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just leased. Its only
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and
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i Stanhope gate of Hyde
hich many of the fashjonabile

- t West End enter for
heir oon drives. It is at the apex
of a triangle formed by Park Lane, South

street and Dean street, in the heart of
e aristocratic section of the city, not

from Buckingham Palace It was
eased from Cabtain George Lindsay Hol-
ford, egquerry to King Edward, 1d was

built by Captain Hoelford's father about
fifty vears zgo, being a2 modern edifice in
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comparison with most of the other Lon-
don alaces, more comfortable and bet-
Le ranged. Its interior appointments
} en renovated from time to time, so
that its sanitary arrangements are per-

fect, and it has been thoroughly redec-

orated for Mr. Reid's occupaney.

Its facade, approached from the Dean-
¢ Crescent, leading toward Hill street
and Berkley square, is almost imposing,

the central hall is one of the hand-
st in London, being rivaled only by
that of Stafford House. The grand stair-
case of marble i reported to have cost

150, 60¢ There is-a large picture gallery,
and valuable works of art are also dis-
tributed about the house in all the large

omg. There is a library with one of

0 be found in England. Its treasures, in
ct, are too priceless to be frequently
and age constantly kept under
#Iany &f the wvolumes can be
hed only in the British Museum and
fleian Library,

iester House is  especially well
] entertaining, from its com-
site in the fashionable section,
ssive size and large and well ar-
ranged rooms. The drawing-room and
ballroom are well lighted and spacious.

One ,_f the most notable decorations is a

sple mantelpiece supported by the

crouching figures of nude caryatids.
Though full

of artistic treastires belong-
Ing to a private owner, the contents of
this magnificent mansion are pretty well
known to the public, owing to the cour-
tesy of Captain Holford, who was always
ready to open Dorchester House to art
lovers on certain mornings of the week,
and who seldom refused requests for the
exhibition of his pictures at Burlington
House, the Guildhall and other galleries.
Consequently the masterpjeces on the
wails of the picture galler y. drawing-
roomy; dining-room and othe: apartments
are well known. Among them are two
early works of Velasquez in perfect con-
dition. Ome is a life size portrait of
Philip IV in buff doublet over chain ar-
mor and the other is a large portrait
of the painter's patron at court, the Dyke
Olivares, the Prime Minister responsible
for the iess of vast possessions of the
Spanish dominions.

Naturally such a house requires a Jarge
staff of servants. Captain Holford, when
he occunied it, had as many as twelve
men and a score of women td keep the
etsablishment in proper condition. A still
larger retinue was engaged hy the British
Government when it rented the building
for the use of the Bhah of Persia on his
visit to England some years ago. The
stables of Dorchester House will also re-
quire a number of grooms, as Mr. Reid’'s
equipages arg surpassed in elegance of
appointment only by those of royalty

most costly collectiong of rare books”
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a treasure house of art and decorative
effects and at once impresses the visitor.
It has -dignity and elegance attaching
to a princely home.and is so exclusively
used by Mr. Tower, the routine business
of the Embassy being transacted in regu-
lar office quarters in the Unter den Lin-
den. The house was redecorated In a most
artistic manner, under Mr. Tower's su-
pervision, before he moved into it. Mr.
Tower pays several thousand dollars a
year more rent for his house thag his en-
tire salary as Embassador, but his acqui-
sition at once placed him in the front
rank of great entertainers in the diplo-
matic corps. Regarded as notably signi-
ficant of Mr. Tower's strong position in
Germany is the fact that the Kaiser dined
with him in the Embassy last year, for
the German Emperor has never before
been the dinner guest of any American
Embassador

George von' Lengerke Meyer, who
brought eclat to the United States Em-
bassy in ome during his official resi-

ST PETERSBURG—

dence as Embassador to Italy, has, sinee
his appointment to Russia, leased the
famous Kleinmichel palace already refer-
red to. It js an impesing structure, situ-
ated on the fashionable Serghievskaia,
near the French and other Embassies.
Its interior contains some of the finest
decorations in St. Petersburg. The pal-
ace has been the scene in the past of
many famous entertainments at which
the imperial family have attended. Its
exterior, decorated with bhuge carved
blocks of ice, deftly lighted up by electrie
lights, in these occasions, presented a
most artistic appearance. In the library
are some historical paintings by the
Countess Kleinmichel, and from his
frame in the big room known as the ar-
mory the famous Minister, Kleinmichel,
confidential adviser of Emperor Nicholas,
often looks down upon scenes of gayety
unparalleled in Europe. The family was
ennobled by Catherine the Great. Smes
the death of Count Kleinmichel his widow
has leased the paiace.

AMERT CAN’
RESIDENCE

itse:n. He hes taken over several of hiz
own horses and others Mave been added
to his stable abroad. His head coachman
is Willlam Brown, who served in the
same capacity for Measrs. Lowell, Phelps,
Lincoln, Bayard and Hay when they rep-
resented the United States at the Court
of 8t. James. Brown when a stable lad
was In the service of the late Lord John
Russell, Prime Minister of England.
Dorchester House was seclected by Mr.
Carter of the United States Embassy,
who acted for Mr. Reid, after receiving
several offers and looking over half a
dozen houses. he amount of the rental
has not been made public. One report had
it that the sum is $45,000, but a recent
statement in the Tribune, evidently au-
thorized by Mr. Reld, declared the print-
ed estimates to be “wild guesses,” and
stated that neither Captain Hoiford nor
Mr. Carter had any iIntention of satis-
fying public curiosity on this point.
Leases of.this kind are complex and
have to be drawn up at the embassies,
after consultation with the imperial and
Jocal authorities. As the British Embas-
sador in Washington is relieved from-tax-
ation an approach to reciprocity is made
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in London. When the United States Em-
bassador takes a house a portion of the
rates is relaxed by arrangement bet

the imperial Government and the local
authorities, the remainder alone being
levied against the property while it is
occupied by the Embassador.

Mr. Reid’'s English country house is the
late Earl Cowper's seat, Wrest Park, near
Ampthill, Bedfordshire, where the Em-
bassador and .his family will soon take
up their residence for the winter and en-
tertain lavishly. Wrest Park is a fine
place of 7000 acres. on which there is good
shooting, The mansion is almost as large
as Dorchester House and is richly fur-’
nished and well equipped with everything,
necessary for the entertainment and com-
fort of house parties. :

Charlemagne Tower, TUnited States
Emtassador to Germany, has also chosen.
one of the finest private buildings in the
capital to which he is accredited for his
officlal residence. This palace, belonging
to a nobleman of high rank, is situated
on the Konigsplatz, Berlin, just opposite
the Reichstag bullding and the colossal
Bismarck statue. Of plain yet impres-
sively substantial exterior, its interior is
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