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DISAPPEARANCE CASES
ENGAGE THE POLICE

James Archer, a guest at the St. Francis Hotel, after sending
his wife a note conveying the information that he contemplated sul-
cide, disappeared Saturday and efforts of the police to locate him
A suspicion, however, exists that his threatening let-
ter was part of a plan to leave his wife.

bave falled.

Mrs. J. V. Longmone is in this city looking for her husband,
who mysteriously disappeared from the New Western Hotel, Kearny

street, on August 10 and has no
diligent
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search the grieved wife reported to the police that she
suspects her husband has been the vietim of foul play.

been heard of since. After a
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James Archer Writes
of Suicide .in
Hasty Note.

Mrs. Longmore Asks| Leaves Hotel After

the Police to
Assist Her.
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FARMER AND HIS SON

VICTIMS OF ASSASSIN |

| friends fear that he has committed sui-

Shot Down While at Work on
Their Property in
Kentucky.

Special Dispatch to The Call.

FRANKFORT, Ky. Aug. 22.—George
and James Smith, father and son and
well-to-do farmers of Eimville, a little
village of this county, were murdered

il |

a Quarrel With
Hi{ Son.

Detectives Think He
Has Taken to
Flight.

The members of the family and friends
of James Archer, antil recently a guest
at the St. Francis Hotel, believe that he

| has committcl suicide. The local de-
tectives, who have. been asked to solve
whatever mystery surrounds Archer's

sold |

children |

was on |

same result, |

! { and took apartments at the St.
of the 9th and |

strange disappearance, do not take kind-
ly

to the theory of suicide, but believe
Archer has fled the city, after a
quarrel with his wife. The missing man
was formerly engaged in the railroad
business in Arizona and recently came
to San Francisco with his wife and son
Francis

at

Hotel.
That Archer's inclination to enjoy him-

| self about town with old and newly made

friends was not pleasing to his wife is
freely admitted by Mrs. Archer and her
son. In fact it is said that an attemipt
to induce Archer te abandon convivial
friends and pay .more jattestion to his
family @uring their sojourn at thé St
Franeis led .to a quarrel and his ledve-
taking—possibly his suicide. .
According to the story told by young
Archer to the police and the deteotives
of Morse's Agency, who have been en-
gaged in trying to find some trace of the
missing man, Archer Sr., spent the better
part of Saturday about town with sev-
eral friends, including a pember of the
department he had known for
many years.

Returning to the hotel a

police

trifle under

| the influence of liquor, Archer was asked

by his son to go to their apartments,
where the latter upbraided his father for

! his conduct.

Immediately afterward Archer returned
to the hotel bar, where he addressed a
note to his wife, in which he said he
was gofng to commit suicide, and, dis-
patching the message to Mrs. Archer’'s
rooms, he left the hotel. At first Mrs.

street |

|

|

| matters.

Archer and her son were disposed to re-
gard the threats in the note in the light
of a joke, but when Archer faiied to re-
tarn to the hotel at a late hour, the
mother and son became alarmed and
notified the detectives.

The more the officers have investigated
the Archer case, the more firm have they
become in their belief that the missing
man has not taken his life, but has found
congenial company and has quietly slip-
ped out of town on a southbound train.
Archer is fifty-five years of age, short
in starure, weighs 215 pounds, is of light
complexion, has a smooth-shaven face
d when last seen wore a black suit of

ciothes and a Panama hat.

NS, ST AL
THREE MORE DISAPPEARANCES.

Young Grocer Believed to Have Taken
Hisx Own Life.

G. H. Koster has been missing since

August 19. He hado a grocery at Tay-

lor and Greenwich streets and his

cide, as he was despondent over money
He is 24 years of age, 5 feet
7 inches tail, slim build and light com-
plexion.

Mrs. A. Nestor, 466 Paris street, re-
ported Clara Johnston missing since
August 17. The girl is 14 years of age
and had a tendency to run away from
home.

Miss M. B. Crowe came from Plumas
County to ask the assistance of the po-
lice to find her brother, John., She sald
she had not seen nor heard of him for
thirty years. The last time she heard

while at work in the field on their farm | ffom him he was living' at, 6 Stark

to-day by an unknown person. The elder | Street.
was killed instantly, a charge of | 88¢

Bmith
ghot penetrating his brain. The son re-
celved three wounds, one in the face and
two in the back.

Buspicion turned to Cal Newton, a
ighboring farmer of good standing, and
was arrested. He denies his guilt.
was bad blood between the elder
Newton, growing out of a
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OIL KING MAY TESTIFY
IN A 850,000,000 SUIT

Woman Sues Standard Oil for That

Sum, Which She Claims Was Due

to Her Late Hushand.

BOSTON, Aug. 22.-—A motion was
made in the Supreme Court to-day for
the appointment of a commission to
take the testimony of John D. Rocke-
feller and other officers of the Standard
0il Company in the $50,000,000 suit
brought by Mrs. Elizabeth F. Green-
ough of this city, who alleges that the
amount I8 due her as royalty on the
oil refined by the company since 1874.

The suit is based on an alleged con-
tract made with the late Benjamin F.
Greenough, the inventor of a refining
process, bv the terms of which Green-
ough was to recelve one-quarter of a
cent on every gallon of oil sold by the
Standard Oil Company. H. H. Rogers,
who is made chief defendant, in his re-
ply to the suit, says an agreement was
made, but that Greenough himself va-
cated it on January 1, 1875.
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He would now be 650 years of

REVOLTING MURDER
REVEALED BY CHILD

Hand Killed Her
Father.

KNOXVILLE, Tenn., Aug. 22.—The lit-
tle daughter of Mrs. John I.ea to-day
confesged to her grandmother at Murray,
Ga., where she had been sent on a visit,
that her mother and James Hix, a saw
mill man, who boarded at the home of
the Leas, killed her father. Lea was sup-
posed to have committed suicide. He was
employed in a saw mill near Cleveland,
Tenn.

The story is one of the most revolting
in the eriminal annals of Tennessee. Lea
was found hanging by a rope, which was
attached to one of the beams of the saw
mill. His neck was broken. A coroner’s
jury pronounced him a suicide. Then
Hix and Mrs. Lea disappeared. The lit-
tle girl deglares Hix held her father while
her mothér broke his neck with a wea-
pon, Hix telling her where to strike. They
threatened to kill the child if she told, |
according to woe little one. Hix has
arrested at Spring Place, Ga., and offi*
cers are looking for Mrs. Lea at Sher-
man Heights, Tenn., where she is living.
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Shot to Death on,
a Street of
Chicago.

Crime Committed Near
Fashionable Del
Prado Hotel.

Robber Seizes Victim’s Purse
and Escapes From the
Scene.

25 ST S
Speclal Dispatch to The Call

‘CHICAGO, Aug. 22.—When attempting
to protect herself against the attack of
an armel robber, Mrs. 8. E. Mize, a
wealthy New York woman, was shot and
killed to-night by the footpad, who fled
with her purse. Mrs. E. F. Wilson of
Las Cruces, N. M., who was with Mrs.
Mize when the robber accosted her, fled
to the Del Prado Hotel, a short distance
away, where both women had been liv-
ing, and gave the alarm.

Guests of the hotel, seated on the
broad verandas and in open windows, al-
ready had heard the shot and the
screams of the women and within a few
minutes scores of men were searching the
neighborhood for the murderer. Up to a
late hour he had not been apprehended.
Mrs. Mize and Mrs, Wilson had left the
hotel for a stroll and were near the corner
of Fifty-eighth street and Washington
avenue when a young man stepped in
front of them, and, holding a revolver
threateningly, accosted Mrs. Mige.

“I want vour pocketbook,” he said.

Instead of complying, the woman struck
at the ralsed weap At the same time-
she called for help. Mrs. Wilson, terror-

‘stricken, had turned to flee back to the

hotel when a shot was fired. She saw
Mrs. Mize fall.

“Run away,” cried the wounded wom-
an. “He has shot me.”

The robber paused only long enough to
snatch a purse from Mrs. Mize’s hand
and then fled into an alley.

Running to the entrance of the Del
Prado, Mrs. WHson called out to the
group on the veranda that her compan-
fon had been killed and then collapsed.
The police were informed at once and
it ‘'was not until after their arrival that
the body of Mrs. Mize was removed,

Mrs. Wilson did not recover conscious-
ness for some time after her removal
to her room, and was so hysterical that
the police could obtain from her no good
description of the man who committed
the murder.

STEALS AND GAMBLES
FUNDS OF COUNTY

(Clerk Makes a Winning and
Returns Coin He
Had Stolen.

SEATTLE, Aug. 22.—Courthouse circles
are mittch wrought up over a well defined
report that a well-known clerk in the em-
ploy of the county gambled $220 of public
funds, and it is stated semi-officially is
$600 ahead of the game, even though his
official head must come off. On account
of the prominence of his family, his name
is refused by the county officials, who
announce there will be no prosecution
as the sum taken has been returned.

According to the story, the clerk re-
ceived the amount in one transaction and
managed in some way to secrete the re-
ceipt. Armed with the financial ammu-
nition, he sought out a raro bank and
risked the county funds on his “system"
play.

He won and lost the entire amount sev-
eral times, but was stricken with remorse
when ahead of the game and hurried the
next day to return the total sum “bor-
rowed.” It was then the venture in fren-
zied filnance was discovered and detec-
tives were employed to look up the
details. No other’ sums are missing.

FRANCE DEMANDS INDEMNITY
OF THE SULTAN OF MOROCCO

Ready to Enforce Satisfaction for the
Recent Arrest of an Al-
gerian,

TANGIER, ‘Morocco, * Aug. 22.—The
French Minister has presented to the
Sultan an energetic demand for an in-
demnity of $2000 for the recent arrest
of a Franco-Algerian citizen. The Min-
ister also demands the punishment of
the official responsible for the arrest
and an additional indemnity of $100
daily until the prisoner is released.

It is belleved that the Sultan will
promptly grant the demands of the
Minister, as it is deéfinitely known that
the French Government.is determined
to adopt forcible means to bring the
Sultan to terms should satisfaction not
be given. -

Four Frenchmen while on a prome-
nade about the town to-day were as-
saulted and robbed by a band of Moors.

KANSAS JUDGE TAKES
POISON FOR MEDICING

A. L. Redden, Leading Member of Tod
peka Bar, Makes Mistake Which
TOPEKA, Kans, Aug. 22.-—Jurge
A. L. Redden, one of the leading mem-
bers of the Topeka bar, dropped dead
at his home here to-day. On the shelf
near where he kept some medicine and
in a similar bottle was silver polish
containing cyanide of potasium. ot
this he took a; generous swallow,
thinking it the medicine. Death fol-

STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION.

Los Angeles Supervisors appeared before the State Board of Equalization yesterday and asked that
its assessment be reduced. Assessor Dodge objected to any comparisons between Los Angeles and San
Francisco. He said property in the south was assessed at 35 per cent of its selling value, while San
Francisco property was assessed at 05 per cent.
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TAKING PLACE
OF AMERICANS

tics for City of
New York.

Special Dispatch to The Call,

NEW YORK, Aug. 22.—Official statis-
t.c8 as to the births in New York in
the past year supply some startling fig-
ures. Out of a total of 59,196 births
only 11,903 were of American parentage.

The total, by nationalities, is shown
in the following table:

Parentage. No.
Austrian-Hebrew ........ Sy i ek 6,922
Polish and Russian-Hebrew...... 0,688
Bosuian ........ Vol o areere v et aie as it DA
Canadfan ... .......c0iiiinnannn 81
English .....cc.0.iiiivenninne.. 184
French .. .cooicvieccccsriaseenss . 121

Itallam ......cconiinnnnnenensea 11,208

BCOteM ....cccimcisicncantieniosnes [ 3
Swedish ......co00cvceiceccarass 309

Ameriean .........cc000000000...11
Mixed nationality ...............11,781

Total ........eeeveveennn....59,106

Of these 29,843 were boys and 29,353
pirls. i

A melancholy fact obtrudes itself into
the vital statistics. Of the 56,196 in-
fants born within the year In Man-
hattan 12,000 are doomed 'to return
within twelve months to the unknown
whence they came and 14,500 will never
live to reach their fifth birthday. -

No better illustration of the cosmo-
politan character of New York's popu-
lation can be afforded than by the tale
of the statistics.

MYSTERIOUS POWER
CLAIMED BY WOMAN

Asserts It Has Enabled Her !

to Find Riches in
Nevada.

RENO, Aug. 22.—A woman giving her
name as Mrs. Mabel Jackman-and e¢laim-
ing Chicago as her home arrived at the
little town of Mill City yesterday, an-
nouncing that she had found a number of
rich gold and silver ledges in Humboldt
County. She declared that their location
had been revealed to her through an oc-
cult power possessed only by her self and
those who are converted to her religion—
a strange seet, code rof which she does
not reveal.. . %

Mrs. Jackman has been in Mill City
several times during the last six weeks
for the purpose of sequring supplies and
resting. She is unaccompanied and neither
seeks nor gives counsel. Mrs. Jackman
‘states that she bas informed her follow-
ers in the East of her discovery, and that
many of them are coming to Nevada to

lowed Instantly.

help her develop her properties

”

ASSESSORS OF SAN

FRANCISCO AND LOS ANGELES COUNTIES WHO ARE BE-
FORE THFE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION PREPARED TO SHOW THE VALUE
OF PROPERTY IN THE COUNTIES THEY REPRESENT.

ol

OLD TOCTH

FLEPHANT
h NEW YORK

Pound of Chloroform
and $43 Worth of
" .Metal Required.

———
Speclal Dispatch to The Call.

NEW YORK, Aug. 22.—Lena, the big-
gest elephant of the hippodrome herd,
had' her tooth filled to-day.” She roared
and bellowed ' until those watching
thought the building would fall down,
and at Intervals she sent a small army
of men with hooks and ropes sprawling
all over the stage of the place, but
eventually a liberal dose of chloroform
had its effect and she lay quiescent until
$43 worth of gold had been pounded into
her defective ' molar. It required one
pound of chloroform to subdue her.

Lena knew something painful was going
to happen. She paced the stage like a
human being with a toothache, tossing
her trunk and letting out bellows that
could be heard blocks away. She fought
vigorously. After a time, however, her
keeper contrived to make her lie down
and half a dozen workmen with stout
ropes ‘and a pulley fastened her to. the
floor. Then skilled veterinarians. framed
a funnel of pasteboard covered with ab-
sorbent cotton and thréugh this admin-
istered chloroform. Lena fought desper-
ately. Although seemingly tied down se-
curely, she wriggled out of the ropes
with eéase and ‘rese. to her feet, carrying
the physicians up with her on her back.
Another half hour was needed to get her
prostrate again’ and then the doctors
pumped the anesthetic into her as fast
as they could. Dr. Potter then, with huge
instruments, pounded xold\ lnto\ the
tooth. i ; \

Whitehead Torpedo Adrift.

SEATTLE, Aug. 22.—The destroyer
Perry lost a Whitehead torpedo while
at practice to-day in the bay. After
leaving the tube the torpedo traveled
about 500 yards. It then sank. A plece
of floating driftwood is supposed to
have been n?nmbh for its sinking.
The war head had been removed, thus
rendering it harmless.

FARMER'S BOYS
D CIRLS (F
CREAT HEICHT

Tallest Son Stretches
Up Seven Feet
One Inch.

————————
Special Dispatch to The Call

BLOOMINGTON, Ill.,, Aug. 22.—The
family of Jans Murra, residing in Winne-
bago County, Is the tallest in Illinois.
The father has a farm near Adaline. The
combined height of the family of seven
persons is forty-five feet, or an average
of about six feet five Inches.

The father, born in Germany, emigrated
to this country and has resided near Ada-
line since 1868. The oldest daughter, Mrs.
John K. Rull, living near Titonka, Iowa,
is six feet three inches tall. Fim Murra,
aged thirty, who is principal of the
school at St. Anne, Ill, is six feet four
inches in height.

Richard Murra, aged twenty-eight,
teacher of a large district school south
of. Polo, is the pride of the famlily. He
measures six feet four inches and is well
developed, physically and mentally.

Evert Murra, aged twenty-six, is the
prize-winner as regards height, measur-
ing seven feet one lnc.h. He is a team-
ster.

Tennie, the youngest daughter, is the
wife of Charles Mullin. She is six feet
one inch in height. John, the youngest
son, is only twenty-two years of age. The
youngster has not yet attained his
growth. being only six feet eight inches
tall. He is very slender and it is be-
lleved that.he will reach the height of
his tallest brother.

Big Fire In Portland.
PORTLAND, Aug. 22 —Fire which
started in a restaurant on the north
side of East Stark street, about 100 feet
east of Union avenue, completely de-
stroyed four blocks in what was the
business center of Old East Portland
early to-day. The loss is approxi-
mately $150,000. The insurance will
probably cover a third of the loss.
With but few exceptions the twenty
buildings destroyed were shacks, most-
ly occupied by Chinese laundries and
=econd-hand stores. 3

Objects to Com-
1

parisons With
Los Angeles.

City of Angels Is
Seeking a Re-
duction.

Wants Ten Million
Cut From As-
' sessment.

SACRAMENTO, Aug. 22.—The State
Board of Egqualization consumed the
entire session to-day In hearing the ap-
plication of the Board of Supervisors of

| Los Angeles County for a reduction of

that county’s assessment. The Super-
visors were represented by O. W. Long-
den, chairman of the board, and Super-
visor J. O. Lowe, a real estate broker.
Dr. Washington Dodge, Assessor of San
Francisco, was present and engaged in
a lively discussion relative to the com-
parative assessment of San Francisco
and Los Angeles.

Dodge had come to Sacramento to be
present at the hearing to-morrow
asked for by the real estate board of
San Francisco for the Hurpose of de-
fending the valuations he had placed
on property in the metropolis against
criticism by the real estate men.

Chairman Longden of the Board of
Supervisors asked for a horizental re-
duction of 25 per cent in the Los An-
geles assessment as returned by As-
sesgor Ward. Ward gave the ‘total
valuation of Los Angeles unty as
$237,000,000 and asked that $10,000,000
of this valuation be taken off. He as-
serted that the assessment of Les An-
geles, on a comparative basils, was far
above that of San Francisco.

Supervisor Lowe claimed that from
1898 to 1905, as shown by the assess-
ment returns, improvements im Ala-
meda County have increased $12,000,000
and improvements in San Franecisco $4,-
000,000, while the improvements in Los
Angeles County have increased $35.-
000,000. He said that in 1904 Los An-
geles issued $12,000,000 in building per-

| mits and San Francisco $15,000,000.

Dodge objected to the comparisons
made with San Francisco, declaring
that Lowe's figures took in theé twenty-
two incorporated cities and towns in-
cluded in Los Angeles County, while
the San Francisco figures stood for
that city alone. Supervisor Lowe sald
Assessor Ward had made an assess-
ment which was higher than conditions
justified. Dodge sald the Los Angeles
Assessor had falled to assess local ser-
vice corporatiorns, which in San Fran-
cisco he (Dodge) had assessed $20,000,-
000. Dodge said he had not brought
evidence against Los Angeles, but was
prepared to combat any unjust com-
parisons.

Dodge said when he heard Los An-
geles representatives were in San Fran-
clsco securing data on assessments he
went to Los Angeles for a similar pur-
pose. He had applied various tests and
discovered that in Les Angeles property
was assessed only at 35 per cent of its
selling value, while in San Franeisce
the assessment is 65 per cent. On Mar-
ket street, San Franeisco, the assess-
ment of the Blythe block is $5250 a
front foot, as against $1400 a foeot on
Spring street, Los Angeles.

While no action was taken before ad-
journment this evening, it is believed
the board will sustain Assessor Ward's
figures. San Francisco will be heard
to-morrow.

MINER REACHES
THIS CITY UNHERALDED

Walter Scott of Death Valley Brings
Reputatior, Dog and Money to
Incarnadine Town.

“Scotty” has arrived in San Fran-
cisco. He came In last night om the
coast train and took himself and dog
and money to the St. Francis, where he
intends to “rest up a bit” before daud-
ing the crimson on the town. From
the cold reception given him by the
Eastern press during his whirlwind
tour of the big citles he was loth to
make known a schedule of his fun here,
lest some of the other mining aris-
tocracy outdo his alleged spectacular
show of wealth.

Walter Scott, the mystery from Death
Valley, came unheralded and but for
the reputation he made in not spending
the money he talked of in Chicago he
would have recelived ne notice from the
curious public that scans the register
for notables.

“I only came here to see the town,”
he said last night, “and want to rest
up before there is somethin’ doin’. My

COWBOY

‘health has been bad since I made that

fast trip from Los Angeles to Chicago,
but I will ‘do” a little of this part of
the State in which I made the rocks
before leaving here.”

THREE PERSONS KILLED
IN A WRECK IN KANSAS

TOPEKA, Kans, Aug. 23.—Three
persons weré killed shortly after 1
o'clock this morning in a head-on col-
lision between two Union Pacifie
freight trains one and half miles west
of Topeka.

The dead: Willlam H. Gibson, en-
gineer, Kansas City, Kans.; J. Oleson,
fireman; Clarence Reese, conductor.

. The three men killed were members
of the crew of an extra eastbound
wheat train, which crashed into the
second section of a regular westbound
tralp at a shar- curves




