
Literary Notes.Manual of Physics.

Prominent among, the Chief personages
of "Th^King's Agent," published by IX
Appleton & Co., are the Earl of Marl-
borough and Hugh Montgomery, a lad of
fire, also of a bumptiousness that -not
infrequently :got him into trouble. When
this lively lad first reached London he
quickly swordi 1 with Karl Brown-
ker, the conlidential agent of. William of
Orange, owing to a quarrel over the
wine, and later he crossed him in love.
The elder man wished' to win for his wife
a sweet girl, who could not'do'more for
his sake than call him a friend. But
Hugh Montgomery had the

'
right charm

to ;win from this? maid her heart . and
when Brownker discovered the truth he
elaborated a plct against Maryborough
and sought to srvln Isabel by making

The King's Agent.
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cutlon by r3rslans. Acrrjjs the mountains
by caravan" from Ispahan to Yezd. The;
city of the ancient ParjTees; Their sacred
fire smothered hy Persians. Cruel perse-
cution. From Yezd to Herman. Adveh-

«Jures on the road. Riding at the rate of
100 miles a day across the desert. ."Uore
brigands. Forts to protect travelers from
brigands. Missionaries. The ruined cities
near Herman. Shawls. :

Volume II.—In the desert. Catching up
a large caravan. A solitary fortress-vil-
lage in the desert. Attacked by natives.
Allmen fever-stricken. Terrible heat, 147
degrees and 14S degrees in the sun.. /At-,
temr/^of camel men to killmy servant.
The ways of camel men. The Afghan

frontier. Across. the desert to Sistan. A
battle between Slstanis and Afghans.
Strong British influence. A new trade
route to India. An ancient ruined city as
large as London. Interesting inscriptions.

The journey to the Beluchistan frontier.
Rostam's birthplace. Persia's greatest
hero. A weird abandoned town. A.salt
river. Russian intrigue. Criminal British
government. Infamous ¦ demarcation of
Perso-Beluch

'
frontier. Dangers, of'trav-

eling in Afghanistan-Beluchistan. Treat-
ies between British Government and Be-
luch chiefs. Beluch customs, manners,
traits, legends, superstititions, ways,.mu-
sic, dances, art, horsemanship, fi£hting

Useful Stories?* published by?JD. k Appleton
& Co., New. York? is "The Story of AJfe.
chemy," ty M. M;JPattison ;Muir,M. A^
fellow and prartector In l-chemlstry0of
Gonvllle and Caltis College, Cambridge.
Professor Mulr pr<>seii5i the idea of iife
book in a brief preface, in which he says:
"The story of alchemy

'
ind ti^f bejKin-

ninp« of chemistry is very interesting' in
itsei/. Itis also-^jt pregnant example of
the contrast bety een the scientific and
the emotional methods of regarding na-
ture, and it admirably illustrates the de-
ferences between well-grount"?;d, sugges-
tive hypotheses and baselesO specula-

tions." The book contains some interest-
ing pictures illustrating the s.ubjer", and
will be found an addition to the other
volumes of this excellent library. Price 33
cents."

"-
¦

evjr.begins with the «^;ttve Iljfeof George
Rogers Ciai-k. the, explorer's "elaer broth-
er, during thj^war^wkhjthe Indians pro-
voKed by Lord Dunn^ore In^l774 to dls-
trati the„attention or the:rebeliio^s cc'.-
onists of3f*Jrglha, follot»is him .'Wrougl* the
fifrhtingwith the British and their suvWfre
allies in the Revolutionary, war along t.«e
wt stern frontier, and does no^ end until
William Clark's death •!?""September. 183S,
after h<T'red been ,«t thb liead of Indian
r\ffairs ¦

ot* the nation for a full genera-
tion. This covers .the settlement of the
United States from the tidewaters of tK'j
Old Dominion to the extreme northwest;

ern corner of its boundaries, and enables
Mrs. Dye to bring into the r.-ope of her
work all the deeds of the nation for a
period extending over sixty-seen of '?«
most vitalyears. . v •'¦ •

' .!

•^onsrious ,moii»teirii
'

c^lmiy and tnethodic'lT
pursuing theiifcway. quioMy*attending to their
own bus1.neKs. procuring food ant- ~.tnif:"ing
their life; an<fe he®*, at handT eieailns
upon -Vtn like i<irau-s upon a helpless m;r-
chantir.sn, this little fiotiil?. of destroyer*.
Kach officer and harpooner v>-as -now In the
thro"s of expectation, tvery nerve tense, all
their ho;w.s> high that they would rpach the'r
prey before the pert?dical OeBcenl •:- of th«
whales took place, rn nlnA..casfg out of ten
'.his wou!«- not have been r<ie case, buN here
«k;)::i CaptRin Da Sllva's luck :'-red to be
in the ascendant, .for. as if :«he i>oats wer«
livingcreatures, full of eai;er Oe^>e to rpm!
to close quarters wrth th» enemy, they lelped
foivird with ever"-acce@ratins sj>eed. ud*iI
the foremost whale, a large bull of abo*;f. ¦A)-
cnty barrels (or, pay. sixty feet In i*njrth)
v.as only a. couple of lengths ah< Ad of the skip-
j-er'. boat. Ho. .-sely he grow S?J,® "Stand up,
Jotel" The harpooner' *{% crouchinr form
Flraiehtened itself and raikinK the harpoon in
V>oth hands, whilo steadying hln?wlf.by His left
thigh In the hollow * the rkimsy cleat, he
waited., a heroic figure, until, by a skilful
*»eep cf.the steering oar. the boot swun-jj
end on to the whale's broad side and struck
it. at.the came moment as the harpoonufew
from tho*e nervous hands and burled it;-«f in
the quivering blubber up to the hitches. Calm-
ly pitching the .-tray line out of the box over
the boat's side, the harpov jer turned to goffitt
with the face of a man knowing that his Jjty

ha# been well dare. Without taMn* th? ullght-
m notice of . he •wrlthinge of the tortured
loviathan -o near or the tremen1ou» commotion
in the water, he superintended the rolling up
o* the Fall. th<» unshipping of the nuisi and
the pasflns of it art. where It would be out
of the wcy of the operations.

In fot*9er times the arts developed un-
der the'hand by the cont&ct of tools and
material; but in' these latter days, as the
editor points out, it is far too customary
to design, as it is called, the shape of
some vessel; be it of silver, or glass, or
potter's clay, and then to coerce the mH^
terial into the pr*Sroncelve<J form. But
any onO^o has watched the process of
throwing a pot on the wj^etl, of blowing
glass, or of bpnti,«*c up jp.etal out of sheet,
will have notlcea howwlozens of vitally
beautiful forms 6ve2>rodiic'ed on the way
to Ihe ttnal dullnc,-^ predestined by the^
f'mwing. It is the s~f'^ought of this indi-
vidual development Vf ideas that .is up-
per-Tjast throughout the book, to stimu-
late the student's native powers and en-
courage his originality. The student K
even taught to make his own tools, to
beat his own miHal, to draw his own
wire, and, in short, to complete the en-
tire operation from beginning to end. ..

There it a broad purpose In the series
of handbooks on '.'The Artistic Crafts,"
which the Appletons are Issuing. It iif
the intention ttt provide trustworthy-

textbooks of workshop practice from the
point" of view of(experts, cwho have ao*

curately examined the methods current

in the sthops, who, are prepared to say of
what good workmanship consists and to
establish a^standard; of equalltycin the
crafts, more" especially with
design. Workmanship, where separated
by too wide a gulf from fresh thought—

thatrJs. from design— eventua)ly decays,

ami. 'on, the^flther-^hand, ornamentation
apart .from workmanship is, apt to be
urreaCand affected? Furthermore^ there
is.a^demand for such standard works
from those who put artistic craftsman-,
ahlp before people (&s furnishing reason-:
able occupation ft$ those would gain
a livelihood,^with a chance of reaching
a distinct measure of^uccess. oc, Q

•13ilverwork ancj) Jewelry," just pub-
lished as the second volume in.the series;
Is a practical-guide. to some-ofiihe morei
simple processes of the Jester's art. The
;author. has been iarefur.to avoid.^£the
fanlt ot vagueness common to most books
of this character. and afethe expense' of a
certain amount of repetition has de-
scribed the operations of each process
consecutively from beginning t«j end.
Tfte subject is treated riot from- the
standpoint of a trade, but from that or
an art.

"^ .. .-y^:^

Books on Craftsmanship.

The Story of Alchemy..
Tba latest addition to the "Library of

Nothing In American history has had a
more profound effect upon the future of
the country.than the expedition headed
by Merlwether Lewis and William Clark,

which left St. Louis in 1804, passed up tho
Missouri River, and over the mountains to
the headwaters of the Columbia, thence
to the Pacific Coast, returning overland
In 1806. This magnificent conception of
President Jefferson has been seized upon
by Mrs. Eva Emery Dye of Oregon as the
backbone of.a book of fiction, published
by A. C. McClurg & Co. under the title-

of "The Conquest." > The narrative, how-

The Conquest.

One of the stories of the March S.nart
Set Is "The Secret of Princess Paul." by
Florence Warden. Following tMi comes
"The Shadow of a Dream," by Justus
Mifes Forman, a story both strange and
'full of power.. Richard Le Galllennc con-
tributes "An Editor's Conscience";
"Amontillado," by John R.egnauit Elly-
sun, is a curious narrative, with an amaz-
ing denouement. G. B. Bursrin. In "The
Gay Lord Gayl«\" Is at his beat, sprightly,
-lascinating.. Other, stories of merit are
"The^ Illuminating hcuf." a clever
p'aychblogical ,"study, by Emery Pottle;
"The Honor of the »iegiment." a tragic
history of an. incident In German army
life,by Edward Breck; "The Other One."
a clever dialogue, by Walter E. Grogan;
'•The Third 'Elopement." by Prince Vlad-
imir Vaniatsky; ¦ and "An Hour of
Earth," b^ Thfodosla Garrison.

Rupert Hugb'esf ftas written for this
number an essay entitled "Musicians as
Lovers," wherein hfe sketches the story
of many lov.»s, an<J reaches some very
lnter^i'msr conclusions regarding the
*n*!sicit! temj>eranvent.

The most notable poems' are by Madison
Caviiin. Clinton Scollard. Willis Leonard
Clanahan. Willlaxli :Hamilton Hayne.
Victor Plarr.s .Xheodorfe' Roberts. Arthur
Ketchum. Clinton Dangerfleld. Ethel M.
KeUy and Elsa ,,Barker. And. too the
humor, both :m verse and jprose. la of the
cleverest. Amoi"; tfheoco.ntrUmtors to thisdepartment R. K>Munktttrlck. Ed-
ward *v*V Barnard. 2Ton» P. Morgan.
Georjre B!rdse,ye. Roy cFarrell Greene'
John Eliot, iFelix Carmen andr

'-»Aler
Ricketts. ., :.

An interesting account of Jefferson Da-
vis' two years' experience as a prisoner
at Fortress Monroe and the loyal service
rendered him in hla distress by hla de-
voted wife is given in"CivilWar Stories."
Boon to appear (The Whiiaker & Ray
Company. 8an Francisco, publishers). It
begins with • his capture at Irwinsville,
Gil, and ends with his parole In May.
1S67. One of the interesting features of
this chapter is a letter written by Charles
A. Dana, then Assistant Secretary of
War,' to Secretary Stanton, describing the
transfer of Mr. Davis from the vessel
which brought him to Fortress Monroe
to the cell which was to be his home for
bo many weary months. Then follow
several letters written by Mrs. Davis to
President Johnson, oj the most pitiful
character, on behalf of her husband—re-
cently so powerful, now so helpless. For
several months General Nelson A. Miles,
now lieutenant general, had charge of th«s
prison, and the extreraest measures were
taken by him upon orders from Stanton
to safely guard the late President of the
Confederacy, and when, after agonizing
appeals had been made by her, Mrs. Da-
vls^was finally permitted .to see her hus-
band she solemnly pledged herself no$
to convey to him any weapon, by whicb
be could take his own life. It was then
6upposed that he had been Instrumental
jithe assassination of President Lincoln,
and his own execution had probably been
leterroined upon by the administration.

The publishers, Doubleday. Pa are &Co..
are advertising Justus Miles Forman's
new novel, "Journey's End," aa a boolc
wit': a "Lady-or-tfc© Tigerish" problem
The question is t) put to the reader--
¦who might suppose himself to b* lurky
enough to have unexpectedly come into
an English Dukedom, and to have sud-
denly become famous as the author of a
successful play In America

—
which

:
h«

would choose: the "Honorable MollySea-
well," associated with his English life
and traditions, or "Miss Evelyn Berke-
ley," the fascinating young actress, who
has made his play a success; knowing, of
course, that either would have him for
the asking. Piquancy is added by the
rumor that the story Is a .more or l«sa
accurate picture of a very *uccessful
young American actress.

'
\-
'

t)y D. Appleton & Co.. New York. Prtc*
SI 25 *-•

The aulhoi paints a strong picture of'
life or. the two. whalers, one ;under!' the
command of Da Suva and the bth-t*r un-
dtr Captain Hampden. Da Si.lya' is:a
fiend Incarnate and his ship :is\;.run.o»'
those lines, but Hampden, on whpi*e:;'shin
Reuben In one of the crew. Is;a -kiiiVlVy*
man, though rough Thus having/a-pic-
ture of life on two different ships.,bef.or«
him, the reader is enabled to str}ke'a* very
fair average of the peculiarities. •ioy«y ;?n<J c

horrors of this branch qf,sea. servfrjj.'V¦¦.¦'
You learn more of how whaling/Js'.flqn.e'

*rd the mannir of handling the g?e;(|
leviathans .ifter they have been capttjred
In this novel than you would in any^tf^r;;-.
book printed on the subject, and most/ in';
t«rresting rt-ading it Is, too." . '':,•¦•'.'•>*•!'

Hero is a selection that will perye/tc"
give an idea at Mr.-BuIIen's style and.Wli]-'
ulso be of interest as a graphic pict-uVe'
of the excitement attending tne dangercSt
pursuit of whale hunting; "";"*-.'
It was one of the characteristics nf- ha>

Silva'a career th*t he always seemed to hav<:extraordinary luck. - This voyage was no ei-.'
c <¦!¦;.-m. for no sooner rac the vessel »hir^h»jj«,'
the whaling sear rigged and all fishing prt:-a-"
rations made than he. taking the irasihtad
trip cne morning, lighted a grand echoo' Oisperm whalrt. Instantly hie voice ran*
throughout the t-hip. calling all hands to ac
tlon. «r.<J even thewe unhappy men. who hao
had the hardest exj*-rtence of hi*cruelty, could
not withhold a tribute of admiration tor hit
wonderful powers of command, presence of
mind and <-xact knowledge of how to do th«
rit'ht thin* at the right moment.

That scratch crew of mastrela, broken-eplrit-
ed as they were, seemed to catch a spark of
hi* er.thuBlatm and exerted themselves In ex-
traordinary ways In order to gain hip approval.

Prifctila, utterly neglect .d amid this hurly-
fouriy, *at;jer«h«d en the tafTrall, looking with'
wlde-fy«J wonderment upon the busy scene. A
thrill of horror seired her as she eaw her hus-band, standing erect In the clcrn of the first
lioat lowered, urging hi* crew, with an un-
broken ftr«-a:n cf jirofenity, tq the lil&heit ef-
fort* of which thry were capable. She could
eee the whiles, but *he hardly knew what wasafoot. All that was real to her was that the
»fclp ««f deserted by almost all hknds. ln-
cludirjt tlie commander, only three or four be-
ing left to handle the saiU So there she sat
solitary, alarmed, full of fears for her hus-
band* Mfetjr, fcr th» result of this tremen-
dous maneuver, the cl'Jert of which the only
tilmlyu:uierstc*»d. Tl.t- cries from the two men
»t the muthmd to those on deck she •under-
stood net lit all. nor •::iFhe 'i:re to a^k the
helroFnan lor any information for fear that her
lnni»o«Tt Inquiry might reach iher hushant''«
earx later »nd be flercfly resented by him. But
be had obtained such a hold over her that even
now Khe did nr* blame h!m. Bhe only fe!t
corry that he ehouid net have had time (as rhe
I>ut it to herM»U) to acquaint her with the
reason for hi*hurried derarture.

Meaiiwhiie the five boats, their cr*-ws.strain
-

Ing at th« rare to the utmost limit of th»ir
rtrrnpt'i. f|iM «w«y nt richt englcF to the di-
rection in which the whales lay. Tbe captain
kept the load, not that tne men in the cthor
beet* were net Anlr\f their beft. but that he
hiid a ricked crev.- and thit evcrj- man «< them
ku \.<)• » -i

•- ae if In iniroin<.jit bodily roar of
some terrible punishment unlt-ss. he exerted all
hi» niUFCular power. The oir* rose and fell
»-llh the repulsiity of ft'jra pistons, the water
foamed r*Pt the t>oal?. tut no other sound wai<

beard Ka* the l»brr«-<1 pantlnx of the Kien and
low. h'.fslr.c: eserrstirns of the .-attain. , It is
popularly fuposeo that when rcwlng 'boat*
•fter v-liales thcr» ir a m«at deal of shtuted
rr.erturffirivni. either kindly or the s reverre.
that U»c n.t-u themselves arc apt to break lnt.i
•cag, a> It. lleale • permit* kim&rif

The s«tory begins with the marriage ;.ol
PrlncJlIa to Captain Da Silva/a whaHnf'
cnpta.in of unsavory reputation. Priscllli
has thrown over her childhood ¦..friend,

Iteubrn Eddy, and so h*>, broken-heartei!,

leaves his home and signs for a tout
years' cruise on a whaler. Thus itis -that
the author foon has his hero and heroine
embarked on the high seas; and although
It is rather a serious handicap :to /Start
a book with the heroine married to an-
other man, still our confidence in Mr. Bul-:-
len reassures us that all willJer.d well
after he has had time to straighten vout
the complications which he thrusts, .into
the lives of his onjiraeter?.. ¦''•'-¦;':¦'.-;'. '¦.'¦'¦'

, p aw t. BULLEN writes stories
F / of the eea that have not only the
r-{ right ring of dramatic ln-
I terest but are filled with
X Bood, sound and healthful

berutments. At a recent dinner of
the London Authors' Club he made the
Interesting statement that he wrote his
hrst book under the stress of necessity,

«ith no idea x>t ever writing a second.
He was earning $10 a week when he be-

tan "The Cruise of the Cachalot." for
which he received $500 in a lump. He had
rever seen so much money at once be-
fore, so he concluded to stick to author-
chip.

His f.rst complete novel Is just from the
pre*s of D. Applelon & Co., New York,

and is called "A Whaleman's Wife.''
Some (f the illustrations are shown dd

this page.
Mr. Bu!l«>n is a strong Christian and his

fitorte* have a -decidedly religious flavor,
but In no wise too much to Interfere with
the narrative. The present novel pos-
pc*ses a .louble interest. Aside from Ijtl
worth ajLa story it is of value as an au-
thentic ftcount of life aboard a whaler^

to «ay, "The men eang the time-
henored v.hal.r.g chant oi 'Away, my

boy*, away, my boys. It's time for us to
Bo.'

"
but when it is remembered how very

Blight a sound, even at the diitance of miles,
will suffice to alarm the valuable. Quarry. It
willat once be seen that experienced whale
hunters would not be likely to do such a foolish
thing as to meke unnecessary noises, even sup-
posing .that they had breath to spare for
doing so. i

At last, when the rowers felt as it their
arms would drop eff at the shoulders, the cap-

tain's deep voice was heard saylnff. "Peak
cars. «>t«"p mast, up sprit." These actions were
Immediately copied by each of the pther boats,
and In three minutes from the time they liad
ceased rowing the five boats under th» steadv
rtrefs of their big Bails were bounding over
the bright sea before the wind down <<n to the
whales The propulsion with the oars had only
been resorted to for the purpose of obtaining
a good weather gauge. That once reached, and
the sails net the boats' heads were turned at
rl^ht anirles to the course they had been pur-
suing, so that they might now, with the wind
almost- astern, run down upon the whales at

hiRh »p»ed and with the least possible amount
of splash.
It was a splendid sight, that group or un-

'. Across Coveted Lands.
A. H; Savage Landor's book, ¦"Across

Coveted Lands." has just been published
by Charles Soribner's Sons, New York.
An abstract ot its contents would be too
long for this codlumn. but some notion of

the kind of book it is may be had from
the followingselection of a few from the
very many head lines: . '

*"Y
I.—English mistaken Ideas of

the Russians. Journey from Resht to Te-
heran. A gallop of ISO miles, changing 128

horses. The Shah. His palace His ha-
rem. A special audience. Customs and
manners of Tersians described in full.
The Journey from Tejieran to Ispahan.

Hundreds of miles of underground aque-
ducts. Attacked ,by brigands. Brigands

and their ways. Blood feuds. A descrip-

tion of Ispahan, its palaces and Its pict-
ures; Tfce Jews of Ispahan.: Their pe-w-

cipleH or- which the pupil is not familiar
from observation and deduction. At least
half the experiments are adapted to be
performed by the class and recorded Ina
notebook. '

Overcertiflcation is, in fatct. a tempo-
rary loan. There are' a number of Wall
street banks— not all—that do a regular
business of certifying brokers' checks,
but the larger proportion of thl* business
is done by trust companies. •

Th'-a broker
enters into a definite arrangement with
a bank whereby he agrees to Iteep a daily
cash balance of, say $50,000, and in.re-
turn the bank agrees to certify his checks
up to,, say $1,000,000. This, on its face,
seems startling, especially as the national
banking law prohibits, national banks
from certifying checks for. which there
is not money, of an equal amount on
deposit. The law, however, is practically
a dead letter. Moreover, the practice of
overcertiflcation as conducted for the con-
venience of stock brokers is' by no means
as dangerous as it seems.

While the immediate* cause of the
Seventh National Bank failure in1901 was
overcertiflcation,, the real causes were
deeper seated, and as a matter of fact
there has been no other serious trouble
caused by certifications for brokers in
twenty years^ The- violation of the law
is in;most cases ;more

-
technical than

actual, for a broker is obliged to make
deposits at the bank as quickly as he
receives checks for 'payment of certificates
delivered,' without waiting until nearly 3
o'clock and then making one deposit fop
the day. Deposits and certifications are
therefore going on simultaneously.

The national banks are gradually with-
drawing from this business, and the State
banks and trust companies are taking
their place. They are, however, adopt-
ing another system which has the merit
of simplicity and freedom from illegality.
They are making morning loans to,bro-
kers of an amount that will cover their
probable certification .for the dav, based
on the "single named paper" of the bro-
ker, that Is to say, hjs individual, unin-
dorsed note, and thebroKer has

'
to hl3

credit a deposit at the bank sufficient for
the day's business, while over*
certification is avoided. ¦ •,

Overcertiflcation forms an immediate
connection between the bank and the
stock broker. A broker,- for 'instance, hasbought stock for which, on delivery, he
must pay But before he can get
any loans from the banks on this stock
he must have the stock in his possession
so as to be able to use it as collateral
for. tlie loans. ,Before he can get posses-
sion of it he must pay for it His bal-
ance in the bank may not be more than
$50,000. What is he to do?. Right here
enters the new alliance between the banks
and the brokers. It goes by the .name of
certification. The broker draws a check
for $810,000 in payment for the stock. The
check is sent to the bank, where the
broker keeps his account, for certifica-
tion. The cashier or paying teller in-
dorses the.check" across its face, thus
certifying that not only the signature Is
correct, but that the oanft will pay the
amount of the check unin presentation
and identification, or when it conies to
it through the operatloos 'of the clear-
ing-house. But the broker has u balance
.of only $50,000, yet here i? the bank cer-
tifying to his check for $810,000. and this
is what is called "overcertirication," an-
other feature of the great system of
credits on which the transHOliuns of Wall
street stand.

Every now and then, especially at the
time of some bank failure In Wall street,
a great deal is heard about the "over-
certillcatlon" of checks, a term which to
the average reader is whollyunintel.iglb.e.
It has remained for Sereno S. Prattj in
his new book, "The Work of Wall Street,"
"just issued in Appletons' Business Series,
to furnish a clear and concise statement
of what this means.

The Work of Wall Street.

9.ua-llti.es, •clothes, weapd'ns,
'
black tent's,

and 'm.ud huts.- Cave dwellers..' All the.'
plahts of the -'desert. A wefrd mountain.'-
Sand hills and movement, 'ot'sand careful-
ly-studied and illustrated. The great fu-
ture commercial center of Nushki. Ar-
rival in Quetta' after 600 miles of desert
from Sistan. The politicalaspect and the
commercial future of Persia, Beluchistan
and Afghanistan. British aW Russian
struggle, to get supremacy in Persia. How
to educate. men to do good work in East-
ern countries. The Indian political ser-
vice. By rail across India to Calcutta.

¦ Elliott Flower, whose story, >Ned" Bar-
rett's Wife," appears in the February
LJppincott's," served a lone apprenticeship
as a newspaper reporter, and not lnfre-'
quently he uses his personal recollections
of that time as foundations for his lic-|
tion. But the story of the only time he
ever wrote up a prizefight is so harrow-
ing that he never has had the heart .to
put one of his heroes through such an.
adventure. •

:};;w-jVV:.;V/^-:¦¦-
"I.-never was much of a sporting

editor," Is the way Mr. Flower tells it.
"One day the city editor told me to go to
a prizelight. He didn't know just where
it was going to be, but of course Icould
find that out. Well, Idid. That was at
3 o'clock in the afternoon, and at 4
Iwas in touch with some of the
sports and had learned that a special
train 'was to leave at ¦ 6 to carry
the party over the State line into Indiana.
Iwent with it, naturally. We went to a
town where it was customary to 'pulloff*
minor Chicago fights, but there had been
a change of administration or something
and we were warned away, after stand-
ing in a drizzling rain for an hour whl.<_

the managers dickered with the officials.
We moved on about ten miles to a siding,
which was said to be near a barn which
could be used. We plodded through the
rain and the mud for a mile and a half
to the barn and had just arranged pre-
liminaries when a farmer and his two
sons appeared on the scene with pitch-
forks. There was «a parley, after which
we plodded back to the train. Then we
tried another, town, and . here we had
better luck, although we had to stand
out in the wet for an hour or so while
the proprietor of a pavilion was being
routed out. of bed. . However, he proved
tractable, and the'-' necessary j arrange-
ments were made.

"Wet, tired and sleepy, Iwatched that
fight-^a very protracted one

—
for over an

hour.' It was daylight then, so Iwent
out to get something- to warm me up.
When Icame back Isaw men climbing
through the windows and there were
various fights going on at the other
exits. Iasked what the trouble was.
'Raid ,by deputy sheriffs,* a /native In-
formed me. '.] .
"1hadn't lost any deputy sheriffs, and
Isaw no. reason why I,should try to find
any. My appearance, after my night out,
was very much against me, too. So I
kept in the. background while getting the
rest of the story, and then got back, to
Chicago on a freight train, it being toy
late to telegraph anything to a morning
paper. 1 reached the Tribune office Just
twenty-four hours after Ihad left.
"'I was there,' Isaid tersely, as I

stood beside the^ city editor's desk. He
surveyed me from head to foot, and
then, returned, with one of his dry
chuckles, *Yqu look it.'"

'But Igot the story, Iurged.
"'Aparagraph will do for us now/ he

said. 'The afternoon papers willhave It
first.' . . ¦ -. . -. :';'• -•'

"And that was adding insult to Injury."

Flower's Newspaper' Apprenticeship.-

MarlborousJi!s j .safety (he was .'Isabel's
guardian) the .price of-her consent. There
are. several .dramatic scene*/ "of- .unusual ¦¦

poirit and'. vigor Jh
'
the .:Btory arid in'' all-

cases' the* characterization is .su'cceskful;^'

• While- jthe .crc'w"-. a? -Wife boat- were thus eri-'
ra-ged ihe .-captaih. .'with tliat' skill for wh'clr.
he -was just.y famous- had,,, by "means, of the'
big-.steering oar. manipulated the .boat *6 that
rt»e- lay/at .a- gafa 'distance from the whale.
The !;ar'(l!>"i!rej>scd n:onster, in orthodox fash-
ion. flndi.nB that he could not free 'himself from
thj;- fcnllinfc- jweaiton.' -descended steadily. tak>
\\.g xSux. li'ne '"at -ai- gentle rate., while the cap-
tain .fhariced ends With the harpooner. un-
sh'eathe'd- h'.s favorfle lance, and awaited the
return "of t.fic' whale to the surface. While «o
<l'.''i''K.. Ins' »¦ unuuiincc, wat h r-tuuy !n lerucliy.
.T*he Immediate, .prospect pf, bloodshed seem«d
'to. arouse in*him all'the animal, and. as he
glared. fiercely ".ar'o'und ui>cn his crew they

hbcdly. .dar'td ine.et his eye. so terrible did he
.•look.' .'B'ut he. .was compelled to forego his
delightful occupation, fo'r a while and remain
as' quiet aA-'\t .-was .possible for him to do,

while the whale w«snt 'steadily down, down,
down. Mean'whlle. by a.piece of amazing gool
fortune each 'of the. other boats had succ.e.i-
ed- in getting faef to a. whale without any ac-
cident' afrJ -nojv they wer-e all engaged in the
same mannor as the captain's boat... watting,

•with -such 'ratlence as the. officers could corn-
'.inaud.: for"-iiu- rihin«..to :'ths .-unace cit ih-.'ir

respective .whales' The remafndcr of the school,^
h'sving apparently lost all control of them- :

solve* wuhdered aimlessly around the 1 ttle
comp.-i.ny6f boats iMng'slowlybackward an<*.

#

forward 'thrusting their greart heads out of th*
vya'-rer -.without ajparejitly the -slightest Mea of.

'what to .do. or where' to go. nr.d arousing in

ihe minds cf the- efflteis. especially In that
•of- tlie captain: 'the fl-rcest rei-ntmtnt at their
jna-ninty'to-take more advantage of so spen-

¦i'id.an opportunity as was now offered. Alter

a -wait of -nearly half an hour art the har-
,foon<Hl whales came to tfie rurface at nsarly
the .same moment and immediately the scene

'¦iindirw'ctft a change as complete as ifis pos-
V'h\' id-Imag-ine. The wounded monsters, rush-
•*lnrfrantically in A'very"direction In their vain

efforts' fij -escape th'e fl&rce guttural yells ot
¦tlie-offleers an- they- Plied their slender, gleam-
¦ing lances' ubi«n those vast bodies, the well.ng

fountains of blood' that befouled the bright
¦ ?<•*.sii'rMce all -went to make up a picture

of aavaKt-ry' 1which' could hardly be equaled by

tl'at'iire.*ented in any land battle. Sj success-
ful was "the conduct of this first encounter

•that hardly •"two hours had elapsed since the

'boats, first left the ship when the whole nve
whales-- were- dead, the boats cleared up. and
all was 'tnTeadlnees for the prey to be taken
alongside' ¦ the 'ehlp. She, being and
snrartly- fcandlcd by the three or four people
left-'on boirrd. and having got well to wind-
•ward-o'f the area of battle., now ran. down to

-.where' the captains boat lay by the Bide of
.his? dead, whale. Having made the line fast to

a- hole in the Whale' a fluke, ho ordered his boat

'trf run alongside the ship, and climbing smartly

on board he superintended the hauling of the
whale alongstd?. Now. ,the plilp bting nam-
peied by that gigantic body, made fast to her,

it becanvs necessary for the crewg of the other
boats to tow tholr whales as best they couH
in the direction of the vessel. Fearfully long

and tedious was. the process, and the lm-

patience of the captain rose <o a-height of al-
most maniacal fury; although he knew full
well that even' man was doing Ma utmost -to
perform the tremendou 3.task -allotted to him.

Without ft bn.ak th*y toiled' until the sun was
nearly setting, nor was one moment ¦respUe

nlloned them untfl tbe Whole of the day *
catch was secured alongside and asterm or
the ship. ;.. . ;' . .

THE SUNDAY CALL.

The American Book Company, . New
York, has just published 'a ".Laboratory
Manual of Physics," .by Henry C. Ches-
ton, Philip R. Dean and Charles E. Tim-
merman of the "ew York City high
schools. The .' seventy-three experiments
In this, little manual include all those de-
sired by the College Entrance Board, by
Harvard University and by the^New'York
State Regents. The course is sufficient
lor one year and affords a-broad basis
for class teaching. It contains but'lit-
tle theory with the fundamental prln-

"The Journal of Arthur Stirling:" de-
scribes the trials and tribulation^ of a
man of education and culture who had
high literary aspirations, his wanderings
amonx publishers and magazine editors,
the iuipressions he gained by the way
and his death by suicide. Of this tragedy
the New York Times and the Igew York
V'prld In June of 1902 gave full reports,
with a letter addressed by Stirling to ono
of-his friends Just before he drowned siim-
self In the North River. ItIs published
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