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The ng line of snowsheds
between Sacramento ar

Nev,, begins at a near B
and winds its to
grades of the Slerra
over their summit, and down the eas
siope almost to Truckee. This stretch
forty miles of railroad is through
very heart the Sierras, where the
snows of winter fall to a great depth,
varying from five to thirty feet, and ac-

ate great drifts, blocking and
ving out of sight the ordinary high-
of travel. To protect the rallroad
denger of interruption of com-
and blockade of traffic, the
snowsheds were bulit over the track,
forming a shelter for the trains.
eheds are not of temporary character, in-
tended for one season only, to be replaced
th® next, but are strongly and substan-
tially built, designed to tand
fiercest onslaughts of nature’s forces. The
timbers are twelve and eighteen inches
square, and the planks on the sides and
roof are from two to four inches thick.
The sheds are firmly braced and tied to-
gether, and anchored securely.

The original cost of the snowsheds
stands a tidy sum on the books of the
allroad company, and the anr ex-
iture for repairs and maintenance
represents a small fortune. It was once
stated by Leland Stanford that the sheds
originally cost $1,6500,000. Least year the
repairs and overhauling of the sheds was
& charge of over §100,000. It is little won-
der that the line of sheds is care-
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e prot on of the sheds from the

Y fire is a matter of prime im-

I The sheds must be kept intact,

for otherwise the line, of travel would

] blockaded m the winter

r as elsewhere in the

system and organi-
A fire in the sheds
I one of the things
lway circles, because
and property in-
ion of traffic. The
fire brigade must be
and is as highly efficient and as thor-
oughly trained as any company in a
metropolitan fire department,

The system which secures this protec-
tion eonsists of two parts; first, the fire
patrol, and second, the fire trains and
their crews.

The fire
: iy

organization of the

outbreak of fire through the

walkers and the lookouts. Eternal

v ance is the price of safety in the
En and herein is demonstrated
th 1 of the patrol. The track
lkers are men constantly patrolling the
track before and after trains pass
through the sheds to inspect the condi-
tion of the track and to see that ob-

structions are removed to prevent acei-

dents. Their beat Is usually three miles
in length. One of their most important
duties is the detection of fire in the
sheds, At short intervals along the line,

about three-fourths of a mile apart, there
eignal boxes, connected with the sta-
tions where the fire trains are located.
When & track walker discovers a fire
he turns In the alarm at the nearest sig-
nal box, and the alarm is registered at
Summit, Blue Canyon and Truckee. The
fact that fire has been discovered and an
alarm turned in s at once reported to the
superintendent ¢f the division at division
headquarters in Sacramento.

The main fire lookout is located on the
top of Red Mountain, a high peak of
the Bierras near Cisco. Red Mountain is
about 8000 feet high. From its summit
almost the entire line of snowsheds is
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obstecl® that Percy was up

ther
ainst from the start was the fact that
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he was the youngest son. Youngest sons
are usual regard®d as more or less sur-
plusage reserve force in the family
stable, so speak. If bhe runs well,

everybody is surprised and mildly happy,
but no one puts his money on him. The
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eldest sons are the favorites every time
and they are the ones who receive the
greatest attention from the trainer. Be-
sides the youngest son has so many marks
to live up to. The first boy on the scene
has no previous performances staring
him in the face. If he goes wrong and
lands in jail, every one pities him and
calls attention to the fact that he got all
his bad traits from his father, who was
just like him when he was a boy. If
a younger offspring lands in the clutches
of the law, before his elder brothers are
apprehended, every one wonders how a
boy with such model relatives could man-
age to strike the wrong road.

Thus it will be seen that Percy was up
against it from the time the curtain rose
on his little act. His other brothers, who
had been given good, useful names, like
John Henry, Willlam or Charles Edward,
names that are guaranteed not to rip,
ravel or run down at the heel, were al-
ready well established in the favor of

patrol keeps the closest watch®

ey

7

vigihle.” A° more suitable” watch tower
than this lofty peak, rearing its head
into the clear Sierra sky, could hardly
be found anywhere¢. The exceedingly dry,
clezr atmosphere makes it possible to see
distinctly for great. distances. The fire

lookout is maintained day and night, and
froin this excellent point of vantage the
outbreak of fire can be located. With
telescopes and field glasses trained on
the sinuous line of sheds winding in and

firs

out among the mountains the lookout
coramands the situation absolutely. An
incessant, unrelaxing vigil guards the
line of travel from the attacks of the
ravaging flames, The instant a fire is

deiected by the watchers on Red Moun-
tain the alarm is sent to the stations
where the fire trains are held in watting.

In the fire patrol, besides the track
walkers and the main lookout on Red
Mountain, the company also has special
watchmen stationed ‘at other points of
long range of vision, such as Tunnel No,
Six, Lakeview, Shed Twenty-nine and
Tunnel No. Five. )

On the portion of the Sacramento divis-
ion where the snowsheds are located there
are three fire trains, one stationed at
Summit, one at Cisco and one at Blue
Canyon. Each train is made up of a fire
ergine, which is a locomotive| equipped
wth a powerful pump throwing three
streams of water, a tender, and two
water cars. The trains are also equipped
w th telegraph and telephone outfits. The
cers have tanks capable of holding 18,500
gillons of water, They are fully equip-
ped with fire hose, some of it on reels
and some laid out on top of the cars, also
ladders, axes, saws, ropes and pike poles.
Around the top of the cars, on which
tle crew rides, runs a stout railing to
kep the men f{rom being pitched off
when rounding curves on the way to the
fl es.

Che regular crew of the fire train con-
® sts of engineer, fireman and brakeman,
who devote their whole tiine to the fire
train. When an alarm is turned In there
a e added to these a telegrapher, line-
n en, section men, and all others working
f.r the company around the station who
a-e not actually needed at home.

[t is a time of genuine excitement at a
g atlon when an alarm Is received. The
a arm, “Fire in the sheds,” electrifies the
@ r around the station. Where all was
¢ 1iet before, relieved only by the throb
¢’ the engine of the fire train at meas-
L red intervals, now the scene is one of
t astling activity. The shrill blasts of the
1 comotive whistle summon the crew, who
¢ome rushing from all quarters. The
{ reman crowds on steam {n the engine,
v hich is kept fired constantly, ready to
1iake an Instant start. The engineer
1 ashes to the office of the station agent
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or opegator, and from the register of ar-
rival d departure of trains and the
timetables detcrmines the exact location
of all trains {n the vicinity of the re-
ported fire and between the fire and his
station. It is a time for quick decisions
He must map out his plan of action. He
must know where the =sidings are at
which to pass the regular trains. He
must not forget the extras and specials
that may be on the road. He must think
of a multitude of things in a brief period
of time. He is rapidly sizing up the gitu-
ation as with feverish haste he fingers
the pages of the time table and register.
It is a scene of intense dramatic action
taking place in the little office of the
opsrator, with the engineer as the chief
figure.

The engineer checks the train register
to see what trains due have not arrived.

The superintendent in, Sacramento givs
him running orders and train rights.

Sometimes, however, the telegraph wires
are down ands communication is impossi-
ble. In such event the engineer proceeds
to the fire by “blocking” from station to
station by use of the telephone. If the
telephone wires shauld also be down, he
sends a man ahead of the train on foot
or on a gravity car to protect the fire
train from opposing trains.

Meantime the crew, consisting of about
a dozen men, have clambered on the
train, some on top of the water cars,
suome on the rear pilot, and all await the
start. Having received orders which
give him the absolute right of way over
all other trains, -and the track being
cleared, the engineer pulls open the throt-
tle and the wild ride begins. 1In less than
three minutes after the receipt of the
alarm thegtrain {s speeding away to the
scene of danger. Every pound of steam
that can be safely crouwded on is applied
in the race with the flames. The engine
and cars sway from side to side as they
swing around the sharp curves, and the
train flashes past the stations and block-
houses. It is a thrilling and dangerous
ride. The speed attained on these runs
of the fire train often exceeds a mile per
minute, and some of the stretches ot
road are not built especially for such
exhibitions of record-breaking time. It
certainly 1s a test of grit and pluek to
gulde a train in such a meteoric flight.

In a few minutes the train has reached
the scene of the fire. Then comes the
real work of the run. The engineer usu-
ally takes charge of the situation and di-
rects the forces in the fight with the
fire. The orew work together with ra-
pldity  and precigion. The hose is de-
tached from the ecar and attached to the
pump on the engine, and powerful streams
are soon playing on the burning sheds.
The water supply is in the tanks on the
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heir parents. One of them had a half
nterest in a shoe store down on the
:orrer with a fighting chance to be
thased into the board of alaermen the
i1ext time that the rascals were to be
:urned out. Another brother was holding
the steering gear of a coal shovel on a
treight train, and a third had a steady
job instructing the young !dea in various
forms of intellectual marksmanship.
When he was not busy gathering in a
rich harvest of these valuable beasts he
was drawing plans and specifications of
the left hind legs of bulifrogs or the up-
per right antennae of the common or
garden culex anopheles. There is no
doubt that Percy could draw things of
this sort In a manner that would have
made Sargent sit up and take notice, but
when it came to drawing useful things
llke salaries or extra pay for overtime
he was all to the bad and no help in
sight. !

When he broke into the happy family
circle one night and announced that it
was him to the State University as soon as

. H

he could find an unoccupied freight car go-
ing in that direction his parents threw up
their hands in disgust. You can see from
that how sick they were of Percy. His
father told him that henceforth he was
no son of his, and his mother wept large
weeps into a perfectly clean handkerchief
and inquired between sniffs what he
meant by his base ingratitude. At this
lavish exhibition of parental sympathy
and affection Percy retired still further
into his shell and plugged up the hole.
He saw that it was to be a game of
freeze-out and that he had to make good
or retire from the game for keeps. There
were no more chips coming to him from
the parental bank.

At this point Percy rose to the occa-
sion and stood on it with both feet,
demonstrating for the first time in human
history that whatever a rose might do
under an alias, at least one Percy was
man enough to live down his name. To
trace his progress through the State Uni-
versity would be a tedious matter, and,
besides, the trall is cold by this time.
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cars which are a part of the train. If
the fire is well under way and has as-
sumed dangerous proportions, a second
train may be sent from another station
and the two crews work from both sides
of the fire. But for ordinary fires one
train only is sent out.

Fighting fire in the sheds is sometimes
an ugly plece of work, as the heat be-
comes intense, owing to the highly in-
flammable character of the material of
which the sheds are built, and the sur-

The simplest plan is to wait outside until
Percy emerges with his sheepskin under
his arm and his cerebellum wrapped in
chamois skin. It might be suggested,
however, that he supported himself for
four years by acting as valet in chief to
a Jersey cow and a family horse of large
appetite and no designs on. speed or-
dinances. He also continued his pursuit
of the bug that flieth by night and the
caterpillar that creepeth by day, and
wrote two or three highly interesting and
lavishly {llustrated articles on the reasom
why a grasshopper hops and the voltage
of a firefly's lighting plant, for which he
recelved great praise from his professors.

Qceasional reports of his progress
reached his sorrowing relatives at home
and only confirmed their gloomy fore-
bodings. As one of his loving brothers
put it, there was no money in bugs—ex-
cept goldbugs, and that variety was ex-
tremely wary and hard to land. The shoe
store brother had by this time acquired
full control of the plant and was chair-
man of the aldermanic committee on

.

rounding brush and trees easily ignite
and add to the extent of the trouble. The

blistering heat frequently causes the
heavy steel rails to warp and twist, ren-
dering it necessary to lay new track
before trains can pass over the burned
stretches.

The heavy loss entailed by destructive
fires in the sheds which occur every year
makes this branch of rallroad mainten-
ance a vital part in the economy of ad-
ministration. The fire train and crew
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are most important factors In the various
branches of rallroad service. And al-
though they are brought into prominence
only on extraordinary oceasions, and
«.erefors are little known to the publia
at large, yet their discipline and efficien-
cy are constantly cuitivated. The tast
comes when emergency calls them into
action to protect the line of semmunica-
tion between California and «ie East.
It is then that they demonstrate thelir
value.

BY NICHOLAS NEMO

street crossings and sewers. The fireman
had been promoted to the proud post of
engineer of a switch engine and the
schoo! teacher had had his salary ralsed
twice in four years and was meditating
matrimony when he could find a woman
who could stretech a five-dollar bill to
cover as many articles as a horse blanket
would.

About this time Percy blossomed ouat
with a thesis on the commercial value
of chinch bugs, and on the strength of
it the United States Department of Bugs
and Their Uses appointed him speeidl
commissioner'in the field and sent him
to Germany for two years to study the
Gern:an insect on his native heath. Flis
imperial Majesty, Hoch der Kaiser,
made him a special speech all for him-
self, and conferred on him the decora-
tion of the Red and Green Suspender in
recognition of his efforts in behalf of the
human race. On the strength of the
speech and the decoration, Percy con-
tracted matrimonial obligations with
the daughter of the Herr Frofessor

Flelschkugel, who was known as the
most famous authority in the world on
the ways of the pestiferous but more
or less persistent mosquito. FHe was
also the possessor of an independent in-
come of & hundred thousand marka per
snnum, As far as Percy was concerned
they were easy marks.

At the present writing Percy I8 the
hend of the Government Bug Depart-
ment, and the business manager and
gereral passenger agent of 3 red anto-
mebile, with a record of forty miles an
hour ard three arrests on omne trip. Mis
brother's shoe stare has been sold to
Pay taxes; the switch engine blew up
and eliminated the epgineer, and the
school teacher Is stilll 'ogking vtTor a
woman with 2 sufficiant knowledge of
the elastic cqualities of Ave-dollar Lills,

AH of which goes t» show that while
a child may be the father o the man,
it's a wise «ohifld that knows it own
father. It alse shows that great things
from small bug-innings R

(Copyright, 1968, by Brist.)
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