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UNTIMELY DEATH OF “WIN” MERCER
~ ENDS CAREER OF GREAT PROMISE

—_— e

Brilliant Young Baseball Player and Manager
Leaves Many Friends to Mourn His Passing.

His Accounts Show He Was True to His Trust
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HE tragio suicide of Winfield B.
Mercer, told exclusively
Call yesterday, shocked all
ever came in contact with
clever baseball player. It cast
gloom over his comrades which could not

who

a

be dispelied and caused them to decide
{ upon ending their season with the pres-
ent week,

“Win"* Mercer's friends can account for
his act only on the ground of temporary

derangement. He was in good
y forty-eight hours before his
1 he seemed gloomy and de- |

T On the way to th coast the
teams stopped at Las Vegas, N. M. Here
Mercer visited a brother who is aflicted
with tuberculosis. This visit affected
Mercer for a time. He sadly told his
friends he was afrald he was afflicted
with the disease.

Not a refiection can be cast upon his
a unts treasurer of the baseball
teams deficit in funds exists to |
point to ause for his terrible deed. |

summary of -
he ad-

ed financial accounts which

lanager Norris O'Neill and

ed to N
behind him
Langham Hotel where the
the team were located,
gisiered at the Occidental at 9
nday evening under the name
of George Murray, Philadelphia avenue,
A 1 o'clock in the morning Henry Cassen
ar W. H. Van, detecting the strong odor |
s from Mercer's room, entered by
ns of a pass key,
They found the Young man lying dead

So determined had he been
a successful attempt at self-

bed

upor
ipon

upon m

<in

F 4

destruction that he had connected a long
rabber tube with the gas jet and held
the end in his clenched teeth. His cloth.
ing was’piled about his head to shut in

the deadly vapor.

HIS LAST MESSAGES.

the

of

Upon table were found the last mes-
sages the despondent young athlet
To his mother, Mrs. Maggie Mercer,
Fifth street

od

fareweil:
I do

following

arling Mother
heart, but I am afraid I will
he act which I am about to co
amn doing the right thing,
se forgive me Women
of me, but I forgive them,
they are my downfall. God biess
dear mother, 1 must say good-by

by

rever; ple forgive me, dear mother, and
brothers—I love you all and am sorry to leave
Again 1 ¥ good-by to mother, Howard,
Ross 1 Hazel, Robert and all my dear

From
WINNIE.
To Miss Martha C. Porter, also of East

| uncles and aunts and cousins.

Liverpool, Ohilo, the sweetheart which |
| Mercer had left behind him, the follow-
ing touching letter was left:

| W 1 tears streaming from my eyes I pen
these few ) s to you, the dearest and sweetest

little

» whole world.

ch I am about to commit i sim-
I cannot help it, dearie. 1
body else, so 1 am golng to
as 1 have many other wrong

rigld

Please forgive me, dear Martha. I love you to
he last Oh, if 1 could only kiss you once
more I would be satisfied to go. Good night
to 3 r father, mot Itha, John and my
Harry I am sorry to leave you,
t is best that I should go. Your
WINNIE.
, the manager of the All-

nerican t , was the last of Mercer's
| compar ns to receive a final word.
Thus read his letter:

Dear Notris: ¢ Please pardon me for the act

God enly knows that I

I am about to commit
t but 1 think it best that I

am sorry to do it,

riends:
ce

ar old pal, with tears in my

Beware of women and

eyes 1 say good-by forever. 1 wanted to do

right. Please forgive me, dear old friend.
You will find two sacks of money in the

safe; also sixty-three in my trousers pockets.

i

{ WIN.
|  CAREER AS A PLAYER.
|

Mercer's death will be a shock to De-

troit bascball fans as he had signed as
| manager of that team for the season of
1903 a2t a big salary. Mercer appeared

first as a baseball star when a member
of the Washington National League Club
in 1882. The next year he joined the New

st we ey

in The |

the |

s affairs even ex- |

East Liverpool, O., he ]|;|;i.

not want to |

o

\

— 4{@‘)“ e SO
&/ 72NN
it e \
/9 .l!f{./f@ \

+ 9 i gO’ |
i Wt !

t P

, | $

| A\

| S

NS =)
==

|

.2“77 !
NOTED BASEBALL PLAYER

WHO COMMITTED SUICIDE
IN THE OCCIDENTAL HOTEL.
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York team, returning to the Washington

team in 1885 and again signing with New |

York in 1888, With this team he played
until the spring of 1992, when' he joined
the Detroit Americans, remaining with |

that aggregation until his present trip to
the coast.

The members of the All-American and
National baseball teams held a meeting
last evening in their rooms at the Lang-
ham Hotel for the purpose of declding
upon the proper ccurse to be taken fol-
lowing the death of one of their fellow
plavers A great deal of feeling was
shown by the members in the matter.
It was unanimously decided a game
should be plaved in this city on next
| Sunday as a benefit to Mrs., Mercer, the
mother of Winfield B. Mercer, Lhe de-
| ceased member of the club.
| Joe Corbett and Bill Lange have prom-
ised to take part in the game.

For the furpose of necessary practice
the regular games will be played on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday of this
week,

The remains of Mercer will be em-
balmed. Richard Harley, who was a fel-
low player on the Detroit baseball team
with Mercer, will accompany the remains
to his former home in East ILiverpool,
Ohio, leaving this city Thursday morning.

Monday morning the teams will dishand
and the members will return to their re-
spective homes.

Tickets will be sold for the benefit game
at Harry Corbett’'s and a number of
| prominent hotels and cigar stores in the
city.
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. \RECKLESS THIEF SEEN

BREAKING INTO HOUSE

Jack Welch, Former Soldier, Robs
Colored Women of Money and
Goods.

Jack Welch, a former soldier employed
as a teamster at the fresidio Reserva-
tion, was arrested yesterday afternoon by
Detectives Ryan end Taylor and charged
at the City Prison with burglary.

O Monday afternoon, it is alleged,
Wedlch broke into the residence of Miss
| Dora Davis at 2329 Beach street, and,
using an ax, opened a trunk, stealing
from it $10 in cash and a lot of lace and
ribbon.

Welch was seen breaking into the house
by Con McCaulif and Henry Boom of
2321 Beach street, and they notified the
police.

When Welch was searched at the prison
the lace and ribbon were found on his
person, but the money was missing.

Seabury Would Not Prosecute.

When the case of H. Rolfs, bartender
at the Grand Opera-house bar, charged
with battery upon Forrest Seabury, actor
and long-distance diver, last Monday at
217 Leavenworth street, was called before
Police Judge Cabaniss yesterday Seabury
refused to prosecute and the case was
dismissed. Seabury and Rolfs had a con-
sultation in the courtroom a few minutes
before the case was called.

Fancy Dress Ball.
Excelsior Circle of the Companions of

members and friends in the social hall
of the Alcazar building to-morrow night
with a fancy dress masked ball. The com-
mittee in charge will award prizes to the
best dressed lady and gentleman and for

the most original costumes.

|
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|
|

THE  WILSON DISTTLLING CO
Baltimore, Md.

stablished (823.

WILSON
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VENTUF
ol RIVE FOR

THE CHILD

Divorced Wife's Appli-
cation Comes Up in
Des Moines.

Evidence Includes Affidavits
From Many Persons
of Note.

Professor Renews Allegations of In-
discreet Conduct on the Part
of His Former

Spouse.

Special Dispatch to The Call. i
DES MOINES, Ia., Jan. 13.—A stack of
affidavits nearly a foot high was depos-i
ited on the desk of Judge McVey in the '
District Court to-day and arguments were |
begun for and against the application of |
Mrs. Jeannette Conrad for the possession |
of Idlian Ventura, a pretty Miss of 9
years, technically in the custody of her |
father, Professor Louis D. Ventura of |
San Francisco, but actually in that of |
!Mrs. Conrad, formerly Mrs. Ventura. !
The affidavitg submitted to Judge McVey
include the signatures and sworn state-
ments of Governor Cummins of lowa,
William Dean Howells, the novelist;
Temasse Salvini, the tragedian; Mrs.
Phoebe Hearst, the California philan-
thropist, and David Starr Jordan, presi- |
dent of. Leland Stanford Jr. University, |
not to mention numerous others of almost
equal note. .
Ventura is a professor of languages,
formerly of Des Moines and Minneapolis,

the Forest of America will entertain its |

now of ILeland Stanford Jr. University
and the Mount Tamalpais Military Acad-
emy of San Rafael, Cal. He and Mrs.
Ventura have always traveled in the most
exclusive soclety and hence have been
enabled to obtain the affidavits mentioned
relative to the merits‘of the controversy.
ALLEGATIONS OF VENTURA.
Ventura alleges that shortly after his
marriage to the plaintiff, Miss Milford of
Minneapoiis, he discovered that she had
been guilty of Indiscreet conduct with
Otis Colburn, a Milwaukee editor, and |
Willlam Aretander, a prominent Minne-
apolis insurance man. He alleges other |
incidents subsequent to their marriage |
and mentions A. E. Conrad, her present |
| husband, in this connection. His former |
wife denied these charges, but said they |
| were used to intimidate her into consent-
!'ing to give up the custody of her child
| when the divorce was granted to her. |
Last summer she vigited California and |
| kidnaped little Lilian, and to prevent her |
| former husband recovering possession she
brought the present suit.
|  Ventura, in to-day’s testimony, alleged
ilhax Mrs. Conrad went to California as
| a delegate to the National Federation of
| Women's Clubs and sought to effect a
| reconefliation with him, representing go
him that she had been divorced from |
Conrad. He sald, however, that Conrad |
wrote to him warning him that nhel
merely songht to kidnap the, ehild and
| was still Conrad's wife.

| MOTHER GETS THE CHILD. {
! Ventura finally relented sufficiently to
| assist her to obtain a *position as nurse
i and governess and to permit her to see
| the child occasionally. This culminated
{ after a few weeks in the abduetion, after
he had finally rejected all overtures at
| & reconciliation, resulting In her circu-
| lating disparaging stories concerning him.4
| He says that followng the kidnaping of |
the child he sought to obtain a requisition |
i upon the Governor of Minnesota for Mrs, |
| Conrad’'s arrest, but falled. {
| The affidavits by President Jordan, Mrs. |
| Hearst, Willlam Dean Howells and Sal- |
vini certify to the charming dispnsillnnl
and good conduct of Ventura; also to hisi
]

ability to provide for the child and to the
fact that he was giving her a good edu-
cation,

Governor Cummins, Rev. J. E. Cathel
and other prominent men of Des Moines
2nd Minneapolis testify similarly of Mrs. !
Ventura and allege that her husband was
of a cruel disposition.

The little girl makes an affidavit in |
which she says she prefers to live with
her mother.

ONE HUNDRED WIDOWS
TO HELP HIM CELEBRATE

Syracuse Octogenarian Bars the Male |
Persuasion From His Birth-

day Party.
SYRACUSE, Jan. 13.—A. A. Howlett, a |
veteran bank president and business man, |
has issued invitations to about 100 wid- |
ows, who are to help him celebrate his .
elghty-second birthday, which falls on'
February 17. No man will be there. Every
| widow whose husband Howlett had
| known. has been asked. Howlett says:
“Widows are too often left out of so-
ciety. There’ll be widows from New York, '
| Chicago, Duluth, Oswego and other places
|at the celebration, and they'll all be
| prominent people. We won't have a man
in the house. I am going to have a ladies’
orchestra, a woman caterer, women wal-
tresses, and I am looking after & woman
to take care of the furnace.,” |
i
|

Howlett will banish his son and grand-
son from the house.

LIEUTENANT OF GERMAN
CRUISER KILLS HIMSELF

Commits Suicide While Returning
Home From a Lengthy Sojourn |
in the Tropics. |

BERLIN, Jan. 13.—First Lieutenant von '
Lengerke of the German cruiser Vineta,
whose death on board the passenger
steamer Hispania, before her arrival at
Bremerhaven, was reported last Satur-
day, committed suicide. According to the
official report, he shot himself. It is said
he was returning home after being se-
riously ill in the tropics. A rumor is cur-
| rent that he lost official favor because he
sank the Venezuelan vessels captured at
La Guaira and that he was ordered home
on that account. i

- ————

DAY WILL BE ELEVATED
TO THE SUPREME BENCH

Former Secretary of State to Succeed |

Associate Justice
Shiras. :
WASHINGTON, "Jan. 13.—Former Sec-
retary of State Willlam R. Day of Can-
ton, Ohio, at present Judge of the Sixth
United States Judicial Circuit, will be ap-
pointed Associate Justice of the United
States Supreme Court to succeed George
Shiras Jr. of Pennsylvania, who will re-
tire in a few weeks. In selecting Judge
Day for this honor, Presiaent Roosevelt
had in mind the well known intention of
President McKinley to give Judge Daj
this promotion when an opportunity
should occur,

The gangway seems to be the path that

leads to political glory.

REGEIVES EVERY
REPUBLIGAN VOTE

Judge Heyburn Elected
Senator From

Idaho.

James H. Hawley of Boise
Is Honored by Demo-
cratic ‘Minority.

BOISE, Idaho, Jan. 12.—The houses of
the Legislature in separate session to-day
elected Judge Weldon B. Heyburn of
Wallace United States Senator, to suc-
ceed Henry Heitfeld. He received the
votes of every Republican in both houses,
fifty in all. The seventeen Demaocrats
voted for James H. Hawley of Boisg. The
fecature of the session was the speech of
Galloway of Washington (Democrat), who
seconded Hawley’'s nomination, He sald
the people of the State had expressed
their wish at the recent election for a Re-
publican Senator. The Democrats, he
said, could not elect, and he therefore re-
gretted he was denied the opportunity of
voting for W. E. Borah, the defeated Re-
publican candidate, who, he said, was the
peer of any of the candidates of the op-
pcsition party and whose interests were
identical with those of Idaho.

This indirect reference to the fact that
Judge Heyburn maintains an -office in
Spokane, Wash., was greeted with wild
applause.

550 S PR
SIGN CALL FOR CAUCTUS.

Members of Utah Legislature Still
Stand by Apostle Smoot.

SALT LAKE, Utah, Jan. 13.—Thirty-five
members of the Legi&lature who are sup-
porting Apostle Reed Smoot in his candi-
dacy for the United States Senatorship
met in this city to-night and agreed ‘o
sign a call for a caucus to be held to-
morrow evening. After the meeting it
was sald that additional signatures will
be'secured for the call to bring the total
up to forty-four. A majority of the en-
tire Legislature is thirtystwo. The gen-
eral belief is that Smoot will be nominat-
ed on the first ballot.

SENATOR MASON WITHDRAWS.

Realizes That There Is No Possibility
of His Re-election.

SPRINGFIELD, Ill., Jan. 13.—Senator
Mason formally announced to-day his
withdrawal from the contest to be his
own successor, admitting the impossibil-
ity of his re-election.

Representative Church of Chicago, the
father of the movement to elect a Chicago
man to succeed Senator Mason, also lost
all hope this evening of succeeding In
the undertaking and Congressman A. J.
Hopkins of Aurora probably will be
chosen without opposition.

French Parliament Resumes Session.

PARIS, Jan. 13.—Both branches of Par-
Hament resumed their sessions to-day
after the extended holiday recess. The
sesslon of the Chamber of Deputies was
calm and uneventful, in marked contrast
to the turbulent scenes which were wit-
nessed on the eve of the recess. M. Bur-
geois was re-elected President by 325 out
of 414 votes cast, the other candidates
withdrawing.

S —
WASHINGTON, Jan. 13.-—Representative
Jones of Virginia introduced a bill in the
House to-day extending the coinage system of
the United States to the Philippine Islands.

DR. KILMER’'S SWAMP-ROOT.

ARE YOUR KIDNEYS WEAK?

Thousands Have Kidney Trouble and Never
Suspect It.

To Prove What the Great Kidney Remedy, Swamp-"oof, Will Do
for YOU Every Reader of The Call May Have a Sample

Bottle Sent Absolutely Free by Mail.

It used to be considered that only uri-
nary and bladder troubles were to be
traced to the kidneys, but now modern
science proves that nearly all diseases
have their beginning in the disorder of
these most important organs.

The kidneys filter and purify the blood—
that is their work.

Therefore, when your kidrneys are weak
or out of order you can understand how
quickly your entire body is affected, and
3o:v every organ seems to fail to do its

uty.

If you are sick or “feel badly,” begin
taking the great kidney remedy, Dr. Kil-
mer's Swamp-Root, use as soon as
your kidneys are well they will help all
the other organs to health. A trial will
convince any one.

We: and unhealthy kidneys are re-
sronsible for many kinds of diseases, and
if permitted to continue'much suffering
with fatal results are sure to follow.
Kidney trouble irritates the nerves,
makes you dizzy, restless, sleepless and
irritable. Makes you pass water often
during the day and obliges you to get up
many times during the night. Unhealthy
kidneys cause rheumatism, gravel, ca-
tarrh of the bladder, pain or dull ache
in the back, joints and muscles; makes
your head ache and back ache, causes
ndigestion, stomach and liver trouble;
you get a sallow, yellow complexion;
makes you feel as though you had heart
trouble; yvou m have plenty of ambi-
tion, but no strength; get weak and waste
away.

The cure for these troubles is Dr. Kil-
mer's Swamp-Root, the world-famous
kidney remedy. In taking Swamp-Root
you afford natural help to nature, for
Swamp-Root Is the most perfect healer
and gentle aid to the kidneys that is
known to medical science.

If there i{s any daubdt in your mind as
to your condition, take from your urine
on rising about four ounces, place it in
a glass or bottle and let it stand twenty-
four hours. If on examination it is milky
or cloydy, If there is a brickdust settling,
or if small particles float about in it, your
l&ldneys are in need of immediate atten-

on.

Swamp-Root is pleasant to take and is
used in the leading hospitals, recommend-
ed by physicians In their private prac-
tice, and is taken by doctors themselves
who have kidney allments, because they
recognize in it the greatest and most suc-
cessful remedy for kidney, liver and blad-
der troubles. ;

If you are already convinced that
Swamp-Root is what you need, you can
purchase the regular fifty-cent and one-
dollar size bottles at the drug stores

Kidney, Liver and Bladder

CURE.

DIRECTIONS.

May take one, two or three J
teaspoonfuls hefore or after meals
and at bedtime.

Children less according to age.

Acid troubles and disorders due N
to weak kidneys, such as catarrh N

PREPARED ONLY BY
DR. KILMER & CO.
BINGHAMTON, N, Y.
Sold by all Druggists,

gverywhere.b Do}r:'t make asny mistake, e T
ut remember the name, Swamp-Root,
Dr. Kilmer's Swamp-Root, and the ad- (Swamp-Root i pleasant to take.)

dress, Binghamton, N. Y., on every bottle,

EDITORIAL NOTE—You may have a sample bottle of this wonderful reius-
edy, Swamp-Root, sent absolutely free by mail; also a book telling all about Swamp-
Root and containing many of the thousands upon thousands of testimonial let-
ters received from men and women who owe their good health, in fact, their
very lives, to the great cu'ratlve properties of Swamp-Root. In writing to Dr. Kil-
mer & Co., Binghamton, N. Y., be sure to say you read this generous offer in the
San Francisco Dalily Call.
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Bache Cunard, who inherited a large

SIR BACHE CUNARD GETS : .
ortune from his father, Sir Edward Cun-
JUDGMENT FOR ’1’657’709 ard. At that time Sir Bache Cunard com-

Suit Commenced Fifteen Years Agnjplainwi that Francklyn had converted

< | large sums to his own use. He therefore
in London Is Finally Settled brought suit to recover $3.000.000 and after
by Default.

a long ltigation Francklyn agreed rt

LONDON, Jan. 13.—Sir Bache Cunard, | Compromise the case for §1.250,000. This
gy L Rt : “| he failed to pay and the present suit,

president of l'ho Cunard line of st,aamnﬁrs‘ s e et Bmtid. wos betantd
recovered a judgment to-day in the Su-| g 950 000 with Interest.

preme Court for $1.657,709 against his first | s
cousin, Charles G. Francklyn. Franckiyn,| < 17 pLAKE Utan, 3.—The Oregen
fifteen years ago, was In charge of the | ghort Line Railroad Company has completad
property fn this country belonging to Sll‘l its plan for a pension system for its employes.

Jan,

A suit like
this made to
your measure

$13:50

We picture a two button square
cut sack suit which is one of the
six styles of clothes we are making
to order for $13.50.

This style of garment is quite
a favorite now. Walk along the
street and you will see a number of
them to one block.

Exclusive tailors are getting big
prices for these suits because they
are popular.

We will makeesyou one of the
suits from an all-wool tweed or
cheviot and the garment will be
correct as to style and fit and satis-
factory as to wear. The price will
be a saving of at least $5.00.

Samples of material can be had
for the asking—come in to-day.

Remember our guarantee—you
don’t have to take the clothes even

after they are made up if you are
displeased.

Suits satisfactorily made to order for out-
oi-town customers thr ugh our se/f-measuring

sy-fem— write for blank and samples.

SNWOoODs(®

7i8 Market Strect and _
Cor. Powell and Eddy Sts.




