
'Anydog almost can be taught to follow
a man's trail, but a good bloodhound will
follow,a;trail ¦ with ease which any' or-
dinary hunting dog. would be at a loss lo
discover I .

put a good dog out: nor willcayenne pep-
per. Water Is the only thing that stop*
them," says Belt. "Even when a man
has taken to water the scent may lie for
hours In the air, it may cling to; 'he
bushes about the river bank, and an In-
telligent bloodhound will call upon Intel-
lect to supplement instinct.

-
Belt considers the Cuban bloodhound by

far the most serviceable animal for hot
and dry weather. Where the alkali Is
two or three inches thick and where the/
hot .sun lashes the -quivering earth, hlii
Cuban bloodhounds will follow a trail
that would be impossible to any other,
variety. Belt once followed a cattle thief,

across the Colorado desert when the trull
was sixty, hours old at the start. He
caught his man. English bloodhounds the
old negro regards as the most useful dog*

for a cold country. A young dog should
be run upon nothing but a man trail.
Otherwise .Its nose will be- "broken."- If
the hound %Is put upon

'
the trail In tha-

woods at random It will.become frantic
In pursuit of prey and will abandon ltd
quarry for each fresher scent. .

At six or seven months old a good
bloodhound will,often ? prove his jmettle;
with proper training "blood will:always
tell." The Individual element in each dog
must always be reckoned with. A care-
ful trainer of bloodhounds will keep
them perfectly under his control. Belt
never whips his dogs. "Iwin their con-
fidence." he says, "and a.sharp word will
be :more of a reproof '- than were Ito-
knock them in the head." • .

Belt proved a marvel In the detective
world. When the moonshiners of Virginia

and Tennessee baffled the revenue of-
ficers shortly after the close of the Civil
War the man and his dogs were tils-
patched personally by Allan Pinkerton to

the South to wortc up evidence. He wouid
dress in genuine plantation style, mingle
with the darkies and work with them in
the field. He aroused no suspicion and
was enabled to secure Information which
would have been denied a more prelen •
tlous man. Once upon the trail of an of-
fender of the law. Belt and his blood-
hounds poon brought the unfortunate bt>
fore the bar of Justice.

Belt tays be has owned over 1000 blood
-

"Flnette." who, although the trail was

over forty-eight hours old, and despite the
fact that the w*ath«r wa« hot and dry,

easily picked lfc out from tho multitudi-

nous ecenta of the nouroht.ru and found

the body seven milca away In le«« than an

hour.
"You can fool *n» ¦onaotlraes, but you

p*v«r can fool thono hounds," and Bull
tell* how, on one occasion, the doga ro-
fuaed to leave a barn from which an ex-

hibition run was to be made. Sure
enough the runner was found concealed
In a hayloft. He had never left the barn.

John Belt, the sleuth, haa trained hta
hounds as no one else could have trained

ously over the esrth, but touches the
ground at intervals widening as profi-
ciency Increases from six, ten, twenty to
fifty and a hundred feet. The young

bloodhound has gradually become u&e<l

to take the trail of the man who drags

the sack. Finally the sack of liver only

touches the earth at the start aM then
it is abandoned altogether.

"At what age do you begin to train the
puppies?'/ Mr Belt was asked.

"At what age? Sho/ Why. them
babies, there," pointing to a pair of two-
rocnths-old puppies. "They'll take the
trail of those ducks and ; follow 'em
through the willows to the pond. -

rated, or resoiute character and tireless
physique. Belt was pre-eminently suc-
cessful in his calling and soon attracted
the attention of lea-Jing detective agen-

cies. InibiS he crossed the Canadian- me
and began detective work in the United
States, and in 1*C3 he commenced the
study of raising bloodhounds to run down
thieves, murderers and border rufflari*.
So skillful did he become Ii.educating his
dogs In this partlcu.ar branch that Allan
Pinkerton, the world-wide detective, was
attracted by Belt's abilities. He sought
the colored man's services and found him
t-» be one of the most active workers on

$50,000 from Wells-Fargo. Brady is now
in prison at Sacramento.

Perhaps the most striking instance qf

the wonderful trailing power of Belt's
dogs Is found In the case of a laundry

man who fell over a cliff in the moun-
tains some time ago. Erlckson was em-
ployed by the Troy laundry of Lob An-
geles. He became insane while on a Sun-
day picnic In the mountains back of Pas-

adena. Belt vai ¦ummoned'Tuesday aft-

ernoon and in two hours had Buceeeded In
finding the body of tho man beneath a
cliff over which be ha4 •tumbled. Tho
"cleverest work wm done by a Mven-

months-old Kn*il«h bloodhound pup,

the smell of the liver, but finding no food
ht naturally follows the odorous trail to

the end of the forty feet, where he Is
rewarded with a tidbit. This constitutes
the first lessen. The next time the sack
|3 dragged twice the distance and finally

to several hundred feet, when the sack la
rulled about corners and hidden so that
the little detective must solve the puzzle

with his nose. This constitutes the first
step. The lessons are given twice a week

and usually at the beginning of the third
or fourth week the puppy is ready to
leave the kindergarten -and go into the
pilmary grades. At this stage of the
training the sack is not dragged contlnu-

TRAILED
by r bloodhound! 1

Ah. Instinctively you start, vour I

mind carried back to the terrible :

slavery days when bloodhounds «
were used Jo drag back into the

fparful toils *the unhappy colored
refugees.

Not a little wonder that the man who

led his tierce hounds into the canebrake

should be regarded as more inhuman than
the brutes themselves.

And yet John Belt of Los Angeles, who

owns the most perfectly trained pack of

bloodhounds in the United States to-day,

is a ptaceable, law-abiding old negro of
73 years ot age. who only puts his un-
errirg dogs ujK»n the sceut of offender*

of the law and thjse who are lost a.nd

couid not otherwise be found.

John Belt has nintty bloodhourids.
He began his career as a thief catcher

Inm". when ly yeans of age.

It has been his tire's business to raise,

train and sell thoroughbred dogs, and to

aid the iaw In tracking criminals.'
He has accumulated a snug little

fortune In his unique profession.

He has a knowledge and 'control of his

bloodhounds that is simply marvelous
and ht trains his great beasts to the very

acme of physical perfection.

Strange, isn't it. that John Belt of un

mixed African extraction should bring to

Justice that vtry class of men who, be-

fore the war, would have hounued nlin

to death.
Beit possesses probably the finest pack

of genuine Cuban bloodhounds in the
country. His dogs are known far and

wide for their wonderf jI intelligence and

exiremeiy keen ecent when, on the tra^
of some fugitive from justice. Every dog

has been trained by Belt hlmse.f. To

*ach he is a master and a kind master.

In addition to his Cuban bloodhounds
Belt owns some of the best strains of
English blocdhounds.

John Belt lives in the Los Angeles Riv-

er bottom, at the extremity of Avenue -L

In person he is unusually thick set and
powerful. Large ayuiiine leatures and a
rather morose appearance unite with his
taciturnity in producing at first a some-
what unfavorable impress ion. He is de-

termined, invulnerable, steadfast. He is

one whom you would pick put In war
time as the chief of a guerrilla band, as
a leader of lawless recoactntrados. But

at heart the old man is kindly and as
fcimple as a child. When once you have

*on his confidence -ie will tell you his
story. When you have - ;nvinced him
that you are not after hts money the !s

not after yours), he will prove an Inter-
esting companion.

Belt was born In Quebec. Canada, in
VA. At the early age of 13 years ho began
hi* car*t?r as a thief catcher. Of wonder-
fully ktea intellect, nhrewd and well edu-

them. The most Intractable brute . be-
comes docile to his management. Train
robbers, murderers, border ruffians, des-.
ntradres and criminals escaped from jail'
do well to fear this remarkable old ne-
gro.

The 'bloodhounds have won a great
string of blue ribbons at San Francisco,

Oakland, Los Angelea and Eastern dug
shows.
In training the young bloodhounds John

Belt takes advantage of the puppy's al-
most insatiable appetite to' arouse the

first recognition of the trailing Instinct,

A gunnysack filled withliver and smeared
with blood is heavily stamped upon the
eorth and then dragged a distance of,
say. forty feet. The puppy Is embused
with the supremest canine anticipation at

hounds during his long career. Some of

these dogs he has sold at apparently
fabulous prices. Only last year he sold
eighteen thoroughbred Cuban bloodhounds
to the owner of a gteat plantation :n

South America.
"No. money wouldn't buy her," says the

old negro, pointing to Beauty, a superb

English bloodhound, at his side. Beauty

sleeps with Belt In his humble cabin near
the- kennels. ItIs Beauty who for three
days trailed Dunham, the famous Cali-

fornia murderer, slayer of a family of

five, only losing the trail when at last

the recreant had taken to water across
the Mexican line.

All hi3 life this strange old colored man
has lived with bloodhounds and now he

finds In them more Intelligence than in
many members of the human race. The
best dogs in the Pinkerton detective force

were purchased and selected by Belt. On
one occasion the flder Pinkerton sent Belt
to Cuba, where tie secured some of the
finest bloodhounds on the island. Upon

the death of the eldtr Pinkerton. who al-
ways rtferred.to Beit as his "black son."
the remarkable old negro severed his con-
nection with that detective ayeucy. But

there was left to him the pick of the
Pinktrton hounds and it is these and
their progeny that he now possesses. The
old trailer now belongs to an accredited
Illinois detective agtncy.

Teaching the young bloodhounds to fol-
low a man's track is an art thiit requires

a deal of patience and a thorough sympa-

thy with the individual element in each
dog. Belt btgins to train his hounds at
three months of age. At three weeks oid
he has weaned the pup from its mother.
"No milk-raised dogs for me." says the
old man. A bloodhound must be kept
only to the human trail. Some of Belts

bloodhounds are very powerful and sav-
age and would rend a man to pieces in a
moment ifnot restrained by their owner a
whistle. English bloodhounds are more
delicate than the Cuban variety. Inorder
to bring forth a larger and more terrible
bieed the dogs are crossed with the Rus-

sian boarhound. The cross thus produced

is ferocious and will not hesitate to rush

in and pull to earth the human quarry.-
Belt has accomplished signal results

with his dogs.
He ran down Comstock and Johnson,

who were intpllcated in the recent Roscoe

train robbery, in which a Southern Pa-

citlc train was ditched and robbed be-
tween Lcs Angeles and Fernando. John-

son got a life sentence. When Comstock

threatened to kill Belt for his share in
the affair, the old negTO warned him to
go. "If you don't leavfe I'll let the dogs

at you."

Comstock left.

He ran down Brady, the man who »tol«

"Want to see 'emt"
And sure enough the puppies, looking

absurdly aged from their thoroughbred

wrinkles and "earage." "take the duck
trail"accurately.

After the bloodhound puppy has become
ordinarily capable in man tracking .and

has worked with the older dogs In the

pack, he is put on a fresh track a mile

or so long, where the trailed man has run

briskly and so has perspi ~»d and thrown
off a strong scent. At the end of this

trail a horse has been tied which the os-

tensible fugitive mounts and rides away.

The dog. finding no outlet for the trail,

and discovering n6 new scent, learns to

pursue the man oa horseback. The man

will then dismount, tie the horse and run
along again. In this way the bloodhound
rtcognizes that the man is to be sought

under all circumstances. A bloodhound
is only broken to city won: wheu he haa
proved himself indefatigable upon tn«
trail desired, however cold and however
puzzling It*intricacies.

"flDllUng Wood upon th« track will not
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