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Reports from the public schools of this city indicate
that the greatest enthusiasm has marked ]the- preparation
ofjthe display that

'
willbe at St. ¦ Louis." This cer-

tainly is a matter for the deepest -congratulation.' Public
school ,education is the best and most thoroughly repre-
sentative, reflector of a' community's; ideals incivilization.

TownsemVs California place fruits and
candles. 50c a pound. In artistic flre>
etched boxes. A nice present for «iast»rn
friends. .715 Market st., above Call bldg •

¦ Many times and in -many ways the
devotion of ants to their commune
has been tested. The rule ia well-nigh

invariable of instant and absolute self-
abnegation,, and surrender of personal

ease and appetite, life and limb, to the
public welfare. The posting of senti-
nels at gateways is customary, and
they are apt to know first the ap-
proach of danger. With heads and
quivering antennae .protruded from
the :opening, these city]watchmen not

Humble Patriotism.

"I was spending a few days in
Strathavan. Scotland." said Robert B.
Mantell, the actor, recently. "Atthe
Inn where Iwas stopping lived an old
couple who were preparing to visit
the United States. Naturally enough,
they questioned me at some length

about the Urip, and the old gentle-

man was anxious to know if it was
very dangerous to cross the ocean. I
assured him that It was not at all
hazardous, although it was often very
rough. His sister listened intently,
and then remarked with a sigh of
contentment: 'Aweel, aweel. It's been
a gay dry summer and Ithink the
sea'Il no be very deep.'

"

rA Dry Sea.

LIFE INSURANCE-A. \ 9. x City..
Life Insurance has been traced back
to 169S. In that year In London therrs
was a hint at modern life insurance :^i

an organization, and this waa followed
by another two years later. The meth-
ods of these two passed away without
giving to their successors any clear ac-
count of their plans of operation. •

.-\

third society called the "Amicable So-
ciety for a Perpetual Assurance Office."
was founded in London in1706. Itwa3.
mutual; that is, each member, without
reference to age, paid a flxed admission
fee and a flxed annual payment per
share on from one to three. shares; it
the end of the year a portion of. the
fund wa3 divided among the heirs or
the members who had died, during that-
pfrlod. in proportion to the shares heid'
at the time of death. There grew-, ur-
with this the election of members, then
limitations as to age. occupation.. health
and other suggestionswhich were final-
ly developed brother* organizations on
scientific prlricTblea and the work ot
development along those lines .Is .still
going on.

THE St. Louis Exposition will afford, great oppor-

tunities "for rival industries, rival sections and new
inventions to place themselves in evidence before

the world and to determine by the wise verdict of disin-
terested mankind at large whether claims that have been
made in their behalf are justified by the facts. Jurors will
be appointed to consider the relative merits of applicants
for medals. Supposedly the jurors will give fair hearing,
will bring skilled and impartial observation to their tasks
and will decide in accordance with sound thinking in at
least a majority of the' instances. At the conclusion of
their labors they will award diplomas," ribbons, medals,
etc., to be used as lasting evidence by the fortunate win-
ners.

"
..

To this test the orange growers of Northern and Cen-
tral California may submit their citrus fruits and their
reputations as growers of such fruitage, confident that the
results willbe -satisfactory. In various parts of/Cali-
fornia preparations are in progress "to have oranges se-
lected and prepared for show, competitively, at St. Louis.
Where oranges grow to perfection the climate is mild,
and agreeable; the soil is fruitful and moisture is availa-
ble in sufficient quantities to endow the orange with the
finest flavor and the most presentable rind, together with
the largest percentage of juice. ; \ '/

Sunshine and abundant rain are, in their proper, pro-
portions, pleasing to mankind. They are efficacious in
making the orange crop certain in climes where 'citrus
fruits thrive at all. Given' therefore; the highest .type of
orange^ and it will,be' readily; conceded that it implies{a"

MEDAL TEST FOR ORANGES.

HYDROGEN GAS
—

A Subscriber.
City. Gas used for inflating balloons
Is hydrogen gas, which is- 14-.i3 tijiaea
lighter than air. Ifa balloon occupy"-.
Ing aa much space as 1.000 pounds of
air, but weighs Itself, covering:, -gon
and appendages, (500 pounds, it will
be impeled upward with a force of- 400.
pounds. Ordinary coal gas, sometimes
used to-innate balloons, is three times
lighter than air.

; Poultney Bigelow,' sharp of speech, clear of vision
and. sure of. analysis, says that observation is reason for
air assuran-ce that we have not a friend, sincerely con-
sidered, among the nations of Europe. If nations, as
well as men, are to be judged by the company they keep,
we are to be congratulated. "We may well afford to lose
friends whose friendship is a synonym for selfishness
and whose well-wishes inevitably spell trouble and en-
tangling alliances. V; •

WEBER ANDFIELDS—^Subscriber;
City. Weber and Fields,: the actDFs,
when in San Francisco about' fifteen
years ago, appeared in the.Bella Union
Theater,, the Wigwam and the Or-
pheum. .¦;

•
• . .

PENSION
—

An Admirer :of' Thfl
-Call, City. For information relative;
to a pension and back pay make ap-
plication to the officer In char 5* -o£.
the pension office in this city.'; .^xnS^S

MIRRORS
—

W. L.. K., Ci^r. Th<!»:
Call's index does not show that .-there.
was published an. article on "How to-
Make Transparent Mirrors."'. . ';.

•This exercise. Is- to be «ung in four-
four

#
tirrve. but ;Is .In groups of trip-

lets, "making twelve"notes to therneas.-
ure. The pupfl begins on middle C
and Sings the exercise in this form:
C.'B. C—D, C, »—E, D, E—F. E. F—
G. F. G—A. G.c A—B. A.B

—
C. (held

a whole beat). • Then, returning, C,
D. C

—
B. C. B

—
A. B. A—G, A. G—

F. G. F—E. F; E
—

D. E* P-^-C (held
a whole beat).. In this exercise, the first note of
each group is to be emphasized,, thus
making the accented notes, C, D, E,

"..,'¦. Vn order .to -give the prop-er. swing
• Yo. thj^rexer^Lie-^etfhe. pupil describe
..a, circle with, his hand and arfii at;

«"v.fry beat (not. every 'note.), .- thus
=inak;ing- four ctrcH?.s tp each measure.
¦He must ido thisiaccording tx>the rujes.

;; given in:the -fanner lesson. '.He must
;try- to :"th1nk •ahead* from beat 'to
•'beat; 'so .as to be prepared :- for' each
. note a? it comes:; Hernust also try to

think Just a* high- as :po«sibie' and' ,i?
,'\\& is abreto;.con.ceritrate; his -mind -he
.will.find it a grtathjelp'-to Invert t.h'e..exercjse /rn'eiitaily .as' he kings' it,- I
'hare .found this to be. of almost great-.. of advantage than- anything 'else lit
zu5quiring good tones and it is not at
all difficult, although it may Sound so
-UHtil' one.has tried It. The idea is
merely this

—
while singing G, A. "B. C,

I>. C..B..A, G, D,'G,"the pupil must try
to Ihink. D, C. B,A,G, A,B,C. D.•&,D,
which. the, pupiliwill find- (if he tries
it-on'- the piano) is '.exactly the same"
thing.•as'th^ exercise itself, only that

."one goes up while" the oth*r -go.es down
aod- vise' versa..' The idea willb.e read-.
•iljrunderstood. Ltis only another form
of welding.notes together, so that one.
tone, shall become as perfect as- an-. other

'

6rid; there .will*be no.idea, of
.distance; Here.'as ip all "else pertain-
ing: to- music, the mlnflhas'a wonder-- ful power to .smooth' the way over

,difficulties.: Rtrarrse a* it may seem,
l.he very thought of taking a high note
ji'-in itself enough- to tjgnteh the vocal_
chords concerned .unless some sort of

. mental preparation is resorted to. The.
note always seems much more unat-
tainable, than :it really .is, and the
ttioufflH:of the. leap' frightens us. '.If.
hpivevejv -the pupfi-. resorts to the
aforementioned; methods of placing
th«? note- in his m4nd before actually
taking i^ he", will at- once admit the
value of this 'self-imposed 1- ruse.'
•In the next- exercise, which is to be

still longer than the last t the "mental
inversion" will help nim still more.

•.it.: The G.and -D are.'half-notes/ so are
¦t'a.be-beia -for two -beats.-; The final 'G
Ts'to'be pungii* .a whole note. .- .... •

A hammock, a chair and a cosy corner.
An old young man and a.' young old

maid;
Whispers, lies, In the summer gloamins;

Feigned emotion, complaisant sbade.

His Heart believed she was fresh and
lovely,

And loved her dearly, and all of that;

While a boyish faith from some far off
corner

Enshrined and cherished
—

his Heart
did that.

But his Head, old, critical, versed in
wickedness.

Saw naught but a jaded, old coquette;
Brilliant, seltlah, vain, unscrupulous.

To whom Fidelity meant Forget.

So" his Heart kept calling his Head a
liar, -• i-"

"tVhlle his Head knew all that it saw
was true;

Yet the stubborn Heart refused to tire.
Till a whispered sentence made things

all new.

For the words dropped the veil from the
woman's ego,

Baring a glistening, crimson soul;
Grasping, repcllant. shameful, brazen.

And a glittering image of Self—its
goal.

So the boyish faith fled back to its cor-
ner;

'

The wise old Head wore a cheerful
smile;

And the Heart, philosopher made,
through mourning,

Thought it an episode well worth
while. g-Sargent.

Vincit Qui Se Vjncit.'-.MENTAL''IN'VERsioX OF
;¦ :^a>ie: ibvERCi^E.,.'. ;¦'.

ST. LOUIS—G. D.K.,Loii Gatoi, CaL'
The average moisture (annual) in St..
Louis. Mo., Is 41. S inches. The sverago'
temperature is 56Vi degrees.. • •

rAnszvers •
to Queries.

•The Mexican railroad h-as erected :a
monument w'ith suitable j'n'acription..
rnarking the poin.t where the- globe, is
crossed by the Tropjc of Cancer. The
monument is of wood, twelve feet "high,
and twenty-four feet long* ;On 'the' top

there are two arms pointing- out the
two zones. It is situated- on desert
ground a few miles south of. Cator«e.

Marking the. Spot.

Now, along with the Russian complaints that England
is in the rumor business, comes the indorsement in the
Russian official newspaper of this piece of French im-
pudence, and a rather brazen criticism of our right to
make a commercial treaty with China at all! Americans
would like to know when and how it became obligatory
upon their Government to ask the consent of Russia be-
fore making a treaty?.

The Czar has no suzerain rights in China. To secure
such rights was the object of the secret treaty which the
Czar tried to force China to accept under duress. Our
commercial treaty was the conclusion of the policy of the
open door in,China, for which Secretary Hay laid the
foundation three years ago in his identical note to the
European governments. His remarkable foresight es-
tablished our .commercial rights in China, and they are'
now securedby the treaty which excites ire in St. Peters-
burg.

. The Washington Government has in no particular
been unfriendly to Russia, but has gone to the verge of
international patience with that power in overlooking its
distinct aggressions and Punic faith. No matter what
may be the sympathies of our people, they intend that
their Government shall do no more than maintain its
rights, without military aggression! One need not seek'
far for the ,cause of Russian objection to our. Chinese
treaty. It unconsciously discloses the Russian purpose
to make conquest of China. Treaties run with the. terri-
tory and are not abrogated by change in its sovereignty.
IfChina be absorbed by Russia our open door treaty will
block her policy y of closing China to the rest of the
world, in order that she may gnaw the Celestial bone in
peace. \

COMPLAINTS are made in St. -Petersburg that
English reports and rumors are set going to em-
broil the United States with the Czar. To this

t:lass it is said belongs the statement that the American
man-of-war Yicksburg did not rescue floating Russian
marines at Chemulpo.

Americans are rather skeptical as, to the Russian com-
plaint. The position of our Government is.one thing, and
the sympathy of our people is quite another: No Rus-
sian can deny the exceeding patience of our Government
with Russia. When the Czar proposed the secret treaty
with China which foreclosed against the commercial
rignts of the rest of the world in Eastern *\sia, and the
sinister pact was exposed by our Minister to China, St.
Petersburg promptly denied that any such treaty had
been mooted and flatly accused our Minister of lying to
his Government. Subsequently the Chinese Foreign
Otfice disclosed the terms of the proposed treaty, which
were found to be exactly as 'our Minister had. stated
them.

Tlie United States could not accept such conduct on
the part of Russia as a challenge to war, and short of
that there was nothing to be done except show our posi-
tion by supporting our Minister. Subsequently we pub-
liclynegotiated and concluded a commercial treaty with
China. It was' ratified and ratifications were exchanged
between the Chinese Minister in Washington and Secre-
tary Hay, and of this our Minister at Peking was noti-
fied by cable. .. v

The French press, spiteful in manifesting sympathy
with Russia in order to block the diplomatic game of
Germany, immediately denounced this treaty and-insult-
ingly characterized the telegraphic notice of its ratifica-
tion as "resemblingr the telephone marriages in vogue in
the United States." This was unfriendly to our Govern-
ment and was a gratuitous insult to. our peoplejby.a
slanderous accusation against them.

OUR TREATY RIGHTS.

The bartenders of" Oakland threaten to boycott the
saloonkeepers if demands already made. withe insistence
are not immediately met by compliance. What a"
strange' nnd. refreshing incident it will-be in the" scheme
of modern municipalities to see a saloon boycotted any-
where by anybody! Oakland is bidding for enduring
fame by a single coup. * •

"Alden took In the situation at a
glance, and witha merry twinkle in his
eye drawled, 'You just wait untilIgo

home and get my uniform, and you
bet I'll land that fellow in jail in a

"A good many years ago the street
railroad companies issued an order
that fares be collected from policemen
when they are not in full uniform,"

cold the old police reporter a few nights
ago, "but it didn't take them very long
to countermand it.The late Sam Alden,

who at that time was detailed for duty

in the City Prison, convinced the man-
agers* that It was a poor rule that did
not work both- ways.

"Sam was off duty a few days after
the order had been issued, and decided
to*visit friends residing in the Mission.
He boarded one- of.the old bobtail cars
of the Mission street line, and being in
civilian's- dress was told- by -the driver
to drop his fare in the box. The star
would pot pass him over the road. Sam
contributed his nickel- and took a stand
on- the front pjatform with the' driver.
The car had gone but a few blocks
when a leaky sand Cart pulled in on the
track. The carman sounded the bell for
the cart to pull out, but no attention
was paid to the signal. Aftr ringing the
bell for nearly two blocks and realizing
that the man ahead of him had no in-

tention of giving him the right of way,

the now thoroughly exasperated driver,

turning to Alden, exclaimed, 'Mr. Of-
ficer, Idemand that you arrest, that
man for obstructing this car.'

Clothes Make the Man.

A small catch basin sthoald'; fc«;
paved with .pebbles or ofoKen bitsr.of
marble, the- stones rammed well ,do\vfi
into ."the turf. 'This ¦ has.fn- helps • to
spread out and distribute .the ***tef,.

The
'
ordinary Vlnily use of

'
the* {lump

for domestic purposes is' quite' suffiV
cient to keep a piee'e of" groun.d: t«tt
feet square in a dam? condition;: :
A small garden, of.- this Hind may- be

started with such plants as carillnal.
flowers, purple gentians, .blue (lags,

Japanese umbrella plants",. \vater-"sua-
flowers, myosotis -or. foV-get-fne-notSv'
violets, marsh

'marigolds' and ;sTvamp.
mallows. These furnish a. successFr>n-
of blooma for many week.si- The tOfttsi
of all these plants may be- obtains -1
from any florist." for about

'

10. cents
each. * -

-...¦¦.• '--•;¦.•

Any one' who has a back:, yard 'and
a pump may have a .novel.bit.of gar-
den for seml-aquafic- plarjts whichwiif
be
;a" pleasure, to every one, -sayi Courn-'-

try Life in America. Th'e'iost Is very,
small

—
a half day from the; carpenter

and a dollar's wortlj of r«K>ts from the
florist: the care is nQt.hing.: The. in'-
terestlng group of- fc'ild flowvrs w.h)chr.
can be r&ised by- the airl'qf the' -pu-arb,

will be quite different from", the ..uaqal
row of dusty geraniums and the'«ras-f
gling nasturtiu'rns essayeij" Vy' thejav.-.
erage woman with a bit. pf-yftrd:-' •"

The Pump Garden.
PI-NaiNG KXEKCISE

O, .after -.whivh he' Bings D. again, U-sirig'
<i one- more for the finalnote". Z ¦] '.

'-
:%T^;^ccon^rariyirig; illastration: wfll
jfimplify. the exercise. .grea.ti>\. but to
inciire .& jrainrt .any i-hahce/ mistake, by.
XhjB-etUdetj[t I\vi^,ahaiyze- the.exercise.
.It iai ;'to.i/e :sufig.' in' *foui>four .tihie,','
and., as . the notes. In the": 'flrst, measure
fire..«"g,iith. notes there will-bey of course.^:¦n9.fceiB: f9'¦'.'*..-count., -.making:

-
eight

¦notes' ;¦'.in:.: the."ifi'rst'!jrreasur^i iThe.. flrs-t,
5>iri" iirth.^nxJ'se.venth of- these;' should'

;-jjhyihnv wiil .lie.ke>)t. perfect
'

and .the.
\cice ¦> \v.jll run .stnoothly; through the

.f-'hule meas.ure. • .- .-'. ', • ¦ .-.- -".. '. •.
¦ :'."•

• '•

*;-Care,;-_'inust-.':i>e-i taken.- that the :pup*1
.r-'ors.not neglect the .Intervening unac-

noiep, ::They' must •be . treated-
.'.c&t as are the- unaceetateid notts Jri an

j-ach-.-unacotntcd nwte- is aa'-important
Jut those that

•'are accented; and .must
.be ¦ held '•tji'ie.-ftiti lehgth :bf the ...lieaK'
¦;aki'ng .all the time' that it is: entitled
.tb. ;ahd: ¦k«;preserving^ the necessary
smioo/thriess-.. ••^reat care should be taken
about this, as ptherMise

'

the tones may
j^econie . jerky, -insteid .•of. just the- re*
.verpp," a?

'

the: exercise i$ designed to
;rcake- thern'.;

'

..•:'. :'.'.A V-.-¦/.."".: "'¦'''..
'
:
-

So .much' for lhefirst part '.of 'the ex-
e'rclge..' \yheh,- the voice.has asdehded
top and has conVe dowhagain to G the
-.p^fiilVm'uKt'.bfe:ready for the jump to D.
a^d^back. '.;¦•'.; :.:'?:'.-. v "\

-: ." ]::\ ¦'¦':'
¦'Afl-ponn as he sitikes G h4? Iniridraust.

•iy at pm.-e.to D. Vwhile heis still,hold-
'ips.'•!<*; its allotted time) ;and tgtke thre
:f.otp mentaJly before he actually, sings

-';.,/¦' '•'.;. ..-: HV ANtCK TEKHCNK. .. . .;.. "
'.-

<Scnjf -mTitT.'. formerlyVJIre'ctor 'of 'music tn the
¦

'
Or.il*f?e « t>'t. Jo1i!> the :H.ar>tiv=t." Npw T?t*.\ ¦ ¦

1(Si|ijtJi\h', ISO*; by.Josejih ly, Beirte*.)
'

St»ndii:g in singing po>iti<in (asoaU

Wa<I>: explained! in other; lessons);- the
j»upil/rnust sing p.art. of .an, asVending

itale; ..l-re'Rinnirig": on.the note O aiid trav-
fr'U'rw- u;i\\*ard. note by.. .note,- till he
ieayiies t). ile' then Vnmes.doyvn. the
t>cfliIVagain, until he .once m<ire. strikes-

Suppressing Xasdl. Tpsics.

It may *be due
'
to' overmastering:

patriotism that an* fails' to discover
individual .benevolence .,. 'in • \an.ts.;
Friendships and. personal" affection.. 4n
the limited aiid specialize.a: sense, fa-,
miliar among 'domestic.. animals,' are
as yet unknown. .And thus.lt' Is -.with
other social insect3.^Har'per*s Masfa-.
zlne. . ' . ••-..'¦ ¦ •.'•;.'

Itmust be confessed, hoW-evef,-. that
it is rigidlyexclusive. .Racial catholi-
city is not an emmetbrian Virtue.^ Ants
are without that elastic, hospitality
which embraces and.assimilates /all
foreigners. Even the slave-rhakera
hold their domestic 'auxiliaries strictly

distinct. . .- ",',{• •¦'•;':.¦

*•— ¦

—
¦ . ¦..; ¦•.. . .-*;

only dispatch withinnews of threaten-
ing- peril, but rush out. with utter
abandon to face the foev

'
• With ants

patriotism is not "second nature"; it
13 instinctive, Inborn, seemingly a.a
strong in the callow antling aa in the
veteran brave. ;.- . ••'.-, • ¦ .'

The Secretary of Agriculture has been criticized, and
indeed denounced, as an unscientific man. But he is a
practical farmer and was a professor of practical agri-
culture in a college when appointed to his present posi-
tion. His immediate predecessor, Mr. Morton of Ne-
braska, was not educated in a laboratory, but he also was
a practical farmer and»niade in the department that or-
ganization of the sciences contributory to agriculture,
which has been so largely and so usefully developed and
applied by Mr. Wilson. We are of the opinion that if
civil 'liberty face no greater danger than is.incurred by
the operations of that department, the days of our en-
slavement are as remote as tlie fixed stars.

'

This work, of plant introduction cannot be done by in-
dividuals. ,It involves tours of investigation and dis-
covery all over the world, and a knowledge, of botany
and physics that" is not general. The' Agricultural De-
partment was capable of introducing the blastophaga
into California to fertilize our Smyrna "figs/ when the
effort of individuals had: failed.. That work of the de-
partment enabled California last year to export .680 tons
of dried figs of excellence equal to the imported article.
Then the department found certain varieties of the date
ripening in California farther north than elsewhere in the
world. It started, its expert, Mr. Swingle, upon an in-
vestigation of the date palm. Then for the first time our
general public learned from him that there are dates and
dates, the varieties being certainly as numerdus as the
varietiesof peaches. On a far oasis in' the Sahara he
found the deglet noor, the highest type of date.

Turning his attention to California, by patient investi-
gation he found that-the Colorado Desert was even bet-
ter adapted to this date than its home .on the oasis. Re-
visiting the Sahara he procured the plants, packed them
on camels hundreds of miles . across the desert and'
plantedthem. on our desert.. T-heir 'rapid growth veri-
fies His conclusions,' and there is presented now the pros-
pect that this State willbecome as celebrated for date
¦production as it is in the growth of citrus fruits> and that
in a very few years we will dominate the markets in
oranges, figs and dates. Surely the States cannot do
this work, nor can individuals, and it is the specific work
for which, the old Patent Office was partly designed and
which belongs to the" Department of Agriculture.

If the Federal Government discovered these new and
valuable plants, proved the adaptation of our soil and
climate to their' profitable cultivation, and then itself
monopolized them, as a producer, to, the exclusion of
citizens, it is admitted that it "would be doing something
constitutionally questionable.

/-p\ .HE Colusa Sun Comments upon the criticism, in a
'•"I ¦ Sari Francisco paper, of a proposition that the Ag-

.*... ricultural Department exert itself to find a stock
food equal to Indian corn, that will grow where corn
:does. not. This

'
proposition is made the text for a dis-

cpurse, on the departure of the. Federal. Government from
the safe moorings of the constitution^ We are unable to

find a breach made in: the constitution by the.Agricul-

tural- .Department. The Federal Government, under, all
admintstraiions, :has considered it. a duty to introduce
hew plant/ in order to.diversify .agriculture and add to

its.profits. ... '
: •

'• •

;This. work..was formerly considered a function of the

Patent (Dmce. before the. Agricultural Bureau of the In-
terior.Department was treated as the "germ- of the pres-

ent Cabinet Department. The old Patent Office intro-
duced orfe plant that proved of vast importance to the
people. A Democratic Patent Commissioner, the late
Gharjes Masqi"), introduced the sorghum sugar cane.- It
flourished as far north as Minnesota. The Patent Office
issued bulletins on» its cultivation, methods of grinding
the cane and of evaporating tfre juice, to, make, a whole-
some syrup that was a substitute for molasses; Great
skill in these processes was developed, *and forty-years
.ago, -all through the prairie States, there were evaporat-

ing plants to;which farmers hauled their cane to be manu-
factured into syrup. . " . ....-¦

During the Civil War, when sugar was high, sorghum
.was of the greatest economic value. Later it was. discovr
ered that the plant, was valuable, fodder for stock, better
than corn stover and an excellent substitute for Kay. Now
it is a standard forage crop on the dr3r lands of Western
Kansas and Nebraska. Sown thickly, the cane grows
small, with abundant leaves, full of sugar, and;makes a
fattening food. Vet the sorghum never destroyed the Fed-
eral constitution when introduced under the administra-
tion of Buchanan, and we are entirely unable to see that
liberty is endangered by finding a substitute for Indian

The story of the man Meyers, now
"the" mystery in the Detention Hos-
pital, reminds some of the old San
Francisco residents of a similar fake,

if faking it is that Meyers is doing. It
Was in 1S71 that a young woman cre-
ated quite a sensation by claiming that
she had lost Her hearing and power of
isp'eech in one* night.. She snieged that
through the shock of an earthquake
during the nighttime this sad happening
was occasioned. The woman was sub-
jected to the most critical examination
by/the 'then leading physicians In the
city, including Drs. A. J. Bowie. J. C.
Shorb, H. H. Tqland, James Murphy

and others, 'but all agreed that it was
a mystery beyond their medical ability

to.solve.
So much" interest was manifested' in

the woman's case that the charitably
disposed people showered contributions
into her hands, so that'she soon became
more wealthy than she ever dreamed of
being. The case became so notorious
that Captain Lees," then chief of detec-
tives, took a hand in the matter, be-
lieving that the public were being im-
posed .upon. .He was determined to
sift the woman's story to the Dc-ttom.
Lees and two of his detectives planned
to interview her one .night in her room
on Dupont street, ajid at the same time
concocted a ruse by hiding another de-
tective-ln a clothes closet with instruct
tions to explode a detonating cartridge
right behind her at the time that she
was engaged in written conversation
with her p.ad and pencil. The object

of this was that the sudden noise would
cause her to turn her head involun-
tarily in the direction of the explosion,

thus showing that her hearing was not
affected. Everything went Just as Lees
had planned, but the woman never
winked an eyebrow when the explosion
took place. .Lees became convinced of
hep muteness and left.

The sequel was that the woman had
been coached by a clever scoundrel
who afterward married her to possess
her money. Then he deserted her and
she confessed the whole scheme.

'A Clever Impostor.

One cannot ;help* wondering If.the
'•trouble could not have been eradicated
I ff she had been taught to listen to her
voice as a. little girl,for,of course, long

jusage and -familiarity with the sound
jof .her.' voice in singing and --speaking

Iwould 'make it just-bo much harder to
(.detect any fault of that kind.'
: Atany rate, we wish to begin in the
proper way' with our pupil- and give
him no chance to say, "if only Ihad
been taught not to do that 'when Iwas
a'-'boy!" <¦

• •
¦- •.

1 JCafeal singing- comes from one of two
jsburcw. Either because the singer un-

[ consclovXBly tightens some muscle or
muscles in the nose, thus restricting
the free passage of air through Jthe
iiasal cavity, or because the student
is the victim of some catarrhal trouble.
This last reason •

is really' much less
serious than the other form from a
singer's point of view, for a very .slight
catarrhal Irritation "will often cause
nasal tones, and as soon as this has
beep cured the pupil will be free from
aiiy tendency toward nasal singing. It
is best, however, to find out Just what
the cause is In such a case and to
remedy it as soon as. possible, for the
effect upon the child's musical ear is
the same whatever cause .the trouble
comes from, and the longer Jt is al-
lowed to go- on the harder It will be
(or him to become entirely free from it

To go back for a moment to the en-
ercises given in to-day's lesson, the
pupil must practice .very faithfully
everything as. I.have" here given it,be-
tween now Jand the next ;lesson; ;for
we are to take up regular ;scales nextItime, and it is quite necessary that he

.should be perfectly ready for. them by
daily practice .oh tfie. preparatory "ex-

1 ercises. already given. . . *

F. .G. A, B. C This-, it wjll.be seen,

.is substantially thesame thing' as the
-piano scale in. '"thirds." The princl-.
pie is just the same., .In the first place
we taught the. pupi.1 how to sing a-sin-:-
gle, note—then two notes in'conjunc-
tion-, then a;.short, scale exercise em-
jvhaFizinfr. .every other -.note, li.n other
worrlr.; >itt£i.hg the scale iiv "twos").
Now \ve ar& giving it to. him in
•'thirds,'^ ;aivd so- r>r£paring ;him- for
irhpre intVica^e.Avprk. . \. ;:'

Each day, .xyhen the pupil begins his
vocal -.-practice, :iie. .must talce up. .his
breathing exer.cis.es before, attempting
:iuything «ilse. After this he must take
the' sihgirig" exbrc.ises o.ive' a'fter- an-
other in the. order in" which..Ihave
given them, jf.he wishes to' obtain the.
.best results. : Each is related .to the .
other.in a direct .line of progression
Hn'd all are related to the things Which
are. to .come* after. ¦¦¦.'.. ¦¦¦

'."In- helping- the boy., through these
e.ier:.cises be-.surevth-.it he; always keeps
on . the. key. Strike the chord .often
enough to keep him from straying, if
he. has any disposition .to do so.

'
In

the effort to acquire.- a good tone don't
,ji<jglect to acquire' a-.fxUe one, arid to
inake the pupillisten to hi». voice al-,
.\yuys,- teaching -him in. this, way to
detect at ojice a .'fall from pitchl It
Is-' well not.to use. the- piano any more •
than, is absolutely necessary . at .this
time, ,but a ihorcLar two to steady the
pupiT will do rfo hfjrm."•;: . •'.;
. • LBy. t'hui lime the pupil..will have ac-
rustpmc4'his vocal chords to daily use:
"in singing and his practice time can fie
lengthened- \a. littje.\ One cannot set.
'down, ah exact rule for 'this,' further
than that the . voice :must never be
.tired;- 'After a. few weeks the practice .
•can «,Tadualry be. lengthened to twenty

.minutes . or;half an hour,- but never
more than that at a time. Fifteen or
¦twenty' minutes in the morning': and
the ea»Ti6 amount later in the day is

.a good rule, if the pupil works con-
scientiously and' does not try to force
his voice. Remember ;that a Kttle
forcing now may ruin, hi? voice :for-
everi. arid the pupil must be content
to .'go

'
slowly and give his voice a-

C-hance to.grow as it will. -. • ¦¦ :
-

. . There is one great defect that our
Ttud«rit must .look for, and' that is
nasal . tones..::It is astonishing how
many people sing through their, noses
and .never kne\y it.:Nothing is' more

•hopiesessly musical ta my mind than
such- singing.,' -and ;nothing:, also, is
harder . to-: cure.' for, as a rule,, the
linger ¦ is ¦ unconscious; of the trouble
and .often refuses- to believe it when
told of his fault."by:friend or teacher.

.'Otftentirrtes. the' reason that, he fails
to realize the- situation . \a because he

.also talks through' his hose, and . so;
being accustomed' to the strand, thinks
"noticing of.it anil docs not realize that
his intonation is different from .that

l' of.any one. else: if our piipil has any
p-uch tendency do try to eradicate itat

;oncp;- for .the. longer, lie sings or talks
"in that -wa-y the. harder, it will-be for
;him !to overcome it.

"
-Sometimes, in

\ fact, it can never be overcome, as for.
Iinsta nee.',' in the case of- a ybung girl
ill;hew,/ who. from her. babyhood had
ibeen accustomed to s|ng at' Sunday-
school, -conceits- -xind so forth. 'When

-she reached the age of 16 her mother
j.took her to. one of the" finest vocal
!teachers' .in" the city • where she 1lived.
jHe was delighted with her voice" (al-

Ithough he noticed- the nasal quality),
for he. felt sure that he could conquer
that before long:.' In a" short timelier
voice developed wonderfully, increas-
ing daily in volume until .it!became a
tremendous. voice, astounding ,the girl
herself, • her- relatives ;and teacher
alike." He- told her that- she was evi-

j dently intended for grand opera and
imust study with that end in view. At
1 This she, of course, redoubled her ef-
Iforts* and .comiuereil all but on? dlf-
Lficulty—

she' could not.keep from sing-
!ing throu-?- her nose! Her lungs were
j wonderful, the volume of the .tone
most remarkable and the smoothness

¦ and • roundness of- her tones; were
!charming, . when the iiasal quality was

absent, but- in spite of all this *he
master was obliged to give.her up in-
despair at last, because she did not

iknow wljen she -was- singing through

Iher nose and when riot, and therefore
-.her trouble was incurable.. Try as she
•would <and she-tried desperately hard,
for ;a possibly great future was at

istake J she. could
-
not detect, the iiasal

twanfe. and when her teather really
became convinced lhat ' she .would
never' know the difference in tone. he.

:realized 'that in; spite of her "lovely
voice he could never make a.singer of
her* hard as It seemed, for, of course,

Ino.audience would take seriously or
[ care -. to listen to a singer who every
I few minutes lapsed into a nasal way
of singing, no matter hOw lovely her

[other tones tnight be. ;'- . ".¦•'%¦*•

¦The ¦ stranger, however, willnot pore over statistics
when He is in° St. Louis. He willinstantly appreciate the
fact that an orange country is delightful. He will see
oranges from Northern, Central and Southern California.
He willinquire to some extent regarding the conditions
under which, they were produced: He will, learn about
the rainfall of the different places that vaunt oranges as
evidence- of their natural advantages. He need not be a
great expert to realize that oranges are sweet, juicy; fair
to look upon, palatable in every res'pect. He will get
literature dealing with orange-growing to a large extent

as representative alike of the north aiid south. Finally
ifhe is interested inCalifornia he willwatch to see which
particular locality is awarded the first gold medal for
oranges.

' . - ' • •

Counties hundreds .of miles, north of San Francis-eo
and. those, south of Tehachapi willbe rivals for the gold-
medal distinction. The foothills of the Sierra will ad-
vance to the fore with their oranges' and show them
proudb'.. The inland valleys of Central California will
show what can be done in a list of counties. The Sacra-
mento Valley is confident. W. D. Nichols, who is in
charge of the. Sacramento Valley fruits, writes to a
prominent orange-grower of Placer County in reference
to oranges ready to be sent to St. Louis, "Iam confident
they willcarry .off a gold medal." The contest willbe
noteworthy and the prizes worth struggling for. .

Hence the significance of the medal test for oranges
that is impending at St. Louis.' For a long term 'of years
Southern California has claimed to have a climate supe-
rior to any to be found in Northern or-Central California.
On ttvc other hand the northern and central sections of
the State have called into the. court of public opinion the
evidence supplied by .the official figures of the United
Stages Weather Bureau to prove that the temperatures in
their-neighborhoods are as equable and that the extremes
of heat and cold are not more marked than they are south
of Xehachapi Pass. Red Bluff, for instance, has tjeen
compared with Redlands climatically. Official statistics
covering considerable periods have seemed to fully jus-
tify all statements that have been made in.favor of north-
ern and central points in general as compared with the
southern sections.

'
-V"

delightful place for dwellings. The winner of the gold
medal for oranges will need no better advertisement for
his neighborhood. . "/-,';*
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