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and was imprisoned for contempt. Aside
.from the $i8,520 the Legislature never
found the slightest trace of what became
of the money except from the statement
by the officers of the Hastings Bank that
during the excitement over the Vigilance
Committee in San Francisco in ..56 Rowe
had represented that there was danger
that a raid would be made upon the State
treasury; that one night a number of bags
of gold were quietly passed out of the
window of the treasury office, loaded In
a wagon and deposited in the vault of the
Hastings Bank, but where they went to
from there never developed.

Bates was impeached, resigned his of-
fice before trial and the Legislature dis-
qualified him from ever again holding of-
fice. Actions were brought against him
and his bondsmen, but the State never
recovered a dollar of the enormous sum
that was abstracted.

At noon on November 1, 15871, the doors
of the bhanking house of B Hastings
& Co. were closed, never again to be

“AWNING POSTS WERE MADE INTO BATTERING RAMS AND THE DOOR OF THE STATION-HOUSE

opened for the transactlon of business.
This laconic explanation was all that was
conveyed to the depositors by a note that
was posted on the door: “In consequence
of the news received from 8an Francisco
that John Sime & Co., with whom this
house is closely connected, could not open
to-day, we are compelled to close this
office.” The announcement created a
flurry, but the depositors lost everything.
And ‘so the old building lost caste—it was
no longer the seat of the judicial power of
the State or the home of a flourishing
fiscal institution.

For a time it was distinguished by to
iet signs and then the lower portion was
rented to a produce firm and its floors
were littered with cabbages, onlons, pota-
tces and other truck; the upper part was
cut up into lodging rooms.

But the old building was destined to re-
coup and to again take a position of im-
portance in the public affalrs of the State.

A. J. Rhoads, familiarly and popularly

knowr as “Frank Rhoads,”” and Isador

TOWNIEND

BEATEN DOWN.”

Townsend had for several years conduct-
ed the Union Hotel, an old-time and well-
known resort near the other end of the
block on Second street. The partnership
broke up over a little misunderstanding
in which Rhoads shot his associate in the
leg, but the wound was not serious, nor
was the estrangement of the men of long
duration. Thefr again joined, leased the
old bank building, christened it the
“Rhoads & Townsend House,”” and by
that name it has since been known all
cver the State and beyond. The partners
were of different political faiths; Rhoads
ran the Republean and Townsend the
Demccratic end of politics.

A couple of smaller rooms in the rear
were fitted up for card tables and places
for private consultation. The old bank
vault was made a storage room for lig-
uors and cigars. Upstairs the Tooms were
used for gambling games and for sleeping

uarters. The old building again became
th: scene of constant activity. It was the
mecca to which politiclans of all parties
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Journeyed. Tt was the meeting place of
central committees. The First Ward was
the principal battieground in the primary
and other elections a the Rhoads &
Townsend House was e depository of
the coin for the influencing of the voters
and the place at which it was disbursed.
And sometithes the sack was so handily
accessible as to be almost free to the rab-
ble. At one eiection for Chief of Police—
an office of imports to the gambling
element particularly, it meant much
if the incumbent would interfere with tha
games or not—a sack of several thousand
dollars was left so conveniently behind
the bar that it was looted to the tune of
some $15300 by the boys, who made away

with the sliver by the handful befors
Rhoads became aware of what was going
cn. But it s d g State conventions
and the le sessions that the
house was | flower. Higgins and
Gannon, Ke Crimmins made |t

their headquarters and lodging place.
The place was a resort for people of
high and low degree. State officers from
Governcrs down., Judges of all grades of
courts, Congressmen_ county and city offi-
cials and journalists from all over the
State were famillar callers. “Frank"™
1ds was a remarkable character. He
a Philadelphian of Quaker extraction,
d no man was more proud of his ances-
¥. In 1550 he came to California and for
a time mled in Nevada County. He then
came to Sacramento and engaged in the
draying business for about ten years.
Then he opened the old Sacramento The-
ater on Third street and a vear later be-
¢ 4 saloon-keeper. He was connected
the Volunteer Fire Department in
early days, and from that naturally drift-
ed into politics. In many respects he re-
sembied David C. Broderick, of whom he
was an ardent admlirer, Like him, he
a natural ader of men, an earnest
£ lend, but an uncompromis-
> hater. It was believed
made money out of poli-
ut by his intimates it is known that
lost much, and In fact died a poor
man. When In elrcumstances he spent
and lent his money right and left, and the
little private safe that stood at the outer
end of the bar at one time contained due
bills and other evidences of indebtedness
in his favor that would aggregate a pret-
ty fortune. And in very many instances
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they represeunteu acvances to men whom
he had alded to office and who were fully
able to requite their obligations. At one
time he destroyed papers that represented
about $4000 of such loans, and no doubt
before his death tore up the balance, for
they were not heard of among his effects.
For many years he managed raliroad poli-
tics id Sacramento and enjoyed the a -
lute confidence of the head men of the cor-
poration—particularly Senator Stanford.
But at the last new men came Into control
and he was dropped, yet to the very last,
and after he sold out the old house the
influence of the “Little Napoileon,” as his
friends called him, was a potential factor
In politics. But with his departure from
the Rhoads & Townsend House Its soul
went out; the outside signs alone suggest-
€d its historical past; within disorder and
decay made rapid inroads during the few
years since it ceased to be the mt%i;o-
litical power. WINFIELD J. DA 2




