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"Farming Implements and ,machinery.
were 'acquired - by;gift;and on the credit
system.*

"
J -The {prospect -of wealth '; opened .before'
Uh'em^.with? the sacquisition of ra cream
separator 'and faniincubator.

7
v Each |newjpiece; of 5portable property
was regarded\by the boys as a personal

;•:7
'
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*-SJBefore, long 'the day came .when a'
case^of !butter >.was shipped'-from

'
the

'farm/; and the still more eventful <day

• raising. ;;He \u25a0 has the
- hope be-.

forejhim.: so -easily realized.* of becom-
ing -his own master, of securing: some
acres> of • his -own; of;having; his! own

|homej^vherejheTand)hisf family;can, live
iiii|slecurityjand'w^here^ his children can
live after him.' ;;"'. . _ ;,"

"

/"We sent "a hundred (or more hoys to:
the r country/every to;•'*learns the

-/work of the 6rchards,| the Vineyards; 'the*
fgrairfffields.^findlng|them *:homes 6with^
\ranchers ; result wa3-not tsat-s
\u25a0 \'i.--:~ '.r \u25a0--.\u25a0;\u25a0- \u25a0\u25a0 ).'.,.-\u25a0 ,-\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0- -'\u25a0' ,-\u25a0

- - -
\u25a0 . \u25a0

after having begun the work of making
"- ,,t

*
HP?. good citlsens. let them "go out again,

exuosed to> the temptations of the streets
\u25a0and :the evils of city?life, to;become un-
skilled laborers. . or, ;more; likely, vaga-bonds, or worse? , v i

**'
-"\u25a0' "\u25a0*..'\u25a0' .\u25a0"'\u25a0/

"The work of;the Directory would gofor,naught; Ifi"we,; did that. .This is whatour work"there ;;rriade7us realize— so we
looked about for fan .opening in-life forour. boys,;and,wo sawthat here in Cali-
;forniaitheir;way^the very>best way for
them-^layback totheiland. ".\u25a0-:\u25a0

C~ "There isno "jplace" where the:land ofTcrs
so muchl tqTa^ manSwilling .to:do iovcnTa,^
reasonable a"mountlof work.jas here: in"California; There is.no' place -where;, the
farmer's ..; life has - sucft ':.- compensations. 1

.such \pleasant iconditions, suchian
'
ade-quate vreturn.-c and: therefore 'it-seems ? tc

ime;that:here ofallplacesisUhe place'to s.check the tendency jtoward {dwarfinging -'city;*
life.td lead;our^boVsl back* to the land;"
and .the' more' natural "and- independent^
life,it offers. ; ::

' .'.••.;;;'; v ;,?\u25a0 ;->.-: ;v -Vi
'

"Why, compare; the.life of the city,la-;
.borer ,or average imechanic 'with- thofarmer's:-,

" .... \u0084.,.:' "' -
"The :laborer; or }.mechanic! in the city

works forya*master.^ forTaX'boss.'^wlthtno :\u25a0 prospect* of Independent^
;He iiiyes."in.cramped|- quarters Jin^thej
poorer, "Ica3t healthful a sections:? of \fa/

\u25a0\u25a0.\u25a0\u25a0' . ' r \u25a0.:\u25a0*\u25a0—.:*. -'.j- :-. r. \u25a0- .-- .-..„\u25a0..'- .i
-
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the; future of,his children, ifhe can af-
|ford^bjm'arryiand have a<famllys'r^ \

v"The: farm -laborer, if,he is 'sensible^
masters the art of agriculture. ;InjCal^
iforSlawi^its^milllons^offacres'await-lingScultivution/lwith' its :new- .acres
daliy|beinglenteredfunon^ there \u25a0; is ? lit-
\u25a0tlotdanger^thatfhelwintfainbf [employ-?
|mentf ifShells' willirigitoj/work:;::His

of r-variety^ and '..» it« ls
iiifthe?, orchards,"-;ihe!fieldsTor|inf stock

Father. Crowley is a plain, practical,
kindly man in priestly garb, with a
haunting \u25a0 -..touch of' brogue his;
American Jongue. His is-a. kindliness
that lie expresses in action, for, when,
\re were 'driving over, the fields "in :a \u25a0

one-horse surrey and came -to r;-steep-
*

banked creek he promptly jumpedTout,'
according: to 'habit, \u25a0 and •eased .^the pull
by running dotvn ono bank and push- <
ing the vehicle up the \other.. -^ .'"..
f."One thing lesdsto another, you know,"'
Father Crowley: was. saying:: as 'we sat*
tla-re . rocking,."and that's how*,we",came -
to establish this school of agriculture." \u25a0'.

Father Cronif>-^s idcntiSration with the
YtiUths* Dfrtctory here in \u25a0 San'FranciEto
is too ~Kf.nlknown to need /retelling. It
has been in iv*fourteen years of existence-'-
the protecting of;over, 7000; boys,
who have been taken from' the; streets _6r:
worse than the streets. .'; .
"In the Youths'

'
Directory we. do all -

we'eafn for.our boys, so Jong, as we can,:
but tbcre comes :the :time = when,-. the; boy,^
must prepare to do for himself ."and;must"-,

make xoomifor, some': other boy 1in::thel;
Fan; need that he' was. 7That time comes 1

when a boy is 'about fourteen years^old.^
. "Wha t.to do with our boys— that \,was \u25a0

the problem. Itis hard, enough; to" solve
in the family "where -there ? are":only one .
-or. two or three boys, 'and in the Directory;
where we" have hundreds .it Is :far'more-
perplexing. \~- v/vv r>> . -

"'-^'-i
i "The professions are crov/ded-j-over-/
crowded ;?we 'can't make doctors or;lawr }..

'
ycrs of them. :

arooed" the cattle^ up. to,Rutherford, al-
though "he .hadh't% been ]on a horse for
years or used any.mode* of transportation
more ;untamed ,than^ a cable car.*}"

Whenthey got* to the Rutherford 1,farm
they,lived a sort of camp life, cooking for
themselves, .and,got

"
to work"curing hay,v

imaking .roads, \u25a0. fixing fences, -planting

trees. ,plowingfields, and the like of that.
Another friend of _ithe project started

the poultry department for them with the
present of *a*rooster^ and half a dozen
hens. '.'".\u25a0'\u25a0-

'. •

A.cat was on the place, of course. •'\u25a0
-

A dog adopted "the new eoilese students
as his masters.

* * . -.;
Another, present in the form of two pigs

found;its:way.to them.

dry where the boys can do their owa
washing.

There is a line of alluring hills .on
one side, where the boys can goexplor-

There "are abandoned orchards on tho
other side that the boys can raid on
their

'outings. .
!There "is an industrial school Incon-
templation., where "those 'who are not
fitted or • pleased :with* the* more rugged
work of farm life* may learn broom
making," stocking Iknitting1 aad the
making" anil repairing, of .farm machin-
ery.

~ '<- -i- :/,
;And

-
there Is besides \l\ these .very

admirable" improvements ithe "dandiest
swimming hole in-Napa Valley" to ac-
tual; existence' and almost continuous
use.

Father Crowley's plan vis,to -make
this . farm college self-supporting, 'to
increase the accommodations until 150
boys can live and learn and work
t*here, and _to make the output of tha
land cover the outlay for their suste-
nance.

> Already the practicability, of tht3 has
been demonstrated. 'Butter, poultry,
beef, pork.. hay and grain -have been
sold, and in paying quantities. %i%

i
' x

Inf the item of butter alone
pounds a "month is sent to market and
if you get any with

*
the '.wrapper

stamped' "Rutherford Creamery" and
bearing the picture of a stone doorway,
.with a cow on one side and a boy on
the other, you ,may be sure \that: it is
"college".^butter, and very good. /'

The effort to make the f
undertaking*

self-supporting i3not carried" on at
the expense of the educational side, nor
at the expense of the strength and.spir-
its of the growing boys."

The ;heayfest of the" farm work, be-
yond the strength and endurance oC
the* boys, j.who. ranges from 14*'to 13
years inage. Is^done-. by men,, seven ,oC
whom are now.^employed; yet in#

spko
of:-this!it la surprising 'how much is
accomplished through the boys* 'own
interest and the- patient diplomacy of
the Xaverian -Brothers who are in
charge of them.

-
When J the :haymaking .- is on. -.as it is

;now. the ;boys, being after all merely
human boys,* with,an Inherent .distaste
for'contlnuous^ labor, don't .find haymak-
ing2particularly \u25a0 interesting -after ,tho
first

"
fifteen .? minutes. -'\u25a0". But •\u25a0 it must -be*

done and the boys must do it;so Brother
Paul 'dangles \u25a0 the.charms of tho:swim- \u25a0

jming;hole before them.',iFifteen <minutest
in the'swimminghole for so many stacks."
half an hour for so many more, and the
stacks ,~?i>ringyup "*• like huge* mushrooms^
under the •;Incentive ooff f the promise. .and
thejjoyous /shouts o£ those already
splashing.- .v;;V'i;"--v.i;V.: i'-'. \u25a0

\u25a0. \u25a0\u25a0' . ' .-'-'..':;
Interest *In the .care of the stock ila

stirred by givingone boy a calf., another
a
'
pig.or;two,":another &.fcrood of chick-

ens *to;tend '. and tsell * for \u25a0'..hfanself./ jOna
luckyboy made 5W out of the sale of two
pigs this year and: ls the proud possessor

>
\u25a0

-
tage sitt:ng-room behind us came .. the \u25a0

jMinj^eat smell of woodsmoke from the
smoldering log in the fireplace; a
fireplace for. the hearth of which
Father Crowley brought bits of tiling
from the city in his. traveling bag, and
laid them with his. own bands. f>y^

:"J

"The trades are not orcn to them. The
trades unions for their own protection so
severely limit the "opportunities ."for ap-
prentices that there is no hope for them
there.' L y^S$S-t '-,"*a~ '..-\u25a0:."-\u25a0... -v

•"Shall we. after having given them the
orotectiou and training of the Directory,

,city;s^e,;goes back to- <thesanic :task '\u25a0'.
'every: day, livinga treadmiff-iife year
in:arid'year ;out>;v He'is: «t*the/ mercy .
<>f-;our"unsettlell-raborT'c6hdltl6ns;-^He"? !;

has -little or no hope 'iofibecdming his
own master or owner of his own home. I
end less .hope of- making: provision for. k

*# >^> NE thing lea<3s" to anotherr you

IIknow," said Father Crowley to

In this casual way Father
Crowley explain«*d to me bow

Rutherford Agricultural College came to

be.
So, easily, off-handedly, he accounted

for the realization of the hobby of tha
kindest heart and wisest head that ever
worked for the welfare of the boy waif.

We were rocking on the front porch of
the cottage at Rutherford Agricultural
College

—
imposing title that, for all the

gentie, soothing- charms of nature that
rolled sway in a panorama ,*>f pastoral
beauty to the distant hills, for all the
pleasant, homely sights and sounds of
farm, life that all about us appealed to
eye and ear.

The little songbirds twittered and fiut-
tered in Bhnibs and trees, important with
the cares of family life. The liquid note
of the- lark and the cheery call of the
robin alternated.

A fussy mother hen whacked a deli-
cious fat grub on the ground \u25a0with her bill
tnd gave the dinner call, and her brood
of chicks, just sprouting tail and wings,
scampered to the meal with their shrill
peep! peepl peep!

A balmy spring zephyr, like velvet to
the cheek, sent pink rose petals drifting
across the grass and wafted to us the
scent of blooming honeysuckle that
clothed the scarred nakedness of tree
stomps.

A staccato announcement from a
chicken-run under the walnut trees .con-
veyed the Intelligence that one more ess
had been added to the world's wealth.

A hound stretched
-

himself lazily

across the gravel path and licked the
hand of a boy in overalls who stopped to
pat him—a freckle-faced boy with one
suspender and a hat without a band,
grinning widely and happily, a natural,

.bouyant, touzlc-d boy. not a drearily tidy,
suppressed and shrinking "institution"'
boy.

Another boy with a sunburned nose
dashed around the poreh 1corner in hot
pursuit of a trespassing pig.

A sleek cat rubbed against a porch pil-
lar, and then came to me with the con-
fidence of a pet used to gentleness.

A^xcss th«* driveway and through the
barnyard swarmed a troop of boys in
overall* and colored shirts and hats in
the various stages of dissolution peculiar
to boy attire, and they swarmed noisily,
playfully, with the curious sidling 'nope"
of the boy when he feels his wellbeing.
They swarmed in the wake of Brother
Paul, a cheerful, sun-browned Xaverian
brother in Khaki, leading them to their
work inthe bay field. Some of them broke
from the straggling rank and made a dive
for trowels and rsortar boards and wheel-
barrows to do the'r afternoon stunt at
masonry on the new creamery. walL •

A lean, weedy boy of grra'-e demean-
or

—
the steady-eyed siort of boy you

can trust with anything
—

tame out of
the little stone building tliat holds the
Incubators, carefully closing the door
behind him ::r.d carrying in his hand
a panful of chicktn feed. He was on
his way to a chicken run. but lie stop-
ped to piclc up a young pigeon and
coddle it in tho hollow of his arm. and
again to put his long arm through a
gateway around the neck of a lame
fawn and press its lovoiy heatl against

his faded blue shirt front.
Nowhere was there an' earmark to

suggest the institution, not even in the
big two-story frame building with its
cupola and cross, which holds the
schoolroom, sitting-room and. dormi-
tories. In the second story the win-
dows were wide open to let the sweet,
hay-scented air blow through across
the rows of little white iron b^-ds.. and
below in sunny schoolroom arid sit-
ting-room were vases of rose* on the
tables and growing roses nodding their
beads at them from without.

Across tho lawn the calves in tho
.meadow*butted each other with.youth-
ful exuberance. In a far "field dotted
with noble oaks sleek cattle* browsed
on grass kneo high. From the yellow-
ing hay field came the busy "click-click-
of the mowers manned '> by ;'prideful
boys jealous of their privilege.

It was all natural and simple—and
close to the beneficent heart of our
good Mother Nature

.The whole scene and all tho life
spoke of kindness and- plenty and
cheerful industry, and of happy peace.

Any or all of the b<jys fjoing about
thfir simple duties might-have been
home boys on a home ranch doing the
tasks set by. paternal order.

Through the open door of the cot-

when money, real'money.'w'as xsturned
In exchange for it.\ i'.-~*33£jmSll
, This was a community matter, not,
a 'cut-and-dried Institutional occur-
renc&^Each?boy had a personal Inter-
est:; In?lt-V Father :Crowley announced
Ithat->^To-'day :TCE ;have ,received OUR'
first!'money* return for a product." and,

*
the 'boys 'cheered. j,_

".• This.sortTof^thing ;has gono right
along

-during tne "three years.
The pronoun used in reference to

any thingj;and :everything— to the 1021
acres, to-gates and roads and fields, to
the horses and cattle and chicken3and
pigs.'.to 'the ? cow

"'
that has a calf and

the cat that has kittens— is always tha
plural possessive.
It,doesn't take much acumen to dis-

cover .what a difference .that makes, to
.appreciate how much* more .important
and exciting It'is 'when "."OUß" cow has
a calf than when, merely" "A" cow has
anif iwiiGfMlitflMfrßnßQlTu
1-fAsIintimated, the shoestring that is
inflated into a" tannery 13 nothing comp-

ared -with the development .of this ag-
ricultural college.

A comfortable, substantial, sanitary
two-story building for dormitories and
schoolroom and sitting-room has ceea
built. . - .."

A'-large new creamery is going up—
the, boys are taking lessons in masonry,
now.on it3foundation walls.

A-big:galvanized
'
iron building has

been
*
put

"
up toikeep .the \u25a0 farm Imple-

ments and machinery In, and it is well
stocked with

'
up-to-date." labor saving

:machinery. * - "*":
Where ;there were two horses threa

"years ago there" are seventeen .now,
strong and well'kept.

' -•
The seven cows that comprised tho

.embryonic dairy department .have., in-
creased to a herd of 250 sleek animals.
; In place of the two pigs that :found
all the holes in the fences three year 3
heto there are over a hundred now to
,dash out of unsuspected hiding places
and" trip the feet from under visitors.
And there's been an abundance of sav-
ory bacon and juicyhams for,the boys
besides— not.counting the pork chops..

There are more than 600 -chickens
now. Instead of the six,or seven that
were brousht in a crate.

\u25a0' There are 350 acres In grain.
There Is a vineyard" newly planted. '

There is an' orchard growing bravely.
There is a chapel for religious ser«

vices.
There Is a well equipped steam laan-.

Isfactdry. V .Through^ the slipshod,meth-
ods 'of;many^, ranchers,"; through !' care-

-
lessness ;;Tand \u25a0*Indifferences in*.Instruct- 7

* ing4 them,"ithrough 1? entire <lack'o|
*
in-_\* structiorC; they 1benefited

'
little..except ,

in'rare~ instances.' "iWhat our boys^need-
"was intelligent \training;in<the

"art I
\u25a0Totiagriculture > and i'what\. the « ..whole

''
;State •needs

;is . trained '.= and :intelligent \"
agricultural^workers.

- "'
.*\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-';• V-

.'"irwas^upon this idea we started our
;4;
4 farm "school;here at Rutherford. ;,

"I.found^that we'could Tget* this land
\u25a0

here
vat?a \yefy reasonable

'
price, -.iItof-

'fered^eyery/advantage; the climate is'
so ", favorable ithat ;almost anything!can

t,be grown ".here; vwe'do'^hot* require lrrl-^ \u25a0

; situation 'is"one of*the most
beautiful ?'in-", this X beautiful:Xapa" Val-"

> ley.
-

a"nd»4the :ranch buildings already
on the**land offered sufficient accommo- .

sdation' until we jcould ;establish our-
-

'\u25a0'_ selves. ''<' So, *three years ago, we made
*

"'our;beginning.",
*

V
; Itwas a beginning eminently character-;*istic/bf |Father Crowley.,

'J /You've heard of running a shoestring up
,to ;a*tannery; ;That "superlative -sporting

ffeattialmere child's "play "compared with
what*"Father, Crowley ;- has done in es-
itabltehing-.' his Rutherford
/college^:, . '

\u25a0 ;•';\u25a0 -"'"., ,'.
;He

"
started out with the realization. of

;;the need for it. and the determination to
supply^ that need. /; .:

x",_Then fhe". found this land in the Napa.
iValley,^.1021 acres of it rollingback. from
|the^yery bank of.the Napa River <to the

very feet -of, the blue-veiled ,foothills.
i.Watered midway ,by \ the '!' Corny Creek.

\u25a0 which, is '1 itself
•
almost ,a river. Nearly .'

two miles ,up and down-the valley thi3
thousand-acre, tract- ofi fertile field and
woodland, runs/.'lt was in the market for

;the price of:the 1C5.000 mortgage on it,",
|and Father Crowley \bought'it forthwith,
Yon"credit, with another mortgage, ifyou
please.'

',"Then he proceeded to colonize it with
fsome thirty of the Youths' Directory boys,7
|and:tb stock it.v, ?;\u25a0
;-Those first days ;were ",real pioneering
days. > '*;7 "•\u25a0•.•.;'".:" • -.'- ';_:_\u25a0'

a They! started- out from the Youths' Di-
r rectory,; each boy carrying, his kit, and

they, went up~ by boat to Vallejo, Father
;,Crowley 'equipped with a horseless saddle
and bridle. :•-.. At-,Vallejo some friend of
the enterprise gave him a couple of farm ;

horses.- Some other friends of the enter-
prise ";had V given 'him seven cows,\ and?
Father; Crowley^ clapped .his .saddle and

-bridle on one of the horses and "back-

JTHE^SAN ;FRANCISCO..:SUNDAY;.CALL!.

HOW FATHER CROWLEY
IS TAKING BOYS BACK
TO THE LAND
HELEN DARE


