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turneJ Mr.."Kcnling a bit suikily. "It
STives rae :i mo.-rt beastly sensation, don't
y* kiK\\\'to sre a chap cawesjdng Bess; it
docs. \vea.ily!"

\u25a0*

"Hush, child!" jjaid Bess; "you excite
yourself About '.lothing."

'
f

Bcse was. for having Dorothy over on
the slrength of. the good news, but -Rich-
ard was atrahi&t It,proudly. ,

"No." said ho. "With Storri's hold
upon him,; Mr."H.-.rley asked me to stay
away "from his hn;;s<\ Now Storri's
iio!d .is broken. Ishall give him a

to ask mc to "return."
"Uli. I.sec." , replied Boss teaslngljv

"Sir l^auncelot ha\-ins done a. knightly

d.^rd androsoued a fair damsel, and the
fair, damsel's family, from a dragon,
Millgive his vanity an outln*-;."

.-.'-"Only till to-morrow ovening!" pro-

tested Richard,5 humbled from the high

liorse. -IfMr.Harley doesn't invite me
by that time, I'll Invite myself."

.'"lfMr.Harley doesn't invite you by
that time," returned Bess, "Iwill inter-

fere. Those who can"t see their duty

must be shown their duty. Mr. Harley

among the rest. On the whole, Ithink
you take a very proper stand."

Storrl, without a dollar, lay, In his
rooms like a wounded wolf. He did not
go to ihe San Reve; he would see rio
one until lie had worn down his. an-
guish and regained control of himself
Hurt to the death. Storrl was too cunf
nins to furnish word of it to mankind:
No one must know; it was the Instinct
vt self-preservation. The . wounded
wolf, while his wounds are fresh,

avoids the pack lest the pack destroy

him. And so with Storri; he would hide
until he could command that old-time";
manner of unclouded ease.' He would'
Btine every surmise, deny every rumor
if rumor blew about, of the 'blow -"he.
had received. A few days, and Storrl \u25a0

would be himself again. As for. imme-
diate money, Storri would extort, that
from Mr. Harley. who. in his dull-head
ignorance or worse, had been the.au-.
thor of Ills losses. Who first spoke of
Northern. Consolidated? -

\u25a0 Who suggest^'
cd. the "bear" raid? Was itHot Mn
Harley? The affair had been his; the
loss should be his;:Mr.Harley must re-
pay, or face the :wrath!of Storrl.

"Face .'the wrath .of Storri!" .ex-*
claimed that .furious nobleman with'an
oath. "He;would face nobody

—
-noth-'

ing! Bah! that Harley; he is a. dog and
the coward son of.a dog!,Yes. he shall

\u25a0 come here; he shall crawl and- crouch!
I, Storri, will give him the;treatment
due a dog!".-- ..... \u25a0< . -

Storri wrote.a blunt^ word.to Mr. Har-
ley and dispatched it"to that shattered
capitalist. .. .. ... % . . \u25a0 ... .

"Come^to-nijrht at nine, you Harley,"
said the note, "and do not presume, to
fail,or;my next communication will be
through one of your officers of-police.",

Storri was "aware that- the French'
share 3Were .grone from him, but he
counted on easily:. tracking- them and
buying them, back. He would force Mr.
Harley to ffive-him the .very- money'
that was to buy thtm. . The' thought
lighted up his cruel face like.a red ray
from the pit;It would be such .a joke—
«uch a triumph over the pig. American!
Meanwhile . he would bully Mr. Harley.
who did net know .but what the shares
were In his pocket.

"

_"If Storri had .been informed* of how,
through the deep -arrangements .of- that'
strategist of stocks^ .he had. borrowed
every dollar; of those five hundred thou-
sand from Mr. Bayard, as well as every
bhare of Northern Consolidated delivered

-to perfect those sales that had brought
> him down in ruin

—
in sort, Ifhe had be«n;

tbM. the . whole romance, from- Mr. Fop-
lino-'s exhortation to "Bweak him!".. to

, the close of the market on that crashing'
Friday afternoon he might have been less
Icure cf

- recapturing those French
•But h«? was 'ignorant of ;' these*, truths; .
and, with confidence bred of Ignorance' he"

tummonrd Mr.Harley." He, Storrl, would
browbeat and bleed him: he would teach
the caitiff Harley. to be more careful
of the favor not to say the fortune of a
Russian nobleman. ,:

Mr. Harley. with" the defeat of the
"bear" attack on Northern Consolidated,
was left in forlornest case. He was
aware that it spel'ed money ruin for both
him and Senator Hanway: but the picture
of the r.ig£ of Stcrri, and what that sav-
age tfi!g':t do in his bitterness, so filled
up his thoughts that he scarcely heeded
anything beyond. Mr. Harley was strick-
en sick hy his own fears, and, after re-
turning from New "Fork on the evening of
that fearful Friday, never moved from his
room. To the anxious tap of Dorothy, he
seiu word that he was not 111, but very
liusy: he must not be disturbed. Like
Stcrri, only more a-droop, Mr. Harley
owned no wish for company.

Mr. Harley was thus broken to the
jrround v.her. Storrl's message found him.
The threat at the tail, like the sting at
the tail of a scorpion, stunned Mr. Har-/ley past thinking. He could neither :do
nor plan: he cobld only utter his despair
in groans.

Two hcurs later, and while he lay
writhing Richard's inclosure of the
French^ shares arrived by post. Mr. Har-
ley at sight of them came as near faint-
ing as any gentleman coarsely grained
and hearty ever comes. Ten minutes went
"•y in stupid gazing, and in handling
and feeling those certificates that were to
him as is the reprieve that comes to one
who else would have died within the hour.

There Is such a thing as compensation,
and the ">ery coarseness of which you now
and again complained made mest for the
rescue of Mr. Harley at this crisis. By
dint of that valuable coarseness,. Mr.
Harley. discovering that he coul-i;trust
his eyes— he at one time doubted those
visual organs— recovered such strength,
not to say composure, that he ordered
up a quart of burgundy and drank it by
the sroblet; Under this wise .treatment,-
and with the reassuring shares In his
clutch. Mr. Parley became a new man.

Th« first evidence of this newness
given to the world was when at eight
o'clock Mr." Harley, faultlessly caparl-;
Boned and in full evening dress,
descended upon Mrs. Hanway-Harley
and Dorothy. The ladies were together
in tlie back drawing- room as the re-
Ftored Mr.;Harley," with brow. of Jove
and warlike, cyo. strode into their"
startled midst. Establishing himself in
•nighty state before the fireplace, rear
to the blaze,: he gazed with fondness,
but as though from towering 'altitudes,
on Dorothy. •-'-ffijfl

"Come and kiss me, child," said Mr.
Harley.

Dorothy obeyed without daring to
guess the cause of this abrupt affection. ,

"You act .-.- strangely, v'Mr.. Harley'T
commented _Mrs. Hanway-Harley. with
a tinge of severity. .J"I hope 'you will
compose yourself. ••

Itis quite? possible"
that Count Storri wlll'drop in/

"Madam," shouted .Mr.%Harley: .ex-
plosively. "I,shall shoot: that ".scoundrel-;
Storrl if he puts

'

hand \to "my front
gate!" .:,r

"John !" screamed Mrs. Han way.-Har- \u25a0-

Icy. .
"Madam, Ishall .shoot him like a

rat!" . \u25a0 Bp^MMWWMMH ;-
Mr. llarley"-got, this off;- with such

fury that it struck Mra.'-Hanway-Har-
ley -speechless. She, was ..the;., more,
amazed, since she^knew inothing-/ of
either Mr." ITarley's' wrongs br-his-,b'ur--,
gundy. After r-irveyingv.her \ with\ the -

utmost. majesty for.n. moment, lir.'-liar--
ley'came bat-k' to "Dorothy. v" .'

•There's ,;a'J gentleman, named Mr.
Storms?",

' • . '"
'

"Y"os. papa!" . ftimidly).
"Vo "ulove him.'.* -' •

-
"You /ihall^rriarryVhimr'.
"Yes." papa!":(blushingly).

x "John!" (with horror).'
"Invite him to. dinner to-morrow."
"Yes, papa!";(rapturously)i \u25a0

•"."And ... cverv^ other evening 'you-
cIioopo!" ,-. VJ" ' . • .'-•\u25a0-' '\u25a0"."- \u25a0* ;
."Yts, papa!" -(more rapturously). •-
/"'John!"' <wKh- a gasp).- -_•}'\u25a0
"And-now.' madam."/ qbservcd^Mr.! Har-

ley, wheeling on Mrs. llanway-Ha;'lc>\
with politeness sudden and vast, v"I am
ready to atteml to you. Ix;t Jme

"
conii

mence.by^meritloning'that Iam-raaster.
of this house.- arid shall give'dlnners .when
.1iwill to wbonisbever Iplease." \u25a0 . \u25a0\u25a0<

'
r-.}:-

"But j-bu said .marriage, John, and Mr.
Storms is a pauper!

-
-Think what

"you
do!"

\u25a0 "It"may:
'
entertain you, madam," re-

turned Mr. Harley, in a manner, of grim
triumph, "to1 hear that jyou also iareIa
pauper. Yes, madam,«you, I,Pat Hanway,
-we, are "all/paupers. 'Now :Ishall go;
to your scoundrel \u25a0 Storri -arid - tell- him
what I- have '••_ told 'you;.;- Oh* -I
shall: not murder the";villain, madam;
though I

"'
give you my:

'
word, .if 'there

were no one "to. think of but' Jack" Hai-.
ley.' I'd

"
return to you blood to my el-

bows; yes, madam, to^my elbows!" and
Mr. Harley pullediup his coatsleeves very
high'to give force Ho his words. -

:'. \u25a0

Lightinga 'cigar.;which he set .between
his teeth so that Itprojected outward ana!
upward at- an angle of defiance," Mr. Har-
ley got \into;his .hat and 'greatcoat;"' and
made for the door. As ;he threw.it open
preparatory to Issuing forth, there floated;
back''< with' a puff of "cigar \smoke" these
words, delivered jpresumably for the good
"of "Mrsl Hanway-Harley: ;.'.'

'Yes, madam ;blood to~ my elbows !"\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'._
< "Your father is insane !"•groaned Mrs.
Hanway-Harley to Dorothy;:when.;, the
door had

-
slammed and ;Mr. Harley .was

on his way to Storri.' "absolutely; lnsane:"
; Then Mrs. Hanway-Harley, with*many:

an ejaculation of;self-pity over 7 a 'fats
that had made her helpmeet to a lunatic;

'called her maid to aid her in creeping to
her room. As for Dorothy, she danced
about \u25a0' as

*
light-as ;air;

'
mlthe 'finale she

danced across the! way, to Bess- to tell;
"that* sorceress ,:what'U»ronders

'
had ::'be-;

'fallen.-"- • '" "'"'.' ;'•\u25a0'\u25a0'. x '
'. :\u25a0

'

'-'-'\ '\u25a0 ".'\u25a0}:
'

"Eh! you' Harley—you,"John. Harley. r li
it;you?"' jeered" Storri, as Mr. Harlej'.
was "shown -In.

'
'. . r .'

"Yes,1 you black villain- arid • thief,' it is
I!" roared Mr.

"
Harley; •planting, himself:

in front of;Storri; who "had not taken
the polite trouble to get up from the) sofa
where .' he 7 reclined. "Yes, you" world"s"
scoundrel; .who lbut I!"'\u25a0''\u25a0 ..{\u25a0

-
::..\u25a0' y'

"Scoundrel?"; repeated. "Storri with "a
screech, Fpring^ng to",his feet. . \u25a0..:;; . ,

"Sit down!'.' thundered Mr.'Harley, a
pistol coming from his pocket.

*
like ,a

flash. :' . . \u25a0"'
\u25a0-\u0084 ':'-i'-V- ".-'- -'.'.' -.— O

:.Mr. .Harley"::was from . a .'"region where;
pistols .were regarded in;the jlight',of".ar-
Buments, "and gentlemen gravely-debat-
ing therewith 'at tenv.paces had the \u25a0\u25a0 ap-
proving' countenance of.:the public. .This
may explain;the ready. grace withiwhich
Mr.jHariey.produced ,a specimen -ofTthat
species of artillery- when: Stbrri seemed
to .-.threaten violence.- '\u25a0<-.[ >>' '\u25a0•

"
\u25a0 .- .

"Sit dpwn!:'-thunderc4 Mn'llarley, and
StorrJ>.with' terror twitching

.
at his Jips,

obfyed. Mr. Harley .replaced -the pistol
in his, pocket, and surveyed Storri with
a look so sinister it ala/mcd that;noble-
man tta-the heart. "Ihave come." con-
tinued Mr, taking chair^ and
maintaining '•• the ..while a dangerous eye
on "Storrl, "I\ have vcome, to'return your

insults.
'Jyou ".blackmailing rogue, ;in.the:

room where -Ireceived- them." \u25a0\u25a0 . :'

CHAPTER -XVIII.'..\u25a0,\u25a0'<\u25a0'\u25a0»*• \u25a0<\u25a0

How Stbrri Explored for Gold. ;
Should it ever.be your fancy .to- wit-,

ness on .the part of anj' gentleman an
exhibition of- ferocity unrestrained
that you may" have him-at his' best for
your" experiment it.would- be wise r to

commence by subjecting him toai tre-
mendous fright.. \u25a0: Being.nm frightened

and .-then relieved from his terror,'; and
particularly if his 'nature be a trifle
rough, he will'ifbrought suddenly into
the presence of one who has injured

him furnish'all. you could desire 1 in a
picture of the sort adverted to. ;And
thus was it with Mr. Harleys^hat even-
ing when he called. on tstorri—now' no
longer terrible. ,

-
V

The offensive utmost'"- that one gen-

tleman might say to another. Mr.'.,Har-
ley said to hisaforetirrie" noble .friend.
He crushed Storri .beneath : fourfold
what bulk of insolence and (contume-
lious remark: he himself had received,
for at that fashion of conversation' Mr.;
Harley. was Storrl's superior. ;Mr. Har-
ley rendered Storri such shameful ac-
counts :of himself that the latter \u25a0 was
well nigh consumed with what inward
fires were ignited. Storri burned the
•nore because his own cowardly. alarms
tied his hands and gagged retort. vfpon
his tongue. 'Mr. Harley. who.had^been'
frightened to the brink of collapse;' in?
the only manner that "Storri .might
have frightened him, now refreshed
himself unchecked and fed retaliation
to the fulL .*":

'
;

- : i \u25a0
;

Storrl, craven to the roots, must fain'
submit. • The murderous ;facility.; where-.'
with.Mr.-Harley In the .beginning -in-
vested the conversation -with that pis-
tol-had not been lost upon Storrl,v and
he shivered lest. the interview:conclude \u25a0

with Hi3 own.murder. Mr.Har}ey,' hay-

Ingr exhausted expletive and :oppro-.
brious 'term, might ;empty;- the .six
chambers' o,f his dreadful /weapon into
b'tdrri. \ Thus spake Storrfs fears- and :

heicowfired while, Mr.: Harley ,:raged.'.
Indeed .'-the :tables 'had .been turned and;
Mr."".Harley' was taking(virulent, '. ad-
vantage of the reversal, v Among other;
matter s he taunted Storrl'with his :(Mr.;
Harley's) .possession 'of \u25a0 those.' French

'

shares and gave' him to know that; the
happy .transfer; had been the fruit of
his (Mr.;Harley's) ownYsuperior" wit/V;

\u25a0
• "For," said Mr. Harley, -with no more •

noble;purpose tharr tofaugrrient Storri's
pangs, Vdid you- think, that one of -my
depth, was*, for;long"to'be" held' at 'the*
mercy of 'such a dolt' as" yourself?". '-:

"Theh'.-It; was .:you." . moaned.'; Storrl, "

who made
i

the .mistake." of believing,
what Mr. Harley, said.' "then;it:was you
who bought :Northern:'^Consolidated^- ;

you,- arid,your^ confederates *to:whom
you bfttfayedus?"' ' : "" ; / V^.

Mr. llarley smiled riloftily,' arid 1 was
silent as though disdaining .reply.:;,.He-
was willingto have Storri think his over- ;
throw due to '-\u25a0 him*; and.';him/;aloneAiIt:'
would . please him;should .Storri

"
believe^ \u25a0

that ;he, • Mr;;Harley, -. had '- conquered \not'r.,
only the:possession Of £those *shares,' «but f
ofithe .'ssoo,ooo ;which-j.were \va''t painfullyf,
collected as X. Storrl's icontribution' toJthe ';
pool's.four ? millions. ItV would '.promote f;
Mt Harley's 1satisfaction s"to1tfie <super-*
latlye; it would make" Storrl's".humiliation^
complete.' •By aIUmearisjteach! Storrivthat •;
he,- Mr. v Harley,"; constructed ithe ambush/-
Into which;the.poolIhad^ sold -its*blindfold",
way. .;Wherefore, Mr.~Harley.' with!shrug^
and •sneer

"
consented \ to)Storri's .'charges t

Df betrayal,' and Intimated
'
his own profit-i

able, joy];of; that treason.;; After ".thirty/

'minutes *of;triumph.' Mr.-Harley, "mightily
restored in his own

'graces, :
'
arose to fde-

.part.':"' \u25a0•'.:\u25a0:"\u25a0.:"\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 .: '\u25a0'.' ;,--. *?\u25a0 :'•\u25a0 -
"AndVfor a last word.,you ;scoundrel,'*

quoth jthe: loud CMr." Harley.^'.'l 'told Mrs.'
Hanway-Harley I-:would shoot you iffyouj

• Fo";much]as laid;handHo my front ;gate.r

You-mights do "wellY to; that
promise;;I;have been known:on occasion

'

to1:tell)Mrs/ Hanway-Harley -the truth." >!;?
. \u25a0; "After the;last gloomy

'
hoUce" Mr:Harley,

"wen t :liis.;defiant -way,I,whileIStorri •sank \
:back jaymore '.deeply wounded .wolf >than
:_ever.-.T "•\u25a0;«. i'.'v.y;-;'-.• ->:})i't •--\u25a0.:•-""* >.'-;\u25a0'/. •\u25a0

""'
;*.-

'.; Mr.;Harley drew; his check" and ,'dis-,
patched ,J t to" Mr.

'Fopliiig,'.; arid Richard ]
in duo ;course 1received 'a\check' from-the:
latter. Mr.;Harley"did

'
not allude;to» the"

Itransaction on"''those and distant" oc:;
/caslons. wlien heVand;Mr. .Fopling'met;;
and .- Mr.ijFopling,1burdened Sof!his

;
feudal

:,with;'Ajax, soon forgot' the" affair;in mat-]i
ters: more, important.:. ",". : ;'V"\u25a0'---.• '\u25a0.'.' :';-J

Mr. Harley, whenemaricipated from the-
Ithralldom ]of,Storri,? was" astdbllarless ,so
far. as; immediate": cash; was concerned as »
wasIthe stripped \u25a0 Storrl \u25a0 himself. But|in
,the rebound of.spirit which followed, Mr:<
;-Harley's" genius regained-jUtS; old-time;

VA.'member of:the .House" with;
whom he. was in touch,^ being one of that
speculative ;party .who. opened rthe -New
;Year at Chamberlain's' with cards,, was so;
conveniently.: good-natured a? -to offcr'ia.
measure";"iputtln'g";icbal?-'on :;the 'tree Mlst.'{

..This, if passed, 1 would;be a1a1woundy -blow,
to the mines; also to'that railway;

.whereof Mr],Harley was a director, 'since;
•it;hauled the .-Harleyv coal 'to% the ;sea^
board. coal; on c the \u25a0 free jlist,;Nova
Scotia^could undersell ;the JHarley. mines s

;in every .'Atlantic*port;:likewise 'the :Har-^ley road, would Tlose; two mlUion lnbarir;
:nual freight. VUrider.;;these . threatening:
conditions,^; Mr.r.'Hariey .was .Instantly;
!given 'one|hundred •;thousand . dollars '}by:
;the mines and the Railroad to^kill;the;! in-
iquitous'bill,"and";convert tp a- right'opln- '.

lonv^any< and: '.all v who talked ~y;of
coal -Vand ; free ?

"
lists '. In (one .-.;;and

Ithc '.'\u25a0 same ;>breath..: Those "-. \u25a0; one-;hun-
fdred "ithousandv; "dollars . 'relieved
pressing needs ofjMr.:Harley, and thejblll;.-
that -.threatened g coal and railroads \ was;

v"heard ?ofino more. ::yv" • •:* ;':V.V 'T'";'*-/*.\u25a0;";;

"words concerning and Mrs.*.Hari^
\u25a0 'way-Harley'sV disconsolate

"
departure ;for,

{her;ownyroom, Dorothy danced across .to:
Bess.'^the'": yell6wThalred sorceress : rose;

./grandly/ to the" opportunity. ;:She sent: Mr."
\u25a0 Foplirig;>to

"
find<Richard ;•:and since :Mr.j- Foplin'g's ••weakness -.was :not;of the ilegs—:

he .being.at very -Mercury, with .feetLas;
fleet as his wlts^were slow—Dorothy"; arid
Bess 'had .no more\ than \ finished .giving

s and \u0084
receivirig;. congratulatiohs— thatl is;;

kisses-^-when Richard tappeared ,arid took
'.Bess's ;labor ;of;'congratulation -.off; her

'

'hands— or. should )'6ne. say her lips? 'Bess)
was _of

'
those /excellent ;folk whose.-: fine;

1 friendships |know".';when': to sgo* as well•'as j
•to • stay. vand ."Richard she -con"-:
,'yened'V Mr.'. rFo'plingj: and :Ajax" from.the
\u25a0,rcom, "'- leaving ;the-, restored 'lovers ;"to
"themselves.- .*'".'"".• '-. \u25a0'.'.-;'•\u25a0*{'\u25a0-'
,'-Of :what Iworth now ;to;tell you;.those.;
,sweetheart things \u25a0 that "^Richard "and

'his;
\u25a0 angel \ said ;and did? "\u25a0. How.:would vltyad-lv

Ityad-l
vantage a tworld to

"
hear that he,took :he"r,

,in his -arms.- and- held ;her^ close?;.; You/
who have loved and have. been loved,; who"
were lost- and have been found again, well-
know the;blissful /routine. ,2Richard said j
that no \ woman|was |ever

'
loved % as .:ha

2 loved .Dorothy;ADorothy; the ': beloved re-."
plied that -no \u25a0man iwas .everiloved as "ishe.-
loved Richard. 3Both;believed -both state-

.ments'. as "-,-\u25a0 they.; did 'the^Word.'S And yet ',

:Adam; said the same.thlrig when, wander^,• iiigin;Eden*he; first.met loyely;Eve,v'and*
everyj lover has .said 1 the/same fever
since.'T^ Every.}fire '-jboasts Utself>t the shot;
test,*jevery.;! loverI;does >Uve <"sa*me^Jlt*JtS:
the: virtue of;love-that '• this^ls^'soSxand;

\u25a0 none'will; objectCwhHe DorpthyiSandißicbj^•'ard "_work;out"; their; tinted VVSestiny.rforr
lines of paradise. ;Theyrhad^been: held

:apart; ••> they' were \u25a0 \ now '-together;^; rely;
v upon it they said and looked thoseTsoftly;

tender^ \u25a0
'foolish, ::happy," :preceridental

things which have' been :best amony. tho:
S best "l«psoris,of i-.the;ages".Vr i-;"%;-:

-
"\u25a0
'
r
;
:

-
'
Mr. HarleyVwas pompous and" patroniz-

Iing the next evening when he met -Rich-;
ard ;at dinner;;but ,;Mf.«; Harley J was r.no

;;ltss kind. /-Richard? submitted !himself, to,
Mr.;Harley's

"
patronage, for /in 'it 'he

;recognized ? the inalienable', right:,of
'"

\u25a0\u25a0; a''father-in-law.';:.' Mrs.'?- Hanway-Harley :,on-
that dinner occasion- did notfpretend - to'
the .rugged; high good

~
humor of;' her

spouse,, and. cultivated a manner at once
blighted and resigned. But» she} was -civil
even as she sighed, and> he would have
boen 1a.carper .who complained.' ;Dorothy
;

was ;beset of many
-
shynesses \nowithat

she was brought with her \u25a0- beloved into
Ithe presence of ones who;were -aware; of

'\u25a0- her secret without possessing; sympathy/
therewith:

*
Bess :was. .there; %'but: 'Bess

did not weigh upon her, since Bess'ap-
f'plauded herUove. Senator 'Hanway Lwas
there; but "Uncle Pat,, did not.confuse
her,: since ,he* cared -nothing —about
her love. „It{was Mr.'Harley^ who per-
mitted arid Mrs.

';Hanway-Harley; .who
tolerated her., heart's"' choice: that, set

:her cheeks aflame.': StilT 11 was.good to
"see Richard sitting 'acrbssiin^thoiser-:
~t. pent; stead of Storri-^-to see; one, whom;
she worshiped where 1 one '-...whom' she'
feared s and loathed had been"kbefore!-•11'was twice:good to think the 'prcscn t:
was Immortal while the past was dead. :

\As \Dorothy thought' these things fand ;
sweetly, blushed \ to jthink ,them;r you,
would

'
have ;been reminded: o/.a*rose,

,if,her blue eyes had .not •"'made: you re- •

;member 'violets, or by their clear,*,true, ;••
-depths led •you:away.' to:muse":

:on summer ;skies. " •
' " ;;.

"Richard bore the ordeal- ofsthaf din-
ner.; niaiifully; ordeal it --.was,'.- for he,
felt\ himself on exliibition:. ;:Ho; was ;
rigorous to seem unruffled -and [defend-

-
.ed his;; calmness by;talking•*greneral ?
<politics:with Senator Hanway. iNor.didI
hc'i fall\ into -Ithe;error of "speaking; of:
;tempests'-, in the stock rraarket, and as;
for the 7recreant Storri/ino s one";named;
hlrh.;VBess: might have Q brought '"Mr.'i

\u25a0 Fopling,.'for ,he was :asked;* could \u25a0' she \u25a0.

have; trusted that .̂young < gentleman =011
•

this 'point(of'Storri:';;But*Mr/?Fopling;
,\yas" prone ,'to;brlng,'' up- the:- one^subject '\u25a0:

which
'"

others Avero trying:to'iforget, j-
realizing/ his";tenacious t aptitude'

crime, of that; character/ Bess sent
rhimhornedridfeame alone. ';. , "::.
f-i.Richard,; like "Storrl before ihim).only
.witli!abetter;conscierice,did*not crowd:
:good {fortune;to;the; wall;

'
heilbft'early.V

As he'iriade ready :tdlgo';Mr?iHarle'yJn£ l:
:vited":hirnTnot*; only/ to/another 'ilinner,<
butitoTajrmultitude'fo'f-l such? refections.^
Mr.;:Harley; :;having

'
been'^thus $hos;!;

\u25a0pitable* ')>swept ",Mrs. ". Hanway-Harley •
with? arrogarit^eyesas^ who 'should say;^

•"\u25a0 "There**lies Tmy.::glove,"f madam ! '.We
'

shrill"see who' liftsjittVL;^);:^';;-: . l
'Rlcha'rd's; coming UoltheY

,Harley,.;house \In}the' role fofIsui torifori.:Dorothy's ?jsmall
(

£ hand '.Twent t offp well,1::
i'ahdv-lDorothys/was Hife j
seemed beautiful ;andivery;brightf

sSvhen> four .hours jlatef.'sheifell% asleepT]
Iand • rosyidfeams:relleved?her.; thoughts^;
;from';further duty about her- pillow J forX

\-'-\ r'^:"-'^-"^',"''
"'.

""
\u25a0:'.:

'.Senator ;Hanway carid Mr.Harley,' be--
Jng? :,yetcrans *of}.the

'
tape; 7.,were *f.not'*;

ignorant sof hopeless i^ state >- into>
;,which3the3 failure'; ofitthat%be'ar I'^rald>;bn^N6rtliern had 'plunged?
them:';'/rheyj could ;Jn6t*name^him^. who J

•had .worked .the
*
"corner".: against ;themj.

•and 'other /members of., the osprey
-pool,Uhe?hahd'ithat defeated them had
;been {played1from £,behind C'a ;":curtain.;
.Time,:however,'; woiildtdevelop. the ;iden-
;titylof

*
their.

yiconqueror ;j.norr.was ;. his
identity ;of importance.^slnce l.the.
great thing was" that, they/ were' caqght.
The; best Hthey/; might r.do wwas ,1 quietly
await" destruction \u25a0

'••in% Itsicoming^ Sit•

would'surely come; i"corners"; were";not;;
\u25a0made^ in*yalhj^and'a* day -,would ;dawn!
.when ;*he twho:heid.ithem .captive.-would,
disclose" himself, rThat disclosurelwould :
mean :for^them." flnancially;Uhebegln T;
'ning.of.the-end." \u25a0'

;

- >-
v '.; " ';>: \u25a0.:

Harley;" and -CSenator/" Hanway;
might;have;repudlated-.the;deal,: and so.
fsaved itheirjfortunes ;at;the>• sacrifice Jof.
=their 1names. '"\u25a0} Indeed,^ they^thought .of ;
it; and Vthen": they

-
shook

"
their;heads.

-
Such

-
a;\u25a0 step, would' ruin

'
Senator Han-'

way'shopes of a;Presidency ;ithose^hard"
years'of .political:labor '.would'- beTcan-"
celed ;\u25a0'-,his

"
now; v the,•::fairest,'*

:would.be \swept "away 'not"only for
'
the;

'present ibut for.time.*; The.discovery^of J
Senator '1Hanway—h^ '- whoV wrote \. '.the
report! against Northern 1Consolidated-? ;

as* apartner .in ,that ;,"bear" raid- would:
strike

"
his' name -forever 'ifrom\u25a0'. tho

-
roll.

"of?..Presidential Ity:might,
even >result ?In::his »expulsion fromrthe \u25a0

Senate; .*forj/CohspiracyV*isv; no ;good
'

charge to,face ;when true. Of-those^who:were "bears" ,against'^ Northern Consol-'*
idated/j fromVStorrito"J the;- old'7gray:

.buccaneer.'-the.ones ;whojmust submit -\u25a0

without ra'cry.; to being; flayed were Mr..
Harley ';andISenator; Hanway,::for ith
.them^to; 'bat discovered- wa? to;bet de-
stroyed. >:-. -.-'*;\u25a0. \u25a0,•*:"..-•\u25a0 •'.-= '\u25a0} if-~\:\u25a0'/-'\u25a0';jCAfter;; fullest 'conference^ IMr.*:Harley
wentragain ;to-New:York.:^lt^was set- ;
[tied 'that^the old gray^ucea'neeri should;
continue jln^.cpmmandtf rWhen\hel£who ;

.had heaten \ them "unmasked
'
h1mself ,' thc ;

old;-'gray £•buccaneer f,was t to .> treat *ifor<;
.gener6^us;,terms.v;With;ithev.*bankrupt<
Storrl "out,* there ir'emajnedbut^seven'.to .
consider; ';

grayj-buccaneer^ was;
to. offer-a'iroundvransomf ofAseven' nill-.:
lions of j'ortone, million for^cachVj
In.similar [ta'shion^beateh '.knights 'com--.'
p.ou nded *in-the ? ddst'yj1lsts >\u25a0 of;:'Aahbyi
eight* hundredKyears 'ago;;r the* amo'uijt:
of ransom :that/Ashby

sda5
day vwas less,*:;but;

the/ prlnciple*thr"ough'out -the \centuries;
has. remained and 'uhchanged;,
?.-'After('fdurvdays .of/rVwodnd-nursing; "-;
Storriiwent to"thej San' Reye.'-Hel; found 1

thatV lady
'
of jtlie*.gray-green'" ej*es|slt-

.tingjvTOUejiJ^id^il^n^^^.a^P,©^!^^?!
sentfunariger likea.wltch's:clb"ak.' rOne

"

thlrig^in'Jhis Jfavor;';the;SanV Reve ;had :

not heard {otj,his;
-
return, Vand;supposed •

him ;justiback from,New,.Yor,k".r...' *
;.

j.ISt'orri/did jjhis ;best':£o; he ';6h",cheerf ul
Iteriris 'with the ;.San \u25a0»Reyif; '{lieisaid Jiis
businessVwas^now/accomplished .and he
kwould'see.her. every day. iVStorrl'strove
all:he'knew :'to,SQften/the'San'ReVe.and-'
turn"; her,: frowns \u25a0 tbj:smiles! H He failed ;
nothing would,unlock Jthat- flinty,'.hard

*

reserve. ;;.;.;\u25a0 T.^ '.*.-•" '\u25a0_\u25a0:'. . ;..\.;
..\. \u0084-;

'̂ .;;." ."
li,l"About the Harley s," said \u25a0 the jealous ;

San ,. Reve, at:last. V."How;do .you stand •

wlthHh«;Harleys?.;,Ypu.stlll ero.there?"
fp.The ;San;Reve shot;a sharp.l inquirlng
glance iat Storrl Vfrom"lier >\u25a0 sea-green, ::
sea-gray eyes.,: \:-.'- '•:\u25a0 ,-,-' \ \u25a0

r.-K"-/-S^i
jXStorrl,"jbeing* feline,:;was :as has been ;
.written *no jone hard to|rout,\ and .could j
b«Jreadily./driven':from an 1",
withithe- loss; ofjthose

'
French v

shares, 3

his designs on^ Mr.*Harley and his power;
over iDorottiy;had fallen: to the -ground. :
He f'Vas/^ leftffwlths.'nothing.-^ more
potent ;than;his:naked 1hatred. ,\He ;.was
'.more;hungrj\ than before .forharm against
the.Harleys, butfthe s hewjconditions;; baf->
fled"•him \u25a0 as :might bridgeless tgulf.

*
He;could,see \ ho,open

-
way.- through .which

he ralsht •find ;hls
'cricniieg'iaTid'overcome '

them^.^if v;::-V.;r?g^*.-:--r,i;-^;£-»^;;;f,:::.'
VButS^torri hadjhli^-;miserablpinrides»'iand

'

woulQ.perish .where^he^stood/rathejiithan^
tell

'
thi*.San »Reve. this. Withiher^h'e, iniist,

pretend^to 1power"; *,he •must and f
boast'more ;loudly^than -before., i.Thls 'was

*

lhe:vjinityrand{thclstrategy|or..tl-.oin^n/»''
Ho«would ,;have^ fhtust*his JhanaTlnto] tho*
fire sooner 'than'Tc'onf essihimself^, beaten

-
by? Mr.";Harley,- to the;San: Reve.' She" must [
continue to,wonder" at

'
andiworship \him;\

it was *the|Incense .demanded *by'the;, nos-^trils,of his'self:love. .. " - '^r.'';
"

'.'How rdo;I>stand "r"

rwith 'those .-Harleys, '
my,San^Reve?" ;,Storrl's r tdne ? was s super- ;

cilious and. tlred;l as
"
though .he*;had been

forced •10V remember", ones .-; who** wearied j

him by v vulgarest ? dint? ',ot\their;Ihconse-:
quence; .VI;do not stand 'with*1thejHar-';,
leys, Istand upon Uhem. ."'WhereJ should x
such \u25a0Icrawling,'\ footless }'<creatures ;4be?"

'

and Storri to :his ownisomewhat :
ample •foundations! as indicating the 'grov- \u25a0

cling whereabouts \u25a0"> of-.the \u25a0Harleys. -'.' .
"But you ;go;, there?" remarked the San

Reve, flintily;suspicious. . '•\u25a0•'.-;'..\u25a0
"No, my, San \u25a0; Reve," 'r-. yawned • Storri.;

VPardon -.•myigrossne*s^-a «"yawn
\u0084in

".the J
presence, of;a

-lady,\u25a0 and ',I;;a \u25a0;Russian gen- >
tleman! Itook.the. habit*from-. these pig
Americans! .Youishould )kriow,r;myAdear ;;
San Reve, that; the. Very s name of Hafley:
bores .me. : No, Ishall ,no'U.more' co.;to
those Hat leys. They send /:they L beg;,I
do not :go." -Why should :l-.so' honor, them?
No,;th*y

'
must ;come"; to, me;v your,Storri,

my;San Reve:,, and » when Xthey arrive,
ball! *1vßhallir.ot see >them.*iflishall.".tell*

thorn theyjmust: come Wain!'': And Storri'
lifted;his* hand rgrandly.'-aslihough Ithe I
Harleys • were nowy 'disposed; of -and their

'

trivial status' fixed." ;
*
:: , ; ; ,;

- .
'\u25a0\u25a0 v Storri ;threvA this .off,witli:a :lazy inso-'
lence .that, >allIthings^ considered, >"did him'"•
credit. \u25a0-• And\yetihe J.was ;;not ,. wise. ;He

'
might;notihave"' told...the ;San

'
Reveithat ;

he had •ended ahis » visits "s"

sto;.the;Harleys,
but \u25a0\u25a0 her

*
boJd >brow fand *'-,though t ful• face ;

misled jhim.\-iHe\ regarded '-. her asV deeper •'
than she ;.,was;i he;, considered V that • she^
would soon; discover/! how »;he; no>longer;
was \u25a0•. a."suest Jat 1the'; Harley.;table, ,. and :.
thought.to saV.j himself .from an inference

*
by^a;.Droclamation^^He*,would^take';tho '-\
initiativeVand;seem 1 »to cast r the

•Harleys ;^
into;the outer \darkness {of:.his :
It would ;malte;for;his;standing^with ;the ß
San? Reve;;more,':: It > would ".soothe \u25a0 her
jealousies. .;*..;'-." {';\u25a0-;-.;-\u25a0.': .'?\u25a0"'. '".:

- ';";•'-.»•'.-' ;2;Storri Imightihavo,been> justified.'ofihis*
reasongs ihad :s:sthere 'existed; no flaw/in5his
premises. i^Thef San /Reve k was.1farifrom

'

being. .gifted t'J.with '\u25a0*. that .cold,>'• incisive?
wisdom^ fwhich./he r:ascribed *. tb;>;her.
Given \a» situation .wherein the San": Re ve\
had "no »'c6ncern',*J, ahdysho • ;
sound; ehpugh ;•• her.ispeculatlonsj' would j
defend 5 themselves, *her, advice!-be ;w6rth|
a'follqwing.^Endow.itheSanißeve'with '\u25a0'

a personal .Interest,*; theTmore' if;that :mr :
teresti' were"? one jmixed ipf';ilove .Vtand i"
jealousy,'; andiher -"reasp'n,^ If;

"
that *be ?•its :.

name,l"
vwould^ go ;.blind^and

*
deaf \u25a0£andY

lapse into[the "merest' frenzy^oflihsanlty.V.
She" would to jbelieve thetworst;
and: dlsbelieyeV the':best. >;Under /spell \u25a0

of
" jealousy,r

'
the- San \u25a0 Reve ;*would"? ac-" j

cept"^ nothing^thatji told .'in>,Ther -}lbwn
'

favor;^ahd? justr now,:ydespite ian out-
'

ward |serenity-^-fqr,^ though^ sullen,' she
-

was •;se_rene~tKe"?iSan^ IRev1Reve 1--.was >afire
wlth'jeaiousy^UkeiaUojrch.C -': '-.-:'\u25a0-. y- :. •
MThe,;SanJßeyeHlstened|to-Storri|and^
said? nothing;iShe^could a see thow/mat^;^
ters ?stood, "iStorri Jstillr dominated '\u25a0 the'?.-
Harleys flhelw©nt|there ;i;heIsawjiMiss $
Harley:?hisfsuit %was ;gthatS
was1what:had fsent'; him ;to{her,\the '< Sant?
Reve,^lth vallle~on"|hls7lips'abbut>.hayf f
ing|quit %his calls tat tthe 3Harleys' ;5ho" j
waslseekingltojbllnd }h'erJtoXwhati.-vvasY
passing.^ Butfsheathe! SariifReye^would ,;
be S she i>would^|J fathom Jithe /
traitor ) StorrLvV Even •-:thenVsho '*'could';

\u25a0foretell the end.. In a '\u25a0week,' or^may-:
Fhap a:niorith,'ithe news'would reach«her;

of^the wedding of•Storrifana-MisSfHar-j
ley. .What else could come?...; Storri was
a \u25a0\u25a0 Count.*

-
'.Were "*\u25a0;'- not .Americans" v mad

'

after .Counts? '.'= And:such- a^nobleman!
.Wealthy.- handsome, .brilliant, ,;bold—
who ;> could - refuse his love? :Not r the
Harleys^not, Miss "Harley! :No, the
transparent sureness- of,it-set sneering-
lya-curl"The .- San~, Reve's 'mouth. 'i'Soon ,
or late, Storri r would, lead',. Miss 'Harley
to• the altar. •The #bells would;ring, the
organ ;swell," the' people gape \u25a0 and \u25a0 com;;
ment.i ;'-And

"
then :Storri:and his.bride'

.would ride away; while she,* thie 'San
Reve-i-she, ;the ;disgraced— she, ;,\the :

daughter of a n^n who tamed .lions-
she, would be: left 'alone :with her
despised -heart! \u25a0. ;. \u25a0 \u25a0',-»\u25a0-"\u25a0:.

;;All; ;A11 this 'wild.driftwood*of conjecture
came riding \u25a0 down on. the:swift, turn- j
bling?*currents jof \u25a0 the San •.; Reve's .
.thoughts, -and. to her .these made con- ;

cruslons
-

were }as .What
should she do—she and' her Ipoor love?
She [must not- lose her] idol—her Storri!:
What should she do? <;.She had ;wrltten
rthi3;;Mr."''Storms of the French shares
and "nothing had come of- that!; Should
she disclose '; herself, to 'Miss "Harley?
Of what;avail?" -What iwoman ; was
ever withheld from -wedding a man",by
the word,of,that Oman's mistress? The
San; Reve .could ;have .' scorned, herself;

fora fool!. Shewas handless to inter-
fere; the San* Reva clenched her :white,
strong 'teeth to find herself: so much
at bay. t''C-/ ,';..;- ;\u25a0\u25a0;:-\u25a0'

'"

.;Stop; -there was one" chance of defeat-
ing;fate

—
a .sure .chance;-, the thought"

had Voome 'before I':And \u25a0 now:the \u25a0 San
Reve -looked strangely," at

'Storri; •her.
teeth (Showed .pearl- against the ,coral
of her -parted lips while vher nostrils
dilated ilike the ?nostrils," of•an;animal.-

.The. little'world you ;have rbeen, con-
sidering; through the /medium of this
•veracious chronicle began '-now to ad-
just itself, to "the;changes .that rhave,
•been recorded. . Mr.'Harley. and Sen-
ator. Hanway. for their parts, gave
themselves whollyito winnlngc Of
a" White House; their "ardor,:if:it were
possible.vhad-beenprbmoted by'the re-t

Verse 'in'Northern
- Consolidated, • and

Senator ,Hanway's ,anxiety toIbe" Presi-
dent appeared to brighten . as his,
money :, fortunes dimmed. And. t as
though .fate- meditated '\u25a0- amends for.
those disasters /of stocks -from ?every
angle "of politics there' came, flattering
reports. \ Senator Hanway

-
was sure."- so

said .the; reports, to,:write himself
"President Hanway";

'politicians . were
shouldering Lone , another to secure
seats in'the bandwagon of!that states-
man's :prospects. True, for' all .their
preoccupation. Mr.Harley and ,Senator/
Hanway., would now and

-
then|glance

up jfrom
-
thoso .detailsVof -practical ,pol-

itics;over *^which they wer^ employed,
to wonder why,the hidden one of that
"corner" \u25a0 did not

-close ithe ;transaction \
by peeling off their rfiscal: pelts. So.
far,\there had come neither word nor.
slgnl'of him.l :, .
;. The \u25a0 old gray .buccaneer exhorted
them; ln;no wise to be uneasy.

-
; \u25a0 "You \u25a0needn't -fret.".;said the old'gray
buccaneer ;•''he's got \u25a0us)as fast:as two
and

-
two \u25a0make four.\ For'us to :be won-

dering why;he doesn't- come around is
as \u25a0 a coop > full of turkeys -went
wondering iwhy the T;,poulterer
com© around:-^ No;I.'can't" tell you why

-
he-^whoever ha Is-^so leaves us Inpro-
tracted peace. Perhaps ,he's "-fattening

us," yand \u25a0 the oljj, .gray, buccaneer
cheered the^ conversation: with;a laugh
as, strident-as' saw. filing.•

'"Richard; and :Dorothy, ? following the
selfish' fashion" of /lovers. I.thought ; on\u25a0\u25a0

nothJni? \u25a0 but themselves.'. Our young
journalist's" contributions'tO; the. Daily,
Tory.; fell ? away,- in

'
both quantity ";and

quality.Tand -
the..Jeditor ;.rcommented

thereon sarcastically, saylng.they. were
becoming s "baggy, at: the .knee." Rich-

resent"; the 'criticism; he
.cheered

-
himself with

-
the: theory ;that

when 'he .had.: recovered: from '- his hap-
piness }he..would \do. better.. Meanwhile'
he-and Dorothy privily*appointed their
nuptials \u25a0'.. for/ the first- of .June, taking
Bess into the secretr<r| '; / \u25a0

obvious as a pikestaff to that sagacious
gentlewoman; Mr.yHartey^ and Storrl
had quarreled 'over^' stocks/. Mr.'Har-;
ley had been detected Inrsome"; effort' to
swindle \u25a0 Storrl; or. ::jhe v. |iad detected
Storrl; in 'some effort7 to (swindle 'him;
men were' always: swindling and quar-
reling.';according to]Mrs."'Bahway-Har-
ley. She put.no questions to _Mr.\Har-
ley,: and only marveled s at a'thickness
that would sacrifice the family's chance
of possessing a" Count [over*a': low, tri-
flingmatter of dollars "and cents.. Inspector. .Val,'when^the 1capture .of'

the French shares had removed the rea-_

son ofihis appearance :in^Storri's •desti-
nies., 4-',4-', told Richard Hhat he would, with
his :permission, still continue* on the
trail;of that'noblemanh . *

\u25a0 .''Unless myjjudgment be- at fault,".'
explained;lnspector :Val.-^'there's some-
thing coming; off that Iwouldn't 'miss
for:anything .you;can name."
.Richard, held fast with sweeter prob-

lems,* cared not;at all"for Storri nor In-;
spectbrJVars -pursuit ""ofsh im. If it
jumped with the humor of that scientist
of.steal th; Inspector',, Val might follow
Storriito ,the grave.; \u25a0 Richard would be :
pleased;toshave him do; so, and -to pay .
the?;c6sts; thereof as: rapidly"as they
accrued. . :;:; . :. •

;Inspeotor sVal, whose trade;it was to
read-men, smiled upon; Richard "at this
andiwent his-;satisfied ? way.'<;He'would .
stick 'to; Storri; • andrhe^jvould-' notify
Richards should -aught r,unusual ".either \
premise |or,occur.:Inspector tVal saw, that

lnßichardJs present Jmood; of beatific im-
becility;"n '\u25a0 conference '.with * him would
mean no" more >than, would -'a- conference
wlthithe:MonumenL"-.>.'\u25a0'.;/*

~;'~

;';_[, 0^ *- V X
jStprri,',; while /easily -beaten from

'any
speciflcienterprlse.-lwas.eyerready .with a
fresh [one.'" Duringithose days :when, ',like

'

aVconvalescing Jwolf,';her lay hiding with
*

his"; wounds /from,"the; sight and [search" of
men, hisTdisorderly^and.'one fmlffht say,",
his cfimißariimagination :busied \u25a0\u25a0 itself in-,
sketching" ajgiant }scheme."""* It;was ;as-
unique as ;had. been.,the Jfallen Credit Ma-:
gellan t without fowning ?. to

'

:a.:shadow .of
Credit, Magellan's legitimacy.'." .This itlme-,
Sto'rrl iwould have V-no*• partners ;-. there \
would:be^no}Mr.^Harleys:and: no osprey \
P00I3; to'.'seH "him :out. ';>/Before 'all'.was .'
done.'He

*
might* require men;?but \of

•
the \u25a0

sort|oiie "controls: like":slaves. :, / , -
:':.There^was -«fte-need ''that" must -.be, 1sup- i

pliecl.rhowever;;Storri :have !money.* \u25a0

Stimulated •
',ixvith;jthe \u25a0 :necessities that.

prickedrhim,. Storri vbethought -of
the;,Chlhesei Concessions'^ Tha' precious ,
document was in

'
his };p#session; \u25a0; the os-,<

prey "pool /had > notibeen-^ granted (its;cus-
'
:."

tbdyl\}Storrl \ carried J the \saffron" silk;to' a_ ;

rich 1.arid
*
avaricious 5man:she"; asked >the"

loan'of,$50,000;- and ;offere'd" interest^ steeple^
high.^;The*{man? of>,wealthXand? avarice t
was| deeply faffected; *heV*llkel:the[others,':
sent' for ,-;:the '-]brocaded," ;poppyf'scented

*

Mongol.'" tThe ;
-
poppy" MongolIcame,')_ sa- .

la amed , tra/isla ted, and „' went ;his : jway:J
Then;the jone ofigold andj avarice counted f
down r.thTe i"fiftyf.thousand," and '_'locked v
up ;the :yellowysilk iwith*Storrl's^ note1 ,
forinlnety'/days'iinf hlsisafe."-' v -^ vT:r:,Being." strengthened £with;;th6sG fifty
tho"usand*'ddllars, :\Storrl ;sought ?an ,an-
cient^surveyor.'V; DidStheKanclent- one
possess "an:accurate

'
map fof'.Washing- .

\u25a0ton?— a-map that \showed 'every pub-
\u25a0 lie,building and park and street rall-
;way and water ,main and- sewer, 'all
done to the final- fraction of an inch?
Storrl's „Czar jhas asked for.. sueh

—
his

Czar, who so admired, the Americans-
and- their beautiful capital I
;The*ancient one of chains and levels

had :such a Jmap. Being a man to
;whom a unit;was like a human being
"and every fraction as a child. Uie map
was ;accurate in its measurements to
the thickness of a .hair. _Sterrl bought
the map; it showed the"line of . that

'drain which,ran so"temptingly close to
ithe." treasury gold, and Storri's eye
glistened as he followed -it '\u25a0\u25a0 to the
river's edge.

Storri collected photographs of the
Capitol, the: "White House and other
public structures as a blind to conceal'his |purpose and lend luster of \u2666ruth,
to those tales of his Czar's interest in
things American. One evening. Storrl
related. to the Sanßeve his Czar's de-
sires. touching, maps and plans and pic-

tures and showed her,- among others,
a picture of the Treasury. \u25a0'\u25a0,\u25a0\u25a0 \u0084

"Ah. that' reminded Storrl! His San
Reve worked in the office of .the su-
pervising architect! Could hi» .San
Reve procure .him & ground clan of
the Treasury building?. His Czar, had
laid especial stress upon such 'a, draw-
ing! - ' U':-.;V .-- \u25a0 ..'

•
-\u25a0•\u25a0..-iYes, Storri's San Reve could git the

desired ground - plan without difficulty.
Itwould show everything foundatlonal.
-with a cross-section displaying the
depth of the walls below street grades.

**
The San Reve accepted as genuine Stor-

ri's eagerness to serve his Czar. Nor, did
she doubt .Storri's..: description of 'the
Czar's American curiosity: from, whr*t sha
had heard of that potentate, the San Reve
believed him to be -as crazy as a wom-
an's watch. Certainly. If Storri wished
to send the Imperial lunatic a cartload
of plans, the San Reve would contribute
what lay in her power. \u25a0»

..The next day Storri received from, the
San Reve "a ground-plan of. the Treasury
building. It exhibited 'in red ink the
vault that . held

'
the

~
gold reserve. Storri

gazed upon that oblong smudge of red
and studied its location with the devotion
of a poet. y.

And now what was to be' more expected
than that ,the curious Czar would ask
questions of Storri. when that illustrious
Russian returned .to St. Petersburg, con-
cerning those- many superiorities which
the American buildings possessed? The
thcught set the indefatigable Storri to
visiting the public buildings. He made a
tour of the State, War and Navy build-
ing, the Corcoran Gallery, the Capitol and
finally,the Treasury building. "Who should
escort him through that latter grim, gray

\u25a0'. "Dorothy asked Richard how he had
rescued her father from beneath the
hand of;Storri;"which natural Inquisi-
tion•Richard avoided In right, man
fashion by kissing the questioning llpa
and;saying that Dorothy wouldn't un-
derstand. \

•
-"

tMrs. Hanway-Harley was different
from Dorothy. "With a wifely e/cperl-
ence of many years to guide her, she
did. not ask Mr. Harley why he had
gone to furious war with? Storri.; airs.
Hanway-Harley would not put tht>
query for two reasons: -Mr. Har-
ley would. prevaricate; besides, airs.
Hanway-Harley, knew. It was as
edifice but an assistant secretary? The
affable A. S. had met Storri at the club;
certainly he could do no less than give
him the polite credit of his countenance
;forihis instructive rambles. Under such
distinguished patronage Storri went from

,roof to wbasement;, even the vault that
Iguarded the "-nation's gold was thrown
open for his regard. . . C
1This gold,vault was of particular mo-

jment to Storri;:his \u25a0 Czar had laid weight
"upon that", vault: Yes; he. Storri, could
see how :it was constructed— thick walla
by* masonry— an inner lining of , chilled
steel

'
that would laugh at drills and t al-

most break the teeth of nitric acid— the
steel celling and sides bolted to the ma-
sonry—the floor, steel slabs two feet in
width, laid side by side but not bolted,
and bedded upon masonry that rested on
the ground! Surely, nothing could bo
more solid or more secure! The door and
the complicated machinery that locked it
were wonders, marvels! Nowhere had
he,

"
Storri, beheld such a door or such

a lock, and he had peeped into the strong
rooms of a dozen kings. The gold, too,
one hundred and ninety-three millions in
all, packed five thousand .dollars to a
sack in little.canvas sacks ,like bags of
birdshot. and each sack weighing twenty
pounds— Storri saw Itall!

"And* yet.": quoth:*Storri. giving the
polite assistant secretary a kind of
"do

"
not that door

'
and ;lock.remind yoA

of the chains and locks upon your leath-
ern letterbags?— a leathern bag which the
most ignorant? of men would slash wide
open with a penknife in an Instant and
never worry,chains

'
and locks?"

.Storri traced that drain in its cours*
to the .river. Itran south past the cor-
ner,of the Treasury Buildingfor the mat-
ter of a hundred yards or more, and
then \u25a0 broke -south and -west across the \u25a0

White Lot between the ."White House and
the Monument. In the end Itabandoned
~t&is diagonal flight and soberly took to
the center, of a street

"
that lay to tha

west ,of;the "White House, and followed
it to tho Potomac.

Storri, hands in pocket and puffing an
easy cigar, sauntered to .the. water
front.and took a look at the drain
where it finished. The inspection grati-
fied him; .-' the" drain .was like a great
tunnel; 'one ;might:have driven a horse
and \wagon into it. Storri was espe-
cially struck by the fact* that a con-
siderable'stream of:water gushed from
the;'drain's*' mouth;; the • stream had a
fair.^current,

'
four, miles an,- hour at

least. :and .showed a.depth of full. six
Inches. .This .was a' discovery that set
Storri's wits in motion; the drain boxed
in!a^ livingbrook.

- *
V.Itkwas eleven o'clockthat night when
Storri '.:returned Jto .-»the mouth of the
drain;;he was wrapped An a great-
coat" and wore_ high boots. There
were •'.no- -houses ;about;*" as for
loiterers, the region was, deserted
after, dark. Storri: looked ,yout on
the broad .bosom" of the river;
he noticed T'that .even" at :low tide |a-
boat. drawing:no

"
more .than*eighteen

inches"; might"push 'within a:dozen :feet "

of"the drain.;
jVSatisfied that ;no

'
one ,observed him.

Storri stepped;. to \u25a0 the;mouth of th«
drain :and disappeared." VHe \u25a0 splashed
along:in the -running vwater- with: his
heavy

'
;boots for!something" like a'rod;

•then ho": stopped and Jlghted'a, bicycle
lantern which he took -from;his great-
coat pocket.' The rlantern .-threw, a
bright "flare after

*
the .manner/ of the

headlight /of a :locomotive, -and
'
Storrl

could hear the scurrying \u25a0 splash of the
raXs ias ? it sentfan alarming-;ray ahead
like a little> searchlight." .Being lighted
on -his '.way,V Storri^kept" steadily :for-
ward ': until;*'turning *the;corner wher»
theldfaln broke^to the right across the
White Lot.'.he was lost to sight. .-.

"

Vas \u25a0" Storri /disappeared, two 'Imen far
behind •him

-
at
'
the mouth of the drain .

stood They had, thus far,fol-
iowed iStorri- dimly,with*their eyes by
the lightihe carried. '\u0084-

': .*•_- •; '-,
7:;."What's ?- become \of ihim. \u25a0Inspector T'
whispered ;Mr.jDuff,\the"shorter .of the .


