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STRANGE BETS ON WAR'S RESULTS

—
BT THE CHICAGO INTER OCEAN.

CAN HE GET IT DOWN WITHOUT HURTING THE BOY?

SALLY SHARP
To-day wedding b«lls will rtn* over

the hills and glades of Ross Valley,

for at noon willMiss Isabel Kittle be-
come the brMe of Benjamin Harrison
Dibblee.

The service willbe performed in the
little Episcopal Church at Ross and
will be witnessed by the close friends
of the interested families.

Guests going over willtake the 12:20
train, which will be met at Sausalito
by a special train.

• • •

The attendants at the wedding will
be Miss Luddington. Miss Natalie
Coffin, Miss Emily Carolan and Miss
Frances Allen, who is soon to be mar-
ried.

To-day Miss Susie May Hayes will
entertain at cards at her Oakland
home in honor of Mrs. A. P. Hotal-
lng Jr. • • •

Mrs. J. B. Birmingham will be the
honored guest to-day *at a reception
given to her by the Papyrus Club.• • •

Charles P. Neilson will be **at
home" at the Sequoia Club, 584 Sut-
ter street, on Saturday from S to 6.

The clever chap Is showing some
splendid work In water color, notably
his Mexican and old California scenes.
These especially appeal to him, as is
shown in the exquisite sympathy of
their presentation.• • •

Miss Laura Baldwin wfil be hostess
to-day at luncheon at her home on
Buchanan street, the guest of honor
the much-courted fiancee. Miss Cali-
fornia Cluff. A busy little maid is
Miss California!• • •

To-morrow the Council of Women
will present their "Jinks" at the Ma-
jestic Theater, and from whisperings

that have floated hence it will be a
stunning performance.

Mrs. F. W. Croudace and Miss Eli-
nor Croudace entertained 300 guests

at a tea yesterday at their home on
Vallejo street. The rooms were filled
with beautiful pink blossoms and
ferns, to which were added the dainty

effect of pink shaded candelabra. Re-
ceiving with the hostess were Mrs. W.
C. Morrow. Mrs. J. G. Roberts, Mrs.
Reginald Holmes, Mrs. J. J. Auer-
bach. Miss Abbie Edwards, Miss
Forbes Robinson and Miss Mabel
Freeman.

A wedding at Port Townaend,
Wash., yesterday is of interest to San
Franciscans. Miss Frances Hastings,
daughter of Mr. and Mr. L. L. Has-
tings, was married to Lieutenant Har-
ry G. Hamlet of the United States

• • •

revenue service. He will return
his bride to this city to reside.

Mr. and Mrs. Harrey Toy enter-

tained informally at a dinner
evening at th-ir home on Green street.

The wedding of Miss Olive Hamil-
ton and Winslow Beedy will taks
place Saturday afternoon in Sausalito.
Itwill be a church affair and all tha
appointments white. Miss Josephine
Beedy will be maid of honor, with
Louis Beedy serving his brother &a

best man.

The "musical tea" to be given on
Saturday for the benefit of the Epis-
copal Old Ladles' Home will include
this interesting programme. Mrs.
James Tucker.president of the. Twen-
tieth Century Musical Club, having it
In charge: Miss Caroline Halsted Lit-
tle, old English ballads; Mrs. Gwln.
Miss Bessie Ames, Miss Vassault, vio-
lin, cello and piano; Mrs. Richard

'
Bayne, Scotch ballads; selections by

the Hawaiian orchestra. The affair.
which is to b« held at the horns of
Mrs. "William Tevis, bids fair to b« a
great success. • • •

Mrs. Edward McNeil Moore will1
spend the summer at Ben Lomond.

Mrs, B. de Noon Lewis and Miss
Mabel de Noon have taken apartments

at the Pendleton. where they will re-
main until their departure for th*

summer.
Miss Louise Messick of Portland.

Or., who has been visit ng friends at

the Hotel Pleasamor for the last
month, will return hon * Wednesday

night.

Mr. and Mr*. J. R. HowelL Miss
Maylita. Pease and Artfe ir Watson re-
turned yesterday afternoon from %

short automobile run tv Del Monte.

Mr. and Mrs. W. H Dexning will
close their home in tc*rn on May 1

and go to Menlo Par*, where they

have rented tha H, M. Spencer horns
for the summer.

Mr. and Mrs. Emil Pohli leave this
week for their summer home In M. .
Valley.

Colonel and Mrs. R. A. Eddy (Mrs.

I.S. Lewis) returned yesterday from

their wedding trip. Their apartments
at the Palace were filled with flowers
as a welcome to the travelers.

The annual spring exhibition of the
Pan Francisco Art Association closes
to-night. There will be a promenad*
concert and musical programme, un-
der the direction of Henry Heyman.

COSTLY FLOWERS.THE SHEARING.

ANSWERS.
PENSION—J. 0., City. If you will

call at the United States Dension of-
fice, 101 Sansome street, this city, you

will be Informed as to what rights, if
any, you may have to a pension.

LEGAL ADVICE—C. R.. City. This
department dues not give legal advice.
The question asked is one that calls for
such advice, and as the party affected
has her oase in court she should be
guided by the advice of her attorney.

MUCH THE SAME.

The men folks said. "Why. hello, boss.
You're looking five years older!"

But mother laid the shaven head
Close, close against her shoulder.

Ah. well; the nest must lose its birds,
The cradle yield its treasure:

Time willnot atop a single day

For any pleader's pleasure.

And when that hour's work was weighed.

The scales were even, maybe;
For fathar gained a little man

When mother lost her baby!—
St. Nicholas;

The barber's shears went snip-a-snip.
The golden fluff was flying;

Grandmother had a trembling lip.
And aunt was almost crying.

While others said, to leave his curls
Would be the height of folly.

Unless they put him with the girls

And called him Sue or Molly.

Some wanted this, some wanted that;
Some thought that it was dreadful

To lay a hand upon one strand
Of all that precious headful.

The day they cut the baby'e hair
The house was all a-ndget;

Such fuss they made, you would have
satd

He was a king
—

the midget!

LIVERPOOL-^. A. F., City. The
Encyclopedia Americana, issue of 1904,
says of Liverpool: "Itis a seaport of
England. After London it is the larg-
est city and most Important commer-
cial port of the British empire and In
the number of its shipping and aggre-
gate tonnage is the first in the world."

"In that respect," rejoined the de-
moraliser. "the strawberry Is like a lot

of other good things In the stock mar-
ket."

—
Chicago News.

"The strawberry," remarked the
moralizer, as he looked at some early

specimens in a glass case, "is said to
be more than 90 per cent water."

MAN'S SUCCESSOR.

Rotterdam a hungry sailor happening
on a few mistook them for onions
and ate them up. The repast became
as famous as Cleopatra's pearls and
probably exceeded it in cost. At The
Hague a poor fellow managed to raise
a black tulip. The rumor of that
vegetable marvel spread. Presently
he was visited by a £d?e£a£lon from
a syndicate. For that owe lamb of
his the deputation offered 1000 flor-
ins. Still

'
he refused. Cascades of

gold were poured before his resisting
eyes. Finally, tortured and torment-
ed.; he •succumbed. There and then
the deputation

-
trampled that tulip

under their feet. Afterward it ap-
peared that the syndicate had already
grown a gem precisely similar, and,

unable to ;bear the idea that a rival
existed, had authorised the deputation
if needful

"
to offer ten 'times th«

amount which it paid.
'

The prices paid for a new variety
>f rose recently In P;ris, when sing

buds sold for thousands of franc?, re-
call the high figures which tulips

once fetched. InHolland in one year

the sales aggregated 10.000.000 flor;
ins. Holland went tulip mad. Th^
bulbs were quoted »on the stock ex-
change. Ownership in them was di-
vided into shares. Speculators sold
them short. At one time more tulips

were sold than existed. At Lille a
brewer sold his trade and good will
in exchange for a bulb, which wa3

thereafter known as the brewery tu-
lip. In Amsterdam a father gave ona
by way of a dower with his child.
Thereafter the variety was known as
the marriage-of-my-daughter. A*

Professor Wllllston »ays man Is
doomed to extinction and that a bird
may take his place. The Chicago Post
says: We herewith nominate the
American eagle.

POLL TAX—Subscriber. Chula Vista,
Cal. The law relative to the collection
of poll tax in California has not been
repealed. The collection of poll tax is
made obligatory by the constitution
and the law requiring the collection of
such a tax cannot be repealed so long
as the constitution says that such a
tax of not less than two dollars shall
be collected from all male inhabitants
except from paupers, idiots, insane
persons. Indians not taxed, and males
under 21 and over 60,

TowßseniTs Cala. Olsce Fruit* !n ar-
tistic flre-ctehed boxes. 19 Kearny st.
and new store now open. 7«7 Market st.

•
- Special information supplied dally to

business houses and public men by toa
Press ClippingBureau (Allen's). 30 Cali-
fornia street. Telephone Main 1042.

•

DON'T BE GRAVE, BE GAY AND DRIVE DULL CARE AWAY

The Melbourne Argus recorded a
b3t, made by a gentleman named
Knowles, that Japan would anner all
of Eastern Siberia. Another extrava-

gant wager was made by M.Ukhanoff,

the Russian military write". He
wagered $500 against $7500 that before
January 1,- 1905, England would be
involved in war and that before Jan-
uary 1, 1906, Russia would have con-
quered India as far south as Bombay.

Another court official, it came out,

had bet that Kuropatkin would be
driven back to Harbin b-f*ore next

Easter. The parties to this bet were
expelled from their clubs.

An official of the Russian imperial
court was severely censured In August
l»V the C?ar for making a bet that Ills'
Mrjesty would go to the front before
Christmas.

A correspondent of the Frankfur-
ter Zeitung declared that the patriotic
Japanese were so determined to die
for their country* that some officers
made bets that they would be killed

A member of the English Club at
Moscow made a bet with a fellow
clubman that the Czar's troops would
win a victory within a week of the
birth of an heir to the throne. The
birth came off, but was not followed
by the victory, and $35,000 changed

hands.

More tragic was the result of a
Japanese bet recorded in the Vied-
mosti. A captive Japanese officer, im-
prisoned at Omsk, in Siberia, bet the
Russian officer in charge of the pris-
oners a kopeck for every minute that
Port Arthur held out after June 1.

This entailed a liabilityof about $7 50
a day. The Jap owed his jailer on
October 1nearly $1000. The Russian
asked for a payment on account and
offered to terminate the bet. The
Japanese said nothing, retired to his
room and shot himself dead with a
revolver.

The Journey took him six weeks.
After risking his life Ilinskynever got

his money. When, within three
months after starting, he returned to
St. Petersburg he found the layer of
the $50,000 a bankrupt.

Ilinsky succeeded. Disguised as a
Chinaman. he sauntered calmly
through the Japanese army in broad
daylight. The Russian forts fired on
him, but on his waving the national
flag (whichhe had wrapped around his
body) they welcomed him to the fort-
ress. Three nights later, carrying
dispatches from Stoessel to prove that
he had succeeded, he sailed through

the Japanese fleet and reached Chefu.

AN Odessa paper published early

in July details of the reckless
wager of Captain Ilinsky. a St.

Petersburg dragoon officer. Ilinsky un-
dertook to cross Asia, reach Kuropat-
kin's headquarters at Liaoyang, dash
through the Japanese lines invading

Port Arthur, enter the town, break
through the naval brigade and reach
Chefu. in China. He was to get $50,-

000 if he succeeded, but to pay noth-
ing (save, perchance, his life) if he
failed.

The Moscow fund for supplying
warm clothing to the troops organized
a sweepstake on the relief of Port
Arthur. A hundred tickets, dating
consecutively from June 1were issued,
each costing $50. The holder of the
ticket bearing the date of Port Arthur's
relief was to receive $2600, re-
maining $2600 to go to the fund, taj
Port Arthur was not relieved within
100 days, the prise was not awarded,

and the holders of the tickets agreed
to forego their claims.

A patriotic Russian named Lomakln,
according to the Moscow papers,
evaded the consequences of an un-
pleasant bet by similar ingenuity. In
a moment of excitement Lamokin un-
dertook to "eat his boots" if Japan
were not forced to sue for peace by
July 1 last. Against this his opponent

bet 500 rubles. Lomakin ate the
boots. But as no time limit was im-
posed, he cut off and swallowed only a
tiny strip each day. completing the
achievement on November 20. His op-
ponent absolved him from eating the
nails.

A Lyons paper records the queer
war bet of M. Oulseau, a local resi-
dent. This gentleman undertook to
march three times around the town,

carrying a Japanese flag and shouting,
"Vive le Japonl" if Kuropatkin had

"not defeated Oyama by August 25. A3
the French are strongly pro-Russian,

this was considered a severe penalty.
The bet was lost, but as nothing was
said about the time of the march, M.
Ouiseau performed it at 3 o'clock in
the morning, when there was no one
about except a few policemen, who
took him for a madman.

in battle. The money was to go to
their widows.,

"An 'officer named Motono," says

the correspondent, "on starting for
the front in May made the following
wager: If he was killed within a
month his heirs were to receive 1000
yen ($500). After that date he was
to pay his opponent ten yen a day until
he had survived 100 days, after which
the bet was to cease. Motono under-
took to expose himself to danger only
when military conditions demanded it;
in other words, not willfullytolet him-
self be killed."

'TPHE law ought to lay a hard hand upon the seers and mediums
Iwho make traffic

lay
of the

hand upon the seers
credulous. Awho make traffic out of the grief or greed of the credulous. A

very common form of the mystic swindle is worked upon i

mourners who are in sorrow for the dead. In many cases grief is
nursed until it becomes abnormal by not being permitted to receive
the healing influence of time. People who suffer in that way seem j
prone to seek out the frauds who pose as seers and materializes, to
whom they fall ready victims. /

There is another class of erotic old men who are the prey of
these swindlers. One rich old fool in Chicago a few years ago
was led by a medium into a courtship with the spirit of Martin
Luther's wife. Frau Luther had a sumptuous taste for diamonds ,
End silk dresses, which the old fellow bought and sent to her via
the medium. After he had spent $100,000 in this way, all being
absorbed by the medium of course, he was spiritually married to
his disembodied inamorata, and then his children managed to catch
him while he was on his honeymoon. If he had remained at large
until he went to housekeeping, the medium would have secured the
rest of his fortune. y

Hardly a week passes in San Francisco, or any other large
city, without a mystic swindle being perpetrated. Within a few
days a lady, mourning the death of her father, resorted to one of '

these swindlers in Oakland for the purpose of getting in commu-
nication with her dead parent. The medium found itnecessary to
have possession of the mourning woman's diamonds and jewelry to
the value of $700 -for purposes of identification and to '- assure the
father'? spirit that everything was in good faith. As soon as the
jewels were passed over the medium disappeared, ; and had not ma-
terialized at J«i>t recounts. .v

Those who mourn the dead should heed the example" of David's
noble sorrow and philosophy at the death of his child, when he rose
and put off sackcloth and ashes and ate, saying, "Imay go to him,
but he cannot return to me."

;• There Is something ;Jn these deep sea races which:appeals in a muchhigher dejrreethan the racing of hastily constructed [machines off Sandy Hook
Jn the;presence ;trt scores of excunSon boats.', 'There/ Is«nothing: of value In
1h«\ America's Cup contests, but when it comes Ito braving the storms \u25a0of ithe
ocean, that Is quite a different thin*.

—
Philadelphia' Inquirer.

'

\u2666 \u25a0

Itappears thst Dr.'Osier was married "after he was forty years old. He
ir the gentleman who insists that the mental decline "is".very rapid when a man
fe«* passed the fortieth

—
Chicago Record Herald.* .

etsrj Hays' says he finds Nerv! most pleasant.; No. it Is not a Mix*]
•—a* <>f «v man. .but * tOWn In itnJv

—
nm.h. JKmrlA-K.txnlA ..--

—
\u25a0~*~~^*"*-.>J

THE MYSTIC SWINDLE.

meanor and language on the stand as a witness in his own behalf,
every decent man winces and wonders how it came about that such
a man was chosen to represent a San Francisco constituency in the

ste Senate. We have not even the satisfaction that Kern County
may feel in her accused Senator, that after all, while he was crooked,
he had the talent, education and training that fitted him to be a
Senator, and if unto these he had added honor and uprightness, his
county could have felt proud of him. Our culprit shows no single

ality that belongs to the official station into which he was lifted
by our debased politics. Some one has said that laws are like
sausages

—
the less you know about how they are made the more

:respect them. But surely this city can send such lawmakers,
by reform of its politics, that we may know how they make the
laws and respect the statutes because we have that knowledge.

The time has come to rouse the people to an effort for the moral
welfare of the community. Ifthe material welfare of any part of the

Me be in peril, how quickly every resource is invoked! If fruit
attack the orchards and vineyards, every business man in the

\u25a0 reads with intense interest the reports of the progress of the
ague and of the efforts to arrest it. Just now it is reported that

the dreaded Hessian fly is in the wheat, and merchants discuss it in
their stores, banks and clubs. We beg to assure them all that the

a! condition of San Francisco concerns them as much or
Te. The political plant louse, thrip. codling moth, scale and

Hessian fly are all at large here. No spray nor drug can eradicate
them. Only an awakening of civic vigilance and spirit can drive
the pests out of the city.

Let every man who wants to do this register now, not to-mor-

row nor next week, but now. in order that he may vote at the
August primary. Then, on the day of that election, let every man
leave his business for part of the time or all of it and do duty by

.tfding guard at the polls. The grafters and the push will be
there. The prosperity of their business depends on their presence
snd activity at the primary. Let their force be met by a greater
force, representing the roused civic spirit of San Francisco, and the
Republican League willprevail.

TH; of the Republican League of San Francisco are
increasing:, and its membership and influence are extending. As

or, the need of improvement in city politics is em-
Iby almost daily events. Men were not aware of the rapid

nd deterioration that had taken place here until the
Merchants' Association and the Grand Jury lifted the lid and ex-

Irendition of things in the city government and politics that
«ld have made a spectacle for Asmodeus. As the exposure and

o it extend the determination to apply a corrective vig-
rises. Unless this is done what is now bad willgrow worse,

ith grows worse its correction willbecome more difficult.
The league intends to take things in the green stick and cor-•
then while reform is easily possible. It has the power to scan

its own membership, and prevent its ranks from receiving recruits
• r ; to disorganize it,and defeat its purpose. It will re-

as it began, the scrutinizing body of the party, with the
Ia of producing a city ticket that will command the support

that earnest majority of our people who, regardless of party,
-ire to make it the boast of every San Franciscan that he belongs

to no mean city, but to one that has the best and cleanest, most
economical and useful municipal government in the Union.

The city has never entirely outlived the ante-vigilance com-
•tep reputation that was given its government by that high--

led official combination of political thugs, which made its gov-
ernment a den of thieves. While we have had good administrations
since, and periods of honest and high-minded local government,

tn have been enough lapses to lay us open to suspicion and crit-
icism. Now it is determined by the league, once for all, to band the
g ">od citizenship of the city together to put the political reputation

Sao Francisco on a par with her high character for enterprise,
>gress and prosperity.

Nor will this movement stop with a political reform of which
' city government is the object. Events of the most pointed

character call for extension of that reform to every political action
:ch is influenced by the large vote of San Francisco. The league

D not stop with
4 securing a decent city convention and ticket. It

will be its duty to see that a decent delegation goes to all party
conventions from this city. Our delegation by reason of its num-
bers holds the balance of power in State conventions, and that
great and commanding position should be used to cleanly ends in

ate politics. All this comes after the city i? swept out and made
clean. After the last grafter has been amputated from his graft,
and after the citizens are safe from official blackmailing persecution,
and the taxpayers are assured of one hundred cents' worth of good

ernment for even- dollar they pay into the city treasury, after
\u25a0t it willbe the business of the awakened conscience of San Fran-
co to see to it that proper men are sent to represent our com-

crce and all of our interests in the Legislature.
A State Senator from this city is on trial for bribery in the

Superior Court of Sacramento. That spectacle atone is enough to
IBM San Francisco. But when added to it is the Senator's

IMPROVED CITY POLITICS.

KATTRAIXY.
Barnes Tormer— Eggs are Ilk*

some men.
Knight Stands— How a©?
Barnes Tormer— When they

aren't good for anything they
go t>n the stage.

SORRY SHE SFOKEL
Henpeck

—
Imarried you for

sympathy.
Mre. Henpeck— Did you get It?
Henpeck— Yes, for everbody

pities me now.

FEMIXINT3 \MTVTTT'
Miss Passaye^Papa . always

gives me a book for my birth-1

day
\u25a0

,Mtsa Cutting— -You must have
quite a large 1 library by this
time.

WANTED TO KNOW.
Magistrate

—
What Is your ©e-

cupatlon?
Prisoner

—
Clm a washerwom-

an.
Magistrate (absently)

—
Where

do you hang: out?

A MISTAKE.
Mr. Knowsitt

—
Well, another

political rumor was killed to-
day.

Mrs. Boardem— lbope It wasn't
one of my political lodgers.

8


