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THE YE-BITCHAIDANCE OF THE NAVAJOS: FROM LIFE

TO-NIGHT
the Navajos are dan-,

cine.'• In a far-away corner of North-
eastern Arizona, where their des-
olate, domain reaches its/ barren

leagues beneath the frosty' stars
—

mesa and plain, steep-walled canyons

and mountain peak
—

the tribesmen
gather from the remote canadas,

where their hogara stand darkened and
gijent."

For nine days vthey have come from
the points of the four winds upon their
Bkagsy little ponies, with their wag-

ons and their \u25a0vvoirieirund their /chil-
dren; the brown little babies rolled
Bafelyin their mothers' blankets, the
shy young girls peeping coyly from
th^w-aqrons. and the restless . boys,

whose k^ea. prying eyes never miss

a movement. Even the dogs and

camp kettles look, alert—for on this

niffct. the
'

medicine men call to

their aid the mighty Spirits
- 'of •

tho
l.a st— the ye-bltchal. the giant .grand-

fathers of old., s' .
For nine nights the strange, rhythmic

hum of the medicine chant .has not

ceaicd .in'tne bis ye-bltchai \u25a0 hogar or.

medicine lodge-^for' nine 'nights i-the .
young' men, the 'tireless dancers": and

'

sweet ..' singers '.' of '.the :people,"' have
daiice<l

"
between the *fires, arid

'

the inedl- *.*
cine rneri hive' anointed, the' eyes offhe-

'

\u25a0young boys with the .sacred -"meal,;
that they may not be blind
when they look upon the strong gods In.-"»
whose forms the dancers move, i

The camp has grown day by day,,
.until.now, upon the last* night•of\ the"
ceremony, there Is • a campfire -.near^
almost every juniper -within a' quarterf •;'
mile of the..'m«dicine_ lodge, and^ V still
over the low-rolling ridges come theV.
Navajos upon, their' ponies,^ a succes-;

sion of wild'silhouttes, passing" swiftly
across the last dull green glow of.. the ,.
Western sky—and up from the trading"
post there comes the. rumble of wagon ':
wheels and•-a :'\u25a0 drumming."of swift•
hoofs •in tho. darkness. J. There .'are
shrill shouts and the crying1 of .chll-k
dren • and .the »' fierce barking -of ? wolf-;
like dogs.. / .;\u25a0 :

This dance is being given by aIyoung T;
buck .who "owns,many \u25a0\u25a0 sheep ;and \ ponies; '.
wampum and J silver—for theNavaj«>s',are;~
good silversmiths"; InIthe Indian"style-^-as .

a-- thank"; offering 1 forithe .recovery of»his

mother^ from
"ii*.long;Illness^, The

'
sum of

his '.payments" to 'the medicine 'mdnj and
sirigerB,ff whose* services :hevhas % retained,

and Ygifts ('to.;v guests . will
'
come to

'
near

$500 \u25a0in
-Navajo "goods. / . -; ' ' .

U.Thls ceremony may :be held either as a
thank, offering orias propitiation^ of the
powers' of.departed' and rdettied ancestors
of :the tribe; ds "the case .may, demand:
Sets of'dancers, six to twelve -: in.a set,

from ,different :parts "'-of•? the 'reservation
compete ,'for ,tho 'honors ."of* their- calling,'
dancing alternately in.relays.' ,., ...•,;\u25a0 \u25a0/

liong;before:thefdance •begins ;tho - long
space vbetween 'arid all.around- the .'twelve'
great bonfires of juniper.logs is filled. with
a denseVahd 1 restlessr :throng,';.wildj?in*the
many; colors "of their blankets. 'Thejmed-

1

iclne^ hbgar.Is a'tVthe west ;end ;;bf ? the
'

lane^'and • the dancers' lodge—a ;high, cir-.
cular. corral ,pf;green brush—at/the cast.

All;1;1 v/ho s canXha jc backed their :wa gons
ill",behind .the tires

'
forming:two .irregular

rows; and- 'these '"are;;rilled"• with ,men,
women and \u25a0'children,'- deeply:.mufllcil jin\u25a0

their' blankets, ytor 1 the"-'night'Js bitirig

COld. \u25a0.;\u25a0'.\u25a0•
'

'.- "\u25a0"i,"^ •\u25a0";\u25a0. \u0084' .'\u25a0*-.
'''•

.-
- -

";

v Here ,und ./there, amid the' throng,' a,

'.massive silver,bracelet "or. concha ;flashes
'

j'.In ;the* firelight; '.Tali; figures
'
of :

chiers. medicine- men stalk' through

\u25a0•Ulie ('flickering light;{or* stfi'nd \ silent ,arid V
Hmprepsfve; Jn'*

'
statuesque -fpqses^""while .

'.always: from v/ithiriothe 'medicine*-'lodge
comes the weird- cadence/of^. the -chant.-. '."\u25a0\u25a0•

,",. At last, from^thc l6wer«erid';oC the.lane,-;

Icomes a shrill ;;whobh!.whooh!"-^like the ;"
cry:of,rome>unknown . bird-^the; crowd X

.opens a trifle, and. a'- "young 'man appears, .•

\waving''his 'anas' as "
he 'advance's. ?•He;ls /:

'clad* all-in -brown yelvetrrhis \moccasins >
(

_:" are decorated with silver,,buttons, ."around ?
, his \walst- is;a "Ibeltj.bf je'nbrmous ''silver*.
;conqiias,;.; about ;his -".neck an".\ungainly,;

\u25a0\ bushy' wreath >of evergreens— but,his .face
\u25a0_: is covered '.with an hideous mask of buck- \u25a0

• skin, painted van . asriea' gray ;;suf-l;
irounded ,wlth-'a wild*wJg of 'goat! hair. ;Itj
5 is ;•decorated" behind? with:. '£/ tall,^,'tan-
.shaped Vsiirca'd'\u25a0."of ;,e_asle /plumes, \u25a0."-.lightly.^

\u25a0,swaying -as •he roils;hii>' head ",from
'
side tto .*

\u25a0;"-. \u25a0>*/, •* V
'

V:;-;.."?-«*rV'iK," V^'/v{"..: -• {'-•
: He. r'eifeatsjiito Ih(V tdarkness ;again^
and ;a:.chief /steps; forwardl> to 'address the -^

\u25a0."crowd:
'

Ud/ delivers: yd; lprig 'harangue:
'

iii the -strange. clicking Navajo'- tongue,'
ihis strong; voice and "gestures: seemiug to

."command- respectful \u25a0/attention.^We^ learn
that hc:ls*glving_hi3'people*a temperance

lecture.. Shame" tie it?' to,us that he^rieed '.\u25a0'•\u25a0
;to;^io'so.-r^: *.;:;--'4l.I.'.'\i'-J.£:K7x'*j-'£''-i

AtVlast/:.*after.:long waiting,, we-"'hear,

•that y.'eird whoop-agairu -and the young -.
man .who .gives 'the*,/ dance',. -'and' the
Laughing -Doctor, the,;greatest." medicine
man ,of ;th.e, tribe, -.come .out,;', from;, the
medicine lodge :a -

little -distance and \sit
down' -upon -the

'*ground."* ':.We -»U'e»r .the f
faint-; jingle;"of,/- sleigh', \u25a0 bells,
,ch'-r-r-r-r- of rattles ';' far

*'
beyond: \u25a0

-
the \

'crowd, then' the spreading plumes .of 'the >
leaden^ appear,-- and eight ? terrible, figures
"foUowyhlm into' the 'the. fires.' •

Thy -halt, in single "file and .while the
Laughing 'Doctor and "the /"youngV man, ~

make; a-, long, silent;prayer; of a'- basket*'
ofSacred \u25a0'meal

'we*h'ave^time •to note -their
-

attire.'" The \leader <being" described '^there ".'
comes

""

t
an ." 'array .\of1 lithe .;.." £.hd *fsinewy ••

bodies," dressed in moccasins and breech t
clcuts;> and -each -with its 'head: hidden in '.
aY-terrible ;ma.sk, 5painted- to 'represent
some }god

'
of -.Navajo .mytholbgy: '\u25a0:>• Some

of,the:dancers are painted white'alltovCrj-
with curious emblems upon' thetr

.others are -all 'black .with crooked; light-
ning patterns in white or red upon their
arms and legs; others are dressed all-fn
black velvet afrtPwear black masks;: some
have wreaths' of;evergreen about * their
necks -_ and waists, and nearly;every

-
one

is crowned. with .two long eagle feathers,.
tipped with down.

\u0084- The -prayer , .finished, ..the Laughing
Doctrfr- advances -down the llnel
llng'. each, dancer

"
with the sacred 'meal,

returning-, to,his place.' "
Then* the; leader

rushes^ to^ the -far end •of \u25a0 the- line,;stop-
ping" suddenly and throwing but his'arms
and givTnghis peculiar whoop/ and 'back
'again, doing, the same before' the' Laugh-
ing Doctor. 4-, :7'-. .\u25a0 '". \u25a0\u25a0- i'\u25a0\u25a0.'•-.\u25a0<...'•\u25a0'.-
".-The first dancer advances until,he faces
Ithe host and begins;. with,his rattle' and
stamping 'with -one -foot

"
and \ hopping

slightly .on the- other, that, strange

rhythmic/, s^ep' of. Indian, dancers jwhose
very;monotony- is a;fascination. He.be-
gins -the ";chant, which, Is,taken ";,u;V by

each :.dancer in turn; and the dance :is
on. They go "down the middle "and. back
and around andfdance together- in.a cir-
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