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come at 13 o'clock. The professor de--,

clares that he heard the distant :cry, ;

but that he knows
'
nothing more.. He

can give no explanation of the young

man's last words, Professor— it •

was ehe,' *but imagines that they" were
tha outcome of delirium. • He believes
that Willoughby Smith had not an;ene-
my in the world, and can glva no rea- .
son for tha crime. His first action was
to send Mortimer, the gardener, for the:

local police. A little later . the chief
constable sent for me. Nothing was
moved before Igot there, and strict
ordei-3 were given that no one should
walk upon the paths leading to the
house. It was a splendid chance of
putting your theories Into practice, Mr.
Sherlock Holmes. There really

nothing wanting."
"Except Mr. Sherlock Holmes," said

my companion, with a somewhat bitter
smile- "Well, let us 'hear about it
What sort of a job did you make
cf it?''
"Imust ask you first, Mr. Holmes,

to glance at this rough plan; which will
jive you a general Idea of the position
of the professor's study and the var-ir.
ous points of the case. It will help

you in followingmy investigation."
He unfolded the rough chart, which

Ihere reproduce, and he laid it across
Holmes' knee. Irose, and, standing

behind Holmes, studied it over his
shoulder.

"Itis very rough, of course, and It

only deals with the points which
seem to me to be essential.

'
All the

rest, you will see later for yourself.

a puckered iforehead, a peering expres-y
sion, and \probably .rounded ,shoulders, i
There • are vindications '% that '\u25a0;. she b has

-
had recourse 'to an -optician;at ;least r;

twice during the last few months, vAs \u25a0:\u25a0
her. glasses, are.

-
-of }:remarkable^

strength, and as opticians are not A'ery^
numerous,. there should be no difficulty.;.
in'tracings her."--: ,-. \u0084-..;* ,\ .

Holmes smiled. at ;'the astonishment.;
of Hopkins, -which-- must have /been; •

reflected upon •my:features. .<•'. .. / ~
. "Surely;my \u25a0--' deductions

'
v are :,sinw:

plicity itself,", said: he. ;::4ltvwould-'be?;
difficult.to name any articles ;whichraf-*v
ford a finer field. for-inference'. than^a •;
pair, of;glasses;, especially sO>remark-f-
able a pair as these. VThat theyjjelong \u25a0>

to. a.woman;Ijinfer.' from ,thelrideli-
-:.

cacy,. and also; of course, :from;the/;
last words of the ;dying;man.~jAs; toc-
her being a:person of'_;refinement "and; \
well'dressed, they are, as you -per-"(/
cerve, handsomely, mounted \u25a0• injsolidI".
gold, and itis inconceivable that rany' ?

one ,who wore such glasses' could be
-

slatternly .in other' respects. .You:will,;

find that the clips are too'{wide.for your.?;
nose, ;showing— that ;the;, lady's ' nose '\u25a0;
was very board at the base. This sort J
of nose Is,usually,a;short :and coarse ;?/
one,; but .there^ is a sufficient •.number.;'
of exceptions to:prevent me from ;be^;,i
Ing.'dogmatic or from insisting,upon i.

1

this point in my description. •My own-
face'is a/narrow one, and yet:lfind
that I.cannot get^ my-eyes into 'the/
center nor / near,- the center of

'
these^

glasses.' Therefore /the*, lady's /eyes -*
are set verylnear to the "sides, of -the//
nose. You will;perceive, Watson.Hhat/*'
the biases are concave and of unusual 1

-"
strength. Alady.,whose vision has -been:/
so extremely.: contracted; all her :life is .
sure to have the physical ;. character- •

istics of such. vision; which are 'seen in
the foreheaa, the eyelids- and the
shoulders.".

' . . %
'

"Yes," I.said, "I•can .follow,each ;of ?
j*our arguments. ,I>confess; ;ho-\vever,
that Iam unable* to understand how.
you arrive at'the double' yisit^to,"they;
optician.";'-' .; \u25a0:. :.'\u25a0

'* .\u25a0\u25a0.'\u25a0\u25a0•-"'\u25a0\u25a0. •\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0/.;
Holmes took the glasses inhis. hand./

\u25a0 "You"will perceive," he said, ;"that. •

the -clips' are lined with tinytbands of;
cork to soften the pressure; upon .'the:;.
nose. One of these is discolored -arid^
worn to.some slight 'extent,' butithe';-

Now, fti-st of all, presuming, that tne

assassin entered the house, how did he~
or she come in? Undoubtedly by the

'

garden 'path and ,the back door, from
which there is direct access to the
study. Any other way would have been \u25a0

exceedingly complicated- The escape
must have also been made along that
line, for of the two other exits from
the room one was. blocked by Susan
as she ran downstairs and, the other-
leads straight to the professor's bed-
room. Itherefore directed my atten-
tion at once to the garden path, which
was saturated with recent rain, and
would certainly show any footmarks.

"Myexamination showed me that I
was dealing with a cautious and ex- \u25a0

pert criminal. No footmarks were to
be found on the path. There could be
no Question, however, that 1 some one
had passed along the grass border
which lines the path, and that he had .
done so. In order to avoid* leaying' a
track. Icould not find anything in
the nature of a distinct impression, but
the grass was trodden down and some"
one had undoubtedly passed. It could .
only have been the murderer, since
neither the gardener nor any one else
had been there that morning and the
rain had only begun during the night."
/"One moment," said Holmes- "Where

does this path lead to?"
" '*Tb the road.''

"How long is it?"
"Ahundred yards or so."
"At the point where the path passes

through the gate, you could surely
pick up the tracks?"*

"Unfortunately,' the path was tiled
at that point."

"Well, on the road itself?"
"No, it was all trodden into mlre.7 .
"Tut-tut! Well, then, these tracks

upon the grass, were they coming or
going?"
"Itwas impossible to say. There was

never any outline."
-

"A large foot or a small?"
"You could not distinguish."
Holmes gave an ejaculation of im-

patience.
"Ithas been pouring rain and blow-

ing a hurricane ever since," .said he.
"It will be harder to. read now than
that palimpsest Well, well, it can't
be helped. What did you do, Hopkins,
after you had made certain that you
had made certain of nothing?"
, "1 think Imade certain of a good
deal, Mr. Holmes. Iknew that some
one had entered the house cautiously;
from without Inext examined the
corridor. Itis lined with cocoanut mat-
ting, and had taken no impression of
any kind. This brought me into the
study itself. ItIs a scantily furnished
room. The main article is a large
writingtable with a fixed bureau. This
bureau consists of a double column of
drawers, with a central small cup-
board between them. The drawers
were open, the cupboard locked. The
drawers; It seems, were always open,
and nothing of value was kept in them.
There were some papers of importance
in the cupboard, but there were no;
signs that this had been tampered with,
and the professor assures me that
nothing was missing. Itis certain that
no robbery has been committed.
"Icome now to the body of the young

man. Itwas found near the bureau, and
just to the left of it, as marked upon
the chart.

#
The stab was :on 1the right

side of the neck and from behind for-"-,
ward, so that it is almost impossible
that it could have been •.self-inflicted."..

"Unless he fell upon the knife," said
Holmes."

"Exactly. The idea crossed my.mind.
But we found the knife some feet away
from the body, bo that seems impossi-
ble. Then, of course,, there are the
man's own dying words.; 'And,', finally,
there was this; very important piece of
evidence which .was found clasped in
the dead man's right, hand."

From his pocket Stanley Hopkins
drew a small paper packet He jUn-,,
folded it and disclosed a' golden pince-
nez, with two broken ends of black
EHk cord dangling from the end of it"
"Willoughby Smith had

"
excellent

i.6Jgbt" he, added. \ "There can be no
question that this was snatched from
the face or the person of the assassin."

Sherlock Holmes took the /glasses
into his hand, and examined .them with
the utmost attention and interest- He
held them on his nose, ,endeavored ,to
read through them, wentIto the 'win-
dow and stared; up the » street with"
them, looked at them most .minutely.
In the full lightof the lamp, and finally,.
with a chuckle, .seated .himself at the
t&ble and wrote a few; lines upon -a
sheet of paper, which he tossed' across
,to Stanley) Hopkins.

"

/ ,
"

"That's the best Ican do for":you,'/
eaid he. "Itmay. prove to be of some J

use." I??V4HRSBhHHMHI"The astonished detective' read the
note aloudV Itran as follows:"-

-
;-

"Wanted—A woman of good address,
attired like a lady. Ehe has a remark-
ably thick nose,' with eyes which are
set close upon either, side of it She has

other. is new.; Evidently one has fallen*,

off and been replaced. -
1should judge;

that: the .'older of them has not \been
there more than a few months. -.They
exactly correspond;; so Igather '\u25a0\u25a0 that
the lady went back to the same estab- .
lishment for the second." V V :" S"- ;v:

-"By George, -, it's .marvelous!'' '. cried
Hopkins, in an ecstasy, «.f .admiration..
"To think that Ihad all- that evidence
in my hand and jnever. kne>v it! Ihad . 9
intended, 1 however, to -go the round-
of the Londoi,opticians."- ' ;-: \u25a0.-•••

"Of course you would. Meanwhile
have you anything more to tell us
about the case?" . ,.. -.

"Nothing, Mr.!Holmes. .I-.think
that you know as much as Ido now—;
probably. '. more. :

'
We ,'have' v had . in- \u25a0

quiries made -as to any;stranger ;seen \u25a0:

on the country roads orat the<railway -;
station. . We \u25a0 have heard ;of.'.' none. .
What beats me Is the utter want of ally

object ihv the crime. . Not', a ghost of.
a motive can any one suggest.".*:: ; :

"Ah! there Iam not in a position to
help you. But Isuppose you want us
to come out to-morrow?" \u0084

"If it Is not asking '. too much,
-
Mr.;

Holmes. There's a train . from ;Char-. ;

ing Cross to Chatham at
-

6 in the;
morning, and we should be at Yoxley '\u25a0>'

Old Place; between 8 and 9.'-'.*../«•-:
"Then we \shall' take;it...' Your,'case >.

has certainly^ some :features. of great;
interest, *

and •I
'
shall cbe .'Tdelighted\:to

look intqfit. it's" nearly I,\and,:

we. had
7
Vbest get., a"I fewrH.'hours' ":

sleep. \u25a0 'I dare Csay Hyou'- can:manage
all right on the" > sofa in front !..ofr
the- fire. :.l'lllight:my;:spirit1lamp;and;,
give .you

'
a cup of'coffee:.before we

start."'. \u25a0 . \u25a0' '\u25a0>"\u25a0', '"'".'\u25a0 ''\u25a0 "\u25a0'
The gale had blown Itself;out next

day, but it was. a bitter morning when-;
we started upon our journey. :,AYe saw;
the cold winter sun rise over the dreary/
marshes „•of:the Thames and'; the ''<- long.fs
sullen reaches of the; river,'/,whichJI\u25a0;>

shall ever associate wlth>our,*- pursuit;.;
c-f the Andaman Islander •in[the :earlier;
days of our career. '/After, a

- long and
weary journey we 'alighted ;at:a-1 small-
station some miles from "Chatham; '-„

While
-
a horsfi was beings put :Into;a. k

trap at the local inn we snatched ahur-V;
ried breakfast, and so ,we were :all
ready for.business 'when we arrived:at -f
Yoxley Old Place.- A constable -met^ us';
at the garden gate.;

"Well, Wilson; any;news?"
."No, sir—nothing." /r,
"No reports of any; stranger seen?" - ,\,
"No, sir. Down at the

•station they

are certain that no *\u25a0'\u25a0' stranger either;,
came or went yesterday."; '•

"Have you had inquiries made at .
inns and lodgings?"

"Yes, sir: there ,is no,one that .'.we
cannot account for." :

- '

"Well,,it's '"only.a.reasonable,, walk; to;
Chatham. Any one might stay. there or-
take a train without- beingiobserved.
This is thc garden -path "*ofiwhich

-
;
-1

spoke, Mr.' Holmes. I'll?\u25a0 pledge my.

word there was no mark•'on it]yester- \u25a0/-
day."Jfipß^nffl 4BBBSP*B@

"On which side were the marks ion
the grass?" \u25a0

"This side, sir. This :narrow margin
-

of ,grass between the . path 'and Y
"
the;'

flower-bed." Ican't see the traces now,;
butthey. were clear to me then." .;.;
\u25a0 ."Yes, yes; seme one' has";passed-
along,"- said Holmes,Istooping; over ]the^'grass border.

'"Our; lady..- must have';;
picked her :steps :;carefully," must;- she 9
not, fiince^ on.the; brie side / sh'e> would";5
leave a.track

'
on,the

'
path, .arid •on":,the .:

other, an even clearer one on;the soft
bedr^nfIHBMPRIBRSHMHPi"Yes, Blr; she must havebeen'a coolv

.hand." \u25a0/-. •'/. _• /;. ;\u25a0;, \u25a0 \u25a0•.".; \u25a0

i*.:>i
..I.«aw an intent look \h pass V over ;\

face.v \u25a0>.-, : .
"You say that ;she must ,have come

-
backr this .way?"; .', ,

"Yes; sir;:there is' no other."
i"On;this strip of grass ?"

"Certainly," Mr.yHolmes." ;i• ,
. "Hum!

-
ItV was ;a

tvery.^ remarkable j"
performance— very\remarkable. 3^ -'\u25a0iWell,''>
L think 5,we -. have « exhausted S the ipath.l;
Let us go farther/ This garden !door is •

usuallyikept :'open, :.I', suppose ? ;.Then v
this:visitor had :nothing-to\do;but • to,
walk in. The idea, of:murder iwas ;not t
inher^ mind^or. she would'have] proyld-;J

> ed;herself with \some :sort 'Iof£ weapon^
instead of-having: to-pick :this iknife;ofl!^
'the!writing table. ; She:advanced

'alongf
thls corridor,-; leavingsnoctraces^upon v-
the cocoanut matting.>;Then {she found^;'
herself; lnHhlsfstudy.^How'ilcmg^was^

•she'. there ?>We' have no means of judg-'
ing.''- ;:\u25a0;.., ,-; . :.^:.^ ..;.\u25a0;/ : ";: -i
.."Not more than a few.minutes; slr.u l=*. forgot,to tell:you\ that \Mrs.''Marker^ theI

• housekeeper.i had!beeniin]there jtidyingI
1not .veryilong^befqre--about';a;quarter}
of an hour,; she says." . , ";' .
:''.'Well,' that glvss us a limit Our.lady
enters .this and '.what% does ?,sha r

<-
dv?

-
She jgoes over \to•thelwriting^ta^

Ible. What for? Not for* anything intheS
""drawers. :;Ifithere; hadIbeen fanything'*'
worth'her, taking,' it',would[surelyjhave!•been locked' up.'- *•No, \u25a0• it

'
wu<for >tome-

thing.In.that ;.wooden :bureau, v'-Halloa!
'

whatils that' scratch upon tha face of
it?$Just ? hold-; a'imatch, ¥Wat«bri. .Why
dldsyoulnot>telltme'ofithis,iHopkins?"
S::The 1mark \ which iwu|examining
began .upon \u25a0 tha ibrasswork 'oh' the <right
ha nd side

"
of the keyhole Iand extended

about ,-,;fQur.j;inchesr (
:«whera £litghad

scratched.the .varnish fronx.the surface;
>;"I'noticed ']it,«Mr."*Holmes,ibut you'll
always; find."scratches-r ound a key-
hole.^.'£-v-.-:C,7; f;::.n> :̂::,-.; :>.;.^ \: ;̂. >--\u25a0;.
: )VThls ;isirecent; 5 quite Jrecent. i.v See
how .the;brass <shjnes iwhere *ittis>;cut,',
An!old scratch iWbuld be"the 1same color
asj the

'
surface.^ Look"atHt'.through' my

lens; 5 thalivarnish;-:*:;too, 'ilike'
earth' onTeach'slde"of a furrow.^ IsMrs;
Markerithere?"ffV:''.; \:?Zi'- •£+£"?\u25a0- \'
.A'sad faced,^, elderly woman came into
the".roomf: ..\'-.' -.V':-' -r:!>-.'-'.i'-..--,; j.-''il'--\:C'-.:\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0? -..;"Did;you dust' this 'bureau: yesterday
morning?". '\u25a0-\u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0' \u25a0:• \u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0' •. : : :
v^*Yes;; sir." :--/'-. '/,.:;•\u25a0=;;\u25a0.\u25a0 . vf^iv";"Did you riotice'thls.scratch?" '.; .:
\u25a0>^'No^sir, irdld<not'^.;;.S'^-; iy-f^^;^i
'"I:am ;"sure ,you

'
did,not,- for a duster

would \ have \ swept \u25a0 away.ithese \shreds
of vvarnish.: ,Who has > the .key. 'of.this
bureau?"-;-' •i}".'; \u25a0?£ :::!'>-.'."- '\u25a0'•^-\u25a0^ • 't. ;'•
•;j;
j"The professor keeps ItJon" his watch

chain." f.:; JiT.'-.vV. '\u25a0;;•;'::.. >,; y\-.^\u25a0•\u25a0'.- \u25a0 '-;. -.
ifa simple ;key ?'!\u25a0>' vll.; ,-•;"J/.

>;"No;;sir/it;ls ra'Chubb'S:key.".> /.
•

;5 "Very1 good.'; s Mrs. Marker, siyou1can
go.""; Now.we^ are making, a little prog-
ress.

'
Our .ilady., enters ;the Sroom, f ad-

vancesito 'the bureau; 1and either opens
itVor trlestordo so, - WhilSish* Is thus:
engaged;^.young -Wllloughby^Smith en^i
ter3." the!room. • In'.her, hurry.'- to^ with-
draw ,the

'key ;•she \ makes \this :\u25a0 scratch
upon', the'door.'" .\u25a0 He seizes her,* and she,1
snatching object,' which'
happen^ to be this knife," strikes: at him'
in order

"
to;make :him {let 'go -

his • hold.
The blow is •a!fatal one.^He falls farid
she :escapes; either, with jorwlthouVthe
object ifor^which she . has come; ? Is':Su- \u25a0

san, 4 the)' maid, ithere.? ';Could; any ione ';
have got' awayj through that •door after
the time that you heard :the .'cry,'; Su-:
san?'.';".'-::/i'. ;!

-
:\u25a0\u25a0
' :,'-:;

-
:'_.'/\u25a0 \u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0;: \u25a0'-••••"\u25a0', -'',?; ii.;\'\';

.'"No,, sir, 'itis .impossible^ Before Vl
got

"
down,the stairs I'd<have

*
seen :.any

one.in;the -passage. .Besides, '\u25a0.the/door;
never, opened,* or I,would -have; heard
it."

' -',;\u25a0 £ii>:i>i-:-
;

,\u25a0 \u25a0':-rv'.,Av;,'4v,
i
>.;-;,

:.:"That settles his exit. „\u25a0'.Then";no"doubt
the lady went out the; way she cariie.-;I
understand v that ::this.«*other passage
Jeads 'Ionly^ to the ».:professor's .' room.'
There is no' exit'that', way?" •-' -^ ',
/'vVNo,;sir."^.:,;- '\u25a0':\u25a0• ;•;.. ;.-. :\u25a0; \u25a0"- \u25a0 ... ,
/"We shall go. down".lf'ahd make the
acquaintance of the professor, jjHalloo,:
Hopkins !jthis;is

'very.vimportant," very
iriiportant,'. indeed: . ';,The prof essor's cor-
ridor :is \u25a0 "also

-
lined- with

'cocoanut Imat-
:ting.";.'••:.:'- :.

;:
'..i'."---',:-;.-7:-.\;'»"-- :'\u25a0''\u25a0':\u25a0\u25a0 r<

* "Well, islr^what of;that?V ;v;v .%\u25a0
-

.;;
.;"Don't:you [seeTany; bearing. upon the

rase ?,fWell, well;Idon|t insist upon it.
rCo^-'doubt'- 1 am wrong.'. And .;yet."-it
seems „to'-;me:to be- suggestive.'. Come
.with;me*and .-introduce; me."/ > -''\u25a0'\u25a0 \u25a0"L.--j-We"L.--
j-We -passed; downs, the;passage, 'iWhich
was '•of the :same; length;as

'
that \u25a0 which

'led;to the garden.-; At(thesend\was a.
short flight of:steps \u25a0, ending iin(a door.*
Our' guide \u25a0 knocked, ,and:then ;'ushered
'us into; the. professor's :\u25a0.;': .
j jltv was -a .very«:large •.chamber,*, lined
with Innumerable iyolumes.* which \u25a0 had
overflowed from, the shelves; and .lay;in
piles; in^theVc6rhers,':'or;;> were.? stacked
allround at"the^bas6 of the cases.' :;.The

"Youngimen %have .their,? hidden :
g troubjes— flome

'
affair,of the :heart,' per-j

J'haps* 4 whichl\w'*^'have j£never4known.*:,'.It• isia more \u25a0probable' supposition .than:;murder." -•:";.^-"-f":v-v;-'-;:

v •'Butithe^ eye-glasses ?*r <. V
"Ah!:Iam;only;a.studentT-a man of

f.dreams.'** I%cannot 'r. explain >;the {,prac- '•
:things >ofSiife^" But

'
still.lweJare

5awara,"^ my£frleridrJ^ that 7"*lovefgages ;
may take strange shapes. By allmeans
;take another,cigarette._ Itis a/.pleasure. 1

•;; to see iany,; one;:appreciate '.them so.' A
}\u25a0 fan;,a

'
glove, glasses— who knows -what:

<*article
'may .- be| carried fas ta;• token -or

% treasured iwhenfa
'
man. fputs \u25a0an fend;toi

his vlife ?;'£This "< gentleman? Vspeaks v of
::footsteps \tn| the v-grass, '%but.Rafter / all,•

\u25a07 itiis f:easy %to "vbe> mistaken-. oh*>such ;a
point. "AsitoUhetknife.jitinflght*well

:. be;thrown;; farifrom% the 3unfortunate
':.:niariias \he|fell's It~ is '.possible? thatil
: speak ;as *a.<child,'/but tto-me ?It

"
seems

d that
-I.Willoughby ,5Smith has met:his:

;;fate.:by;his:qwn hand.', V.. V, -,' '*-;/'
\Holmes fseemed struck ,by;the .theory

;/ thus jput,:forward, ~';and he continued
'
to':

valk up arid, down for some time, lost
'-\u25a0 in, thought >• andv -consuming .s cigarette-
Rafter s cigarette.- v/:;.-:^/',':. i^-..".'" -. \u25a0 ', .«

\u25a01';>"Tell::me,!Pfofessor Corarn',".: he 'said,
;at";last,;:"what -is \ln\In ';thaf cupboard <In'
the:bureau 7'Vv'J;., :\ :\u25a0 \u25a0•' .- ..' "Nothing;,that .would;' help, a" /thief.";

-\u25a0 Family * papers, letters ;from
•
;my;poor;

;\u25a0 wife,;* diplomas ";of:universities \i-which*'
.-,havef done me ;honor.':. Here ;is 'the 'key;
>You;can >:l6ok^for;,yourself. 'V«; .. -:.,%.',

Holmes.
'
picked iup;the key,and :looked:

Wat ;it\for:an" instant; 3 then he \handed-^ it
:.':'' fl''f1

''
'.-'.,-. '\u25a0 '-

\u25a0 „' \u25a0'" .':\u25a0' '- "\u25a0: '- '
:-'.: -'.

le^VNo,'I.hardly.^ thirik4that*. it"would
*help

'
me," Isaid ;he.V A",Ir should -\u25a0. prefer

fto ;'-;go \u25a0,quietly; down \to \u25a0} your;;garden
.'and turnUhe ;whole matter.' over tin,my
rhead^^There: is "something.to be said; for t

;» the \u25a0 theory1ofSuicide -which/you ;have :

put', forward.^ We .'must ''apologize* for
.-having Jintruded^upon: you,.tProfessor
:Coram," arid '<!? promise^that ;w.e won't
:disturb^you*untU7.after^lynch.'c fAt;' 2

-;o'clock^ weiwill;come' again <and ;report
r to youi'an.ything iwhlch.may -have ;nap-;
<pened:in',the interval.''^; ,; '

.\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0"--,
>;>riHolme's /.was :« curiouslyfdistrait, "and;

rwerfwalked %up~i. and
'
down ".the "garden \u25a0. ;path >for sorrie > time" in.si\ence. '/ij., v

-, , y
5 : VHayefyouTa; clew?""I;asked, at -last.
."ItIIdepends

''-•upon
". those" cigarettes

that I',smoked," :said »he.'v "It'isvpossi-
Vble*that*;l',am;utterly;.;mistaken. The
1;cigarettes show 1me." :>' <:

- -
J"A dear? «• Holmes,'.' -I/;exclaimed,'

r
"how.on' earthr— '.'. '\u0084 \:. --, .: ,

\u25a0\u25a0 .. ;i'Well;.'well,, you ..may; see ;". for;,your-
"

\u25a0/•self. '-.\u25a0 If
•not,". there's '.no;harm'; done. -•Of

P course, jwe.always '."'have i":the -optician'
? 'clew Hoifall:back^upon,"? but \u25a0I'take a
;short cut-when'l can get ifcvAh, here is ]*

the •{goodk Mrs.
'
Marker!-^Let -]\u25a0us r enjoy

ffive;minutes Iof:instructive conversa-
•'.tion'.with her." \u25a0

'
\u25a0 .' "

:Iimay shave > remarked
-
.before '.'\u25a0 that

%Holmes had;: when he liked; a peculiarly,
6ißgratiatirig.way. with women,*1,and [that
v he -'very.ireadily iestablisheds-terms iof'

confidence iWith them. Vinthalf the; time
'•'iwhich*'he;had; named, ;he^had 1captured
-'.the housekeeper's. goodwill,*-:and >:was

as if'he'had^known";. ..';\u25a0 ,'- '\u25a0-'-\u25a0 -':':\u25a0 >\u0084--.r;:;.
ft:ArYes,tMr.:*Holmes,i itMs as*you:say,'He' does smoke something terrible.
,TAII*day rand fsometimes Vair- night,:\sir.

\u25a0 -.I've*;seen -,;that v1v1room t*of$a
-morning^

Hwell;isir.lyou'dIhave thought it
• was ".a

-London^ fog.VIPoor,^ young
'
Mr.

*'Smith;
'
bed ;was jIn:,the' center^of the room, "and;:•
in'. it,1propped upiWittfpillows..was the ,:"owner;- ofr the /f house. ;I

~
have ,'. seldom"

seen a more remarkable looking'personlV
ItIwas V,a 'j gaunt;\ aquiline tface ? whichV
'was '.turned /toward rt us, with"t:piercing I
fdark?eyes,f"whichVlurked'iln« deep';.- hoi-:;:
lowsTundef overhung and tufted'bro^VS;/.

halr'farid sbjtard;.were >| white,*sav*t
fthat \the-: latter 'curloi^sly*stained
with yello^r,*arpundf his Ini.outh".\= *,A'?rcl£;
i^arette glowed amid; the tangle of white;;hair,, and >the air of the 'room; was fetid
with stale tobacco-smoke. ;»A.s, he;: held
out hls'hand^to-' Holmes;- IVperceived^
that ;it;was < also' stained., with

*yellow*
nicotine.; \u25a0;"".'\u25a0-; "/\u25a0'•\u25a0'•" \u25a0'.\u25a0• !"• \-\:'*-- '^/ -J'';i'\u25a0"

A smoker, :Mr.V'Hoimes ?"
;.said!he,.

speaking*in well-chosen '.Engllsh'r with>

ia*curious 'little\u25a0 mincing;accent.'.
'"Pray .';

:take a+ clgarette^jTAnd^ you^fslr ?;lcan
srecommend for;\u25a0 11have theniIes--
pecially prepared' by^lonides 'of vAlex-t
andria. . He sends « me

'
a;,thousand ;at 7

aUime, and'l grieveito'say^thatilhave^
to1arrange jfor,aIfresh vfsupply:,every

-
fortrilghtr";;Bad, Isir,;.very;bad; \u25a0;but;an;

\u25a0old'I!man; has {few; pleasures. ';VTobacco',;
and % my,- work-^that is

-
all% that ~, is lieft \

to]me." ::''.- i-'?.'.'{:':.Q-~~; '\u25a0 '\u25a0 :\u25a0: \u25a0 '/ -::..-/' "'_';\u25a0'
'-H;;.~

r Holmes 'had? lit<a and .was ;

shooting; little darting;glances all over.;
the -r00m. .: ;.';>? :..",;

'
:.:"-a -.. • :1:

1-':-. "•"
:-* v,;.;.' :'-\u25a0 C

V "Tobacco and my,work,;but now onlyi
.tobacco,". r. the i

-
oldr:man

-
-; exclaimed, i

'."Alas!V what;;:a- •;fatal "'interruption !|
WhoIcould \u25a0 have ;foresaenTsuch'" 1a,terri-
,blef catastrophe ?iv.s So .",' estimable," ,a

young
'
man!iIassure \youithat, after ;

'a few,months'^ training; he was:an ad-
mirable; assistant. What; do you think
of.the- matter," 4Mr. Holmes?" . .'

VI*have riot yet 'made
'up '<my:mind."

"I,shall "iindeed *be.indebted ) to '1you 5
Ifiyou -5 can throw a* light::where tall;is;

so ': dark ;t0...us. *To\u25a0- a;pooribookworm
*

and ,invalid.like ,!myself £such 7a'- blow:
is \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 paralyzing.tt I[seem" toihave ;lost;the ;
faculty of thought :.;.;But-you- are 4a

'
manr of,action— you" are ;"a man Vof:'af-"
fairs. ;Itis

'
part of the ,everyday;; rou-;-

'of ''< your;; life; >You fcan;preserve;
your:balance; in";every emergency.' .We

\u25a0 are;ifortunate;'; indeed, vin% haying;you ;-
;at our side."; "\

•'
\u0084: '\u25a0*:'\u25a0: /:.:'\u25a0.\u25a0.'\u25a0/':. .. ;"... \u25a0"

•. Holmes was pacing up ;and /down one
sideifof-.the11*room:- whileXthe*,old.'pro-:

-.fessor Iwas *talking.*'I-observed jthat }he ,
was - smoking i"with\ extraordinary 2rap-^

:idlty.":Its wasIevident! that he \shared :
our:host's l*liking,for \u25a0 the

"
fresh;Alex-.;

andrlan .^cigarettes/ 1~ ';*"-:\':X /.X*i:b';
"<\u25a0.'. \u25a0\u25a0'."Yes; "sir,v;ity,is .a: crushing blow,',*.''
said {.the;old*

man.' :~'.'That jis
'
my,mag- ?

numiopus-irthe I'pilaiofIpapers onithe
\u25a0 tide1table :(yonder.' -.1.It5is fmy;: analysis \Jof;the? documents jfound "In the; Coptics
jmonastery iof&"Syria;;:? and% Egypt, a
;work.;which;will'cut ?deep iat the" very
:foundation; of 1religion.* -With '\u25a0
my;enfeebled

*
health

'
I:;do .not; know;

:,whether|l? shall': ever. be: able 5 to com-j
;pleteMt;;/ now that- my assistant -has
>been :s.: s. taken .? from.me. ;Dear^ me! Mr.;;
>rHolmes,'! why,* you|are -even ;a:quicker
ismoker tha'nvl '\u25a0- am <myself." ,
J v Holmes ', smiled^:? . ": :t < ;^ >-•"! .. '/\u25a0
i.j"I;!am %ay connoisseur,-*' -

said
--
he,.:tak-"

;"iIng.;another \u25a0cigarette
*

from
'
the ;\u25a0box-r„his %fourthr-and ylightingUlt% from:;the

r stub; of;that', which;he
'
had. flnlshedl'ft"ll

"willvnotftrbuble J you with \any,!: lengthy;
icross-examination;^ Professor ;Corara^']since ''Itgather.l.thattyou \u25a0 were '-.ln";.bed*. at ;th'e^tlme 3of 2the \crimed and

'
could\'

know.*-nothing Iabout '; it.^-11would {onlyI*
askIthis;;iWhatIdo "]you

-
imagine ;that.this tpoor> fellowimeant*
'by/;;his last

Swords: /".'The*profeesor-^-lt bwas fBhe?"'^
'\u0084;;. The; professor^s hook;his;head. v;,

-' :, ;.
. \u25a0 V'Susan^ is v a /country ? girl,'*-?said Jhel':'."andIyoujknow* the

'
incredible Istupid- \u25a0

ity ;of :that \'class. ;\u25a0 Ifancy,\ thatkthe"
\poor- fellow^murtnurad ">. some '-Incoher-f
ent, vflelirious;vwords, \u25a0 and iithat ffshe
;twisted ;them into

'
this ;meaningless

;? message."':;: v;'.,' \u25a0• .... ./ :"v
::;: .''..- ;;

\u25a0

*"I:" see." You'-'have vno explanation
;yourself of

*
the Xtragedy?"' ; . ;.;

f>:^"Possibly. an \u25a0 7accident,^ •possibly—l
ronly,breathe it among ourselves— fc suit

he was;a1smoker \u25a0 also, ;,but:not.so baa
\u25a0\u25a0 as [,the ;;professor.V His < health^well, >I
'don't \u25a0knowithat iitlis 'better nor worse

'

-for) the"!smoking." . . ; ,; \u25a0

\u25a0}% VAh!
"
Isaid

-Holmes, "but it \u25a0kills.the :
'appetite.'*',-"'.'. '.&\u25a0'

' -- - - :",';•' '"\u25a0\u25a0::\u25a0\u25a0'•" - :•':•
s^.'Well;iIdon't kknotw tabout that, sir.'*
P'^ill• suppose' the professor :eats hardly

-
?ai»ythlng?" "X . -' \u25a0"'\u25a0\u25a0>*' '\u25a0'-\u25a0:'- .':.*"•\u25a0\u25a0'"''; \u25a0\u25a0'.

he Isivariable. 7 I'llsay. that •
;for!hlm." . *r. ' / l-^.f-'v- . .

'
> '\u25a0-\u25a0"••. '\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0"'\u25a0

J,."1'1l wager he took .no breakfast .this
'

morning, and .won't face his, lunch after,-:all the cigarettes I• saw him consume.",
1 '.'Well,' you're out there, sir,' as ithap-;
pens, for he ate a ;remarkably; 4big
breakfast ".this morning. I:don't;know
whenll'Ve known ;him

'
make = a better,

one, .and Ihe's ordered^ a .'good Idish
'
of

cutlets r7r7 for \u25a0 his ":lunch. :: I'm sur- :-'
iprised

' myself,' . for . sinee .:.-';I:. came
Into,: thati

~~~
room,>*.

-
yesterday ;iand

(saw; -young^;! Smith- .'lying": .there-
,on;the".floor,;l-couldn'tsbear^to.look at
foodov.Well, it takes all' sorts to jmake

\u25a0'al world,;and! the> Professor.? hasn't "[ let'
:it'take hisTappetite away.'l ."*. _ T£%'.

,>.We- loitered Ithe^morning Jaway \ \n\
the garden.? a \u25a0 Stanley]': Hopkins >had-
gone idowny to. the;village|to1look into \u25a0

some" rumors -of a strange woman;who j
har^been seen by some chlldreji^on the'
Chatham) RoadItheIprevious |morning.

-As Ito"imy '- friend;" allthis:,usual ;energy
"• seemed i. to> \u25a0* haye bdeserted-'him. '-'-.:l;had
inever Jknown'-•-him xhandle', a'» case \u25a0 in:

\u25a0 such v a half-hearted \u25a0 fashion.
-
Even •

the vnews .brought ?x?xback ?;by vHopkins
that '1he • had:found' children.land:thatI
they had undoubtedly -seen a:woman:

=exactly.cbrrespondting :•with*-Holmes'
.description,', and -^wearing,~k either., spec-.

\u25a0 tacles i:or \ eye-glasses; 1failed \u25a0>to1rouse
;any Vsignfofskeen. interest.v :Hei.was-
more 1:: attentive -iwhenf Susan; who
,waited :upon:us :at;lunch;; volunteered !
1the*information ? that' she,; believed Mr.
;Smith1had ibeenIout ?or ? aLwalk;yes- .
]terdaylmorhlngrr and .that s he:had only

'returned (half an.hour abefore the trag-
\u25a0 edy J occurred.\t; Iicould

'
not .myself see

theIbearing yof ;;incident; but £1;
clearly \u25a0 perceived -^that /Holmes -.was \u25a0

J itiinto.the jgeneral X,scheme
which,1he «had p formed ':\u25a0 ln%his :•brain: -

'- Suddenly :•-heisprang '
from his ;chair ;

fandfglancedsatymyu'.watch. 'ITwo
'o'clock,';" gentlemen,"., said i:he. ,; :"We :

"must golup"and;have!it.out; with our
\u25a0 friend; theProfessor.'^;:;:--: • ,:
'

The* old man Yhad >Just|finlshed c his
:lunch,-?; and

'
certainly/ his £empty,, dish

boreievidence Ltoithe$*'good 'appetite
Iwhich^his%housekeeper^ had ,;credited'
him. ;SHa twas, 4indeed.%, a^welrd figure

•as heiturned^hls iwhiteimarie )and ;.his
glowing;eyes Uoward <us.3The ? eternal \
cigarette S; .smoldered h in:his • mouth."

<He hadibeen^dressed^* and j-was seated
in?an rarmchalr.".by. the ifire.*;":.

-
,;A :\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0 ';-.

"Well,; Mr. Holmes, ,have you solved
ithis7mystery syet ?": He '«;shoved '^ the;
large jtin? of s cigarettes iwhlch: stood \on
ia"table<beside?him>towardfmy^com-^
panion. NIHolmes ;stretched ;•;:out his

•hand vat ? the.\u25a0> same :moment,,- and be-;
:tweeri> themCthey Uipped '\u25a0 the ibox [over,
the edge.

"
For .a.% minuteior.,two lwe.

Vwereiall-on[our!knees \retrieving stray,
•cigarettes' \u25bafrom Impossible, •: places.;

i'r we
":i'=rose i:again,-: I-observed-

Holmea'iieyes ;C were>, shining ,i.and „his
Cheeks C tinged "withUolor;|y Only;atia

f' crisis -have rI;seen )those battle-signals

/Stanley jHopklns ;'and >15
'
stared in

f atriasement. >rj:Something ;like .;a;sneer
':quivered' over tha gaunt features of the
toldip'rotesßor,Vv^\\;;>.^.^^"£-;',»_V;-\
: rindeed! pin the garden?'^. . . ".•./... • , ••.">•

\u25a0;.\u25a0\u25a0-. \u25a0:\u25a0 -:»; ?
-

;y'.^;,<:-~
J^ '\u25a0•\u25a0 ;

'- -
\u25a0\u25a0-,-'

1"Your' ar«;'i •urely^v Joking,>;Sherlock'
VTous compel Ima \to1 tell ;you';thattthisTisitooiseriou«ialmatter;tOibe

'i treated r*in:sueh 1;alfashion.".- ;r.: -.i;...' *

?xi"1have"? forged;and!^tested Iaveryjlink
so^roy|chain;?ProfessoriCoranvi.andll
am sura that;it11»

'
aound. What \your

:motives .are,> or,-.whatiexactipart :- you•.
play;ln this strange business' lam- not
)yetiable ? toisay.'. •:InIa \u25a0: few|minutes k

vI
shall jprobably ihear ?it \u25a0 from jyourIown \u25a0

lips.; •*Meanwhile';":1-^,wUl.1reconstruct
.what ,is :past ? fonyour.;benefit,; so;that
youJ may^ know;the \u25a0information '\u25a0 which

\u25a0I. stilljrequire; t '.'-•.."••/•-"-'\u25a0
":' yesterday .entered ."'your.-;

study. .;.She^caine with the intention': of ,
possessing herself of certain; documents
iwhich vwere,iin£your -bureau. -.', She

-had '\u25a0

a>key:of;her; own."XIhave
*
had an \u25a0 op-- 4

!portunlty>of examining yours,
'
and I

'
do :

not; find that slight discoloration which .
the vscratch % made "upon", the ,war-i
hishvrf.would t','have ',produced.'' .': -You.
were>not % anYaccessory - therefore and j
she came,'' so^ far asIcan" read the cvi-

\u25a0dence/ ;.without your knowledge to rob
;
v'";,:*\u25a0:-. v, ... -\u25a0-.-' ~: \u0084

~
\u25a0

"»,The professor blew,a cloud from>hls
lips.* VThis is most interesting and in-f
structive.'^said he^ .."Have you nomore
\u25a0to- add CiSurely, 5-'having traced, this lady

so far, you can; also say rwhat has be-
come \u25a0of her." / .
-iv'l-^ill^endeaverito.do. so. « In the.
first"-place she was seized -by your, sec-"-
:retary.i" and:;stabbed himi.in order to
escape." "This Vcatastrophe I7am?*in-,
.clined, to regard as an,unhappy acci-.-;-
;dent,sjfor;lam convinced that the lady
had no Intention "of.inflicting so griev-
ous;:an \injury. An assassin does not
come unarmed. Horrified by what she
had done, >';she rushed* wildly, away
.from the ', scene ,of the tragedy.

'
Un-

,fortunately ;for her, 7she ;had lost her
glasses in^the ,'scuflie.'J and as she was :
|extremely.; short-sighted she:. was' really
ihjelplessvwithout them. She ran down

-
p.]corridor,; which she -imagined to :be'
that by* which: she had" come—^both

-
;were ;\u25a0 lined with cocoanut smatting— 7
and itiwas only when '<it was too late
that-she, understood: that, she had
taken the1f wrong passage and that her ;

.retreat ;was."cut 6*ff behind »her. /She
couldnot remain w.here she was.
,n*ust gp'on. She /went on.: She mounted
a stair, pushed open a door, and found
herself in your room." :

'
\u25a0 \

/V-The' old man ;sat ;with his .mouth :
.open; ;-, staring wildly at

'
Holmes.

Amazement* and fear ;were stamped-
.upon -his /expressive ; features. Now,
.with an effort, he shrugged his shoul-
ders and :burst into,insincere laughter.
V.l'All-.very fine; Mr. Holmes," said
he.*',;^ "But'ithere is one little' flaw in
your ;splendid theory. Iwas. myself
in;my.;room, ~ and Inever left It dur-
ing the :,day.".."
/;;"Iv;am aware of that. Professor
Coram.'' "C^^^BSSSH.'"And*you mean to say. that. Icould
He <upon:that

-
bed and .not :.be aware

that ;a..woman- had entered my room?" .
,ii"Inever. said so. You were.aware of
it.:You;spoke . with her....You, recog-
nized her.' ;iYou aided. her' toiescape.'* \''-Again the \professor iburst Into high-;
keyed • laughter. ,He had irisen '.to jhis .
1feet \ and '; his.eyes -:glowed;like .embers. .

;V; V "You
'
are =mad!" he cried. \u25a0 "You are ;

? talkingcinsanely. I,helped ,her "to:es- ,
"cape? .\u25a0.v. Where/. is she now?" ",."\u25a0-.-'
'""'.'She is,there," said Holmes, and he'pointed to a(high bookcase in the cor-
ner jof; the iroom. .:^;Isaw, the old man throw up his arms,

'.ar.terriblel;convulsion ;passed -: over.t 'his
? grim face, 'and he fell back inhis chair.
'At:the ?

:samel instant :the .;bookcase at
which;Holmes

'pointed swung round
upon a hinge, and a woman rushed out
;into 'the room. "You are "right!"she
;cried,' lna strange, foreignj-vo-ice. "You;
;are right!";I{am here."

his villainy,".;said .; she. '.'Among our
comrades :ofitheiorder there ,was one #
who was the ?' friend of myiheart, j/He
was tnoble, unselfish, loving-^all.. that
my husband waa notl, He-hated
lence. .We were >all vguUtyr4f ,; that is
guilt—but,he _was \u25a0not.v He2wrote for
ever,dissuading ua'froin aucha'course.
These ;-• letters iwould;have ,'saved him.
So would my.diary,"inwhich, from day

to day. Ihad entered both:my feelings

toward \u25a0 him ]and ', the •view, which each
ofius had .taken. My husband t

-
found

and 't kept.; both;diary and .-» letters.' He,
hid them, ,and

-
he

"
tried

'
hard Ito

'swear
away the young, man's Hfel .'In:this ha
failed, but Alexis was sent a convict to
Siberia, > whera^now,^ at <thls moment,

be
*

works }InJa "~ salt mine. .Think of
that, you ;villain, \u25a0•you villain!

—
now.

now,.at ithis .very moment, Alexis, a
man whose name

'you are not worthy

to speak, works and lives like a slave,

and yet I.have your life in my hands,
and Ilet you go."

."You-were always a noble woman,
Anna,"!sald the old man;pufflng at his
cigarette. •

;She had risen; but she fell back asrain
with a little cry of vain.
"Imust finish." she said. "When

my.,term was over.Iset myself to get
the diary,and letters which.;ifsent to
the Russian Government, would t>ro-
cure my friend"s release. Iknew, that
my husband had come to Encland.
After;months of searching Idiscover-
ed where he was. Iknew that he still
had;the", diary,: for when I\u25a0 was in Si-
beria Ihad a letter from him, once, re-
proaching 'me and quoting some pas-
sages from its pages. Yet Iwas sure
that with his .revengeful nature, he
would never give It to me of his own
free will. Imust get it for myself..
With this object Iengaged an agent
from a private detective firm, who en-
tered my husband's house as a secre-'
tary—it was your second secretary.
Sergiua, the one who left you so hur-
riedly. He found that papers were kept
in the cupboard, and he got an Impres-
sion of the key. He would.not co far-
ther. He furnished :me with a plan of
the house, and he told me that in tha
forenoon the study was always empty,
as the secretary was employed up here.
So ,at last Itook courage •in. both
hands, and Icame down to set the
papers for myself. Isucceeded: but at
what a cost!
"Ihad Just taken the papers and was

locking the cupboard/ when- tha youns:
man seized me. Ihad seen him already
that morning... He had met me on the
road, and. lhad asked him to tell me
where Professor Coram lived,; not
knowing that he was Inhis employ."

"Exactly! exactly!" said Holmes.
"The secretary came, back and told his
employer, of• the <\u25a0 woman he had met:
Then in,his last breath he tried to
send a message that it. was

-
she

—
tha

she. whom he had just discussed with
him." '\u25a0

:\u25a0 "You«must let •me
* sr>eak," said

"
the

woman, Inan imperative voice and her*
face \u25a0 contracted as If In pain. "When
he' had fallen I

'
rushed- from: the room,

chose the :wrongr door and found«my-
self in my husband's room. He spoke
of

-
giving me

* up.* Ishowed him.that
"

if he did so his life was in my hands.
If:he gave me to the law,-,Icould
give'him the

'
Brotherhood. Itwas

not that
"
l*wished to live for :my own

sake,. but, lt was .that Idesired to ac-
complish niy purpose. .He "knew that
I.would do . what.Isaid— that:hlsrown
fate was \u25a0 involved in mine. :For that
reason and for no other he shielded me.. she .was '

Drown
-
wun.tne «oust, ana

draped -.withsthe cobwebs, ;which \u25a0had
;come 'from J the -walls :.of ;her ihiding-.
-place. "Her face/ too, was streaked with'
;grime, and 'at' the best ehe ;could never
.• hay been '-handsome,': for,she >had': the'
exactiphysical V characteristics i.which

Ihad^divined, ,with,;in \u25a0; addition,
ailong and ;obstinate chln.:\u25a0"{Whatiwlth'
her,-: natural .:blindness, ;,and -what with
the :change ;from

'
dark to flight, she

'stood as one.dazed, blinking about' her
?to see"; where ? and wholwe jwere.

'
And

t yet,-;in spite of all.these disadvantages,
:there' was a' certain \nobility, in the ,wo-
': man's -bearing-^-a •gallantry, in

'
the de-

"flant fchin and jinr the
"

;upraised . \u25a0 head,
"which '\u25a0 compelled something \u25a0 of respect
and admiration.
•': Stanley .-. Hopkins had laid„his hand
upon, her .'arm- and claimed her as. his
prisoner,1but she waved him aside gent-

.lyV;- and- ;yet ;., with an :overmaster-
\u25a0;ing dignity which "compelled obedience.

'\u25a0' The oldiman lay back in his chair with. a'\u25a0* twitching Aface, .:and stared • at.her-
with'brooding eyes. : •/;Y:>,"Yes/isir,\I

,;am'." your prisoner,"
-
she .

;said.v,"From- where *Istood Icould
\u25a0ihear.;everything, «and ;Iknow:that

'
you

-.: haveVlearned the \truth. I
-

confess vlt
S'all/p It*".was -.l^.whovkilled /,'the young-
man. But you~ are right^-ybu\who say
it was

"
anvaccldent. -I

"
dld,;not even

\know,that*it: was a knife'which Iheld
." in';': ray."hand, for t in.' niy "

despair
'
I

snatched anything .from the table ,and'
:struck at him" to make him" let;me' go.
It Is the \u25a0truth'Uhat-r.telL"- i

v. i'Madam,'.' said Holmes, ;"Iam \u25a0 sure
,that' Itiisvtheitrutb.V Ifear;that you
are far from '.well.*-*

- .. _\u25a0\u25a0". .„.. '
X :;She :had '.turned ja;dreadful *color,,the .
more :;ghastly i;under .-? the "dark:-

dust-
streaks ,upon her. face.-; She seated her-*
self 'on' the side bf the bed; then^ she re-

\sumed.
\u25a0^;

-
Vl;have only 'allttle, time;here,"-she

\u25a0said," "but;l"would;have ;yqu;to ;know,
Ivthe .whole truth!f.Iam this man's wife.".
•*He|l'si\noti an vEngllshman.\;He Is a
•;Russian."'

"
His? name 11will}not;tell." '.'

For the*first time Ithe old man stirred.
|"GOd bless you, Anna!'.'. he cried.:"God

\u25a0

N

bless -you!!'"\ \u0084 -/'\u25a0•. ..\u25a0
.; She.cast a look of the deepest disdain

:in'Lhis fdirection.' ..t
"
Why ,;should:you;

cling:solhard tto \ that \lifelof
!
-
yours.t Sergius?'-' \she said.~"lt ,has done
harm to;many,', and good .to•none-rnot
even /to \u25a0: yourself, v However, it

"
is ;not

?k for me Ito•cause )the.frail,thread to be
:''- snapped ;before!^ God's i:time. p.._ I\-have^
'}enoughT already .fupon imyisoul 'since/I.
: crossed \the ?> threshold ;fofkthis ;cursed
jhouse.' Butil must speaker Ishall -be

•/too late, r '.'.'\u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0"\u25a0\u25a0' -i- ;\u25a0-' ':'\u25a0 >'\u25a0 -''•-•,-\u25a0

"Ihave>said, .gentlemen," ':.that Iam
ithis 'man's Lwlfe/^He ,wasiflfty;and !l»a
-\ foolish igirl.'cf. twenty^when-weimar-
;ried.>lt was .in a"city,of Russia, a uni-

versity—l v will;not name .the.place.",. '* -
\u0084

Cv.iVGod ibless V you,' "Anna!
"

murmured
the :old:man,again.^SGS||BplWMß
S.'iWe were '\u25a0 reformers-rrevolutlonlsts—

1Nihilists, «you Sunderstand. IHevand 'jI
sand

'
many more... -Then

*
there sjcame * a

"Ctlme.'of r trouble.% a -police ? was
;,killed.',.'many /.were v;arrested, ;evidence
iwas wanted, and \in order ;to save this

own "life and a great 'reward
k:my,husband ibetrayed his own wife and*
his s compnnlons.'", lYea.^.we iwereIallVarr.

\u25a0rested upon his confession. :^Some'of us
k tound four .way to the gallows/ and some
;1 to Siberia.-^ l.was among; these last.^but
* my^term was not

'
for";ixfe.is My,husband

came to•:England *•with^his \ill*,;gotten

gainsjand has livedInquiet ever^ since,
knowing,well that if the/ Brotherhood

S;knewiwherejhelwasj' not!a ,week i;would
: pass jbefore| justicelwouldIbe;done.? C',
c <HThe rold!rold!man reachea out a' trembling
hand; and helped himself to a cigarette.

£;'! Jamii»*your}hands,*; Anna,"jsaid
'
he-

v,«!You^were always; good itoime/' :;' "Ihave not yet told you the height of

He -thrust me into that,dark' hiding-*
placer-a

'
relic of old.days, known only

to himself. ,"He" took his .meals- In his
own room and. so was able to,'give me
'gart "of.his food.I,*It. was ..agreejd" that
when the,police Jeft the house! should

[slip,away by night and .come.back no
;more. "But Insome way you have read
iour•plans." '

;\u25a0She :tore- from;the bosom
of,her 'dress :'a? small

'
packet. .VThese'

are my last iwords," sald^she; "here la
the "packet which,.will save Alexis. I"
confide it to your honor anff- to. your

\u25a0 love of, justice. Take it! ;de-
liver, itat'the Russian Embassy. Now

.Ihave! done my.'duty. and—
"

y
her!" /cried ,Holmes. . He had

bounded .- across
'
the room and ''had

.wrenched a small phial from her hand.
VAToo late!" she said, sinking1back on
the .bedr "Too;late! Itook the :poison
before Ileft, my hiding place. My

head.swims! I.am
"

going! Icharge
your, sir, to' remember the packet.".

:VA'«simple .case, and yet. in', "some
waysi an "instructive one," Holmes re-
marked, as :we traveled back to town.
"It>hinged from outset • upon tthe
pince-nez. .But for .the /\u25a0 fortunate
chance ;of.lithe 'dying...man -having
seized .these, I.am not sure that
we;could ever have reached

*
our 'so-

\u25a0-lution."; ,Itrwas ;dear .to ,-.me,,.from
the strength of, the glasses,' that
the .wearer, must "have •. -been
very blind and helpless when deprived
of them. When you asked ma. to be-
lieve that she walked along a narrow
strip of grass without;once ;making
a false step, I

;remarked, .as you.may,
remember, that' it was;a noteworthy

>performance. :"\u25a0;:In my mind .'.11set it
Idown -,as ." an .impossible

'
performance,

rsave :in the -unlikely.case that she had
a second pair,of glasses./ 1,was forced,

therefore, to seriously, consider the
• hypothesis that "she had .remained
\within*the ,house. On 5perceiving tha
\u25a0'. similarity;of;the

'
two corridors, it,be-.came clear that :she* mightivery easily

Ihave 'made' such ;a:'mlstake, and, in
that;case,

''
itr.was \ evident :-that she

must . have entered -•.' the ..professor's
:-room: Iwas keenly..:on ;the .;alert,
'therefore,* for^whatever -would, bear
out; thls~, supposition, ,andil'examined

-the room narrowly- for,-anything :in
; the '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 shape 'of .)a /hiding,place. The
carpet seemed continuous ,and firmly
nailed, so Idismissed Ithe J Idea of;a
trap ."door.\ There .=might .well be a
recess behind '* the books. As, you

'
ara

aware, .such' devices are 1common.In-
old libraries.';I

*
observed Lthat books

were piled :on the ;floor at .all.other.
.' points., but that' one;bookcase was left
:clear.' This, then, might* be the door.
I:could - see no

'
marks to guide me,

". but \the "carpet \ was \u25a0; of;a"\u25a0\u25a0 dun -..color,
.'which: lends itself .very well-to exam-
ination. Itherefore '»• smoked a great

}number of
'

those '\u25a0 excellent cigarettes,
and

'
Idropped ithe ,ash ,.all, over >tha

space in:front of the suspected book-
;case. Itiwas » a"1 simple \trick;'ibut ex-
ceedingly effective. fI;then;went down-
;stairs, and ,Iascertained,* In.your,pres-" ence, vWatson,/,wlthoutyour perceiving'

the >.*drift 'I of my
'
remarks,

-
that

*
Pro-

fessor Coram's ;consumption ',of jfood. had Sincreased-^-as one .would expect
rwhen -he is supplying, a second •.person.
.We;then^ascended \ to. the room<again,
iwhen; .by. upsetting . the .cigarette .box,
"11obtained a .very excellent view of tha
v floor,* and was able to sea quite 'dearly,
from the 3 traces upon the cigarette

:r.ash« \ that - the,prisoner ihad -In j.our\u25a0 ab-
sence eomeont from her retrea.t\Well,

• Hopkins, ,here /.we i'are ,at
~
Charing

V:Cross, and >'I,.congratulate- -you on
'\u25a0? having 'brought ;your lease to;a»sue-;
;cessful- conclusion. You are- going

'
to

.headquarters; no 'doubt.*.Ithink;,Wat-
son,--- youiandrI.will drive.together to. the Russian jEmbassy.'JLV


