
From the initial dinner subdlnaers wouia
•*

:adiate. and others b* born of -these,
until • a whola population might'be •con-
sidered fed. and filled.with .food and.speeches, ;and the candidate dined.', not to
say dinned, into .the {popular heart, or.

•what ,is the same thing, "the 'popular
,stomach— ln either ;case ;the popular \u25a0re-
gard. In celebrations '\u25a0 the procedure was
equally, archaic.- Did•* some admiral ;wtna sea tight or some general a land fightor, some candidate a ballot flght," instantly
one-half « the ;population"!marched ;in the
middle of the, street while the other half
banked the curbs \u25a0In screaming, kerchief-
waving lines of admiration. ,*And thus has
if.ever been since :that far-distant ;morn-
Ins of Eternity when Time \with 'hia
scythe let down <the \u25a0bars and went upon
his mowing,of the meadows offmen's ex-
istences." IMr.^Gwynn, you .may be sure,
has ,nothing novel \u25a0to \u25a0-propose :lwheref ore
at thla crisis he";gives-a'dlnner»'aa doubt-leas did;Nero and "Moses" and Ncah andAdam,and others of the mfghty'dead on
similar occasions" InItheir iday.'. \u25a0

4-^ iGw3rnn
'
sdlnnert)*San:withs Sena-tor.;Gruff., rThls.wise man. with the sane-

\u25a0 tloniof Hanway^ intimated toRichard the uses of such a;festival..,Mr,
nGwynnriwaslnot In*politics:>,bJsi dinner
ttable^wouia be*neutral :&Toun<i. When, •

therefore, /some* fteryiorator, \u25a0'care fully/i
-primed; -and •"cocked.V-suddenly exploded

''
intofelo-fcient demands that Senator Han—>'
way;6tt*,s ;hlm3clf for .the White* House.
subject, of cou^e. aa the phrase is. to"
the1action of.his party's convention' there-
after/to assemble, it• would ;have va^ look

.of.'spontaneity 'that "was of
'

prime im-. portance. Xo other could do this so well

dency. ,Itwould pleasure iMr.,Gwynn were i
!he* tohear that the president and general^
attorney ishared lhlsTconfusion." -If;such s
,were r the"i flattering ¥case.l:? Mr. /Gwynn -j

would ;be .delighted ito!have^ the \u25a0 president ;

and
'general attorney" call \?.upon >Senator^

Hanway/ \ and tconsider /what %might be ?

done i\toward rthe "•;'practical ?! furtherance^;
;of/hls"t hopes/

,
In/short;; the &situation, 1

iword *
and \u25a0 argument, /was \u25a0:precisely^ the \

same ;as .when the visitors jcame on in,the 2
\affair of<Speaker. Frost.'/ Incidentally,' Mr."v
IGwynn'-was to give ;a's

dinner; Injhonor 1of!
Senator. Hanway.'^ Itjwas understood [that"

\certain; of.that! statesman's: friends \would;;
Itake"; ad vantage -of -:the 1 occasion %to £an- =

\u25a0nounce > his candidaqy.^The \u25a0president fand _
:general 'were'^toV be iijnvitedf to:
the!dinner. => Mr.jGwynn"iwould!esteem ,It*,

an/honor if/they] found^lt|cbnv>nient^ to;
be ? present vand.. lend ttpj.thel
Imovement^ In^Senator^ Hanwayjsfff ayor.'.; :

.'ilThroughbut fthis"setting \u25a0" fbrth.'; the1 presi T">,
den tiand ggeneral {attorney| took"

'
advantr '$

\u25a0 age 'of£ pauses Sand \periods ,to
*
J%bow/and *

\u25a0murmur
*
iMr.^iiGwynn's"J

'opinionsfand*; desires i;as :/Richard freeled^|them^off;|theT; murmur's^ and|nods *were i
fas]i'Amehs'-L"arid /must Jhavejbeen] gratify^*
[irig^lMr^wynhrijNothlng ?glve JIthejpresident^ and |"general^attqnieyjK^soJ
=much^a'tisfactlon"Vsjth"e|elevatibnlpf Sen T j

!atorjHanwayj to^heiWhitelHouseJfjweres'al-unit gwith^Mr?!Gwynn;i^they^be-;;
Cllevedlthatlnotfalone|thetfuture?ofsthe|
fAnacbndalbutlthe^prosperitylofltheina-t
ItibnTlnot^solsay^ the1round advantagej ofj
ith"e°, worldTart]large.*).wouldlbe *

Uh"efeby7^TheyJwbuldfconferiwJth]Seh^'
atbr 'Hanway as Mr/jGwynnfsuggested/;

\u2666"" So 'hot /were, they7:that ithe

:"and general '\u25a0 attorney,;with
-
Richard;, at ?

;
'
once ;sought 'Senator IHanway;

"
;since -IV

?iwaa noIlaterj than eleven ;inithe • morn-^
{ing icaught ithat? great 1statesman

_
he? started '< torithe iSenate. \]He

,greeted/ them ? with *-dignified 'iwarmth,

Iand, faided |by.iRichard, .«,who" conversaf
\u25a0tionally went ahead no ibieak^the .Ice,

. the trlo'qulckly came to an:understand-.
|ihg:.. ..."'••'•'

-
: '-•;.,'!\u25a0 ; .'

\u25a0; Senator .Hanway, talked with afree-
,:dom that ? was;of iltself /a^compliment,
.?when Ione remembers ;how .'it*. had Jeyer ;

:beeni his 'common(strategy in*.thlsVbiisUt
Tness?of?Presldent-catchlngi*. to;,;appear;
tbotht Ignorant^andl indifferent^ i-Senator j
|HanwayT;explained|thattthe /thing just

#
ber*necessary ,5 to|contrbl;;J the «'cbmlng1Na-,.-

ftlorial tCohveritibn/^Gqyernor] Obstinate;
dwas;a*formidable ;figure;'|h"e\waa \popu-^
Llartwith;the people";;and,*;although Gov-
3i ernorl Obstinate ..was Ia[maniwho,'.would;

iprove most ,perilous .ifarmedvwith those
ithunderbolts gof|^vetq^and l4patronage'

stive? would*"clojthe|a hisi||hand,'j_Senator ;
*Hariway\was|s6rryi tofsayIthefc \u25a0

%mariy^ambngj; the^ leading s-splrlts ;lof]
Spartylwhbi cared : so ;little^ifor^'jthe
?publlcl^elfare*and*sb^niuchTfO'r^. their*

that tthey^ would • push 'rGovernor
a Obstinate's iffbrtiinesV sas wTav;'*method {

fofimaking1personal •In
1

;their,"home ;

|regionslwithlthejlgnbrantjherd. f^Senator]
3HariwayXwouldln^tjgo[into1the]details [ofI
twhat

*
in'BhlsTfbplhion fmight T}be '.raccom-

?~pllshed 1tiylthe {presldent^and ;general %at-,
;tbrney and litheJ great '% railway ;*system i-
they controlled. Itwould;be\ wiser/and

-
perhaps ";In,-. better . taste—har* .' Senator
IHanway^ smiled itvithibecomlng modesty—
?If tothers ,were .- permitted =to\ do that. If
Ihis s good \friends .of ;the Anaconda ,who \u25a0

had coins' so far. In'hl3 honor— a mark
\ofg regard /,whlch -.he, \u25a0; Senator^ Hanway, '

xnever
*
forget V-nor/;underestlmate^-*

gaye r him]'thefr;company;to;the
"
Capitol.

:he Swouldj.,be \ proud 'to '\u25a0 make them \ac •_

QualntedZwith
'*

Senators \u25a0: Gruff -and Loot
and Toot and Drink and Dice and others'
of his friends,'; and .those gentlemen would

\u25a0gomore^deeply into' the affair,';The presi-
:dent :\u25a0 and:general ;attorney,

'
he. was sure,

'could', so^exertlithe -Anaconda '\lnfluence
ijthat- the from:.those States,
v through Vwhichtit :;ran;might"be selected
and controlled. / PvBEbSBPBHPSBSehato'r }Hanway •

and the presidentn t and
fgenerali"attorney; departed klnIhigh good
i
;feeling *

to'imeet 'with r those" statesmen
Jfnamed.'.i while. Bess to
;hear '$ 'word•;of his jDorothy *and ? receive
£ith,atl letter :.which".was ;already^ the '\u25a0 partle-

jular^rayjof;sunshine:in days which were
''( cloudy]: and;darkr/- . '
.V-'ltiwbuld;dOi;mankind*»no service vto•break *In"at

"
this;place '^wlth\wldeflung de-;;,

7"scrlptlohs "
of*Mr.'VGwynn's fdinner/rrltiis \u25a0

|"among'l tilingsfstrange '.that » the^ world In
Sthe?mattt*r^of fproposing Ia^ candidate 1' for,
Ipubite'fav'or '*or*c«lfe)&rating'a'^vtctory'has 1

"niade'f little:"of;-rib1:advance -'from^earUeat
? ages.*

**It;;has '-k,been * immemorial icustom.'
a'lcaridldste' on his hands i

Ilind^desired^to (obtain' forjfhlm \u25a0the coun-
gtenance3of4meni^jtoJglveia.''*dinner; .for
'TthoseVwhb' were' reckoned leaders of sen tt-
•ment and, first rillingthem with meat and
iwine,^make .them'; stirring- speeches "to
%bring . them to;the candidate's support.7

'It\u25a0had
'
beenifdeclded

*
by";Mr?'Gwynn, iseT

Richard: laid;bafe^that|the;futuretof f the
rAnaconda;wouldibe advanced by the'nom^
lnation 'of]Senator, Han way1for the' presi-
.,.-«•\u25a0- .-. \u25a0 .-. . -t .-. .. ..... -. \u25a0>- ... . \u25a0 .•-_.-"-•\u25a0\u25a0'.\u25a0•\u25a0

Once in town, \u25a0' these ;excellent ;
;offlcers \

lost -,no*]time in presenting . at ?

Mr.;Gwynn' s.j'To their Joy that .unbend-
ing•persona ge was ,,rso;good as Ito«grant:
them a personal

*
audience, i*.Richard iwas

present— such,
'

as .you ~„have Vdiscovere'dr*
being ;the ;;invariable i^usage «>' withs Mr.'j
Gwynn/

*

After the latter;had;shaken S each r

visitor
'
by.1the \u25a0 hand, ;a' snake*; ofimighty,

formality,' he; sat :in? state '^ while- Richard
dldlthe stalking."/',"- / \'-;' v :i
.Mr.;Gwynn

-
wjis \u25a0at spectacle '

of -
when rposed ? lnTa; chair/. /He ? established :
himself\onithe'fedge >that*plecefof • fur-;
niture,*,; and

*;for-\allIthe};employment :he
gave its back )itImightfas\well \have '[been
a^ stool. ~.~ Mr"'lGwynn|maintained? himself.
bolt upright;; chin? pointed !^hign.^wlthfa";
generals rigidity Kmade-
one1'fear.;he 1had fswallowed Ithe jpoker Jas

'

a';preliminary!to*the [interview,*and Jwas'
bearings himself.! In]-'accordance Iwith^the';
unyielding.^ fact^^Th'e "fwas\highly^
'effective/' and' gaye^jMr.^Gwynnjalklnglyl
airjhot •llkeljrgtoshe^wasted f^onIimprea-C
slonable ones \suchlas '{the Ipresident ,^and'
general X"attorney .tr-When lithe|fourl'werel
seated/ Rlchardp,u»ing»the! p;otentlal|namel•aI
'
tMr.tGwynn;**proceeded {to]speak, |

,Mr.^Gwynn'at measured; lntervals creaked
concurrence.'^ '\u25a0>.

'

In,'\u25a0 accord -.with.the :requests 'of Mr.
Gwynn, which with;them: had .those
graver '\u25a0;aspects ithe requests \of/royalty
possess rfor :London; rshopkeepers, O;the
president

'
and general .' attorney vof ';the

Anaconda "AirLine :came ;"to
ton. The Anaconda' president was a short,"
corpulent mai»7'wlth;dark skin*eyes black
as beads,' round, ;alert* face

'
and

~
a nose

like the ace of.clubs/ £The;general attor-1

ney was no. taller than \his superior Ioffi-'
cer, but

'
differed |? from\him. \u25a0; In'5 a*-figure

so spare and- starved\that« it snapped its
fingers . at .description^ /?As to
make amends for/a/ niggardliness

"
of

*
the'

physical, Providence*- had ? conferred ? upon
our legal one; a*prodigious

'
head.^ Aiface-ji face-j

tious opponent once ;said ". that Ihe \had \ a
seven and a;half bat and a six and a
half .belt, being.-, as :steamboat folk\ would•

put. it, overenglned \tor:his beam. -
:Both

the ;president
"
and . the '\general .attorney:

were devoted to their company, and nei-
ther would have, scrupled ;to'loot /an \ or-"
phanage or burn a church had such dras-
tic measure been demanded by[Anaconda •

Interests., \u0084:-;'.." ;- \u0084/\u25a0;.' \u25a0';' '\u25a0/ . \:
'- -':/ JPv

How They Talked > Politics at Mr.
\u25a0

•. ''. /- / Gyynn's.';.... ..'\u25a0/\u25a0 \u25a0

CHAPTER XIV.

\

topyrlght, 1304. by A. S. Barnes & Co.)

The !>ttiid*y Cull has «eeiire«
(be serial rights ofAlfred Henry
l.fnU' ftreat novel of raodera
politics, ••The President," and•
o-day clrea id readers the. Mlxtk Installment of *rhat U.cosweded to be the best and

strongest irork of tlits brll-'
Hani, trenchant writer, already

• so well known as the author of
••Woirvttle Day*" and "The

Dost." "The President" •will
appear In weekly installments
fa Tee Sunday Call until eom-•
nleteil.

HE eyes of Mr. Bay-

ard began to slitter
and lightup like the
windows of a palace
on the evening of a
balL /

•
"Ifancy." said he.

"that Ishall go wita
you for this Storri's
destruction."
"I shall Dut the

matter wholly Into
your hands. It is a
game of which 1
know nothing 6u t
the name."

"The came Is not
difficult; it is mere
purse-snatching."

•"How much of a
fund will you reauire?"
:-At the least, fifty millions. We must

lie concealed until the pool develop its
perpose. It willmake but little difference,
once libo developed; 'bull' or tear,' we
meet them either way. Fifty millions
should do. If tha^ sum crowd you, we
must recollect that I, myself, am not
without a nandful cf millions that can
never have bettlr employment than fight-

ing the battles of a son of Dudley
*Storm£."

"Fifty millions would be no strain." re-
plied Richard quickly. "To be safe, let us-
call those fifty millions one hundred. Still,
Iam deeply obliged for your proffer."

"One hundred millions be it," quoth

Mr. Bayard. "We'll organize ourselves,

and we'll wait and watch. When they
move, we meet tbera. Should they sell,
we buy; should they buy— which they

won't—we sell; in either event we buy or
tell them to a standstill. Should they

connive a 'bear' raid, they'll sell their
way into as formidable a corner as ever
•bear" was squeezed in."

•
This befell upon that first visit of

Richard to Mr.Bayard. Two days later.
Richard returned. Mr. Gwynn met him.
brisk upon the hour, inone of the numer-
ous private rooms of Mr. Bayard, and
turned over one hundred millions in cer-
tified checks upon -those fifty banks.
Itichard dismissed Mr. Gwynn and went
in to Mr. Bayard.-

**I shall deposit these," said Mr.
Bayard, "In ten banks, twenty millions
in the City Bank and the balance scat-
tered among the other nine. You may
leave the details of our enterprise to
me; Ihave been through many of a
similar color. Ineed not suggest the
value of silence. Meanwhile, and. I
can't emphasize this too much, if you
would busy yourself to advantage make
what discoveries you may touching the
pending report on Northern Consoli-
dated." :

On that evening when they came
together outside the Harley house
Storri and the San Reve continued
slowly on their way. turning now east,
now south, until after ten minutes of
•walking they entered a narrow thor-
oughfare to which the street lamp on
the corner gave the name of Grant
lilace. The houses were sober and re-
putable. Up the steps of one of the
soberest went Storri and the San Reve;
the latter let them In wftha latch key.
Storri consigned his overcoat and hat
to the rack in the hall as though his
surroundings were familiar, and he with
the San Reve passed Into what in tho
original plan of the house had been
meant for a drawing-room.

The house was occupied by a stirring
ludy named Warmdollar, who served
her country as head scrub woman in
cne of the big departments

—
a place of

fatter salary than its menial name im-
plies. There was a Mr. Warmdollar,

who "in an earlier hour had held
through two terms a seat in Congress.
This was years before. Failing of a
second re-election, and having become
fixed in the habit of office-holding,
which habit grows upon certain na-
tures like a taste foropium, Mr. Warm-
dollar urged his claims for some ap-
pointive place. The Senators from his
home State felt compelled to moder-
ately bestir themselves, the result of
their joint efforts being that Mr.
Wanndollar was tendered a position as
guard about the Congressional ceme-
tery, said last resting-place of great-
ness-gone-to-sleep being a.wild, weird
tract in a semi-farmerish region on the
fringe of town. Mr. Warmdollar ob-
jected to the place, and the gloomy
kind of its duties; but since this was
before Mrs. Warmdollar had begun to
earn a salary as scrubwoman, he was
driven to accept. .

"Take ituntil something better turns
"up,** urged one of the Senators, who
had crown tired of having Mr..Warm-
dollar on his hands.
It was a blustering night of rain

when Mr. Warmdollar entered upon his
Initial vigilas a guardian of the dead.
"Wet,1 weary, disgusted, Mr.Warmdollar
sought refuge in a coop of a sentry-

-box, which stood upon the crest of a
hill" through which the road that
bounded one side of the burying ground

had' been cut. The sentry-box was
waterproof and 'to that extent a com-
fort, being designed for deluges of the
sort then soaking Mr. Warmdollar.

Had there been nothing but a down-
pour, Mr. Warmdollar mighthave Lome
it.until his watch waa relieved; ho
might have continued to perform the
duties and draw the emoluments of his
place indefinitely.. But the winds rose:
and they,, blew down Mr. Warnviollar's
fentry oox. Toppling into the road, it
rolled merrily down,a steep and then
lay upon

"
it* front. .door downward,

'
in

the mud. Mr. Warmdollar could not
get out- Being discouraged by what
he had underfrone, be broke into yells

and cries like neottl weltering in tor-
ment.

The yells and cries engaged the heat-*
ed admiration cf a;farrner>. dog that
dwelt ha^d by", and: the dog descended
upen the sentry bpxand'Mr/Warmdol-
lar, ittacjklns. bbtjn with an, lmpartiality
which showed him no one to'spllt hairs.'
Then the r farhic-r came to his door.'ar-
rayed In;a shirt- and" a shotgun,: and
emptied both barrels of ;the latter, at
Mr. Warmdollar and his sentry, box—
the agriculturist not understanding:, thu
case, as Bometlmes happens to agricul-
turists, notably Inpolitics.*

I'dlowinff his baptism' of dog and
fire, Mr. Warmdollar crawled back to

/Storri,
'

-fearing^ .- all
';,wh°' had, ;no

fear
1-

of \u25a0 him,'S feared ./the / San 7Reve/
Nor. -,\ were This % void;. of
warrant:

'
the '- San"' Reve ',wa«y6f . that '»hot

and blinded strain^which loves and slays.
;"Your •' father vdead/',;? said:Storri, ;pre-
tending :a perking;Interest, "your; father

"Let us
'
go no*;more'-In-that direction,"

the San Reve/ "Such. tauntings are
but, a childish barter' of:,words." \u25a0'-.- . ,'

The San Reve .delivered this;sentiment
in a serene, high ;way that; brought:hcr
honor. Then she lighted a'cigarette and
blew peaceful brings. .'. Storrl.Vencouraged
Inhis soul-.byithe return of.hlsSan^Revo

Tto -. reason! ,solaced
'
himself $a> fresh

cigar. The two \u25a0smoked) In':silent [truce.
. f'*ltwas: a1love,quarrel/ my

(
San" Reve!"

said BtorrLllflSßBSS^.'\* ''-'-
"Only \u25a0\u25a0 a love "quarrel!" assented San

*, Reve.'- :
-
:''^1 ,'

:i'j,,j-':i'j,,j-'<'i,s';.'~:'£^i\
Silence and smoke: with Stbrri timid,

shrinking from" fresh offense and further.
;octbreak.^SBHnMwß^^:* '/-\u25a0"-•

-;'-;' •\u25a0 ;;

The San Reve rippled off these \u25a0 periods
in quiet,* invincible scorn. Storri,'beaten,
frightened, began to whine.

'
His bluster,"

his bombast; his nobility, his . affected
elevations, were alike broken down. He•
professed -love; he said that he had
wronged his San

•
Reve. His

'
San

'
Reve

was a goddess, a flower, a star! Would
she make her. 8torrl; desolate?— her Storri

. who would die for love of her!
The San Reve;became sensibly com-

posed ;her falcon - brow relaxed, her
'-: spirit took on a tranquil frame, her anger

was cooled by, the .cooing contrition of
Storri. The San Reve permitted; herself
to be soothed^^StefjMSi^SHßßflSßHSKl

"Iwill tell you one thing," said the San
Reve, "from,,which. you may wring a
warning. My father was a showman— a
tamer of lions and leopards. .When Iwas
12 Iwent into the den with him to hold a
hoop while he lashed those '-.big cats
through It. Yes, Storri." cried San Reve,
a sudden flame burst; forth In her voice
like an oral brightness/ and as apparent
as a fire in a forest, "when to fear
vtas to die. Ihave held aloft my
little hoop to the lions and the
leopards! And for all their snarls they
Jumped tamely; for all their threats
they did nothing. I,as a child, was not
afraid of a lion under the lash; am I
now to fear a bear, a Russian bear, .I,
who am a woman?"

"Why, my San Reve," protested Storri,
"and what has stirred: your anger?".;..'

Storri was startled by the San Reve's
fury rather than her revelations. Having
a politic"mind to soothe her, he sought
to take her hand.

"Keep your attentions .. to yourself 1"
cried the San Reve: "Iam in no temper
for tenderness."

"Ah, as to . that," said Storri. turning
proud, "I,who am a^Russian gentleman,
yes, a Russian nooleman, shall. -not
offend. Yes," :yawning and giving him-
self an air, "Iam relieved by your cold
attitude. That is .the folly of being
noble! One cannot be attentive to those
beneath one save at a loss of self-respect
Bah! my Czar, .could he but see, would
call his Stcrri disgraced * by the mere
nearness of such as you." -

"And you name your. Czar to me!" re-
turned the San Reve, now sneering calm;
her cool contralto • restored; "to me,
French woman!- And your.nobility,too—
that thing of;Caspian

'
mud1

'
Storri,> the

San Reves were soldiers with Napoleon ;
your noble kind ran" from them like
bears. The San Reves stabled . their
horses in the audience chambers of your
Czars." HEHHBBIS9

town andwojrUednp more. Mrs. "Warm-
'

dollr.r was, named 'scrubwoman, while
'

her disheArtened epouse
''
devoted him- :

self to strong drink/ as
(

though to color
one's nose and befuddle'one's.wits were
the great purposes of existence/, Being
<-ager cf gain, Mrs.Warmdollar.hkdsub.-
rtntcd her parlor floor 'to

. the"; San
Reve; and since" Mrs. Warmdollar ;"wa-s
a lady in whom curiosity had had- its';
dayand died, she asked no questlohsj
the answers to which might prove crn- v
barrasfing.

*
-.' \u25a0 . '

:"'
The San Reve. like Mrs." Warmdollar,

worked in a department, being ;J a
draugixtswonian in tho Treasury.build-
ing and attached to, the staff of the"
supervising architect. The place had.
been granted the, San Reve at.the're-
quest of Senator, Hanway." who was;
urged thereunto

*
by. Mr. Harley, •" to ;

whom Storri explained. the San Reve's
skill in plates and plans .and the pro-
priety of work. "

:f:f ;.
? The S^.n Revo's apartments were com--
fortablo with chairs, lounges and otto- .
mans; a piano occupied one

'
corner, ;

while two or three good pictures h,ungr ,
upoi»- the walls. In.the, bow-window
was a window

- seat
'
piled high witb»

cushions,- from which by daylight:ona
might have surveyed |the passing •show
-7-duU" enough InGrant place.;

"Have you no kiss for your Storri,*
my San KeveT'-cried' Storri plaintively,
but still eticking to the lightly con-
fident.

The San Reve accepted Stbrri's gal-
lant attention as though thinking on

-
other things than kisses. Then she
threw aside her hat and wraps ana
glanced nt herself in the glass.

Jshe was a striking 'figure, the San
Reve. v/ith brifjk-colored hair and eyes
more green than gray. Her skin showed v
white as Ivory;her nose, mouth and chin, ,
heavy for a woman, told of a dangerous
energy when aroused. The eyebrows,'too.-
had a lowering falcon trick that touched
the face with fierceness. The forehead
gave proof of brains, and yet the San
Reve was one more apt to act than think,
particularly if she felt herself aggrieved.
Ifyou must pry Into a matter so delicate,
the Saji Revo was 2s; standing straight

as a spear, with small hands and feett she
displayed that ripeness of

'
outline which

sculptors clve their Phrynea. ,
"Storri," said the San Reve, with a

chill hluntncss that promised the ;dis-
asreeable while it lost.no time, "why-:do .
you visit that house— the Harley house?""

Storri was in an easy "chair, puffing a
cigar as though at home. The San Reve/
half lylnjr, half sitting1, reclined UDon a
sofa. They looked at each other; Storri
trying to seem brave, the San Reve with
staring courage, open and more real.

"You know, my San Reve, Ihave bus!-,
ness with Mr. Harley. Let me tell you:
Mr.Harley, through his relative, Senator
Hanway

—"

"Yougo to see the girl,"interrupted the
San Reve, and the sullen contralto was
vibrant of danger. "You go. to see Miss
Harley. not her father."

"And ifIdo?" . '
/

Storro put his query blusterlngly.
"You willmarry,her," went on the San

Reve.. who appeared to care as little for
Storri'e bluster as his kiss. .
"I.never promised to marry you." -
"Ido not ask you to marry me. Iwant

neither your name nor your title. But
. you promised me your love;Iwant that."

The San Reve's tones were unruffled.
They, did .not liftor mount, and told only,
of passionate ,resolution. "Storri, Jwhy.
did you bring me from Ottawa?"
"If it come to that," retorted ;Storri

spitefully, "why did you leave Ottawa?"
"Ileft Ottawa for love," the San Reve

replied, as though \u25a0 considering with her- ;
self. "Ileft Ottawa for love of you, just
as four years before Icame .to Ottawa
for love of another."

"You have had adventures.*' remarked
Storro sarcastically/. "Ihave never heard
your story, my San Reve; go on, I.be-
seech you!"

"Good "night,"-«my^Storri,". said the
San Reve/, her voice *mournfully sweet.

'-"There Is*one thing, my San Reve,"

he -observed/ a-, show- "of, feeling; in
-
his

words; "Why do you tie,yourself , to that
draughting ?; Itgrieves your.:Storri!Am
Ia pauper ";\u25a0 that fmy>San ."Reve/should-
•work? \u25a0*Is Storri ;'so .miserly/that

'
the'ldol

of his heart; must be;a'lslave T-issJssg!£BSm
;..The San Reve shook; her, head. £\u0084' /j.'<
-,"Imust \ have -. something' to }do," she \u25a0

explained,' a;half-smile parting. her rose-
red lips. "I> aim like!those -poor rats of
which my- father -itoltf-J me -who .must
ETiaw,:. and ;• gnaw rend / forever gnaw to

wear .away'; their s teeth, which otherwise
would grow and kill;them.. No,Ilike my
work; letlme alone with It*."

Storri \u25a0 tossed his hands and ,'shrugged
his shoulders Mn mute resignation and
!reproof. :His San Reve- would work;;he
consented/while, he deprecated her so
mad resolve. \u25a0•'•:
..:'Let us return to our first concern,"

said the .San1:Reve/ . ..
,Storri quaked; he could follow her trail
of thought by mental smell as the hound
follows the fox. I v

"Storri. tell.me; do you love this Miss
Harley?" > \ .

"My San Reve, how can you ask?
Look

'
in the mirror! No, Ido not love

Miss Harley." ,'\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0

The San Reve toyed. with her cigarette.
Storri,1 thinking on escape, arose toIgo.
He stepped Into the hallway for his coat
and hat. Then he returned, and, > giving
his hand to the reclining San Reve,? drew
her to her feet.- Storri, about to go. was
beaming; the kiss he. .;printed lightly on
the San Reve's lips spoke of ;a heart
relieved. • The San Reve herself was
amiably placid; :her. anger 1 apparently
had died with her" doubts. .* \u25a0 >

"And you co not love"Miss•Harley?,"
"No;Iswear; by my:mother's grave!"
"By your mother's '"grave!" Then,

voice deep as the mellow
-
pipe, of an

organ: "Storri, you He"'/
Stjjrri,.aghast, was surprised Into his

usual defense of bluster.
-
XHe started to

bully;the San Rev© raised her shapely'
hand. '\u25a0\u25a0• . . :.-"-;-'i

vstorri, let me show* you." iThe.'San
Reve took from the drawer of a cabinet
:a beautiful pfstoL- She partly/ raised
the hammer arid buzzed the liberated
cylinder. It gave forth clear, musicaY
clinks." "Do you see?" said the

*• San
Reve half wistfully./"Ihave this'"" .

"You';would: not:kill/Miss Harleyr
exclaimed Storri nervously. ,-/, ',-. v>•/ -;\u25a0;;

"No! Storri, no!". \u0084
\u25a0 .

"Whom then?"- and-, Storri
'
molstaned

his dry .lip's. His *San" Reve 'was such
a heathen ! The thought. parched. him.
"Whom would you:kill,!my.San.Re ye?'.'
This came off pleadingly. /. . /://\u25a0-' ./\u25a0-
•;':" "Whom would;IIkill?'Cthe San >Reve
repeated tenderly, stretching for a/kiss/
"Iwould kill you! ;No,* not •now Amy;
Storri; but some time. .My-resolution
is only born ;r/ it;Is not 'yet;" grown/.
Storri, you must* beware! v,:l;.come Sof;
the race that kill! •Ivhave;now?onlyj
the tiny root of that: blood? resolution.
Do not let'us nourish It!v;We;must*de-~
stroy It

—
blight it;with- much? love! j-j;lj

speak foryou/.for me!"; The San'Reye;
began to cry convulsively.' v,"I\.speak
against a dark day!,. Ifeel. Iknowvit!;
ItIs you, you s whom-.1 shall'Jcill! . Arid
then .myself—oh,, yes, my;Storri,";you

cannot go: alone!". . ',' :
;

"

The'- San Reve threw, herself :weeping
upon the couch; her. ;\u25a0 gusty nature'
seemed torn _:by:-.whirlwinds'.of

'passion
and Jealous loveir:Storri. hung in-:the,
door, and ,the whitefof;his^cravatjwas
not so white' as his iiface^ ,He;.couhT
neither go nor stay, -'neither/ speak inoV;

go; -craven toithe heart/jhe-jQuafled^e-;
fore the stormy. San Reve/ ;Anc artist
might have ,painted \u25a0 himf

:as ,the Genius ,
of Cowardice. ;

- _ V .^-V

The. San Reve fecurled. herself on. the
couch. .:Storri./; who' had C? met her :kiss
valorously, considered whether he might
not,please "her by solicitude -in a new
direction. ;

":;
'

\u25a0 '." \u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0'; "'-.'. J : -"J "'\u25a0" \, '"\u25a0 '......'

The ton.Reve's fzray-greeir eyes burned
wiyi white ;;flrc; She <- got '\u25a0; up jfrom the
couch where; she

'
had lain curled' like a

tawriy_ lioness.^. . ; '\u25a0'\u25a0'.'\u25a0\u25a0' \u25a0':.
,"Yes"; you came!"- purred the San Reve,'
and she, stooped 'and; kissed Storri with
her fierce' lips."-.'"Then for the; first time
Iloved.'' ',"..,"• : '.'"\u25a0',' '".'\u25a0

"I;fell.Into the'hanids of 'a doting.old
architect-, of<Paris? rHe^was good to me;
;It-was wlthfhlm'lilearried my., trade.; No,
Idid not Joyeihim; :but I/was 'grateful;

He died, ,and^lScame
'
to .Ottawa as- a

draughtswoman ;for rthe !young "ensineer/
-Balue. I;'dldfnot.>love VBalue;,; he*' was
,tame. ?Andjthen' Ottawa, Lwlth' those; sod-
:den Canadians, their Scotch ,whisky, - and
narrow/ lives/ framed- in\ with snow-^how
'I• loathed / them !-

'
What ;.a /weariness

'
of

/the]heart- they"" were,; those' frozen :people!
;Then' came, you-^6torri!"::.. ,\u25a0//\u25a0 '. -;~.' '

dead, my ;what ttien"became-
of you?" ': \u25a0

* '•- .^'^-^S^T^'f '\u25a0''-' : \u25a0'"\u25a0'•- -s -''
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