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fully.;!,thought:; and she was coldly,

polite- when Isaid? good-night.
-

.:\

She /and her^ mother, called on my
mother.' the nexf.morning. "Ana,w°.at

a nice girl.Misa Ramsay. ls—so sensible,

so' intelligent*and^frlendlyl" said my

raotner.r relating .the lncldenta^O-f the

visit in minute' ;detail when Iwent
home at noon..V r-'.'--..-;,"r -'.'--..-;,"
"Ididn't find her especially friendly,

said I. Whereat Isaw; or fancjed I
saw, a smile deep down inher oesrr-
and it'set me to thinking. ./

In the afternoon Ed looked in at my
office in the courthouse to say good-by-
"But

-
first, .old man. Iwanf.;,.to

tell you I got that, place .for
you. •.

-
Old Roebuck .is : delighted—

telegraphed me '.to /"close : the ar-
rangement at once— congratulated me on
b«ing able ?to get. you. )Iknew; ifd be so-
He has his eyes skinned for.bright young
men-all those big men have. IWhenever
a fellow; especially a; bright young law-
yer,."shows .signs of"ability;they 'scoop
him-in."i-/> .-vy '•'"*-'< *;':-/"
„"!. can't

-
belUve iit.":said r-1.-/dazed.

Vl'.\«e been fighting him for four;years-
hard.".'-/ . -

; vv..;. =\-<\u25a0\u25a0 .- • .
"That's

'
it!" said he.>VAnd ,don t you

fret about 'its being a.;case, of.trying to
heap coals of fire *on your head. "Roe-
buckljdon't use the fire shovel for that
sort^of thing. He's snapping you up be-
cause you've shown him what you can
do. ,That's the way \o get .on nowadays,
they

'
tell me. Whenever the fellows on

top find the chap, especially one in public
offlce. who makes it:hot {or them, they

hire him.;Good business all around."
-Thus, so suddenly that' it glddied me. I
was translated from failure to success,
from'poverty/to affluence, from the most
harassing anxiety to ease .and security.

Two months. before Ishould have reject-

ed the' Power Trust's offer with scorn
and should :have gloried in my act as

proof *of superior virtue. But in those
crucial two months Ihad been appren-
tice to' the master .whom all men that
ever, come to anything in this world
must first s'trve. Ihad reformed rr»y line
of battle, had adjusted It to the lines
laid down In' the tactics of Hfe-as-it-is.

Before
-
1 was able to convince myself

that my fortunes had really changed Ed
Ramsay \u25a0 me to call on. him
in Fredonla on business of his own. It
proved, to be "such a trifle that Ibegan to
puzzle at his real reason for sending for
me. When be spun that trifle out over
ten "days, on each of which Iwas alono
with Carlotta at least half my waking

hours, I.thought Ihad the clew to the
mystery. Isaw how Icould Increase the

energy of his new enthusiasm for me.
and also how Icould cool itifIwished
to be rash and foolish and to tempt fata
again; \u25a0• . t. "Oh, the business didn't amount to
much," was. my answer to one of my

mother's- first questions on my return.
She' smiled peculiarly. , In spite of my

efforts the red came-rat least Ifelt-rea.
"How did you like his sister?" she yent

en. again with that fluttering smile in

the eyes only.
"A very nice girl." said. I. in any-

thingbut a natural manner. My moth-
er's expression teased me into adding:

"Don't be Silly. Nothing of that sort.

You are always imagining* that every

one^shares your opinion of me. She
isn't likelyJto fall in l»ve»»wlth me.
Certainly Ishan't with her."

Mother's silence somehow- seemed
argumentative. ,

\u25a0'\u25a0 "I*couldn't marry a girl for .her
money,'\l retorted to it.
: "Of-course not,-", rejoined -

mother.
"But there are .other things to marry

for besides i-money, or love-r-other
things more sensible than -either. -For
instance, 'there are the. principal things

\u25a0

—
hoirie -arid childrei».'\.-": 'ttv..^-:
1was- listening with an open^mlng,

_
;?.*'The glamour of courtship'and"hon-
eyrnoon passes," she went on. "Then

domes \u2666 the "stfber business fof living
—̂

Voiir career arid your hpme;. The wp-

man-s- part;ire both Is-better played if,
there isn'tthe sort of love".that is ex-
acting, always interfering with.the ca-
reer, and. making the home life a suc-
cession of V-ups "and" downs, mostly

downs." . '*. '\u25a0'.'\u25a0- " "
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"Carlo tta;is very ambitious, said I.

"Ambitious for her husband," replied
my mother.; "as a sensible .woman
should be. -She appreciates that a wo-"

man's best chance for big divfdend3 in
marriage Is, by being the silent part-

ncr in her career. She'll be
very domestic when she has children.
Isaw it the instant Ilooked at her.
She has the true maternal instinct..
What" a man who's going to amount
to something needs isn't a woman/ to
be; taken care of. but a woman' to take
care

*
of;him."

' '
\u25a0

- *
She said no more— she had made her

point;"and,'; when she had done ;that,

she always stopped.
*
I -..-..

Within a!month Ed Ramsay sent for

me again, but this.' time;, lt-was ".busi-
ness alone, i:Ifound him-in a'panic,
like a raari facing 'an avalanche and

armed only'with a shovel. Dunkirk,

the senior United .States Senator, for

bur State, lived at Fredonia. He had
seen that, by. tunneling the Mesaba
Range' ;"a «\u25a0 profitable railroad between
Fredonia and Chicago could' be built
that would shorten the time at least
three hours.'

-
But it would take away

about, half;vthe carrying, business of
the Ramsay Company, besides seriously
depreciating the Ramsay interest in

the. existing road. "And." continued
Ed, "the old-scoundrel has got the capl-

tal practically subscribed in New York;

The "people there are hot for-,the new
road. It'll.ibe sure to. carry at th©
special election, next month. .He has
th« Governor and. the* Legislature in
his ve/t'!pocket, so they'll put through
the charter next winter." *\u25a0"

"I don't see. that 'anythmß^can-be
dgjie," said Ed's lawyer,.old JJudge; Barrr
clay, whoi was at the consultation.' "It
nieans a bis rake-off, for Dunkirk. Po-
litics is Zou .a money basis

'
nowadays.

That's .\u25a0natural enough; since there la
money .to' bo" made out of 'It. Idon't
see how, those in politics that don't
graft.';asithey* call it, are.any better
than those that do. 'Would, they get
oflice if they;;idldn*t. help on. the jobs

of. the grafters? Isuppose we might
buy

'
Dunkirk ."off."*,

"What" do ';you think, Harvey?" asked
Ed.'

- looking anxiously at me. "We've
got;to "fight the devil with flre, tyou
know.',' •' ;'.'

.:I.shook -mv head. "Buying him off
isn't 'flsrbting—lt's surrender. We must
fight him—-with fire."
Ilet them talk themselves out. and

then said, rwell;I'lltake- it to bed with
me.';. "Parhaps something • will

-
occur *to

me that can "be worked up into a
scheme." / ;, , '. '»....

In fact. ;l,had; already thought of a
scheme, ..«but/ before suggesting it -,r
wished "^toXbe sure it was-asgood as
it seemed.'"' Also, there was a funda-
mental moral obstacle— the" road would
bo a public benefit;; it ought, to be built.'
That . moral 'problem -caused most of
my .wakefulness that" night.

'
simple

though the solution was when it finally

came." » The
-
first'thing;'Ed said to nxe.

asjwe faced: each other alone at break-
:fast, v

." showed -me how well .spent those
hours were. **-*""• 888l\u25a0!•...!\u25a0

•(Contlnued Xext Sunday.) .

v fali to'-make 'it clear -to •the :people -.why;
\ l^wakCnot'jsucceedirig .and what a sweep.
!there %must "be c-before J. Jackson \u25a0 County \u25a0

!cqiild\have 'ariy'.^legal '\u25a0 reform;vl:made an
", even ': more ;vlgorous £ campaign ,fof^;re-
election than;Ihad

-
made four years be- ;

;fore. ;. Theifarmers ';stood vby^ me -fairly

'.well. -.but; the;town went' overwhelmingly
against me. Why? Because Iwas "bad

•for business" and,-- If re-elected, would
be still, worse. .The corporations with
whose'; iaw-breaklng Interfered > were
threatening to ,remove .their*:pjants

v from Pulaskl—rthatiwould;have"- meant
.the departure'ef ,thousands of the mer-
chants' ..best ;'customers, and J, the . &*-„

istructlon' of,the town's prosperity.. I
Ithlnk r. the; election >was fairly 'honest.

Jman beat me by about the
'same •majority -by which Ihad been
"elected...:! • ";". .•.

• • V'
.'"BadYor business:"— the most potent
of. political,slogans.; And.It'\u25a0.will. in-
evitably .result some day. in the con-
centration.' of. absolute

*
power, political

arid all'other;klrids, s in.the hands of the
few who^s are; strongest^ and ,cleverest.' ;

\u25a0".For;. they, can*!ihkke;.the* people"-bitterly.';'
regret and speedily,' repent •haylrig.trlei *

!to .correct*' abuses;; and the; people, 3 to
save ""their dollars, "will sacrifice
their.., .'liberty.' I/doubt. If \u25a0 they
will.;'InTnOui*. ! time at .least, learn
to."see far enough' to realize that ,who

\u25a0captures ;their liberty captures them ancj.
"therefqre.^their dollars toy..; . -
i'By my. defeat. in that typical contest I
was disheartened, embittered— and ruined.
For,*In:•my; enthusiasm mc;confidence I

!had. gohe:":deeply.;, into /debt for the >>jt-'
•pensea of;the reform 'campaign. At;mld-
'. night,;of, election „day -.I- descended iInto,
the'1black cave of despair. For three"

!', weeks ;lexplored it.. When Ireturned. to.,

the. surface, FI..was •a man." ready ;to deal
wlth'men^onjthe. terms of^hunian:nature-• I^hadS learned imy lesson. <v / , , •"

IIFor woman the cost of the attainment
:'or.womanhood's maturltyis .the beautiful.
:the -divine :-. freshness

• of;girlhood. ".For.
man', the", cost'- of -the attainment_of man-
hood's full.'strength arid.poT-er, is equally-
great.- arid equally sad,— his divine faith

Mn-huinarivnature, .his' divine:belief ;!that
abstract justice and right and

•
truth rule

the:, world,r , / .' \u25a0' . " .
?-!Even now. wljenlife is redeeming. some
of \u25a0': those"; large' promises to pay.:whlch I.

?had;lonsr!aßo given, up as hopeless bad
, debts geven jnow, it gives |me >a wrench .

'\u25a0 to remember the cruelest "chapter in that
Bbitter8 bitter \ 1csson. 'So cektaln .had Ibeen of

.that Ihafl arranged to|go to
Boston 'the day' after my triumph at the-
polls. .For I-knew from friends ':of the
ICrosbys* in',Pulaskl that Elizabeth was
still unmarried, was not." engaged; and
upon ithat

r-I,had; built!hlgh;a romantic
jhope^^'^;. ;'. ,•> ,'-,?.-.:.' --,:'\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0' ;.".."

" • '!;*,
'-made up my mind that mother and,l

imust ileave Pulaski, that'll mustfgive up
•thftilaw;,aridImust, in.Chicago or. Cleve-
,la nd,^gef something -to t

do; that iwould
•brlria^in.a^livlng at once.,; Before Ifound
.couraire.jto*- tell her that '- .which. would
Vblasti hopes, wrapped ground ;and rooted
in-her -very 'heart,' and, fortunately," be-

. fofe"-i ;had
'
to: confess >toIher .'the- 'debts

"Iha'd*-"made, Edward 'Ramsay threw .me
ca/Ufe-Une;;; ",'\u25a0..•;.'\u25a0 •'\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0=.• . -

..- '*'.
viHe came; bustling ,lnto_ my offlce one
afternoon, .big;and \u25a0 broad,", and obviously
pleased with,hjmself,"and,, therefore, with
the' world. ,VlHe -> had;harG:y changed In.

ithe years". since ?we .were !at Ann,Arbor
'

'tcgetlier.>He.had kept' up our friendship,

Iand had;insisted oriLvlsiting me several
"times, !thoughvnot^;ln; -the past four
years,'. :. which ',had,

*
been :. as

'
busy

;for:A>hlm as!, for -";me".*..'•" Latterly . his".
letters me to- visit him at their
great

-
country/ place,' away at the other.

J* end of.the' State,; ha^ set me a'.hardjtask-
!of.inventing 'excuses. ;;-. "r; v,.;*> /, \'J, ..!.X"W.eli,:iwell!"he exclaimed, shakmg my
.hand .violently'in both his. ,'^Ybu.wouldn't

-
;come Uo' see •mie,;*so^IlVe /cbnae •to'yofl.'' ;

I"
I'tried not' to^show'th'e.nervonsnßsa-.this.-;

iannouncement stirred.
'•

"I'm afraid you'll
"find our,, hospitality rather . .uncomfort.-

able.'V.was allIsaid. :". Mother \u25a0 and 'I,'had
5 not\spread much sail .tofour
'gust;'of.rprosperiH :;and'.when?the storm
beganl.Jo :gather, "she straightway close-"

'!• reefed.';- ,
;.;'. -:-- ,::-\T;.-':''cr. , \u25a0'\u25a0..

''
.."Thanks.- but J can't stop; with you this
time,"/ said ? he". "I'm making[an.inspec-.

/tlon of the Power .Trust's, properties, and-
I've got \u25a0mother.! and -sl*er.along,'

. livingJlnVthe Tprlvate •'car. the ,company
,;glvts^me' Vqr'the .'tour.'*.' *He;went on to

tell hdw,'; since hjs, father's :death, :he had
been forced Jntq ;responsibilities, and was.
among: many*other things, a member vof
Ithe Ppwer^ Trust's executive .committee."
\ -Soon came Che Inevitable question, "And

•how. are*. you/getting on?" ,
, "So so.", replied' I;."not too' well, just
at the present. ;;Iwas .beaten, .you know,
and'have to"go "back 'to'my practice In

'\u25a0-, January."^! /^"v :.-\l- '. .-X
'

-\u25a0" '•\u25a0> -«"^
;"Wißh-;you".livedl;in/my /part the

State." 'said he. ,'. VBut the. Ramsay Corii-
pany/hasn't ianything^dowri here." ;He'

\ reflected a.moment, ;then/beamed.~"l can-.get"you .the legal business *af..the \u25a0 Power :
'Trust ,lfyou;'want.!lt,",he :said. -"Their
lawyer;dow*n")hcregocs.on the bench, you."

\i know—he^ was s on;thej ticket .that' won.
Roebuck 7

" wj^nted >a.good; safe, first-class
manon^the 'bench hi;this circuit."..

*

.But he added ." nothing";mfareTabout .the
Power Trust. vacancy at PulaskljTrue, my-
first*Impulse - was /that t I-'couldn't ':« and
wouldn't ,accept; .also; I-told '; myself It
iwas

-
absurd ;to fimagine ;

'
they would s eon-

Ielder me.-; Still;,Iwished to hear.Varid hla
\u25a0j failure ito. retyrn ;U>.-the ] subject .,settled
"once more! "^thei clouds his; coming had
;liftedvS<jmewhat."j'\.*v'> ,?H,7 .;. "..
;-',' Mother !was |.not . well< enotrgli

-
to'".have ;

the !Ramsa'ys:at)thelhouse'r that, evening, :
,so Idined i'^lum>4n ;? the *• car. .Mrs:.
t Ramsay!?. was/t^-same /simpler silent,' ill-.•at-ease '

.'pers'oiViilKhad :;first imet at the
i^Anri;Arbor rcomniencemerit-^.yrobably: t he!
:sariie.that she had been ever "since her.:husband's ./wealth /.and ;;her.'children's-
;. infection :jwith' new-fangled >ideas \u25a0 had
;. forced, her! froni".the plaln^ways: of.her,
fyouth.l'"IC liko^lv.her, ,but ;I\u25a0was^not\ so :.. well!,ple4sed^wltb^»heKi daughter.*.*, Car;-"
lotta:was then tweiityftwo,'had; abund-
ant/noticeably nice" brown hair, an" in-

\u25a0 different: skin, 'pettish lips and.restl-
ess <eyes/ a:llttle,-too. close together—

:a,spoiled willful young "woman, 'taking
to.herself thedeferegce.that'had.been'
paid chiefly.to; her. wealth. . She treated
me as "if Iwere a^candidatei for <her
favor ?

whom; shewas, testing,, so ;that
sheImight -decide/, whether) she :would

'

be' graciously apleased to'.tblerato him. \u25a0

/Usually, superciliousness had not dig-
turbed'me.";-It!is;acheapand: harmless

'.pleasure of cheap; and' harmless -people.
;But just -at that tlmejmy'neryes were
\u25a0.out-; of order, arid Miss ;_Ra*nsay's airs
Of p'aironage "got" on' me./ I,proceeded -

!politely/to"rConvey, to: her the lmpres-
\u25a0 slon'that /she fdid not attract 'm«?.' that;I
;didkriot.'thlnk":her

'
worth ."whlle-r-tliis

'
•;riot- through'#.rtf u\jdesign of.interest-.ing by!piquing.ibut simply in'.the hope i;

of rasping upon :her as she was rasping
uporivme. ;:Wheri;i;saw'that!l had riot• gained ''niy" point /I.ignored her." .\u25a0.-"I

-tried /to -talk with .Ed, f.thtn < with^his
imother., but neither . would; 'nter-
ri

*fere'/between:.- me;/ and .; "'Carlotta. I
had to ,talk,to herjuntil"she" voluntarily

.-laspedjlrito, offended: silence. Then; Ed,
/ to vsave '.the feverifng

'
from;disaster; be-

ygan*djs"cussing.'iwith;me;the"ifate*of vb'iir"rr'classmate's, v;"I saw,Ithat ;Carlotta was'
studying, fnie S curiously-^even resent-

"small,*clear .handwriting first ceased ;,to
»greet.me, fronv/thejmall.. ;• V•'\u25a0'.". ''':'[.

"'.'•-/-.": v*\u25a0•v '*\u25a0''•" -\u25a0 '". IV.'-%"•_ ';:y- '''*\u25a0?,"

\u25a0*'; The; fchool \of Lite-as-It-^ls.
•j,A-day -or.so after/ 1.lost;the only case
of^co"nsec!uence*l had'nad'hv-more than
a year, Buck Fessenden came into my
offlce,' and, after dosing riie
with'thbse friendly protestations and
assurances which please.', even 'when
they do, not -convince/ -said:; "Uknow.
you won't give me away.V Sayler, 'and
Ican't :", stand any..' longer to wat^h
you going ori'thla way. Don't you see

the old man's after you; hammer and;
tongs? / He'llfnever.let !upH'You won't^get rio clients, arid. Ifyou do, you won't;

winno cases."
' '- \u25a0; •' *". , -,'

-
Those last .five words, spoken in

Buck's most \u25a0 significant -[re-

vealed j-whatVmy^mod^ty^^r.'^W^you'!
prefer, my stupldlty^hids hidden from
-njev^l-.had^known "all;along- that -ppm^.:
mick .was keeping ;away*' •\u25a0 and driving,

;away clients ;but •I.had not suspected
his creatures 'ori:the bench. To this day,-
aftei*.,lali-;thWe years of use, only\ with'
the greatest reluctance and with a; mor-,
al uneiislriess which_; would \u25a0* doubtless
amuse-; mpst 'political,*.managers,: do. I
send "suggestions'' or "intirriatioris"«to'
riiy^men in~[ judici;il"6fnce—and I-al-;
ways do; it,-and* always have. done!'lt.
indirectly.-And I•feel-relieved _arid
grateful, when my, »Judges ,.; . eager -.v to
"serve \u25a0 the _.\u25a0;party,''-, anticipate "me by

sending me a reassuring .hint. :• . ,.*.:'.\.
Idld'not Jet Bucktsee into niy mind.

"Nonsense!Vy I•poohfppohed; :..'Tve ?<no
cause

'
to""complain of lack

'
of business^.

but:,evcri if.:I;had/ I'd-.not: blame'; bom-.
-inlek or '.any tone ''else -but <; :rriyself.".
.Thqnf ljgave ;hlm a.straight :;butr good-

.'hurifored'^ibok. '.!"JDrop :it,JBuck."-; said
\u25a0I."\u25a0\^'\yhat \u25a0 did. the 'old 'man

'
pendf youj,to'

me for?.:What does ;he want ?'"..;•"\u25a0
'"

\

He-*was.'t!oo crafty, to" defendVari In-
defensible position. "I'll admit he did
;send* irie,'.'/ said he

'
wltlr:a;grlri, ;"bu^I

came ori-my own accourit.'Hoo.; Do you
want, toimake" it up. .with;him? •'

You
cah; getvbaek/urider

Nthe plurii tree if
you'll^say; the .word." /' *[• "/' .;;- :

I-could sco niy mother*, as ,1 had seen
lier'two hours before;. at ibur'poor.midr
day meal-^un: 'old; old" woinaii," so brok-
en; sor;worn!*j;And:all .thro*ugh;the mis-
ery, thlsvDotninick; had .brought upon
us. .Before Ifcould -control .myself Uo
speak Buck bufstouti a.look of alurm
in his face., "Don't say it;'^Mr.~Sayler—

-
I:know-^-If.know.jflVtold Vhim it'd be
no use.*; Honeßt.'h'e^airi't iis bad'as you
think—-he. don't know no better and It's
because he liked and .still-*likea;you
thatIlie waritsiyou:-back.' 1xsHe7iean.ed
across:-the desk 'toward v me," 'in :j!'hls
earnestness— and Icould not doubt "his
sincerity.; "Sayler," he ,werjt oni ''take

'.my.*advice',';" get out of the State. 'You
ain't* the -sort:,that' gives 1 in"and no
more is he. > You've, -got 'ihiore
than any other man Ikno'w./b'ar none,
but don't :waste, lt!;on a; fool flght.vYo"u
know,;enough ;about, polities' to jknow
what you're, up against." • ..' \u25a0

"Thank you,":saidTl, "but1, Til sdiy
0n."^..;- :V;

\u0084
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\u25a0 He gave. over,trying" to persuade me-
"Ihope,", said; he,;"you've got\ a card
up your, sleeve that, the old man:don't
know about.? ; !*- ;. \u25a0. . ti \u25a0".-.;'.•• <\u25a0,-... Imade .some vague- reply, /md -he.soon -went away. ;'X•felt; that 11had con-,

jfirmed his belief;iri^my fearlessness. Yet,
Ifhe could .have :lboked--irito'my *mlnd;
how he;would have, laughed -at: his -ore-.•dulltyljProbably: he-would;hav<»-pjtled
me, ,too; for,!it;'is. one.

'
of.the . curious

1facts iof .human
"
n9ture> tlyat ;me*n are

aihazed;,and t^eyen';dl3gust'ed ;wHenever!
they \u25a0/!,'\u25a0."gee— in.;

'
pthers-rthe ;' weaknesses

"that are universal. *-fls doubt"; not.;many
iwho read -these Vmimoirs .will,be t quite

Pharisaical, "thank >Heave"n that
they; are 'not touched* with any ;bf *my

rlnflrmltles. !."
" ':-.; <4' . ''.'\u25a0'-

Itmay have been.cojncidence, :though
1 think not, .that,.a

'
few.. days tafter Fes-

£senden'sf-calI;"C; ?a;-;reforrii >'movement
against appeared

'
vupon -the

surface .of/Jackson County politics.! I
:thought, ..at I' the" time,": that -It the'
first:streak ?. Qf '•% the Kdawn'jI}had been
watchlrig*-fbr-^-the) awakening V.of -the
sluggish': moral 'sentiment 1of the .,rank

;and^ file.of«theiy6lers. ;Iknow now, that
-it-,wasf merelyrthej.result of;a^ quarrel
ariiortgithe corporations -that employed
;Dominick.'" -He- had, .been giving" the
largestj of;.thcm,v ßoebuck's -jUrijversai

!Gas s and iElectric;Company,I;. called the
Power; Trust; niore "than- iisf'prbpbr-. tiorialshare of the privileges and spoils.

-.T^e bthcrslhad';proteBte'dviri|,vd|n. !arid
;as ,'a^last; resort had ordered "their;;law-
fyers;tb.'organlxe 'a movement to4."purif-
y"Jackepn County, Domirilck'sstrong-

•hold.**;* \u25a0" *:*\ .* ::"> -"--!. ..\u25a0*' ;\u25a0' -*\u25a0*.''

Idid. not then know It.but Igot' the
nomination for !county::prosecutor
phiefly. because none of,:the; other-law-
yers,*, not .even those;- secretly ing
the reform campaign, was^rave "enough
publicly !to!- provoke. the *Power: Trust.
11made a house to"'houses farfn to'; farm,
mari;tq- man,";banvaes.^v We*had.the ;'s"e-.
cret,- ballot.rand ;I-was elected/; The
people . rarely,. fall;tor respond \.to*\u25a0; that
kli\d?.,of^appeal r lf they.! are|convinced
that response.'cari

'
not; possibly ;hurt,

and-. may, help.'\ their;pockets. "\u25a0 jAiul,"".:by
thevlway.r.those \u0084übccaslorial

*
responses,-

significant 1neithereof; morality ;>nor- 61
IntelHgence,; lead political fur
astray.'

-vAs v>If5!honor .v or.::hone3ty jjcould
winyother.-than ;more or
less t"-;hypocritical '?->7h'omage^practlcal
hqmage.l.meari— among a people^ whose
permanen ti;ldeal, is iwealth,*:? noj.matter
how \u25a0 got'or.:how.'Uscd"fV That -is;another
way of chief -character f
is tic of 'Americans; is that .we:are'. hu-.
man r atidiwhatever -,we "may.;.profess,"
cherish.'the human ideal universal in<a
world-.where; want ;is";mail's ;\wickedest
eneniy and his mbst* winning
friend." But;V as \u25a0\u25a0; I!\was.' relating;
I .was "elected, "and

•
'\u25a0'. my ;ma-

jority"/; on the face \u25a0; of..'/the . re-
turns,-, was actually, ten and eleven.hun-
dred.l^; It\u25a0:' must /actually f have

-beeri many
thousands, ifor

-
neverj. before had:; Domi-

nick •J'doctoredU; the *tally sheets so :reck-
lessly. \u25a0CjJ^.".'"/. /," , '\u25a0\u25a0"<\u25a0 '\u25a0' \u25a0.'-"'\u25a0',' '-'\u25a0
;!Flna(^:ially Iwas now on; my;iwtiy to
the '<surface. Isupposed -that I:had ": be-
come

'*
a1'political^personage ialso. c -Was 1

not :.inVpossesslo'n i;pf >the ;most powerful

office iin-;the .county? :;-1 .was :astonished
that \u25a0-!neither ::Dominick •; nor,I. any .other
member 3ofc,h|s !gang rmade" the slightest

effortIto ';conciliate L*me.:between
day and the 'date* of myjtaking office.^' l
didVsuccced'i in 'forcing \ from tjreluctant
grand ? juries j

'
indictments) against"; a ;few

of'the; niostiriotorlousy butjleast 1;Import-
ant ;members !of ,the? gang; :and:.Igot;one
conylction-Vwhichg.wasj reversed' on? trial
errors by:,the higher, court.' .;r : .. -,\u25a0'.'\u25a0';
!-:The \ truth? wasl. that f my. powerrhad no
existence., :;Dominick, still? ruled.t through
the -Judges Vand ':. \u25a0 the '\u25a0 newspapers. -The
press'vWa^Ellerit . when. It"couldinot'^yeri-
ture'ito;'deprecate Jor s

'toVconuemri;me."; *.:\u25a0\u25a0
;.!But

'
1^fought rbn almost

'

alone.': 1did not

;Yet again \ and againVlj had!ryoted!|for.*>
•fnieasuresj Just' as \\ corrypt-^had cs voted >.»
i'for^thjni*;wlthvj-.noaprotest*; beyond at
.'cynical .Mihriig:and ja.wry",lq*6k.":';-Every.'
njan, even, the? laxest,\''if.:{hV*is^to'Tcpn-"..\u25a0-.

.tln-ue ito \u25a0 "count 'jas/one,'.' \must ;have a :,
:points where Vhe "draws

'
the"line iiwb«yopd f

;wMch^hirwlll;ndttgo.^, -Tha liar/must '
.hdve things 'he willYriot:lie about, the
'thief; things' he '/willnot steal,, the corii-.promiser tilings he*willnot compromise,
tSe practical', man|in;theVpulplt,";Injpol- '\u25a0-.

.itics, infbusiness,- In
'
the', professor's

'

.'chair, «.or '\u25a0\u25a0: editorial ,'v.tribune,., things*,1he

.will
"
not .sacrlficc^whatever ,thej: -cost.

'

Thatr.la -'''practical. Khonor*:" . f,.Jhad
reached i.lmy/ linof,of -v practical 2 honor,
my line r between.*. possible compromise '.
and

- cert'aln;,demorallzati6n.> '
And Ire-

.alized Itj'iv \u25a0'; :\u25a0\u25a0 ";-.:»\u25a0 .:\u25a0
• ;;;/, :-:.'{.,[\u25a0:\u25a0.

4 When the roll call*,ended il;rose, and,
in a voice .that \u25a0I .knew jwas firm{anda
-clear, said:i'.'Mr. Speaker, I.voted; In^ the
negative jby mistake. ,:,'-jL \u0084wish my. voto^
recorded •: in. the s-.afflrmative. ;•' \u25a0'I. "*

ain ,C
;/agaln»t ithe'; W11.',! :\u25a0.- r-A-r'.o'r-:v ,:i'-.',

:i'-.'
::;a':-fearful sllerice.rl, took my, ;

seat.' \u25a0 .Wlthia suddenness .that made me, '\u25a0'•

\1cap; :,a ;wil4Cand vcrazy '^Assemblyman,":-
.noted ias the, crank* of . that ','\u25a0 session, '
1emitted- a

'
fantastic yell, of enthusiastic -,

? approval. Again there-". was that; silence;.,
then tho, tension; of the^ assembly, floor.;
and crowded'gallerles,' burst in"a'Storm |

:of. hysterlcal^laughter.. .;; •" -
, ;Iwish Ir could

'
boait how brave I'-

r. felt as Ireverscd-;my vote,. how Indlf-.;
'fevent to that tempest of mockery,. an"d>
fhow*,strong 11jwent fofth;* to \meet :
|my;master, and' hear jmy death; warrant.' •
"But'

'
I/can't.^in.^honcsty^l'ni 'only/ v .

jhuman ,beinff, :;nbt\;a hero, arid^tljese
"arc v;my t.'confessjbris, ;not ;\u25a0" pro- '\u25a0

fesalons.'^Sor must relate that; though
the voice* that; requested the chance of
vote was calm and courageous, the man .

rbehind it was agitated: und sick; with'
dread. ;.There may be , those .who have;
the. absolute courage some ;men boast—?'

\u25a0^if not rdirectly, then :by implication '-in
-

.despising'Jiim. who shows that he hasj
It not. iFor;myself,:Imust- say that:Ie
never made.a venture— and my life has J
-been a succession of ventures; often '\u25a0\u25a0

"with my whole stake upon' the table-7-^
Inever, made a venture that I*did not j
have a sickening sensation at the heart.", •
My courage,'- if it can' bel called -by so !;
sounding a name, lias been. in;d

t
aring to":

make^ the [throw when every i'atorn of'
me was^shrieking, '.'You'll lose! You'll ,

:be ruined!" ",-"'• ,'.-,>'
\u0084; "'I-\u25a0"dkL riot see Dominick;until after
supper.* I

;

had nerved myself for a
scene— lndeed, Ihad', been ;hoping he
would insult me. .When one lacks the
courage ,boldly ;to:;advance^along the \

•perilous .course :his intelligence coun-
sels, he is lucky,lfhe can and wlllgoad
some, one into-^kicking;htm along: it
past the" point /where. retreatt'ls possible.
Such methods of;advance- are;not .dig- "
nifled, but \ then, ia;VljfcIdignified ? 1 To;\u25a0,\u25a0
my surprise^ arid."alarm,; porhlnlck; re-
fused cto,/kick"me Irito-manhood. ;,He
hadibeen'pald.-.and the :$77,000,' In-bills of

vlarge" denomination, were his
from -thejlnner

T

pocket of his
.'_- waistcoat. So he cariie up to me, scowl-
/irig/but^riendly. .';; ;
;.:"Why dldn'Vy°u«telr me you wanted
-to. be 'letv off,-.vHaYvey?" he said

'
re-*"

proachfully, "I'd:'a.'. done it.. Now,damn
you, you've putiriietin a" place ,where. I've

:got
'
to,give you^thej whip." , ;;

1

To flush 'at. thisv -expression ;. from
Dominick ;was .:a"'hypocritical ;refinement'
of sensitiveness/; Tor draw myself up
jhaughtily, *to, turn

'
on-,my,heel -arid walk

away—tha"t was/ the'^;silliness of a .boy.
Still, I;am gla'd>jydid iboth^.thdiseabsurd

ithlngrs;\ When^.lV'tbldsnfy.'raoth'en howI-
had" ruin«d myselfvlritppjui^she began,

;^to.cryr—«nd tearf her/, habit.
-

Then- slie got\rnyVfatfi^r'3vs]cturii"and
..kissedi it7,and ;talked •'td^itVabbl»tv me,
v,just as if1 he* "were:there*:wlthiU6,\*iand
,'.{d'r,'a vtime' I'.feUvthat 'Up/XsjX\iiQtpic \u25a0"*-'
statufe.;^, • . ; 'i "Xv;. "'\u25a0''?*?- 'J^i-'; \u25a0.'\u25a0• "\u25a0'-'\u25a0\u25a0 .

'.But. *as" the. days 'passed, >^ "with",:no
\u25a0: laurels in vthe. form ;of cases" arid "fees, i
>and as .-^clients? left - mcl; ..tlirpuglx ,
;fear" of. Dominick; power, I/.shriveled^
'back' -to. huirian size, ;and '^descended 5'
frim myIpedestal. ;, From the'iground^ .;
level, I'begari^again to look.about the ,;.
matter-of-fact f*vorld.^;V..^*',V;"3?
V 'Isaw twas making only,a first6mall
payment onItheY heavy!;;price . for.; the

--right: to'say no,for the r.lghttb be free.
•to
'break \with .any mah'ror.-any/ enter- :

''prise that riienaced-'triy; self -ownership.
That "right \u25a0I'felViVmUst, keep, whatever I
Its cost, r;Some :men Jt.an.V or; think jthey.;

•can, lend 'their self -ownership and take.i
;-lt back at' convenftnee;";!, knew I,was

\u25a0 not of:them— and>letv none' 1 of
'

them
judge *me." Especially ,let"none Judge

me jWho ;only 'deludes .' hlmseir*that ;he
ownsihlmself w'hq!'has<sold;hlriiself;all:
his,life',long1for*salaries and positions V
or,for.wealth,:oKfor.thclernpty -repiitaV
tlon ;of'power he ;only;- ou5an-,-;

;(other's 'sufferance, v ; '-.'\u25a0, -v •.;;"•;'-/'';•
\u0084 A]glance about me Ayas-.^cnoukh'. to
disclose Uhe' chiefireasori why-so many,^
;men .had surrendered/ the Inner

'citadel{i'
;ofvself-respect. '.\u25a0.' In the « crucial;;hpur;
'when' they

'
to jchoose ;between

-
sub-" ;

seVyienqe and 'a hard battle wlthadver-
Islty.iforthjfronctheir, hearts had jpsiied-;
:a'traltpr.lweakriess,' the

5
feeling of fe-f

. sponsibjlity.*.: t0.,~: wife;-,and ;children, *.and Y
thlsCtraltpr had: easily delivered :them!;

.captive, to some r master or masters. ;:
;More ,'\u25a0 less

'
than human;' .lVseemed ,to ',\u25a0\u25a0;

me, was thQ«'courage that •;could, make^
succeissful reslsjarfce tO:thls\traitor.arid::
Icqiild.strike .-down' and' drag ;dowri :jwife:,•arid •;children. "ImustI:give^up Eliza-*\

C bethf" I\u25a0 ;to iriyself,';;"for/,her ..: own;":
Vsake as well as for mine. ';Marry her I\
>must^ riot until;lam established s secure- ',-;*
;.ly In- freedomrv And-when}will•that:be
Ulnjmyimood.ofidarkness

\u25a0|.tfiefanswer 'to^ that'(nuc'Stliim'! waa ja>re-^
-J.len tless; •' "Never, especially ,*•If,• you/ are %
\u25a0; wfelghtediwlth'.tlie

'
sense vof,' obligation 1;

C*> to «her, ;oti,her.-.wastirig
"
her ,.'you.th? Yin;

:'iWßltlng for;you." \ \u25a0 -,';,:;..•• •; \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0; '•':\u25a0'.
'\u25a0' . Iwrotejher; all tthat was

'
In.niy»inlrid.!;-

l'lYou'must %forget ime," '\u25a0*I"said,"
'
"and £I.'

shall forget you-^-for Isee that you are.;
•not"for me"." ; . ; :>^: ; •
y \.The '; answer .came \u25a0' by telegraph:-
"Please don't ever again hurt':, me Jin J
that way."!*.' And of the", letter which-,. came ;

-
two days! later Iremember, "clear-!,

;ly;!thls"fsentence: :T"ll^you.twlll\riot.let ;
me;go 'on; with you," I,will make the

/Journey :alone." \
-

• ;,This shook' me,' but ,1;knewjonly 'tool:
well How. '"the" "and .beau-'.;

\,tiful ;legions , of „the
;and^the; ideal ;could put to V flight,

icouldfbe hurled headlong'into ;the abyss
;of :oblivion -by \u25a0 the phalanxes „of;fact. *

«-.\'"A. see ;what .l,must ido,";was my. ans- 1-
wer;to her :letter.* "And .11shall

'
do}it:

•Bo :merciful;to me, \Elizabeth.: > Do,not
tompt ;me to a 'worse cowardice' than ',

\u25a0giving" you up. 'I;shall, not 'write
again." !* v:/' : \u25a0;.\u25a0' - \u25a0!'._ ;{;•;

'::Vi,".\u25a0\u25a0':':'\u25a0-
'_*'\u25a0:?!And I'did.hot. Every.one, of her, let- \u25a0

]lters >.was ans wered^sometlmes, f;If:re->
!.wrotev;to! ::her

* ;the.;
vwhole •.;

> night ;\througri, my..'window :so :
;,that,1mother could Jnot' from!her ;window

\u25a0:see ;' the "reflection Jof ;jmy.;lamp's Might ;
fori'fthe 1"ground^ apd^become'i anxious. 11
i. But ',l;destroyed Uhose \u25a0long"^ and/ofteri ';
agonized; answers. "V/'And-'IIcan\'not>sayi!

;-.whether,' my;heart :•was *the
'
heavier \u25a0in

"rthe"months .wherifl/was getting herjet-'i
; ters, 'to twhich- 1.'dared \u25a0not orjln\u25a0

'

((

r those 'succeeding.? months"? when'7^ her S

,"?. I«oonfgave up .'trying to'fool myself;
;"• Imagining If;I

f
; wasithe,>servant;

.of 1 the X people .;by*!C Introducing v :or:
speaking for petty little \u25a0popular meas-
ures. .I*saw. clearly, that, grafts was! the
backbone, the.whole skeleton of leglsla-*

tlve:buslncss;-and % that
-
Its fleshly -cover

of pretended* pubHc^service 1could' be seen
only by the blind. Isaw also that no one
In the machlne^of {either

"
party had any

real power. The" State boss of- our party.'

United States Senator Dunkirk, .was 1a
creature %nd servant of;corporations. Sil-
liman.'Xthe IState". boss (of ithe jopposltion
party,.was the same," but 'got less for his
services, because, his" party:xwas thopele6sly

.ih'the minority aiidits niachine""could,be
useful^only -as! a, sort of supplement and
scapegoat. :;• V; v v

With. the men at thejtop, Dunkirk and
Sillimah* mere lackeys, Is,aw:my own
future .. plainly I

* saw myself
crawling on year aftej1 \u25a0 year—crawling
one of 'two roads. Ishould be-
come a politlcar'sculllon; a wretched par-

.ty.hack^.despising myself and de»p»«>d/by
those who'.-nased me, or.Ish,ould |develop

\u25a0into ar
lackey's lackey ior a plain/lackey,

lieutenant s'of a boss, or a boss so'-caljed-^
a derisive .name, • really,| when the ;only
kind of boss-ship open was head^politlcat
procurer to-one or .more rich;corpora-
tions" or group's of. corporations.' lfelt 1
should probably become a scullion, "as 1
thought V had. no" taste orfinstinct . for
business, and.'as Iwas developing; some;
talent for "mixing" and' for

'dispensing"
"h.ot alrA.frojn the" stump. ;; *.':J -'•
,Iturned these things over.' and.- Qycr 'in
niy mind with an energy ithat'^ sprang,
from shame, from the knowledgejof ;wha|.
my mother would think if she -kneW. the
truth about her son and from a« realiza-.
tlon'that Iwas no nearer- niarrylng Betr.
ty Crosby than before. Atlast I.wrought
myieli into a sullen fury^efteath a calm
surface.

'
The ' lessons in aelt-restraiht

and self-hiaing Ilearned injthat- flrat^of
my two"years as .Assemblyman have been
invaluable.

' ' . |" '. V, ".'
When Ientered 'upon my;. \u25a0 second .and

last winter.Iwas d'utwardlytas serene-as
—as a volcano on the verge of eruption.

CHAPTER III.*;.*,
'

;

\u25a0 Sayler "Draxrs the Lint." . / ::*,.
;

In February the railways traversing

our State sent to -the capltol a";bill that
had been drawn byoijr- ablest lawyers

and, reviewed" by the crartiest "pf. the
great corporation' lawyers of New York
City." Its purpose! most shrewdly and
slyly concealed, was to exempt jthe rail-
ways from practically all It
was so subtly, worded that this would be

disclosed only when the companies should
be brought into court for refusing to pay

their usual share of the ;taxes. Such
measures are usually "straddled" through

a. Legislature^that is, neither party takes
the responsibility, but the 'boss of each
machine assigns to vote for them air the
men whose seats are secure any
ordinary assault of public indignation.' ln

this case, of the ninety-one \.members of
tne lower house? thirty-two were assigned
by.Dunkirk and seventeen j6y*Siillman to
make up a majority, with three fto*spare.

My boss, Dominick, got wind that Dun-"

kirk and Sllliman >were cutting .an extra
melon of uncommon fsize. He -descended
upon the capltol and \ served notice on
Dunkirk that the eleven. Dominick.men
assigned, to vote fpr,the bill would, vote
against' it unless jhe got $71)00 apiece \ for
them—s77,ooo. Dunkirk needed every,qn'^f
Domjnick's :men. to. make up histportlbn
of the majority;;he yielded afterUfylng in
vain to reduce the "price. All'Dominick
would say'to; him" pn jthat';polnt,^so I1
heard! afterward, was: -• ''-"V

"
'^7 «J -

-.V-VEvery day.you put'me otTI go up 11000
a&iead.'.'- .. ''£"*.\u25a0 i•\u25a0[•' \u25a0 j•'i'':,,;-'.r, >"\u25a0'••-*"\u25a0\u25a0

""""
v \\V.who.were; tojbe

'
voted so:profitably

for1- Dunkirk. Silllman.V Donfltiick;and ;,the
railroads learned ;,what jwas; golngf: on;-'
Silliman -went /on*,a /'.'teariV and 'talked
toounuch. Nine. 6l:us,.not' inclu'dlngJmy-
self, got together £nd sent Gassldy',- mem-
ber from the Second Jackson ICounty^dis-
trict, "to Dominick to plead; fora share %
Ihappened to be with him in the.-Capital
City Hotel .bar when Cassldy came ;up,

and hemming and. hawing explained;how
he: and -his fellow insurgents felt.*,.. *

, Dominick's veins seemed ;cords VStrain-
ing to bind down a demon struggling to
escape. .'-'lt's back to the bench; you;go,

Pat Cassldy; back to the bencli where.l
found you,"> he snarled,: witha/vplley/of
profanity and

• se wage, r "I>: don'tVknow,
nothing:ahout this here bill except, that
It's for the: good of the piwrty.;*Gojback
to that gang of damned wh"arf4rats and
tell 'em IfIhear anothe^. squeak, I'll
put 'em where Igot 'em.", ./-:;; \u25a0;-Cassidy shrank away with,a/, furtive
glance of envy and 1hate at:me," whom
Dominick treated .with peculiar reconsid-
eration—l|think.it was because I\wan
the only;man .of education; and ,of >any

pretensions to .''family" In',ofnclal; posi-

tion:inhis machine. He used to'llke to

class himself .'and me -together,, as •."us
gentlemen," -incontrast to fthem •muck-
ers," meanlng\,my colleagues. '. y" C

Next: day, just:before, the voting be-
gan,.Dominick seated himself ;};at', fthe

front
;of- the- Governor's ;."gallery-i-the

only person in it.-;-Isee him;now as he

looked. that day, bjack and f
heayyf jawed

and scowling, leaning -forward i with
both 'forearms -on the railing^' and his
big,;flat ? chin resting "on' his vuptuvned,
stubby, thumbs. '-.',He wasithere toj see
that each of us, his,creatures,^deptnd-
cnt absolutely> upon him for s ourapolit-
ical'lives,, should voters he.; had'sbld. us
in block. There was no chance; to;uiUrk
or even to squirm." As the roll-call pro^
ceeded, one

-
after !another,l>seven:>f', us,

obeyed that frowning, fromthe gallery.
Jumped' through:the^hoop t»frflrefunder
the quivering vlash..*Iiwas 'eighth ori
the roll. \u0084

• ""•..r^'V.-.:--v'v"- '»
'*

"Sayler!" How my.Jnam«>>: echoed
through that. horrible silence! .V V:. /ci"»
Icould not answer. Gradually, every

face. turned toward me. -:I could see
them.; could feel -them, and,, to (make

bad "'enough worse, Iyielded to an.im-
perious, fascin.ation, the fascination; of
that Incarnation of brute power— power
of muscle and 1power^ of will.'.Iturned
my eyes Xup^n"the amazed, furious. wyes
of my,master./ Itseemed to me that his
lipsmust give passage to the oaths"and
filth .swelling, beneath 'his chest' and
seething behind his eyes. . x

"Sayler!" repeated the clerk ina voice
that exploded, within- me."::

" . '..;!\u25a0
;"No!'M shouted— not in answer to the

clerk, but InJ denial' of, that .insolent
master-to-dog command from the. beast
In,the gallery.

*
\u25a0

.The look in his eyes changed "to'relief
and- contemptuous : approval." '^:There
was a murmur of derision jfrom,my;'fel-
low- members. ,iThen Iremembered that
a negative; was, at' thatTstagef of/the
bill,

"
af,vote'lfor it—^had'done' just the

reverse of,what.I•
intended. k\u25a0: The J roll

callfwent fonrand Isat •debating -with
myself."; Prudence. \*'Inclination,*.*- the
natural timidity of youthTtthe iutter, fu^
tilltyof fear,11:above allfelte,
fear^— these Joined ;In'biddlrigr mcllet my
vote stand \as \ciast;; '/, On"the \u25ba other

-
side

stood ray.notion [oVself -respect.T" I*felt
I. must

-
then tiand •]there *»and ;. forever

decide Iwas a thing or a'man.

, "res," said I.—l,was!thinking ofthe i
debts and 'mother and BettjV "Yes,In-

deed: I'd esteera.it a great! honor, and.
Idbe grateful to you." j IfIhad thrust
myself over-head into A sewer Ishould
have felt less vile than I< did as my

fears and longings « uitered
'

those -de-
grading words. ,

'
•

He grunted. "Weil, .we'll-»cc- Tell tn«
boys* at the other table to come back."
He nodded a dismissal and gave me that
moist/'stroifar^grip ag-ain. '<\u25a0 v ~,

As Iwent toward the other- table.,

each man there had\a^hand .round his .
glass in readiness for the message of
recalL <Z'\ mentally called . the rollf—

'

wealth, respectability, honor, /all on
their knees". before Dominick; etLch- vwtth-
his eye upon the branch of the p}um tree .
thatbore the kind of fruit tie fancied.

'

And; I> wondered howJ— they. - -feU-
inside

—
for I*was then ignorant of the

great foundation truth of practical
ethics! -that a man's conscience" is not
the producer but . the ;product of^his
career. -y \ . ;, '

• Fessenden' accompanied \u25a0me" to 'the
door. "The old man's in a hell of a %

humor to-night." said he. ''His wife's
caught on. to a little game, he's been
up to, and she's the. only, human being
lies afraid of. She came in here, 6no
niJht, and led him out by the ear. What
a fool a man is to marry when there's
a chance of running into a.- moss like
that! But

—
you made a hit with him.

He-sides, he needs you. Your family—"
Buck checked himself, 'feeling that/
drink was making him voluble.

"He's a strong man, isn't he?" said
I;"a born leader.". ;

"Middle-weightchampion in his day,"
replied Fessenderi.- "He can still knock
out anybody in the organization. in one
round." \., . \u25a0- "Good-night -and thank you," said I.
So Iwent my way, not elated but ut-
terly .depressed— more depressed than
when Iwon the first case in which I
knew, ray clients- opponent was in the
right and had lost only because Iout-
generaled his .stupid lawyer. Iwas,
like most of the sons and daughters of
the vigorous families of. the earnest,
deeply religious early West, an idealist
by inheritance and *y training; but I
suppose any young man, however prac-
tical,-must feel a shock when he begins
those compromises between theoretical
amft practical right which. are part of
the daily routine of • active life, and
without which active life is impossible.
.Ihad said nothing to my mother, be-
cause Idid not wish to raise her hopes
—or her objections. • Inow decided to
be silent until the matter should be set-
tled. The next day but one Fessenden
came, bad news in his face. "The old
man liked you," he began, "but

—" .
Ihad not then learned to control my.

expression. Icould not help showing
what ruins of lofty castles that, omin-
ous "but. dropped upon my head. .•*'You'll' soon be used to getting it in
the neck if you stay in politics," said
Fessenden. "There's not much, else.
But you ain't so bad. off as you think.
The old man has. decided .that he can
afford to run one of his reliable hacks
for the place. He's suddenly found a
way of sinking his hooks in the head
devil of the reformers and Ben Cass'
chief backer, Singer— you know him—the
lawyer." . > i-V-^•.."'

Singer was one of the leaders of the
State t»ar and superintendent of our Sun-
day-school. .

"Dominick has made De }Forest give
Sfnger the law business of the Gas and
Street Railway Company, so Singer iis
coming over to us.'%Buck grinned. < "He
has found that 'local interests must 'be

to the broader ..interests cf
the party in State and. nation.'

" .- .:*'.,,.
Ihad been reading inour party's-morri-';;

ing paper what a.wise and patriotic iriove
Singer had made in advising the putting,
off of a reform campaign— and 'Ihad; be- .
lieved In the sincerity. of;his motive! ;"*.' !

Fessenden echoed my. sneer, and ywent,
on:

-
"He's a rotten hypocrite;, but,* then,.'

we can always pull the bung, out of these
reform movements that way.'' r. •

"You said it isn't as, bad for.me as it
seems," Iinterrupted.,- ... ...

"Oh, yes. You're to be. on the. ticket.'
The old man's going to send yon to the
Legislature— lower house, of-course."..
Idid not cheer up. An Assemblyman

got only a thousand a year. .
"The pay ain't m'aeh,'.' confessed Buck,-

"but there ain't nothing to do except vote
according to order. Then .there's a great
dear to be picked up onthe^'side— the old
man understands that others have got .to
live beside him. Salaries in politics don't
cut no figure nowadays, anyhow. -It's.
the chance the place gives for.pick-ups."'

AtfirstIflatlyrefused, but Buck point-
ed out that Iwas foolish. to., throw away
the benefits sure to come through the
"old man's" liking for me. "Ht'll.take
care of you," he assured me. ~."He's got
you booked for a quick rise.*,' My poverty,
was so pressing that Ihad not the'cour-
age .to refuse— the year and, a .half of•
ferocious struggle and the longing to

'

marry Betty Crosby had combined to
break my spirit. Ibelieve It is Johnson
who says the worst feature of genteel .
poverty 1c its power to make one ridlcu- ,
lous. .1 don't think so. No; its worst
feature is its power' to. make one afraid.

That night Itold my mother of my
impending' "honors." We were in the
dark on our little front porch. She
was silent, and presently Ithought I
heard her suppressing a sigh. "You
don't like it, mother?" said I.

"No, Harvey, but—lsee no' light
ahead fn any other direction, and I
guess one should always steer toward
what light there le." She stood behind
my chair, put her hands ori my shoul-
dfrs, and rested her chin lightly on the

«top of my head. "Besides. Ican trust
you. Whatever direction you take,
you're sure to win in the end."_
Iwas glad it was dark. An hour

after Iwent to beu Iheard some one
stirring in the house

—
it seemed ;to me

there was a voice, too. Irose and went
into, the hall, and so, softly t<s .my
mother's room. Her door wa.s> ajar.
She was near the. window, kneeling
there in » « moonlight, praying

—
.

Ihad not been lon~g in the Legisla-
ture before Isaw. that my, position was :

even more contemptible than I-antici-
pated. So contemptible, Indeed, was it
that, had Inot been, away from home
and among those as "basely situated as
myself, it would have bden Intolerable—
a .convict Infinitely prefers' the peril-;
tentlary.tothe chain; gang. Then, too,
there was consolation ,in the fact hat
the people,' my fellow citizens, in their
stupidity and ignorance about political
conditions, did not -eallze what public
office had come to mean. Athome, they
believed what the maebme-controjied;
newspapers said of me—that Iwas a
"manly, independent young man," -

that :
Iwas "making a vigorous; stand- for'
what was honest in public affairs,". that
Iwas the "honorable and distinguished
son of an honorable and 'distinguished
father." How often Iread' those and
similar eulogies of young' men -Just 1

starting in public,life! And; is.it not
really amazing that the"people believe,
that they never say to ,themselves:
"But, If he were actually .what he so.
loudly professes^ to be, how. could; he
have got publicoffice from a boss and a
machine?" . . . (


