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men. "He hasn't doused his glim, has
he?"

"Xo," replied Inspector Val, "there's
a bend at that point."

"What next?" asked Mr. Duff; "do
we follow him in and collar him, or
do we just wait here?"

"Collar him!" repeated Inspector Val
«!isgustedly. "I'dlike to catch you col-
laring him! Is this a time to talk of
collaring-, and we no further than the .
threshold of the job? Let him alone;

he's only layingout the work to-night."

CHAPTEa XIX.

How London BillTook: a Pal.
Perhaps the golden rule of all detective

v.ork is, Never let the detected one de-

tect. Inspector Val was alive to thistoi-
dinanoe of his craft, and an hour later,

when Btorri cautiously emerged from the
drain, he met neither sign nor sound of
Inspector Val and Mr. Duff. Feeling sure
that his exploration had not been ob-

served. Storri wended homeward to his
rooms, his chin sunk in meditation.

Storri th« next day went to New York,

and Immediately on his arrival at that

hotel which be designed to honor with

his custom he sprang Into a hansom and
within ten minutes was at a private de*
tective agency, being the one whereat he
aforetime procured those spies to Bet

about the Harley house— spies long since
withdrawn. The head of this detective
bureau was a coars«-visaged, brandy-

blotched man named Slater.
"Ana so," observed Mr. Slater, follow-

ing a statement of Storrl's errand, "you ,
•want to be put next to a 'peter-man,

what we call a box-worker?"
"Iwould like to meet the best in the

business," said Storri: "one also who Is
acquainted with others in his line and
who can be relied upon to the death."

"You want something desperate, eh?"
said Mr. Slater, in a tone of suspicion.
"Misht Iask whether you have a safe
to blow or a crib to crack'on your own
private account? I'm a cautious man.
myself," he concluded, with a harsh
chuckle, "and like to know what I'm get-
ting mixed up with."

"Your caution Is to be commended," re- .
turned Storri. "and I'll answer freely.

No, I've no one to rob, no safe to break
open. The truth is.Iwant to prosecute a
search for a certain criminal, and Ithink
a man of the stamp Iwish to meet could
help me more than a regular detective
whose person Is known and who would
be instantly suspected. I'm not looking

to arrest, but only to find a certain man.
Ishall pay him whom you -send me for
his trouble, and you for putting me in
touch with him."

"It's an irregular thing to do," re-
marked Mr. Slater, "but Isee no harm."

Mr. Slater rang a bell and asked for
Mr. Norris.

"Norris." said Mr. Slater, "this party

wants to be put next to London Bill-
wants to be made solid with Bill. That's
a« far as you ero."

"Allright," .said Mr. Norrfs. Then ad-
dressing Storri: "If you come now I
think Ican locate your man in fifteen
minutes." .

Storri and Mr. Norris drove to a dog-
pcry near the East River, in the vicinity

of James Slip. It was called the Albion
House. The lower floor was a barroom,
and two or three sinister looking charac-
ters lornged about the room. Mr. Norris
ordered beer; then he leaned across to the
barman and whispered a question.

"Why. yes." returned the barman, look-
Ing hard at

'
Mr. Norris as though to read

his errand. "Bill's been here. But it's on
the scuare: he ain't doin' nothing I
don't think he's seeln' company neither."

"This is on the level, Dan." said Mr.
Norrie, who appeared to be on terms of
acquaintance with the barman. "Let me
make you known to Mr. Brown," he con-
tinued, introducing Storrl. "Now here's
all there is to It. Mr. Brown thinks Bill
can put him wise to a party he's got
business with. There's no pinch goes
with it. and Mr. Brown's willingto do
the handsome."

"Well." replied the barman doubtfully.
"IfBill's about, I'll see what he thinks
himself." With this, the barman, who
was a brutal specimen with lumpy shoul-
dors «nd a nose that had seen better
days, called one of the loungers to preside
in his stead> and retired through a door
to the rear. He returned in a moment
saying that Billwould see the caller, and
jerked his stubby thumb in the direction
of a back room.

"This ii> a boozing ken for hold-up peo-
ple." explained Mr. Norris in a whisper,
as he and Storrl obeyed the hint tendered
by the barman's thumb. "That barkeep,
Dan. used to be a* strong-arm man him-
self; but since he's got this . joint ihe
doesn't do any work, and has turned fall-
guy tor a fleet that operates along the
Bowery." .

Storri knew nothing of "strong
-

arm
men," and "fall-guys," and "fleets," but
l-.e put no questions, and only seemed in-
lent en meeting London Bill.

In the rear room that formidable out-
law was discovered seated at a table.
He was alone, and evidently had just
come from.upstairs, as a door leading to
the stairway was ajar. Mr. Norris pre-.
senteJ Stcrri to London Bill, and, this
social ceremony over made few words. of
itbefore withdrawing altogether, leaving
Storri and bis new friend to themselves.

"Suppose we drink something,", said
London Bill, in non-committal tones.

Storri ordered beer in a bottle,' cork u'n-
louchcd: Storrl had heard of knockout
mixtures, and did not care to make hib*
advent into upper criminal circles in the
rol«e of victim. London Millgrinned In a
wise wav, but made no comment, calling
lor sin himself.

"What is it?" said London Bill, after
the ffin had appeared and disappeared;
"what's the argument you w^ant to hand
me?" i

"1don't care to talk here," observed
Storri, glancing suspiciously \u25a0' at the
walls within touch of his hand."Let
us go outside."'

"That's It." observed London Bill;
"now if we was to go plantln'""'ourselves
in Union Square, or any little open-air
place like that, it's ten to one some
bull from the Central Office would
come along and spot us. They're on to
my mug; got it in the gallery in fact."

"We can't talk here," said Storri de-
cidedly.

"Wast a minute," suggested London
Bill, who it was clear had grown
curious as to Storrl's errand, "Ithink
1 can fix the thing." He stepped into
the bar and returned with a key/ "Come
on," said he; "there's an empty hall
upstairs that ought to do us. It's as
big- as a rink."

Ixmdon Billled the way up the foul,
creaking- stairs, and opened a door on
the top floor. It was a room the big-
ness of the .building, and had ['been
used for dancing. Drawing a couple of
wooden chairs to a front window,

Storri's guide motioned him to a seat.
"K?re we be," he said; "now what's

H all about?"
' .

Storri,v s nothing backward
• "when

assured 'that no one was playing'eaves-
dropper, begnn to talk, carefully avoid-
\r\(* his usual jerky Russian-manner-
isms. You have been 'told of Stbrrf's
.rrraphic clearness 'of statement," 'once
he had fully perfected the outlines of
«ome enterprise. In fifteen 'minutes,

but only in vaguest way, he laid"his
nronoaal before London: Bill: the Dro-

pofal- was so framed that the., peter--

man" understood' no more than that "\u25a0 a.;:
bank of unusual richness was. to ;be
broken Into, and his

'
aid;was {sought': -.\

"Your share alone," whispered Storri.
"will foot up ifor a million.".

London Bill's\ilittle;
-
black-" eyes.;

twinkled Hkethose.of a rat. He didn't
make reply:at once, but 'looked 'but ;\u25a0 of;

the grimy, cobwebby pane, at the sky.';

The face ofLondon Bill-wasrrough,-', but:;

not unpleasant, "and, "though :he had ,

killed his man and' was a desperate" in-^,
dividual if cornered, the orily trait'ex-
pressed was a patient 'capacity, for
enterprises that might require days or 1
even weeks in their carrying out.,

"Don't you think now you're a bit
of a come-on?" obs^-ved !London Bill,

swinging: around to Storrl • from his
survey of the distant heavens. . ?;

"Why?" asked Storri, as cool as the
other.

"This is why," returned London Bill.-
"Ht^re you butt in;a' dead stranger, and-

make a proposition. Suppose Iwas 'to
rap?" .-

'
"I'd declare that you lied," replied

Storrl cheerfully.\ "and no qne with1;.
sense would believe you. They would
say that ifIintended to ask your help

in such work as Ihave described. I
wouldn't seek an introduction through

'

a detective agency."
"Something in that," . said London

Bill, a g^eam of admiration in his
beady gimlet eye. \

"Well, Inever saueal. an'/ only put

the question to try you out. Go on an' .
tell me what it is an' where it- is;

\u25a0whether Igo into the job or not,, at

Uaot you've nothln' to.be leary of In

roe."
-

\u25a0 '- '\u25a0\u25a0/\u25a0• \u25a0'•• \u25a0•':- :vv
StorrJ. who had been studying Lsn-\

don Bill as hard as ever that craoks-
rr.in was studying him, rebegan Insu-
rest. He now laid bare the proposal
J;i its every corner, and showed Lon-
don Bill the plans and maps, includ-.
ing the valuable cross-section draw-
ing- that displayeo>the relation of the
Treasury building to street levels.
London Bill, who appeared to have
grifts as an engineer, bent over the
maps and drawings, considering and
measuring distances.

"What sort of ground is this?" said
London 'Bill, laying a finger on,the
cross-section drawing, where it .was
painted dove color as showing, the
earth beneath the street: 1 "is It clay ,
or sand?"

"Gray clay," returned Storri, "and 1;
fairly hard and dry."

"Good,"/ remarked London Bill; "no.
fear of caving." Recurring io the
drawings, London ulll proceeded: "It'll
take two months to dig that tunnel.
I'llhave to dip as Igo in in order to
creep beneath the footstones of the
sidewall; then I'llbring the tunnel up
011 a long jslant. - The tunnel should
be four feet, high and about three
wide; the earth I'd throw into the
sewer; the water would wash !t away.
There's no risk in digging the tunnel,

as no one would get an inkling of
what's afoot until the last shove, when'^
we made direct for the money. ;Cm

~

that point let me ask: How long can
we count on being undisturbed after,
we've got to the gold? Now, if it was.
a bank we'd 'time the play for Satur-
day afternoon after closing hours;

that would give us until Monday
morning at 9 before they'd tumble.".

"We can do better than . that." re-
turned Storri. "Saturday. May 28. is
the anniversary of the death of a former
Secretary of the Treasury, and a spe-

cial holiday, has been already, declared ,
for that day. Monday, May 30, is Deo-/
oration day,* a general holiday. We
should have,, you see. from Friday, c.t
4 o'clock until Tuesday at 10; ami? ;
enough to carry out several fortunes'
in twenty-pound packages worth ?3 JO3
each."

"
;f

"How do you expect to get _ "viw-tv \u25a0.

with tlie swag?" asked London Bill. .•

'•fcteam yacht," replied Storrl- sent*::)-/

ticusiy. "I shall carry it from; the
mouth of the drain to the yacht; \rlih
a la.inch. -It's^as silent as a. bird ily-
ing, is that launch. Oh, I've thought
everything out^ in full; Ican get the
yacht and the (launch. The latter will
Irelglit an jeven . ton every trip. ,Do
you know; how much,- gold money it
takes to make a ton?'1

"Half a rriillloridollars." said Lon-
don Bill, with his professional . grin.
"You sco, paJ-tner, I've had to doa deal
of studyin'f along the same line , as
yourself." {

-
"Prtcisely,'(v returned. Storri, disre-

garding the pompliment implied by,the
epitl:et jiartner; Vfive hundred thousand
dollars. We. shall have seven :hours
a Jiight for three nights .in; which" to

* freiglit the gold from the mouth of the
cram to the yacht. » ;

"Four nights," said Londbn Bill cor-
rectivt'ly^-iiriday,'* Saturday, Sunday

and Monday nights. 1 can carry xthat
tunnel to a place- within two hours
of the stuff, with the Treasury full;of
people; 110. one would catch on. Take
my word for- it,you, can begin getting

.out the gold the moment it turns dark
on
'
Friday night. Let's pray for a storm

for those four nights,"
• "Your argument is right,'/ observed
Storri. '\but there's a point your over-
look. ATe shall -have" but three riightfc;
Monday and Monday night will be re-
quired to take the yacht down the
river and into the open ccean. The
instant the loss is discovered,', they'll
know the business was managed with:
the yacht; they, willrecall her as hay-
ing been in the river; the r three or
four days before. 1 mean to repaint:
her" from black to white : the moment
we're out of sight from the shore. ";II
shall change her name and .have
papers ready to match the change.; Oh;
my friend, you will Bee"- that; l'.'—-here
Storri. who had studiously refrained
from, his usual •\u25a0 bragging, < exultant,
staccato style' of speech,' and" aped the
plain and commonplace, almost :forget
himself; he was on the brink of giving

his. name, which thus far1 had: been:
AVithheld. He checked himself iri?tlme,
and ended soberly by saying: '.'You wil"
see that Ihave left nothing uncon-
sidered."' 1

.:"Seven hours a night," rurhinate'd.
London -Bill,"and three nights. In conf:
s-ldering everything, as you say. :_ have

"you figured on how • many -trips -your:
\u25a0 launch, bearing five hundred thousand'

dollars a trip, can make between shore
an'Jship?" '; ' ! ': '.

"Th«j launch can make as many .as
twenty-one trips -•- a night. 'In three
i:!ghts she ought tb:put more: than
thirty millions of dollars, aboard; the!
yacht. ;That, region 'around the drain's
mouth Is whollydeserted.- By working
'
without ;llght{*there isn't a chance I-of
being: detected.'!!':.* ..'\u25a0 :

•'Thirty' .millions!" repeated London
Bill, grinningicynically, /'and 7 all .in;

flye-thoußand-dollar sacks! ;Did it ever
occur to you that; it will; take some
lime to 'carry- the %gold;- down*, to xthe
drain's C mouth?; :It's'•close >'".by "* three-
quartcrs;of a niile.that trlp'is.". :-',: -',

:, "Sly
'friend,";retorted.*, Storri,{with

just "a .tinge?of patronage./.V'leave'that
to me. I'llfind a waytoscnd.tlieigold
to. th«, drain's mouth 1without; breeding,
any •backaches. 1;-All;you .are'.^to ;do;is;
dig the and 'dig it so -\u25a0 we can
reach the; gold.". ;

" . '; ••;%:•
; "That's", simple," observed I^ndon Bill/

"I-shall 'dig so;as .to undermine ariVend
:of'one ,'of those steel slabs that]moke' the
.vault's ifloor," .runningjmy;*tunnelIfor :the :
rear "end 'of Jthe yault.*{iTtae,weight[of|the s
gold willforce down the slab when uride'r-Ji

;I'Uvopen >that; vault ,'iike.lifting
\u25a0 the" cover of a chest, only'th* cover -will:
drop from^the bottom ",ln»t«*d;of.lifting;

from. the top.! The .minute \that {slab'.of
steelidrops six jinches ,theIsacks ?of gold

;will<begln sliding into our;tunnerof, their"
,own accord. :• You needn't :worry about my j
Ipa>t of the job;I;can [take thirty \u25a0millions j
out 'of;the .vault if ybu^can^get them-to^
the mouth of the drain.";';.' '*"..*';:\u25a0'•\u25a0'\u25a0 • : >:
• "I-can ;get :them "\u25a0 to*,the mouth -of the ;
drain," responded; Storrl confidently, '."and :
anotheii thirty with,them.;:"v*-e",real- limit:
to 'our operations is the yacht. Itself.IThe 'I
one Ihave

'
in;mind > will,carry, only.?,one

*

hundred ;tons, and * thirty;million;in;gold '
makes 'sixty.}tons,': tolsay ;nothing of the
ship's:stores and coal. V- . \u25a0"•\u25a0.. \u25a0

i.VWhat' place; willyou head the boat for
whpnthe job's done?" -

\u25a0,^"That," % said *"I- shall , leave :ito
.be settled in the open -Atlantlc.i.The;aues-;;
tion.now is:; Are'you going with, me?".l!ve \u25a0 told> you that your. share ;is to be.:a

>
million."- v r , . r --'\u25a0:\u25a0 \u25a0'\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0 '•''";•;-\u25a0""'

"One-thirtieth?" said jLondon Bill, with
thering of.complalnt In'his .voice;; .; -
I "One-thirtieth,"- returned-, Storrl" with
emphasis/

"
Where .else, can

-
you '.' get one -,

million-for^ten *weeks'; digging and a' six
months': cruise Ina yacht? 'Besides,'- there
will„be a.dozen others ;toishare, > to; say
nothing of the yacht and what,it.costs to
\u25a0coal her,and buy;her stores." Come/now;;
do you.go; with:me?":. . .- ..s / ;.J ,
-;London Bill put> out a small, hairy
hand ;and gave » Storri:a":squeeze \u25a0_ of 'ac-

•qulescence jthat \ was|almost \a- mate ';fori
the grip!bestowed \upon.our., nobleman by^
Richard that [snow:freighted Sday; in No-
.vember/';' \u25a0\u25a0.';;\u25a0?\u25a0-•' . ".. ;; ;''';;.: '\u25a0 • "-'\u25a0.'
's "l'm with you, :llve*or die,".said Lon-
don Bill;-"an' Inever weaken, an' never,
split on a pal." *. -,v \u25a0- '. \u0084'- .V .'. .1-. :'; •
'.IStorrl .and: London Bill put[ln^an hour
discussing s plans. .There were to" be "Sno:
more* men brought into .'the affair.!' until
late. in" May.^London, Bill?wbuld come; to
Washington and commence his; '. tunnel
work at /once. '.It would-be l;a;slow,-eiri-
ployment and require care; it was best
.to have plenty of time. .; .

' -
; :

. '"Because," .explained '; London Bill, ''if

.these* maps an' drawings ain't accurate ,
to the splinter of an;inch.

'
It may; throw/

.me abroad In- my digging.;In that 'case
I'd need an extra' week or so to,find my-
*Belf.";':-}:.'\''.:. ..-\u25a0 ;\u25a0;\u25a0•\u25a0.• [:\\ :\ -.'.\u25a0 \u25a0:'>:\u25a0.",.?\u25a0.
: Storri coincided with.the view,.but add-;
cd "

that the 'yacht .'would;' have -to Tbe
manned as early as the middle of!May.(:
'
"The!men needn't •know ;the. purpose,"

said
"
Storri, "till;the last moment. '-When

it comes to selecting them ;Ishall 'ask
yourTadvice.'^ ; . ;'

'
y-''''\u25a0 -•'\u25a0'.- ,.;; \u25a0:"\u25a0

"Ican give you that; to-day.' saldLon^
don Bill, "better, than. in May. I'll;be- busy*
in my :tunnel in May.'<and j.wbn't'-have.
time to cbnie out.^Here's what I'lldo: I'll-
call up Dan right now.Dan's an old;sall-";
or.'aswell as, a first-class gun 'and hold-,
up ,man— the jgang calls; him Steamboat:
Dan/. I'll.call Dan, an*, put;hlm^ into the"
play. Then when thej-.time \u25a0'. comes, Dan
will get you the men;; an- of 'the ripht'
proper;sort. .There won't be :one of 'em
whoihasn't done, a. stretch."

', "But," remonstrated Storrl uneasily,
"are you sure'of this Steamboat-Dan?"': '.;
;."1Wouldn't be lushin' gin in his crib
else," responded; London; Bill/-"Noi.Dan's
as* sure as death.' Besides,'? I'm jnot "going
to'put him wise; Ishall only tell-hlm'to
do- whatever you ask, "-.whenever ,you
show; up.".; \u25a0 '\ .-. .;\u25a0 - ] \u25a0; .'/\u25a0; ;

';"\Sf/:i K-'
vLondori Bill'called. Dan, and .the trio
broadened their jconfidence. In each other
With

'further,elri" and: beer. Dan gave his
;word; for was rrequired; Storrl;
. had but;to appear, and 1issue r> hls%ordersA' "You'll be In at r the^ finish; ;Dan»(' vsaid

London
"
Bill:v/.'anV.for

"
th«J »othew;^ pick

gut "\u25a0a \u25a0\u25a0" dozen 50f,;., the % flossiest ;j:oye3 ;\u25a0; you
can find. You'll.be bringln' therii tVwhere'
l',m\ wbrkin*. d'ye v see ;an the will
be ripe; . ; '; > .'. -\u25a0 : r,;'

-•; ".Will It be much •'of.a play?" asked
Dan.;: '-:' \u25a0' ;.' \u25a0"

*::t V. . .'
'
.'

;';'. \u25a0':\u25a0 \u25a0

'-:-'.: '\u25a0
"Biggest ever," said; London Bill;"an";

yet, no harder than' prickln' "a blister/ ;
Storri:jumped into Hhe \cab/which had

"waited for him at \u25a0 the!door, arid rattled
swiftly away.j.Within five minutes there T
after, a*ragged gamin^ strutted! into the
Albion'bar. \u25a0,- . • . * -

l-
"Be you. Steamboat. Dan?" chirped -the

>gamin,. fixing the eye of a sparrow upon
that' tapster. .,- •.-"•

-
l
' -- "Well, s'ppose I: be?" said Dan, not. too

jDleased "with the sparrow-eyed; \u25a0

' "Then - thj3: is -. for you,"lquoth Hhe
:gamin, thrustine {a note across •the bar.;;
!Dan- glanced at the note: next he smote

•the bar." accompanying the
*
smiting with

•Eoft^curses." 1 '•'';; '\u25a0\u25a0• -'\u25a0[''.
"What's the.' row?" asked one of the

loungers* <• ; X ~
:•\u25a0' •:•\u25a0".- -

V

you'll put into this game \about
-
the
'
mid-,

dle'of Mayr.will get the collar. -You have
my£word;forlthat.". \u25a0';.':!;-'. --_' \\::. '/'\u25a0':'\u25a0
'"'. \ "Your-word \goes\with me, iInspector."
interjected "aDan,; I.plainly,,'; relieved, and
bending- to*,hisichiantit as % though Vafter
all'it mightInot1;be:red,poison. :.:'_\u25a0. '

jy,'Good;>;myiword goes with \ ybu-^whlch
Is jfortunate jfor, you;-i These] are ,your;or-,
ders :f-You're ",to,say;heverfa » word;;and
you're: to •-"proceed*- with\ this 'as :though
.nothlnjr aueer ,was :in;the ;wind.\ As \u25a0 fast
as .you \u25a0know anything, you .will?find.that
L'll>call for it.':•\u25a0 Djij.whatever

'
this black-;

bearded l»arty'asks; -'go*. with*him' as
'
far

as',he * wants
-
to '::go,:and ;go .with•;your

eyes shut.-; I'll'step inTand gethim when
1he;time": comes :'}he's '., the;one;:I'miafter;

Now \u25a0* you\"understand ;|say 1-,nothing/; do
whatever 1 the 3.black^beard; desires; 'aria
when l'Tvnntto see^you I'llsend. Aridbe1

caref ul
'
about.v;London'; Bill;;he's .foxy.'

That was why.I.let you go by me a'mo-
ment ago;I-didn't know but Bill was ;fly
enough }to .tail you '. here. VHe'll be |gone/
however, :;In• a day,1,or atithe1most ,two,'
and then you'll have no more rlsk'.with
Bin.":,;

' ;h&~ \u25a0-*"\u25a0
' '\u25a0--'-'" '--'-i t.i'\u25a0

'
'\u25a0 ;:-:'^c

"How did
*you know Bill\ was goin' .to-

morrow? Itwasn't settled -thirty^minutes
ago."-.* ../;J-' '':\u25a0''.'\u25a0':: •;-"•'. \u25a0,\u25a0\u25a0; :",';•,-'. ' '/'\u25a0 '£
\u25a0;;"Iknow.,it just as :IJ,know, that \u25a0 you,
about May fifteenth; will pick up'a dozen
or more 'pals," who1- are -whole \u25a0 crooks and
half- sailors: ";that you ywlllthen* leave ;on
a boat, iprobably, a ysteam viyacht,; May
twenty-sixth,". bound for Washington; and
that

"
the Job of bln-cracklng you willen-

gage' in i3;to -be pulled'off.May'Jwenty-
seventh to;twenty-ninths inclusive."

"":-.\u25a0'
;:

"
You \u25a0• know imore "-_ 'n?;'. me.fiinspector,"

observed Dan,' with -wonder
i"IfIdidn't I%wouldn't be' telling you

what to do. That's ;all,'Dan;> have
-you

got your ;orders
'
straight?" T

\u0084

-"Straight as a gun,";declared; Dan,
wiping the last drops of the chianti from
his mouth. "; >\u25a0

'
;- :'

"Screw -.*out •': then." \u25a0'>- commanded . In-
spector .Val, "and . come only when :I
send .for,you.''^";/S -.;.--\u25a0'.'•\u25a0-..

Two days •laier,<a.laborer, clean-shaven
and of rather,; superior exterior, fastened
a tape measures to? the iron;:coyer -of a
manhole Ithatl opened Unto ;the jdrain , that
ran by;,the ;side of;the 'treasury building.
Tape ifastened.' itheIlaborer^ unwound ;Jts
length along;the -asphalt for(

perhaps one
hundred feet. ,. Then iheIbegan ~to '\u25a0 rewind
the

-
tape • into'l its; circular ,box/:'As

'
he

followed the% incoming tape ;:toward f.the
end :that iwas . fastened .'to -the f.manhole
cover, winding.as he went;=he paused'for

the grhost of &'•second
Jsquarely .opposite

the little basement
"doorway in the treas-

ury,building,"v.where . the ,;old^ watchman
stood ismoking:Z his; pipe .on \ the :evening

that \ Storri was told of gold jiqside.
The ,old; watchman, .;being on,'day;duty
now,''"' was ,standing/ In;that \same, door^
way, -smoking, t the rself-s.ame:j pipe,; and

\u25a0had his,ignorant eye;listlessly;fixed:upon
the
'
laborer/; busy with.his measurements.

As the laborer paused "abreast of; the
door, he glanced ;down at T the tape. :

•:.
\u25a0 '.'The even seventy ;feet jfrom'the"center
of ithat:rrianhole," he .murmured, •as
'though he; thus ;registered \u25a0 the figures in
his"; mind. :,:v \u25a0 . . . :\u25a0'

: . \u25a0.--"'.- ';
,'And the old;.watchman,-and>the pedes-

trians •. hurrying.* along :.the V.pavement,
thought the laborer busy with his meas-
urements 'from -,the^ manhole to ythe little
treasury door had -\u25a0 been at work for ;the

\u25a0public." ''"l>;~::'y-£'••':*; -'\u25a0•'. .'\u25a0\u25a0"'\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 '. '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0/\u25a0\u25a0' 1

-.: That • night,
'

had Jit not been -for - the
moonless dark of it,',you might have seen

\u25a0 the
"
same

'
laborer • who had been so ?con-

cer'ried; with
"
tape-measures jand distances

Inear the treasury
1a long shallow

basket -stoutly- woven, of, willow .on his
arm, making \u25a0 secretly for.: the imouth :,of
the drain j.that

-
once "witnessed ;. the. in-

vestigations <of;Storri: .'The' basket -. con-
cealed }a'-s short

7pickaxiof :\u25a0 the sort that
\u25a0miners"? use,

-
a'r little

'
spade such as chil-

"direri";plaj'jwithl"; oriithe '.seashore, '.but very'
strong/ I

"'
a/id-.a? pinch-bar, *:" or s;;"jlmmy;"s;;"jlmmy;"

iabout- two>feeti10ng. ,.Besides
*
these • sus-

ipiclousilmplements,V;there - were food,'. a
flask ofIwhisky,- another .of '• coffee, and

a "bicycle's lamp, to make up the basket's
furniture.-; :

'

.- . /\ . .
*tThe -laborer ;.,entered* the
''mouth, and .when":' beyond chance of
observation from without, -he .paused

:as aforetime;. had Storri to 'light his
lamp. ." As ;the; match" Illuminated ,,his
facie, •• you would have • Identified the

of London 'Bill, celebrated
safe-blower,,l box-worker, and; ,'peter-

\u25a0 man/i presently \u25a0"about ..to begin ,jhis first
\u25a0n ight's %work on' that thlrty-million-
|dollar .job^over' which he and Storrl
,had shaken hands. .;Having,lighted his
lamp.V London :Bill; journeyed . on'./jhis
•way1until

-
the same bend In the great

drain'.that*had;hldden Storrl shut. him
\u25a0 out. from >vlew. , ;: .

tlris!tIris!-thrifty and bewailingiexpense, -laid
up the yacht in a shipyard on the Harlem
'
Riyerifv The ;' yacht's \u25a0\u25a0 name

"
was jZutu*

Queen. iThe' Zulu Queen measured 110 feet
over; all,ivs and since she iwas' of :unusuai

»beam her;draught ,was -light,fln a beam
sea the ZuluIQueen would allbut rollher

stacks Voverboard;'i\in
'
a ?head ;sea

-she
\u25a0pounded", until one feared ifor her safety;

\ln smooth ,water,;full,steam ahead, she
could snap off'seventeen; knots. She-had
'a twenty-foot launch, equal to fourteen
knots, that made noimore noise ;; than.a
sewing;machine.' 'Altogether there . were
worse ias . well as :better :.boats

1upon the
"sea than. the Zulu Queen.*-

" ' -
;.•"-.\u25a0...

Croesu s:Jr., disliking expense, as noted,
,did not c^re to:keep the :Zulu Queen- in

:commission. And
'
yet \ the *rust of \u25a0:retire-

ment 'was eating, into her value!:£A? yacht,
a

-
horse and a woman,^ to]keep ,at ,;their

best, should be.constantly ,,in commis-
sion. -

Croesus Jr. offered|the jZulu Queen
to Storri;for the "spring and summer,
Stbrrito foot

-
the .bills. .This was a eaga-

cious iriove on the part of Croesus Jr..'and'-
meant: to kill.a braee

rof birds with one
;stone. He .would;keep • the Zulu:Queen
steamed -^up at -another's cost/thereby
avoidingIthe wharf [rent*as

"
well \u25a0 as

' the
rust, of;her "banishment: also he would
please

-
a nobleman.

'
Storri accepted the

disinterested offer of the Zulu Queenfrom
Croesus Jr.; that was Just before he met
London Bill.

-
, -.';'

After meeting that eminent bandit Stor-
ri,drove to,Harlem and gave orders for
overhauling the. Zulu Queen, as well as
for storing her. and coaling, her to;the
limit'of her lockers arid bunkers. She was
to be made. ready for,the crew. and cruise

'

by.May first. Storrl was armed with the
written order lof t Croesus :Jr., "and ;» the
shipyard people Ioffered no demur, sinee ',
they charged pall bills in true

'
maritime

fashion, to the Zulu- Queen, and neither:
to Storrl nor yet;Croesus Jr.,:the latter
provident jyoung person must finally,face
the '\u25a0 expense— a-: financial 'disaster.-, -which
Croesus \Zr.\never \u25a0 foresaw, albeit Storri
was not ?bo \u25a0 blind.;'As .London ,Bill;piles '
'
darksome spade •and jpickjand pinch-bar,
the Harlem ship men are jfurnishing and
coaling1 and storing the" Zulu Queen. '.

"

Storrl •said ;nothing of•London Bill'and
the Zulu;Queen" to ;the- San ;_Reve':, He had
welPiniglvgiven.up .the club," being willing
to, postpone all chance ;of meeting either
Mr.;Harley or Richard, and was therefore
\&:more .frequent 'visitor .to Granfplace

—
a social situation that pleased the San
Reve vastly.-'-: '\u25a0/• -.

- •
' v

"But the public," explained Senator
Gruff, disagreeing, "are as sheep; tne

manaeers of the party are ;the wolves.

The howl -of \one wolf-in politics Is or
graver moment than the bleating of many

sheep." '
\u25a0 \u25a0

\u0084'
"But the sheep are the more numerous,

laughted Senator Hanway, who was

amused by, what he termed the zoologi-

cal figures of Senator Gruff.
"What matters that?"

s said Senator
Gruff. "Wasn't ,it Virgil who wrote

cares the wolf how many the sheep

be*?.The wolves.Itell you. win."
Senator Hanway. fullof inborn furtivi-

ties, stillhung in the wind of doubt.
"Would itnot be wise," he argued, to

claim £ th& -public's attention iwith some
new unusual proposition? Might-not the
public," being wholly engaged thereby,

forget* finance?"
'Senator: Gruff thought this among

things possible; at least itmight be tried.
Something surely -must be done, or Sen-
ator Hanway would be compelled to dis-
close his attitude on Silver versus Gold.
Itwas the decision of Senators. Hanway

and Gruff:that th« former should brlns
up for State discussion the resolution
concerinK that Georgian Bay-Ontario

Canal. Credit Magellan was dead and
gone, and had been since the "bear" fail-
ure against Northern Consolidated. Bui

no one in the Senate, no one indeed not

of the osprey pool, had heard of Credit
Magellan. Therefore, Senator Hanway

could handle the canal resolution as a
thing by Itself. Itcould b© offered as a
measure imoortant, not alone nationally
but internationally, and to all th© world.
Senator Hanway -would force no vote; but

he would bo heard, and bis Senate friends
and allies would bo heard. There should
arise such a din of statesmanship that
the dullest ear in the country must d«
impressed with the canal as a subject

of tremendous consequent. Ths public
intelligence might thus be,made> to center
upon the canal. The latter would sub-
tract-from, even if it did not wholly

swallow up in the common regard, that
dangerous query of finance.

"You may be right." observed Senator
Gruff.

--
He said this dubiously, for ha

wasn't as sure as was Senator Hanway

of either a public Interest or its direction
touching the canal. "Itwillbe a novelty;

and the public is as readily caught by a
novelty 'as any rustic at a fair. But
you might better get to it at once. I
had \u25a0 a word from the Anaconda people
yesterday; they urge definite utterance
on.the money question. They say they
must know which it Is to be .in order
to select timber for the delegations. It
won't do to name silver delegates if you
mean In* th« eleventh hour to declare for
igold." '

Senator Hanway brought up his Geor-
gian Bay-Oriental canal and talked a pro-
found hour. Other Senators followed, and
the canal held the carpet ,of debate for
three fulldays. Then it was sent back to
the Foreign Committee without a vote.

But,,the object' of the discussion had
been reached. Canal took', the place of
money in the people's mouth, and Senator
Hanway, :his name gaining favorable
place In every paper, particularly in the
Daily Tory, became a prodigious person-
ality by acclamation. The most besotted
of Governor Obstinate's adherents now

"conceded the superior- strength, of Sen-
ator Hanway, and two" or. three "States
which held their conventions about this
time Instructed their delegates to vote
for him as a unit. Mr. Harley and Sen-
ator Gruff, being nearest to Senator Han-
way, were jubilant: they .complimented
arid extolled the acumen that substitute*!
canal for finance as a popular shout.

"-\u25a0-: "You've -got it." ejaculated Senator
Gruff. "slapping Senator Hanway on the

,, shoulder .with a freedom cherished by

.statesmen among themselves; "the ticket
os as good, as made, with Hanway at the
5head. .J^ut- Frost on for Vice- President.< and it\u25a0.will be all over but the fireworks.'
,Senator Hanway was of one mind witt
Senator Gruff; ,he could discover no gai

:
in'his fences through which defeat migh_crowd. . . .

"It's as it should De, Jonn," ODservea

Senator Hanway,- when one evening he
and Mr. Harley were alone in bis study.

Richard had Just left, bearing an elabor-
ate interview with Senator Hanway. in
which the Georgian Bay-Ontario canal was
displayed as the question paramount and

.precedental to all .- others, the interview-
being intended for the next issue of the
Daily Tory. "Itwould be hard, indeed,"

continued Senator Hanway, "to be wiped

out in politics just as we were wiped out
in stocks. Ican look on present pauper-
ism calmly enough ifit is to be followed
by the White Hous* for four years. It
would be our turn .then to issue German
defiances, and use Monroe to milk the
market."

"Yes," assented Mr. Harley. a greedy
twinkle; in his eye. "a White House

should place us on high ground."
Mr..Harley. being. thus reminded of th»

osprey pool, remarked that he received
a line that afternoon saying the myste-

rious builder of the comer in Northern
Consolidated had been discovered in Rob-
ert Lance Bayard. The old gray bucca-
neer .would at once learn the terms upon
which they might ransom themselves.'

"Ifit be so:much as three millions for
our share," said Senator Hanway, "itwill

cut us both off at the roots. Three mil-
lion's would take the last bond and the
.last share of stock Inour boxes.'*.

"The offer will ba made for a million
a man." said Mr. Harley: V'but should
Mr. Bayard refuse, there's no help. He
holds us at his mercy-'**

."Absolutely!" assented Senator Han-
way, witha sigh. Then in livelier man-
ner: "Still,-asIobserved, we must console
ourselves with.a Presidency. That'Geor-
glan;Bay-Ontario Canal was a fortunate
thought. My nomination" is certain; and
the success of the ticket with the Deoole
seems auite assure. We tmust offset a
loss -In;stocks by this mighty profit in
politics.

.'.'Changing the subject.',' continued Sena-
toriHanway, Vyoung Storms seems to be
the accepted lover, of Dorothy. I'm grat-
ified by; it; he. has -no money, but Mr.
Gwynn'^wlll actthe generous part. What

\u25a0 surprises me 13 the submission of Bar-
bara: she was decidedly tragic In her ob-
jections 'one evening."

"Yes," said Mr. Harley,- soberly exult-
ant, his conquest of Mrs.;Hanway-Harley
iin*the ;matter

'of that matrimony being
.the only. battle.he had ever .won from his
domestic Boadicea. "yes, Barbara did ob-"
ject;. put it.on the ;ground

'
that ,Storms

"was a ;beggar.- Iexpounded
;her; own ;bankruptcy, to :her.

'
showed \u25a0 her

;how ;it-was the
'

pot calling the .kettle
black. :and Barbara. t,feeling; that -she
hadn't'a leg to stand on/surrendered."

Mr.,Harley said nothing of"that Storri
secret' between Dorothy :and himself.
;. "When will you appoint"the weddtns?"
asked -Senator Hanway.^ '_".
.;'"Dorothy willattend "to that.;Itake. IL

Should",she come^forrny advice. Ishall
,vote ;fbir

t
expedition. Marriage is so much

like t
shooting a rifle thatTone ought not

to"hang too long on one's aim."
Richard

°
received a ,wire from*Mr; Bay-

\u25a0 ard" calling:him.to New .York; 'The next
1day! he lwas closeted with the ticker-king
at 30 Broad.
.?"We have;never," said;Mr. Bayard,
t'declared ;our;respective

"
: share? in the

;corner; in;Northern^Consblldated."
(Coricluded Next Sunday.)

'< -
CHAPTER-XX.V-'v

llow Storrl Foolishly Wrote" a" Me*--...... \u25a0\u25a0*•'•"'
\u25a0

'

Governor; Obstinate .being stubbornly

and openly1 for •"gold,*- party ,opinion; dis-
liking.'concealment ;and 3 skulking:mys-
tery,;began

'
to~' burn* the,,' grass' of.Im-

perious inquiry-about jthe feet'of -Sen-- .
atorlHanway.';Meri -could;; understand' a
gbld;bug

* or., a isilver-bug, land i';either
embrace;: or \ tolerate \i.him;according ',to
the 'color' of their]convictions. X:But that
monstrous: Insect, of ;finance/; the; strad-;
dle^bug," pleased no:one; arid since Sen-
atoru"Han way;,"\u25a0whose :.patriotism -!-was
self-interest^ arid r.who'";; possessed ;no,
principle 'beyond the principle•[of tper£
sonal ?* aggrandizement,"; 1,was'.^n ;.'every,
issiie 'a^traddle^buy,'; finance :fl-st of all.
our .sinuous"" statesman-; commenced

'
to

tasteUrbublbus:days.;; , V
'^Seriaibr .Gruff urged him to declare
fbr.igold. ;^: , . .
vT;"You willshave twofthirds of the^bet-^
terj element f^with ;ybu,7 f

;said'_j Senator ,
Gruff;:y'and by.that I;mean the richer-

;:,"i;\ [
'

\u0084 '..,-'\u25a0_. \u25a0.

'^"Senator Hanway^subraitted^that while
thel'richer,^r,'riianagingjelen;eht*fwas'.
for gold; t»ie V'assesmight";be for silver/,
If."helwere":nominated ffollowing d Cgold :
declaration; Ja "silver 'public% might, de-
feat-him

1

atf the" polls. I:'./, ;•;-."!\u25a0

The Ban.Reveusedto dog Storrl when
he-left' her;, and, -Inasmuch as she' never
once traced him .to • the•Harley house or";
its;vicinity,- her Jealousy .began •to sleep.
Butithe San

vßeye.v
Reye. while she haunted the

steps -of jStorri, % could|not "always follow
his thoughts,; and. they .went often jto the j
Harleys. •;Storri -had > the

-
Harleys :ever

on his mindreach' day served to Intensify
his 'hatred; for. Mr."Harley,' and to render
more ijsultry;!that passion': for Dorothy
which was both,love; and hate. --iLittle by
little;his* lawless JImagination .suggested .
methods 'by;which he mighthave revenge
;on -": Mr..-,Harley • and >gain;possession of \u25a0

Dorothy;;and \u25a0 the methods^ so .suggested,
like v the ingenious cogs* of "a wheel." 1

mashed into that other enterprise of gold
which had enlisted -the Zulu Queen and'
London|Bill.r.The thbught of revenge on'
Mr. Harley, and \a :physical .;conquest of

iDorothyJ the'beautiful, grew and' broad-
ened .and "extended: Itself *like!some plant

'

of evillnStorri's' heart./ It worked itself
out, into:leaf .and twig and bud of sinful

.detail until the execution ;thereof seemed
the thing feasible: with that the- -face

-of,'Stbrrl began" to wear _a, look 'of-crim-
inal triumph',in.anticipation.

'

; .The )San Reve observed this latter,
phenomenon and \ read itfor a good sign,

:holding it: to .be .evidence of Vthe con-:'tentmeht bqrn 'of • their "happier relations,".and Talso of clearing \u25a0 the;skies of stocks.^
It-spoke.?^of f.fair weather

'
in' both love?

Iandi business,' and the San .Reve .was. at'
considerable*: care not:to disturb .Storri •
with either query or'J comment. >^v•
c*"What

'
should .b e better.'' •mused »Storri,'.

with that, leer .which Satan gave him.•
"than -to carry away

'
the gold;'of these

:pigAAmericans,- and*' the daughter of one
of them, >on the^ same .night? -

r We should \u25a0

be off the" coast. of.Africa in a-fortnlght.

and -were \u25a0IHq.tire of her. Icould sell
her' to the Moors. Who iwould hear of
her after that?".

" .. .
"Thus did:Storrl,rear -his •sinful castles
in the air: and as he brooded his;black
designs, ismoking his :'clgars and tossing

S off his brandy in \u25a0 silence. Ithe San Reve
fat drinking; him in: with adoring^ gray-
green" eyes.t^pleaslng \u25a0 herself by7con-
jecturir.g -

his . meditations.:- and -going

miles :to leeward of the:truth.,. Had the,
San'Reve but guessed them,- there might

\u25a0 have ;descended 'an ;interruption, and
Storrl's purposes suffered a"postponement
at :onee' grizzly.and grlm.\ 7}.-V-

Richarn,'. about'- this ;time, troubled the
:club '-with his presence no oftener than
did Storri-'-and ;that was natural enough.

"Heimust Tsee :so
'
much' of;. Dorothy ..at

either \u25a0her .own house, or Bess Marklin's.
Ihe was jleft scanty time for clubs. «Itis
-wonderful how Hove willengage the hours
.vand- occupy ithe' faculties ;of a man.

"One -evening, as'Rlchard was coming-
fromthe Harleyhouse fhe met Inspector

;Val wrapped in visions where-
of the "constituent elements were roses

• and music' with starlight:over all.. was
careless of,.routes, and .Inspector Val
ledrhlm past the' Treasury building,
across" the White • Lot

"
between the

Monument and :the fWhite House, until
they, stood .at: the £drain's mouth, of
;which you have . heard ;so much. .The"
-stream .was v rushing forth a- clayey,
gray/; v

" "
; '[, -\u25a0\u25a0 '\u25a0\u25a0 '''>•:'\u25a0'•\u25a0 •\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0' .- ; :.',

\u25a0 O'Do you, see?" asked Inspector \al,
to "the stream. ..s •"

'- y "See' what?" said .Richard, .waxing

:Impatleht. as.aJman jwhen • roused from
vlovihg; dreams to)'consider 'a question
:ofIsewage. • \u25a0. v.\u25a0 -1
.;;"The color,*; replied ,Inspector ;Wal. \u25a0

"That :shows .bur* man to be Iindus-
'itriously -at; his task. :No,Vno :explana-
rtion;now;on-ithe;27th-of May .we'll come
:.agahv and

'
theidrain itself shall furnish a

-solution to:the puzzle.''s-': ;v. a .-

the second. t^rn In-the.-drain;"' from that
point;he ;counted ;theimanholes until.ha
stood>beneath;the one from .which you
saw him \u25a0 measuring with \t\\e ;tape. /„As
nearly; asihe might, London^ Bill.;going;
northward ,in-Uhe drain, jslowly p^ced
off;.seventy 'fcet\* from. the manhole:
then hey; halted find \u25a0 drove , two 1large
spikes .between-; the^ bricks \u25a0 thht:formed

the walU,"using tlie'pinch-bar to,do the
driving,f-;.-. On> these ,':nails'he ;hung \his
basket;and^flxed;;lusjamp." the flatter
so.as -toilight the opposite wall.'> Being
disencumbered^ of>the i.basket,' London'
Bill•".took/ the "tape 'and; again'- J,made
his measurements, this -time morci'ac-.
curately;than might be done by.pacing.'
\u25a0.';Lohdon ;lßiH-;gbt, to "work./ breast-
highland; where :the -lamplight,fell,> on
the wall of the.dralnnearestithe Treas-
ury,.and Swith point .theipirich-
bar/began • taking/out; the bricks. .Our
cracksman '\u25a0[ worked :'-'slowly^ and

-
surely,

laying;,the;bricks in»:theibbttom
1

«of -the
drain so;as fto -' form aifloor '.oh :^whichtovstahd/v,:;ln''this-;way :,he; soon found
himself; above the water,

"
;which there-

after^muttered [about
'
the bricks instead

of"hisiboots," as. was the! former uhcom-
fortable^ condition.V;-'-I
".Afters three:

'hours of ;.toil the last
brick :;was? removed;,; a": circular .."."hole
four .:feet -in \u25a0'. diameter.-;

vshbwed r
'
InV the

.wall fof ;the \u25a0drain.Vr.'.'Beyond :\vas\ittie
eartlit—gray '. clay,'\;as Stbfri"had ? said.
Seizing 'the fllUle;spade,* vLondon'v ßill
threw a;handful ;into.the .water;;it 'was
instantly -dissolved ;and washed Iaway.
"•\u25a0-:• •"i'liere'slcurrent; enough," 'said .Lon-
don :Bill..,in;a ;satisfied "to

clear
:.-,awayj the :dirt^as fast' as ,1 dig,

It,• wliich\isin.
'

chunk^of -.luck JwayVl
LiOndbn

'
Bil1. being:}lfairly,,launched

Upon his? great" work.r crept -intoVthe
'draln every nightrarid

'
crept for th every

"morning^ and the!hours *of'.hisi:creeping

were jirespectively ''.four.
Thrbukli'theday he lay injconvenient;
lion-inquisitive;•£lodgings, iv which;;he
cared' for1himself.;, London^ Bill;did;not
go ;about; the;tovvn, .;having -no .wish
for -company,, ;'being ;of : the ;bloody
hound* 'inveterate _; breeds ;that, ."once
embarked*.! upon" \u25a0 anfl^enterprise, .-: does
nothing; ,T;save .said
on terprise?;A :- until;:;\u25a0}'%" it'-i-^!is *,-'.; accom^
plislied.\u25a0-"- It;was this-dogged,-single-
hearted", pefslsteiicy 3coupled with his cun-
ning/arid^liisvfdeaperate^cburage.^that
made •London'ißill^the! foremost jfigure\of
his fold

"
but icrlmloal guild;of£petermen* •\u25a0\u25a0,;

"There was a' rich inan^s •son ,who!infest-.
and^belngyaXsnobkwithjaJlik-

ing!forihoble}nearnesses,XCrbesus|Jr7ihad
wormedihirnselfjihtolStorrrs "regards as

ifar'^asl,Storrl permitif Croesus fJr.J
fond <•ofIdisplay, \ bought *>a i>little£steam
yacnt-^onel hundred jtons.^'Af terVtwo;cqst:
;iy;roonth9Tbr[yachtingTCroesus;Jr.V wax-

*
"Nothin'."' said T)an/ his 'face' clearing;

into a look of easy; craft! "Here's a "pal
of;mine gets run' over an*:fractured by*
the cable cars, an'!Is took to the \u25a0\u25a0hospital.'
You .hold down' thie bar,' Jimmy,' while I
go; look:,him over.",%; v-~;'v

-~;' :
iThe person :addressed

'
as Jimmy,had. no j

objectionUo an arrangement" that meant;
freeIdrinks, / and y 'once Ihe "was gInstalled |
Dan put on his hatband moved rapidly,up

'

the street. A* turn or ;two"and a brisk';

walkjbf;ten, minutes found \him in Mul:,
berry \Bend. \u25a0 Dan walked more slowly,;
arid was rewarded ;;by: the jsight \of In-;
spcctor Val'sauntering along half a block-
ahead;; The' great" thief-taker rounded.-a'
corner.-and \u25a0 albeit sDan no :effort;
to overtake; him,; he* was scrupulous L to'
make- the:same .turn.*/ 'As,',, he :came 'lnto;
the ;cross-street •he"*glanced .;'\u25a0 jabout for

'-,Inspec tor Val:.that ,! personage '< was.*, no-,
where rtolbe' seen.' 'Dan' kept '>on his way,,
and' before -}heV;had \V journeyed an-
other '•r;block

• Inspector Val had
caught oup .;with-: • him

'
-fronT the

rear, ;and ;passed \ him.' -.'Two. 'doors -far-..
:ther and Inspector Val'entered an Italian
restaurant ;

'
Danaafter) going"* fifty;yards

beyond and '<\u25a0'. returning, :stepped
-
into the

same; place.H As
* he,laid \u25a0\u25a0his ;hand -on the"

restaurant's fdoor, -he" shot- a swift look
up{and down ;the street? .There' was :no
one ;injview %- whoih ;he \u25a0• knew, \u25a0•: anil Dan
brought a breath'of relief..-

"This;bein':i aI.: stool; ain't -no; hit with
-me.'!,' sighed jDan.V "but \will any sport
show me how, to sidestep; it?"

'
\u25a0 v -.: :

:>VAs'no sport; was there to hear, the plaint
of Dan; the latter imust' have despalred'of
*a reply,before*he*put; the ."question." Once
;iriore he cheerfully greeted ;Inspector lVal;
and .the two -Jto*a-priyate room.

."Dan,'' s
;said &Inspector • Val,iwhen:;they

were <seated '\u25a0'.. at".a • table 'with a flask :{:{of
Ichianti .betweenithenV; "Ineedn* t,tell

'
you

that' :youre hstill \u25a0*wanted^fof'i that itrick
f you' turned in'\Chicago,;; brTremirid you:of
Hhe-^rnanjrllttle^ things \I've;overlooked" in-
your 'caseHn New: York.'-'

'
Ml";- '-'.-'\u25a0 '. '•...;' \u25a0

\u25a0 '"No,"',lnipector,".;;replied ;Dan. ;sorrow-
fully-tasting \his :"cianti,>. '.Tm'i dead

.,
onto

v'em all:' rr
lWhat"Jis;tt?;.Glve;it;ajname."?;

. "Do you know ,vrhat, that ;black-beardod
urriari wanted in'yourVplacfe ?'\u25a0-'\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0•'. '.:\u25a0'.

\u25a0,^
' "Ko,"vsaid ;Danj'vr don't.".s:,"'\u25a0'\u25a0[\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0

• \u25a0.; ."Hecame'toimoet^London Bill;and: you
|thei'.^play."A.:f"45?JV^t^6^

."But^lrdon*t;know! what,he _,wanted of
.Bill.'-'isaid/pan.vjalbit staggeredi;-/:/ '

: -
*

X
"

Well. •Ifknow,;what ]heiwanted jof"Bill.*,
And I',kiiowiwhati heiwlll? wanfof ,-you;

-lMirteli-you'.what'youiare+to /doVand.if,
lyou'cross- me.; or.- fall'down.\it will mean
'several; spaces *in7Joliet/{ so jhaye^ap care},

."\u25a0 l'lliput /youieasy, :on;(6ne jpolni.>Neither
you,',nor LondonJßili; nor;any of ,the pals


