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the Fusion Leaders—Chairman

Ryamn and Chairman Hickey,

and grace and skill may charm, the real

of man on man lies in his truth

and sincerity.

1 wonder how many in that Rgdience

with the tonic spell of his honesty upon

them went ‘'home thinking that if John

S. Partridge is not elected Mayor of San
John 8.

but

Francisco it is not Partridge

we need feel sorry for, San Fran-

cisco?
When the speechmaking was done
and the applause had died out and the
shuffle of departing feet was ebbing and
8. the box,

frie

I went to-John Partridge in

and ends
waliting to take

to tell

where his family personal

were him home, and
asked he

meant to make his fight for the mayor-

him me just how

alty, this is what he answered me:

“I'm going to ialk to the people in
words of omne sylinble, so that even
those who are agalnst me will have
no doubt about where I stand.

“I'm going to give tle facts as I
kunow .ﬂnm myself, and let the people
draw their own conclusions.

“Ralling, abuse, mud-slinging don’t
impress anybody.

“I menn business.

“I want the people to trust me, find
the day hax gone when you can make
men believe in high-sounding phrases.

“The great thing in a fight ke this,
where the issue Ix one of principle, is
to be right with yourself, and then you
can’t help being right with the people.”
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friend

fmploring them

“Vote for for ME

John
but

me, —-your

Partridge. Never mind politics—
¥

vote for Me.”

On the contrary, he is saying: “Don’t

vote for me unless you believe in the

principles I stara for. Don’'t give me
your vote merely on personal grounds.”

That's a most unusual candidate,
don’'t you think, a queer sort of a poli-
But that is John 8. Partridge,

candidate for

tician?

reform Mayor—not only

on the platform, but from early morn-

ing until late at night of the day on

which 1 follow in his wake to see him
\

do politics,

It is a day that begins early in the

morning, at

office.

half-past eight, in his

He does no politics in his own modest

home in the Mission. He has not even

a telephone there by which politics can
be thrust. in

upon its peace and quiet;

but no sooner does he set foot beyond
at 8 o'cleck, than he be-
candidate for The

Guerrero street

its doorstep,
comes the

first

Mayor.

man passing on
redognizes him as such, and wishes him
well, or buttonholes him to advise him
So does

he meets on the corner,

—or ask something of _him.
the next man
and the man on the car he comes down
town on, for all the Mission knows him.

At his law offices In the Call building
the real day's work of campaigning be-
gins—with the people waiting to tell
him what is being done for him, and
what isn't being done, what should be
done and what shouldn’t be done. They
follow each other 'as closely as beads
and the .
through all the hours of the day and
as many of the night as the candidate:
and his lleutenants are accessible.

on a string, string - runs

The places of meeting may shift from
the law offices on the tenth floor of the
Call -to -the
elevator, tb the street, to the personal
in the Spreckels

building to the corridor,
headquarters Annex
next door, to the Republican League
headquarters at 636 Market street, to
the street car, street corner, or any-
where where one man may grasp the
and

but the succession

hand engage the ear of anether,

of men who hayve
the infallible recipe for the winning
of the election is without intermission.

What a great game is this game of
politics!

And what a big place it has in man's
life!

How absorbing is the interest in it!
How eager the zest!

I find at the two headquarters ar-
rangements for the campaign are as
complete, 'as minute and detailed, made
witi as much care and forethought, as
in a great military organization.

There are committees for everything.

There is the topmost committee of
all, responsible for everything, the ten
men,

five 'fxom each party_quned to-

gether in the single issue of clean gov-

ernment, on whom it ;Jevolnve-s ;n .see
that the work of all the commntees is
donc. PR )

There are the commltie!s on organi-
zation, on finance, on printing, on ad-

vertising, on music, on meetinqa. on

the hiring of halls, who are to see to
it that every voter is accounted for,
that money 12 in the treasury, that
there are posters on the !ehces. an-
nouncements in the napers, bands to
play at meetings, quarters to warble
when eloguence wanes, speakers for

every meeting and meetings for all the
speakers, halls to hold the public that
must appraise its candidates.

Politics,
to examine the game closely, is not all
oratory and hurrah and brass bands,
and pictures in. the papers.

It’s a wonderfully adjusted fighting
machine in which results are not left
to impulse and but 'are;
sought for with mathematical prec!alon. Y

The Repnublican League, for exampfe.
starts out with the knowledge thnt

it .seems, when you come

inspiration,
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'F;)r no._ordinary employer ever got
such service out of emnloye.

The. spirit of the political worker is
the spirit of the
player, the football player.

nor what fa-
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He doesn’t

fox-

know what overtime is:
tigue 1s; nor loss of interest.
Outside  of

workers with their duties appeortioned

the regulagly enrolled
working

it

and'deflned are the volunteers,
for ‘sheer loweé of the game und not,
is true, entirely without hope of re-
ward, for human nature is human na-
ture, especl'al’ly in polities.

The ecandidate, 1 see, as [ follow
the ‘wake of Mr. Partr

float into office on the crest of the wave

in

idge, doesn't

of his popularity in the rosy glow of

red fire. He has, I should estimate,

at least twentz-four hours in his work-

ing day, and every minutc of every one
of them fis |-'nrv',-t/urc<l by denrands upon
his attention.

the committee
meetings and conferences to be attend-

ed to, the speeches to be prepared and

There ure important

delivered, the relations between oppos-
ing psrty lights to be diplomatically
preserved from rupture, the large and

Im;;ort.ml mattars of the business of
upeon, and,
of

between thém, a runuing ire triv-

jalities.-

Mr. Pyrirvidge nust receive and give
his auttention to the organizer
Partridge” club. It is a club of
High School

WhHO wWoie

of a
Lowell
now voters: boys

he

hoys,

schoolmates of his when

was winning his edueation; boys who
were pupils .of kis when he was fight-
ing his wa by

It is a fine compliment,

v into the law teaching

there:. paid in
a fine ‘spirit.

Then there the tailor who has two
waguens on which, if Mr.

provide them, he will display Partridge

is

Partridge will

banners every day and all the time up
to elgctldn elect, Mr. Part-
He will do this, and elect him—
ne'll

day—and =o
ridge.
Oh,

Mr. Pariridge wiHl give him the contract

elect _'him. sure, that way—if

to clean hig clothes for a year.
Thén there’s the man from a hall room
in_ am. obscure block, whose whole ex-

" terior ‘adverlises ‘the failure, and the dere-

er,
proless!oﬂl: and one quarter—the Portu-
gutse or Rouman'an or whatever it is,
candidate
for Mayor; or the league or anything or
nnypody' will ‘assure him a salary, just a

~

whe can deliver the vetes of two

busy day.

small salary to cover e¢xpeunses during the
time necessary to land the blocks of
votes,

There's the photographer who wants

Mr. Partridge to pose for him in impas-

sioned oratorical poses—and promise to

pose for no one else.

There's the man, careful kindly soul,

who wants Mr. Partridge to come into

another room with him where in privacy
he can show Mr. Partridge how most ef
the audience
Par-

his

to sit when
He thfnks Mr.
attentive
thanked,

fectively facing

from a platform.

tridge is not sufficiently to

posing—which, heaven be
perfectly true.
And

Aund

- photographer.

a solicitor who wants advertise-

chureh fair programime—only

about $£9 worth of space.

And come one to sell him tickets to &
church fair.

And some one else to” invite him to
speak at a Sunday school social.

And another man with more advertis-
ing space to sell

And a quartet for hire.

And just a pleasantffriendly man drop-
ping in to say he’'ll vote for him, and get
his in
him.

And

friends to becausg he bellevea

a man who makes svap—with an-

other scheme to elect him which in-

volves the distribution of Partridge cakes
of soap among the unpersuaded voters—
neat little cakes with a Partridge picture
come off, being prdtected by
varnish that keeps it from

lathering away.

that won't
some sort of

-
More invitations to speak

More church faig ticke

at socials,

More schemes to insure clection.

“More blocks of votes in imside pockets
of frayed and shiny couats.

More men to shake hands and wish
kim well.

And saniwiched between are the meet-
ings to arrange with committees about
advertising and about speaking, the con-
ferences with the district leaders, the
ormal meeting of the joint campaign
committee, the visits to district head-
quarters, and the big ratification meet-
ing at night.

There's the intermittent visitor, teo,
who has telling points for him to incor-
pcrate in his gpeeches, jotted dowm for
handy reference on the backs of old en-
velopes.

There's the man who wants to teach

him elocution to improve his speechmak-
ing. and the
with a new set of gestures that will bring
dogn the house every

And
court.

man who can supply him
time.

Valley case in
Mr. Par-
cool un-

there's the Spring
his

time

day
iridge finds that
hurried way of his to attend to this dut)

One of the provisions he has made
elected—WHEN
retain

Even on busy

the in

is that when he is is

the word, remember—he is to
the privilege to go on with the Spring
Valley .
On
be

slips

case.

witness
and he
the
aemands on his time to the court room
the Postoffice building to do
that.

Out
campaigning
that

his busy day there is a

to examined in this case,

quietly away from between

in

new

of
his

the myriads distractions
and
courtpoom to the
careful of the the min-
utae of expert testimony. The witness
i* suffering the effects of recent illness,
is ex-

of
he bends
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mind in

consideration

and the humanity of Partridge
pressed ja. the gentle consideration of
asks him his
but the vigilance of the alert

the

voice and manner as he
questions,
in questions.

all the people

their demands wpon his time,

lawyer is

He
make
course. It is beyond ong man's capael-
iy to do that, but with all that hg sees
and in all that he does he is the simple,
giving his ate
matter before

who
of

doesn’'t see

unselfconoscious man,

tention whelly to the
him. .
In the day's doings, in all this meeting

of people, I make a discovery for myseif,

and it is that John S. Partridge is not
what is called “a good mixer.”

He is not what is best described in
handy slang “a het-alr artist.”

He is too sincere to acquire popularity
by the oily, easy glad-hand method.

He beguiling, but he is con-
vincing.

I noticed that the many
to shake hands and wish him well
not the back. but they
give him ready respect.

If good mixer he
tact and courtesy
listening with keen interest to
supercili-

is net
men who came
did
slap him on did
has
He is

he is not a vet
and kindiiness.
receptive,
the other man's opinion,
self-sufheient—and never sub-

never
ous, never
servient,
hands with him seemed to give him their
ready respect, because they could re-
spect themselves in giving it

The men who came, were not of
the usual type peculiar to political head-

slightly shabby
furtive-eyed, soft-
handed and very much
of the same clean, clear-cut, aggressive,
energetle type that the candidate for
Mayor is. They looked like men who have
homes and families and regularity of bar-
bers and pay days. They came in as
though they came for a definite purpose.
and they went away as though they had
some place to go and sc aething to de
when they got there—a new type of poli-
ticlan rallying around a new type of can-

didate.

and the men wno came to shake

too,

guarters—that sleek,
lovse-cheeked,

ispering. but

type,
W




