legzl adviser, arrived and became
sne of the party in consultation.

The scance lasted but a few minutes.
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CITY’S CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND SOME MEN W0 FIGURE IN THE SCANDAL IN THE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE.
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The Mayor asked Mahony as
charges made by The Call, and the Coun-
¥ Clerk, by the advice of his attorney,
entered a general denlal.

“That is ‘all for the present,” said the
Mayor, and Mahony left the room
Mayor Schmitz ordered Mahony to ap-

COUNTY CLERK MAHONY MUST ANSWER
TO THE LAW FOR HIS GRAVE OFFENSE

N an exclusive publication vyesterday The Call exposed a scandal which has
I hung like a pall over the County Clerk’s ofice since A. B. Mahony assumed the
duties of County Clerk.

In obedience to public duty this paper accused County Clerk Mahony of hav-
ing entered into a corrupt bargain before he received the nomination for the position
which he now holds. Charges of the gravest character, impugning his honesty, re-
flecting wupon -his integrity and questioning his fitness to hold any position of trust in
this municipality, were made. i

By this paper Mr. Mahony was accused of having entered into 'a written
agreement with William A. Deane to appoint the latter Chief Deputy County Clerk
in the event of his retirement from the race for the position which Mahony subse-
quently won. In making this corrupt, secret bargain County Clerk Mahony com-
nmitted an offense against the laws of this State and of this city. His gross violation
subjects him to summary removal and to whatever other penalty justice may.see fit
to inflict.

In making these charges The Call has performed a painful duty, but one
which as a representative of the public it was compelled to perform. The position
occupied by County Clerk Mahony is one of the wost responsible and deeply sacred
in the gift of this mumicipality. The County Clerk has in his custody mterests of
almost immeasurable magnitude.. He has in a very large measure direction over the
affairs of the living and of the dead, and in him should be embodied principles of
absolute and wuncompromising integrity.

When The Call discovered that in an affair, comparatively of the smallest sig-
nificance, he signed a written agreement to barter away a sacred trust, this paper
deemed itself obligated to the city to expose the crime. Mr. Makhony now denies that

he ever signed such an agreement with V. A. Deane ox made any compact, written
or oral, binding him, in any way before clection, to a disposiiion of the patronage of
his office. In making this assertion Mr. Mahony lies, knows he lies, and may take
what satisfaction there may be in the promise that The Call 15 ready to prove that
he lies. ;

There can be no evasion of such an issue as this. The reputation, standing,
character and official position of County Clerk Mahony are at stake in the face of
such a grave accusation. The Call, however, understands thoroughly its position
and defies County Clerk Mahony to take it into court to disprove that he is a liar
when he asserts that before his nomination he did not make a corru pt bargain which
unfits him for the most responsible post which he now holds.

The exposure of this ante-election bargaining on the part of County Clerk Ma-
hony has attracted the attention of the Grand T ury, which promiseés to begin an in-
quiry wext Friday. For the sake of purity in the admimistration not only of munic-
ipal affairs, but of matters which touch closely the very life of every resident of San
Francisco, it is to be hoped that this promised investigation will be thorough.

Mayor Schmitz has declared that he recognizes his own serious responsibility
in this affair and will leave nothing undone to learn the facts and wupon learning
them to act with decision and promptness. For him and for the Grand J ury there can
be but two phases to this grave matter. The Call has either grossly and unwarrant-
cdly slandered a public official or it has called to the attention of the public and to
the properly constituted authorities the dereliction of a man who is dangerous to the
community in the position which he now occupies. ~If The Call has acted without
Justice it should be punished. If it has told the truth and pointed out an evil which
Jeopardizes the city, the evil should be removed in the person of - him who created
tt—County Clerk A. B. Mahony. o
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to the waived the formality of being duly sum-

moned, and promised to appear before
the Mayor at the time specified.

Joseph E. Bier, of the firm of Bier &
Regensburger, money lenders, denied
point blank that he contributed the sum

body else in the latter's interests during
the campaign. Bler said: “I have had
dealings with -Mahony on several occa-
slons during his employment as a clerk
in the County Clerk’s office under Deane.
I loaned him money as I do many others

not know him if T met him on the street.
I have no agreement with County Clerk
Mahony to get all the business out of his
office. Bome of the employes of the of-
fice do business with me, but there is no
agreement between myself ‘and Mahony

Crimmins’ organization men. He

at, 902 Kearny street. It
those places where women

<le
.

office, but he is far from being satisfled
with the job. McNair is one of “Philly”
con-
ducts a resort known as the ‘‘Brooklyn”
is one of
dance

pear before him at the Mayo‘r‘s office to-
day at 2 o'clock to answer the grave

charges made by The Call. Mahony

of $3850 through Boss Crimmins to help
Mahony win his fight for the County
Clerkship. Bler also denied that he had

any money dealings with Mahony or any- -

employed by the eity, but at no time
during or immediately before the cam-
paign did I contribute -or loan him any
money, 1don't know-Crimmins and would

or myself and Crimmins compelling them
to bring thelr business to me.”
James McNalir, a Kearny street saloon-

with sailors at night and in the day time
it remains closed. McNair, who is ‘“‘close
up’” to Crimmins, thought he could hold

. down the clerkship in the Jul_uoe Court.

WILL NOT

DENY THE
CONTRACT

Ex-County t—lcrk Says
Deal Was Made
as Charged.

Will Pr;uce Evidence
of Compact W hen

Asked.

ILLIAM A. DEANE was
quite reluctant at first to
discuss the details of the
contract. He expressed re-
gret that the had
leaked out and attributed
the expose to overzealous frienda
who were displeased ne
had not been fairly dealt with by Ma-
hony. Deane sald: “I am extremely sor-
ry that this thing has been made public.
I am sorry for Mahony's sake, even
though he broke faith with me. Person-
ally I feel that my position in the matter
is an unfortunate one. I cannot deny the
truth of the story published in yesterday's
Call in reference to Mahony having made
a contract with me, and at the samé time

atory

because

-1 huve little desire to discuss the mattar.”

“You know, Mr. Deane, that Mr. Ma-
hony made a contract to retain you in
his office as chief deputy in the event of
his election?’ was asked.

“Yes," answered Deane, “I admit that
he did. T guess there iz no use trying to
protect Mahony. All those who knew of
the contract and saw it or witnessed it
with their signatures have admitted its
existence and I will also be tfuthful about
the matter. I was not treated right by
Mahony. I worked harder for his elee-
tion than any other man he had In his
fight and of course I am very much
grieved over the way he has turned me
down. Personally I was disposed to re-
turn good for evil and assist him to get
along to the best of my ability, but my
friends have come to me in large num-
bers and all of them are nettled and sore.
I was certaintly turned down hard.

“I have not spoken of Mahony's con-
tract to a soul and was thunderstruck
when my wife awakened me at 8 o'clock
yesterday morning to read the story of
the affair published in The Call. I know
where the contract is at the present mo-
ment and I can produce it if I am forced
to by the proper authorities. Until I am
ordered to produce this contract by the

« proper authorities I will not say whears it

is or who has it. It is a sorry plight to
be placed in, but it is no fault of mine
that the secret was divulged. Under the
circumstances it would be useless for me
to deny the existence of the contract. I
would not be doing justice to my man-
hood to lie about it. I carried out my end
of it ltke a major, and if Mahony had
not thrown me down the subject would
never have Been brought up.”

BROOKS MAKES DEPOSIT
COVERING DISPUTED FEFS

Deposits Certificate of Deposit With
County Clerk Pending Trial
of Suit.

Former Treasurer 8. H. Brooks yester-
day deposited In the custody of the Coun-
ty Clerk certificates of deposit on a local
savings bank for 38817 63, which he had
held as fees for collecting collateral in-
heritance taxes, which he retained under
the State law.

The certificates were immediately
turned over to the city treasury and
locked in the strong vaults. The City At-
torney has begun suits on an agreed

statement of facts In Superior Judge
Cook's court to determine the ownership
of the money.
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This job would give him a chance to get
his sleep between the time he closed up
his dive and the time he would have to
show up at the City Hall in the morning.
Mahony did not assign McNair to the
Justice Court, but told him to report at
the County Clerk’s officc every morning at
8:30 o'clock. Now the job does not look
so good to McNair and it Is quite possible
that he will resign.

It was persistently rumored on the
street late last night that Martin Kelly,
the pdlitical boss, had in his possession
several contracts made by Mahony in
which the latter agreed, in exchange for
Kelly's support, to give him certain
places in the County Clerk’s office. This
rumor cotld not be verified, but It may
explain the statement made by Steno-
grapher John Flood, who says ir an in-
terview: “1 drew up so many contracty
during the campaign that I don't kmow
which one you refer to.” ‘;
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