
CONQUEST OF THE ARID
SECTIONS OF AMERICA

WASHINGTON GLADDENS
NEW BOOK OF ESSAYS

-"Iasked him to let roe.read the whole
poem. He handed me the book, holding

A small division of the Journal,* called
"AnIdyl"—a story of first love. is.very
pretty, and on page 85 there Is a scene
which an artist of 'the brush might
well translate from a word picture into
a beautiful painting upon canvasf-of :a
youth and maid Just beginning to learn
the soul:of the"reason why those stars
which most V palpitate are thought" the
most beautiful of all. In that, scene
Ne*ra'says:' „>--*":r;: r; ;.^-^

The author of this book, who goes un-
der the norn de plume of "Neera," Is In
private life Anna Zuccari. wife of
Slgnor Radius. She is a "Florentine by
birth, a Milanese by choice," and a nov-
elist of much note in Italy. Though
fiction, it is Intended to show forth, the
truth of what would be the frank con-
fessions of the thoughts and feelings of
a genius of the Italian 'stage. Eleosora
Duse, the great Italian actress, la pre-
sumed to be the prototype, though tha
author does not say so. .The transla-
tion, which Is done into smoothly flow-
Ing, beautiful English, is the work ofa
San Francisco woman. So it has the ap-
peal of closs-homeness, which ia always
potent when It comes In combination
with merit. After reading the book It
is easy to understand and appreciata
these words from the translator's pref-
ace: "The labor was undertaken in.a
dark hour to lay the ghost of a haunting
sorrow; for 'Anima Sola' is the out-
pouring of a lonely soul, and had in Its
very name a promise of sympathy, and
perhaps of comfort."

-
A passage which tells of the girl's

resolve to become an actress expresses
a high ideal of the histrionic &Vt:

"Suddenly Idecided upon the theater.
Was not that my way to console, to do
good? Ought every one to work out his
righteous impulses Inone way, or not
rather each one according; to his own
means? yTo give a 1piece of bread is
perhaps j more meritorious ;or. more
profitable than :to give a ray of -light,
a livelier pulsation, a smile?

• • •
When Ibroke. the divine bread of my
art to a hungry public who went away
happier and better, "nobler and "purer,
was my. work wholly different . from
hers who reaches *to the poor clothes
wrought

'
by,her own hands?

• • •
Ihave but a soul, ardent, vibrant, and
Iopen this up to those who are cold
In their. Inmost .being.. .Igive \u25a0 love,
faith,. interest, which solaces, exalts and
re-creates."- -:

:.
- \u25a0-\u25a0'- ;"'.' - ,:',-".? .-;;*.-

"
The world is hateful,' says the

skeptic of the arid heart, 'because I
have suffered.' No. the world is beauti-
ful because all sorrows lend themselves
to a plan Infinitelyideal."

Could we select from anywhere In »o
few sentences such a full explanation of
the puzzle, and so satisfying an answer
to the seeming cruelty of the Scripture
•which reuresents God as the maker of
all thingd—both of gladness and of sad-
ness. "Behold, I-have created evil." saith
tne Lord.

"Those stars which most palpitate are
thought the most beautiful of all."

That sentence culled from eloquently
beautiful page 125 of the Italian book.
"Anima Sola^* which^uifder the .-English
title of "The Soul ofan "Artist" has been
authorizedly translated by Miss Eliza-
beth L. Murison of San Francisco, makes
up just the dozen words which mosrade-
quately estimate the peculiar quality of
the book's beauty. The soul of a true
artist is nothing If not sensitive, and
this book, which is an effort to portray
one. shows forth in thoughts writ down
somewhat journalwise the sympathetic
feeling of a human heart for the all-
vibrant life of the universe, finding, aa
no doubt the Creator does, that tho
throbs of pain as well as the thrills of
pleasure all work for the development
of that sensitiveness without which
there is no soul worthy of the name.

Let us continue the quotation which
began with the illustration about the
beauty of the palpitating stars: "Ifthe
greater part of men suffer it is because
they do not feel enough. They feel
pain, which Is a low grade of sensibility,
and do not feel beauty, which is its cor-
onation."

SAN FRANCISCO WOMAN |
IN TRANSLATOR'S ROLE

are seen the snow topped mountains
which furnish the supply of water to ir-
rigate the orchard lands. The conduct-
ing canals and the wells are the work
that proves man's partnership with God.
Itis a sermon in water.

(Macmillan Company, New York.
U 50.)

raculous power and authority of a su-
pernatural being, and when he prom-
ised to the true worshipers the well of
water .within them springing up into
eternal life he announced almost in the
same breath that he was the Christ— the
Savior of the world. As to scientific
criticism of the value of the evidence
the mystics would simply reply that
they believe Jesus spoke with super-
natural authority when he said to Pe-
ter: "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona,
for flesh and blood hath not revealed It
unto thee. but my Father which is in
heaven."

(University of Chicago Press. Chi-
cago; {4 net; 14 22 postpaid.)

»

the candle-end before me, with his eyes
following the lines as Iread, which I
did neither rapidly nor easily, but from
which there came to me such an ecstacy
of pleasure that it was like a revela-
tion."

"Several phrases particularly struck
me: ,• • •

Celestial Interchange
Of amorous sentiments.
And this, too:

To shelter me beneath the mlrhty wings
Of God'a forgiveness.
(Paul Elder & Co., publishers. San

Francisco. $1 50 net.)

From the press of Band. McNally it
Co., Chicago—New York, we are in
receipt of a new.,large, engraved, up-to-

date township and railroad map of the
State of California, size 33x39 Inches,

scale eighteen miles to the Inch. Printed
on the same sheet are large-scale inset
maps of "San Francisco and vicinity.**
"Los Angeles and vicinity." and "San
Diego and vicinity." All cities, towns,
villages and postofflces are properly lo-
cated on the map and the relative Im-
portance •of places is shown ,by the slxe
of the type. Counties are printed in
colors.,; Mountains, rivers, lakes, islands,
reservations, deserts and valleys are dis-
tinctly shown and named. The official
Government survey base and meridian
lines \and 'township and range numbers

Oh. folly of follies for me to go close to her!
By the captlTe Iwas bound fast a captive.

Plaltl&z or plaitingla every hair of.her yellow

That robbed the «arth of its dew by their full
•weeping.

An ornament brighter than glass on her
swelling breast.

Which was fashioned at her In the
world above. :_

Tn« Brightness of Urlghtnes*I«aw Ina lonely

M*letfy*cf'taelody, her speech not morose wlta

Crystal of crystal, her blue-»y# tinged wlta

Tn* white and ruddy struggled In h«r glowtng
cheek*.

• •'.\u25a0'\u25a0 , -'"*\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0

The following description of a maiden
Is taken from choice Gaelic literature.
How much of Its original beauty it has

lost In the process of translation lnta

English only those who thoroughly know
both languages can measure. Certainly

the thought as conveyed In the trans-
lation suggests that Inits native suiting

of sound to sense It is a beautiful word
picture of a very fair maid. Itis from
the poetic remains of Egan O'Rahilly.

"a poet," says Its editor. Rev. Patrick
S. Dinneen. "genuinely Irish." And this:
"nor are there many- poets gifted with
a more subduing pathos or a more, en-
chanting melody:

GILO XA GILE.

A somewhat strange feature- InJack
London's personality, 'which it might

be interesting: to philosophize over, Is
that he. of all men. Bhould be a social-
ist. Wo are told that he has inhim the
feeling of natural fitness for life*con-
test and love of It In the primordial
«ense of the tooth and claw struggle.
Having so much of that Inborn quality

to hold hi* cwn in the rough-and-

tumble of catch who can. it seems to
make his advocacy of socialism a fine
example of altruism

—
for It Is usually

a thought
—

by those who prefer the
Individualistic struggle for existence,

that It is the weak who want the reign

of socialism to come
—

those who feel
themselves unfit for the stern struggle

for the survival of the fittest- It ap-

parently indicates a generous nature

which would giv« an advantage to oth-
ers which he, Individually, has no
need of

An interesting item in this connec-
tion is that we a,re told that London
will write a new story. In which ha

describes the wild dog's regeneration
into the doc of civilization.

This sympathetic estimate is givenof
London's famous study of the north-
land. 'The Call of the Wild":

"Itis the greatest of the storle3 deal-
ing with the primitive,and is the most
popular of his books. Itstands as the
most sympathetic treatment of dog life
to be found in literature. InItthe most
vigorous qualities of . London's style

stand out clearly
—

rapidity of move-
ment, suggestlveness, a powerful use
of word3. great humanizing power,
music."

That peculiar feature . of London's
writing which applies the theories of
Darwin as a true philosophy of life on
which to base realistic creative fiction
Is perhaps the most interesting thing

the article calls attention to. "The
struggles of primitive life came to be
symbolic to the young writer of the
struggles of the modern social world.
He read the same meaning into the
modern struggle that he saw in the an-
cient." "Itwas thus he A-ifted Into his
inheritance."

tumble struggle for existence. Mixed
with the training he thus got to make
his physique fit. there was the mental
exercise of culling what his nature
craved from the Oakland Public Li-
brary, speaking in the Henry Clay De-
bating Society and writingshort stories
for the Aegis. Bland says that some
of the nre of London's style came from
his early love of Carlyle, and some of
Its lyric- quality from the perusal .of
Poe.

A new, enlarged and well illustrated
edition of that very deserving book,
"The Conquest of Arid America," by
William E. Smythe of San Diego,
Cal., is one of the products of Cali-
fornia authorship of which thy State
may well be proud. The original work
Is so well known that this revised edi-
tion does not need extended mention.
This revision brings the history of
Western irrigation, the story of arid
America, down to date. There is an
appendix in 'which is a history of the
'"Newlands bill" and the act of June 17,
1902. The story of the Newlands bill
is a remarkable bit of history, almost
worth the writing a book just for
Itself. Mr. Smythe says of his revision:
"Ihope the book will be of value to
several different kir.de of people^

—
to the

investor, the tourist, the economist, the
legislator, the reader of history and
travel and to those Interested in Ameri-
can resources and institutions gener-
ally

—
but most of all Ihope it will be

of some practical use to the men and
women who are seeking homes under
the blue sky of the West."

In part fourth, called "The Triumph
of the Movement," there Is a chapter
on "preparing homes for the people,"
which describes many of the immense
projects the Government has under-
taken to make homes by Irrigating arid
lands. The book is very valuable and
interesting as a history of Irrigation,
but it is much more than only such a
history

—
it Is a remarkable study in

sociology and a most unusually practi-
cal one. Ittakes for Its specific theme
the power of co-operation in1social de-
velopment

—
showing how union of ef-

fort for the accomplishment of big pur-
poses not only works out material mar-
vels of prosperity, but develops a more
civilized type of man by the sheer ne-
cessity of the harmony which the work
Imposes upon all the community. 1

The volume closes with a beautiful lit-
tle eesay called "Man's Partnership With
God." It is worth while reading the
whole book if for no other purpose- than
to prepare yourself fully to appreciate
tht force of that four-page essay. The
author is on* who sseks for hidden "good
in everything," and he certainly has
l^und a sermon In stones, and books
in th* running brooks. A striking sen-
tence in that essay is that "above all
other sections arid America la the God-
remembered land." Now to the man who
did not seek good in everything and ser-
mons in water the waste desert of Amer-
ica seemed the "land that God forgot."
Smythe sees the mattei 1 differently, and
eloquently speaks forth his faith. He
says In reverent Interpretation of God's
intention in leaving a~ portion of ths earth
arid: ,

"Some one has said that God ntver

made a- world. .He started several, in-
cluding the one on which we dwell, but
that he depends on man, working- in
partnership with him and In harmony
with th« laws of the universe, to bring
the world to ''completion." "There are
conditions in arid America which make
men peculiarly conscious of their part-
nership with God or Universal Purpose.
They seem. Indeed,' to 'begin where God
left oft* and to go forward with the actual
material creation of the world."

-
Of the stimulus in the work of con-

quest of aridity, he tells us there are
countless instances ;of.men who came
from stagnant communities and -

settled
In such places as Riverside, CaL, and
"developed into scientists of the most
practical sort." Consider this culling:
"Irrigation, for example. Is a religious
rite. \Euch a prayer for rain is Intelligent,
scientific worthy of man's divinity. And
it Is answered." . -

\u25a0:

Fitly illustrating these beautiful Ideas
there is a picture of an artesian well, a
splendid, fountain springing up to quench
the thirst of an- otherwise arid" region
in Southern California. In the distance

On the other hand, if examined
as from the viewpoint of &

'
believ-

er in Christianity as founded on the
deity of the son, the book would look
like lifelessly cold criticism; for the
Johannine representation of-Jesus Is of
one who, using the splendid symbolism
of a fountain of living water, promised
to quench the thirst of the soul that
panteth after God as the hart panteth
for the water brooks, with all the mi-

An Interesting Item In the book is

this modern scholar's view of progress
wblch tas taken place as to the great
theory of evolution

—
making It much

more than a blind force: "The new
evolution is more biological than me-
chanical, emphasizes the dignity and
mystery of Inner as against outer cause,

and positively faces the Idea of tele-
ology."

The volume Is one of the "Decennial
publications" wblch are issued to com-
memorate the completion of the first
ten years of the University of Chi-
cago's existence. The author promises

another volume to continue the prog-

ress of bis constructive criticism.
What he says in Justification of criti-

cism, even of religions held unassall-
ably sacred, is an item worth culling:
"For, as we have often said, the as-
sumption of the Inspiration of the text
has been shattered, definitely and Irre-
trievably shattered. Out In th« wilder-
ness we must row blaze out a path

amid the^ thorns by means of criti-
cisms."

If the work were reviewed wholly

from the standpoint ot. that complete

naturalism of the coldly critical scien-
tific mind which the author deprecates

almost as much ,&s he does what he
considers exaggerated supernaturalism
it would probably be to say: Though
It is claimed the author finds affirma-
tive answer to the great Query indicat-
ed by the title of his book, yet that
affirmative answer seems incompatible
with a doubt aa to Christ's deity; for If
he is no more than the unique and su-
perlative religious genius of the
world's history Itwould always bo pos-
sible, and even probable, that the pro-
cess of evolution would produce a
greater.

On page *05 Foster pays this fine
tribute to the Master -who founded
Christianity. Xote that it is a reason
given for a belief in the "finality" of

that religion by one who does not ac-
cept Christ as a God: "Thus, too. It is
the human Jesus as expression of the
personal life of Ga& that faith craves
and criticism allows. Itis the person-
ality of Jesus for which faith cares

—
cares, however, because In Jesus we
find a nowhere else existing revela-
tion of the divine will, and a nowhere
else postulated aim of human life. The

Christian is one who knows God In the
man Jesus, one for whom Jesus is the
personality which determines* his rela-
tion to God."

One page 392. speaking of the sources
of tne life of Jesus, he Bays: "The main
thing is how Jesus viewed God, the
\u25a0world and tnan, and how he answered
the cardinal question: "What is the
main thing in the sig-ht of God? What
Is religion?" Aad further along he
adds: "In the words of Jesus, the main
thing is confidence In God, purity of
heart, mercifulness, humility, placa-
bility,yearning

—
this and nothing else

besides. This is God's willas set forth
la the sermon on the mount. Who
does it is Jesus' mother and sister and
brother."

iutizes a given form of Christianity,
and naturalism, which denies absolute
values in principle, constitute an a priori
impossibility to the definitive signifi-
cance of Jesus in history, and to Wie-
ners striking phrase, "Alter Jesus it is
his religion or none.' But, then, who
w&s Jesus and what was his religion?
It is to this Question we must next
turn."

Now as we follow the author into
those 2ne final chapters on 'The Es-
sence of Christianity: Jesus," we dis-
cover whit, to the mind of this mod-
ern professor of the philosophy of re-
ligion, is that enduring "Christianity"
referred to In his book's title—whose
'•finality" is the sense of the absolute,
the supreme, the "consummate, the last
because perfect," he accepts after years
of study of this form of faith and the
writing of an elaborate work based on
scientific criticism. On page 137, speak-
ing of "the dissolution of authority-re-
ligion." he says: "The acknowledg-

ment of a single historical fact is a
thing of knowledge, not of faith. Faith—

let this not be forgoten
—

is directed
only to that which is of a timeless
character, which can disclose itself as
immediately present to any one any-
where

"

Portrait of Author ojElaborate Work of Criticism of Christianity and Picture From "Conquest of AridAmerica."

rpon the Shore.
Isaid to th« wave:

Why with such passionate kisses meet the rock?
Canst thou not se« Itis Insensible?
Thy wooing warm.
The gentle worfia thou'rt' ever mnrmurias;
Are. lost upon the itore'i rod* masonry.

Kisse* for rc«*s!
Se«k them, for they know the answer* fit.
Soft ar» they, and their p«tals richly «w»et

To rue tie wave said:
A great power Iknow net teaefce* ma
T» give. t» give and never to recetr*:
Human Impurity
To touch and •till to make me pure agalat
Prodigal, noble, simple. aU unpriced,
Ipass, forgetful.
Leaving this prtcept unto humankind:
"Nothing U> a*k: to love for love aton****

(From 'The
-
Soul of an '\u25a0 Artist." from tae

Italian, translated by Miss S3U*bed L> Mart.
son ot Saa Frandsc<x>

second printing almost immediately. In
"A Maker of History," this favorit» Eng-
lish novelist haa scored his grea.t*st sac-
cess and many of the critics agree tl»t
it is his best story thus far.

Although the publishers of E. Phillips
Oppenheim's new novel. "A Maker of
History," printed a first edition of the
book as large as the combined editions

of any one of his previous novels, heavy
reorders from booksellers necessitated a

The following poem Is' one from the
many In a took of 300 pages made up of
the collected writings of Eliza A. Oti»
(Mrs. Harrison Gray Otis), which hay«

been assembled, grouped and edited by

her husband.
In reeard to this work, the Lo» An-

geles Herald says: ~._-'
"With all the love and wealth or af-

fection which her husband, General Har-

rison Gray Otis, lavished on her. he has

taken in hand this delightful duty, ..and
with Infinite tenderness and care" Tw-naa
garnered the sheaves of flowers of bis

dead wife's Intellect, and has grouped
and arranged them. No human being

could have done this so well as he has;

together, he and ?he worked on the same
newspaper, in the same office, surrounded
by the same atmosphere of thought and
feeling. Ha knew what her hopes and
desires and aspirations were, and he pen-

etrated the depths of her heart and wu
cognizant of her wishes."

BLUEBELLS' US&*>.
Bluebells, bluebells. Ma»b«ns. blowI
King*ycnr bells and rtag them low|
From your hearts let music leap—
From your chambers where- asleep

All the dainty fairies tide.
Aad tfceir thoughts to nnxslc glide;
Where li« winds with fragra»e« rwe«t

'
Make a cover for their feet;

Where glad bird-song on th» ear
Fall* In notes most «w««t and clear.

Bluebells, blnebells, bluebells, rlag!
While yow perfumed tonsraes you swing.
Pour year music low »nd sweet \u25a0,

Bound about our passing feet.
Ring! and let the summer ieaa
With ter, dainty ear between
Bud aad blossom as they sway.
When the light winds pas« their wsjr«—

Leaa and listen while shall ring
Voice of praise from everything.

•
Readers of literary gossip may bars

forgotten, though Itwas made known at

the time of the great success of "Quo
Vadis," that Henryk Sier^kiewlca spent
some time in this country. He was on«
of a little band of Polish patriots, anonj

whom- were Mme. Modjeska and her hus-

band. Count Bczenta, who bought & ranch

In California and started what might b«
called a Polish Brook -Farm. It was a
co-operative society, but as all Its mem-
bers were geniuses, it suffered for want

of practical management. Slenklewlca
did not stay very long In this country,

but went back to Poland, where he pub-

lished a few short stories with America
as their background. "On the Field of
Glory," Just published. Is. howevsr, nl*
first complete novel for six years, and
the fact that a second large printing

was required before the date of publica-

tion Indicates that ha has not lost his
hold on the American reading public

Oh. mighty slager, hail ta the*.
Bat canst thou tee beyond th« bars?

Or s;«&k that Naswlees Mystery
Tliat reign* beyond our utino»t •tarir

Ob cao*t thoa Ssd aa esd of spac-*

Or »*y what awral dream U tfcla.
Or wocM we *«• God face to far?
Ifmind slionld crow the vast aby»«T

We know Hl» soss and system* flaiaa
Beyond all methods to comput*

Till mysttry wltSout a nain*
Locnss on oor minds aad w» ar« mn»

There B« the secret* t»n« ihall »••
While yet they breathe this mortal treats

To know tlsat NaselfM Mystery
Were dread Insanity or Death.

There may It be that w«ary #01118
WUI find at last a restlasr-pUc», :

Wher* God'« Is2aity enfolds
Infinity of tlo* aad »sac«-

Ko clarion note «o clear and strens;

As is this mljhtyvoice of thlr.e.
And ne'er belera has mortal »ong

Ascended nearer the divine.
- .

Beyond onncmbered sons it sings.

But cobs at last by r&lfs of nlglct
In veartnen It folds its wtag»

This side the Illimitable light.

Oh beckon on street ray« of dawns
Ob, Hum aris« and slag agaim.

"VVe crave from Thae the mystery.

The music of the grand Amea,

are gives. A list of all the railroads la
the State Is printed orr*the face of th«
map. and each road Is designated by a
number, so that it can easily be traced •
throughout its entire length.

Persons interested In California Inany
way will find this map very complete
and useful. The maps are large and
clear, printed on the finest map paper,
folded to convenient pocket size. Pric«
25 cents.

"Within th» jjlast few days there has
been visiting our city a young man from
the mountains of the Middle West. Mr.
Clarence E. Eddy of Roosevelt. Idaho.
He is a mountaineer In more senses man
one. for Inaddition to being a successful
prospector for gold In the rugrged hills, be
dearly loves the peaks of Parnassus. Ha
came here partly to investigate the work
that cur literary people are doing. He
is 'especially Interested in our poets. H«
has written Doems himself In an ama-
teur way. and so he feels a kindred with
them of such gifts as Joaquln Miller and
other of our experts in verse. As be Is
very ardent and still quite a young man,
v«-ho knows to what extent hla emulation
may lead him up the heights?

He has published a little book of his
poems. He i3 a correspondent of th«
Salt Lake Tribune, and he is owner and
editor of the Thunder Mountain News.
The two California writers he seemed
most Interested inare George Sterling and
Louis A. Robertson. He is an euthuslas-
tic admirer of George Sterling's lons
poem. "The Testimony of the Suns." H«
is a man Intensely interested in the mys-

teries of life, and his one regret about
the "Testimony of the Suns" is that It
does not convey to his mind and heart
some more definite answer to his longings

to read the riddle of the universe. Un-
der the ppell of that desire he quite
earnestly and eloquently addresses ths-
California poat.
Ihere give you the words of his ap-

peal, not 'only because It has local Inter-
est, but because the young mountaineer
expresses in It a universal heart cry; w«
are all of us always beseeching the poet*

to unveil for us more of- the gTeat mys-
tery of life and lift our spirits closer to
the truth:

TO THE SIXG2R OT* THB SUXft.

Cold asd haii-tos-lting reverence it
must, of course, be held by those who
srdently adore the Christ as a divine
being, eves to tne extent of believing

Lira to be mystically one with the Deity

and himself a God and tte Son of God
in a sense cot ever attainable by ftcjr

ether »oa cf man. On* of ih» most strik-
ingly odd evidences of the author's dis-

belief In the divinity of Christ is that

r- be takes pains to expl&ln to his readers
why j. i-u» was celibate. Xow, to the
true believers la the divinity of Jesus
such t query would seem like the in-
quisltiveness of a child, and the answer
to it simply: Christ was celibate be-
cause he was the Son of God. To pur-
sue the subject beyend that would
sound Ilk*a eraxy absurdity.

It wouW appear that orthodox Chris-
tians believe that Christianity stands
or fails with the belief in Christ as the

God-man of miraculous birth and per-
formance, but the author does not be-
lieve it falls with the dogma of deity.
ItIs with this restriction, or de3nitioa.
that he give* eSrmative answer to the
great query of hi* book, indicated by
the title. Is Carlstlaaiiy a Snality? In

thus accepting Christianity as the ab-
solute, the supreme religion, however,

he makes us clearly understand that

he separates It from the supernatural-
!sm of authority-religion; for be con-
siders such belief Is a bar to progress,

end the principle of evolution he holds
applies to religion notwithstanding in*

great epoch made in it by the coming
of Christ- Here Is the way he seeks

to express the golden mean: "Super-

cfcturalism excludes development
—

the

element of truth mnaturalism: natural-
ism excludes- eternal values

—
the ele-

raent of truth in Bupernaturalism; sci-
•\u25a0nc* requires the former, religion the

Vrter.""
Right after thie he asks: "Does the

id«?a of development, the golden mean
between sapernatorallsm, which abso- ,

'.rtho^ox author nominally belongs to

W.ne Baptist denomination. The resolu-
which wa£ introduced by the pas-

tor of the Second Baptist Church, de-
clared that the professor's book on
[be "Xtnality" wsj '"aa insult to all
cltrigyzzen." As the reading of the
resolution was followed by applause, it
s-cnis evident that Foster is in dis-
favor with maa* of the brethren. The
j^rofestor says his Baptist critics are
too hasty, "if they had read my chap-
ter on immortality they would have
seen that my aim is not to destroy a
belief In Christian tenets, but to find
meiiiiS of support for them."

The tight, ir It is to continue, will
have to be waged for the killingcf the
bL'Ok, for the professor's head is safe.
T:.e University of Chicago will take no
action in rtgard to dismissing him from
t:.e faculty. The attempt willhere be
made to tell some truths about the

bock as unsectarian and impartial as if
they came from a merely Martian ob-
server of earthly faiths and other af-
fairs.

First, as to the professors soft an-
swer to turn away the wrath of his
critics

—
that his "aim is not to destroy

i. belief in Christian tenets." the -force

of that fence ail depends upon what
Christian tenets really are; and that, as
1 remarked before, is a matter of 500
;ages of exposition, even condtrjsedly
ts tot professor puts them. If by

Christian tenets is meant the holdings

ct orthodoxy about Christ and his
t-a.whmg6, then the author's a-m cer-
tainly is to destroy a belief In them. On
V.at score it is destructive criticism &s

X}rong as a philosophically temperate
riter could well make it. The whole

Lr*tp&rt of the took, and that is near-
ly tiSiif cf it, deals directly with what
the author terms "autiiority-religloa
(supernaturalis— )." and it Is done with
deadly alia to strike that down and
sweep it frora hie path before he pro-
Cf-eca with the put of the volume de-
voted to constructive criticism; and
tL^t, while it shows a reverent spirit

toward Christianity as he conceives it
to fee intelligible and believable by

modern scholarship, is most distinctly

rot constructive on the foundations of
orthodox Christian tenets. It is no
doubt because of this that the clergy-

men registered their objecU6a. and

their right to express disfavor with the
work :s unquestioned; but that this

cxiticiEm of Christianity should be

characterised as "an insult to all cler-
gymen" rntist. «urely hay« beta due to a
hesty judgment or to an extreme over-

•eriSitiveuess. The whole tenor of the
volume is of profound respect for reli-
tioa. especially the Christian religion,

ar.d cf reverence for Jesus Christ, its
founder.

book because it is htterodox, but the
oSciai bead of the author ha* been
threatened witn decapitation by the
orthodox ax of a resolution requesting
the professor to resign from hie posi-

tion of instructor in the University of
Chicago. The incident occurred at the
weekly conference of the Baptist cler-
gymen of Chicago. That brings the
jcril pretty close home to the profes-
sor, but what brings it closer and to
him perhaps more bitterly, or per-
chance amusingly home, is that the un-

little tale, it is true, but nevertheless
iurr.ishins a little bit ot interesting
gossip about the book just as it
emerges new born from the press. Tte
tttcnipt has not been m^de to kill the

but when it conies to tte third classi-
•T.-.tation. the deiinitica ot wfcat Chris-

i.anity really is
—

the true essence of
ibis form of religion

—
tee •finality" of

Yttfcb tie book «.alis upoa t»i« eniignt-
« u*-d people of the modern world to

consider and decide, why, tuen we are
up against a live-hundred page propo-
sition. This point, if tfc* volume makes
tae stir ot interest in tne philosophical
fc.-.J religious world that is expected of
v, win txr tiie bone over whicn the su-
;eriiaturalism of dogma, the practical
tcitiice of naturalism, the warra, poetic
tiiitfa of mysticism, will contend. Chris-
tianity, &s this professor of the philos-
ophy of religion believes in it

—
Christ

t«s thi* critic conceives him to be, ar<»
not the faith and tne person which
orthodoxy for liw years has taught men
to trust in.

And thereby hangs a tale. A very

,"TULS CAPTION FRANKLY AC-
CENTUATIIS THE ISSLE

"
is the way

Geoqpß fa. Foster, professor of the phil-
osophy of religion ai the University of
Ciiicaso. explains the selection of the
title, "rhe i'liiiilityot the Christian
Ktiision.'1 carefully given by him to
nU elaborately studious new book of
scientific criticism of Christianity
trom tiie viewpoint of a rao<itrn scboiar.
ttutl is. a. clear -cut statement of the re-
lation ot the to the matter of his
bin vclunn% and tne next thing to make
clear is xvfcat he exactly means by the
use of ihe word "finality"in this cou-
fctection. He uses it sometliing in the
kcsumb of ••absolute," but, tiot being
completely 6^.tisned with teat word for
tsis purpose, he chooses rfinsJJty.7 not
to much £.s akin to the Latin "Aiiis

'

4i* to the Greek "teios," L *r., unai not
i-s last, but as the perfect, tae ccisua-

iiiaie. or, last, because perfect. "Will his-
torical science sustain our traditional as-
surances iiint caristianiiy is not ONE
religion atneng masy. but, as Harnack
nuiißtatssJ THE r«::g;^n, ultimate ana in-

comparable?"
Ail •«, easy as to explanations so far.
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First Bland "\u25a0 gives us an outline of
the, early adventurous career^ In which
Jack London ? stored \his;mind with the
Incidents thatvraakej bis realistic de-
scriptions come to his .pen— his
training on: the. San^ Francisco Bay as
a pirate chaser, as a sailor on the ocean
north Ipf Japan, as an investigator |of
tramp^llfe by-actual: experience of ac-
companying the

"
brake-beam riders, as

a stoker on an ocean liner, aa a seeker
ofrBold in the Klondike,- as • the victim
of an unjust jallment.-and generally, as
a thorough tester, of the rough and

The February number of the Crafts-
man

- bas a study of Jack London by
Henry Meade Bland of San Jose. It
views that picturesque character and
writer In his

-
three roles of "traveler,

novelist and social reformer," and has
the advantage of,being done by a man
who.can get at the individualityof his
subject :from the -"viewpoint of a per-
sonal friend." It is an interesting*es-
timate -\u25a0 of this • vigorous California
writer who :has done some strikingly
good work;»t story-telling which Is
probably but ,a promise of still finer
work to come. ; •

BRIEF GLIMPSES INTO
THE REALM OF LETTERS

••• • •
For much of this money, un-

der all sound ethical standards, must be
considered as stolen money. ,And do our
churches and colleges need to be told that
the partaker is as bad as the thief?"
Inhis chapter on "Religion and Democ-

racy" he explains that the reason why it
Is reasonable to dread a union of the

church and state. ;Itis that there Is no
ecclesiasticism on earth to-day that is
not a mere fragment—a sect. ,"And it
Is evident that the state can have noth-
ing to do with these contending sects.'
They make for division rather than
unity; the state cannot recognize any!of
these." "What might be true If the
church were one Icannot tell."
• (McClure, Phillips & Co.. New York;

It is a collection of papers upon such
subjects as "The Church and the Na-
tion," "Religion and Democracy." "The
Ethics of Luxurious Expenditure,"
"Standard .OIL and Foreign Missions,"
and, as everybody might have expected,
•Tainted Mqj*ey." The term "tainted
money" is. one which makes you think of
"Washington Gladden right away, and it

Is not improbable that an exposition of

the Congregational minister's views on
that subject is the motive of the work-
Itwill be remembered that he was the
maintainer of the minority view In the
Congregational church on the subject of
tainted money, he holding that such
money should not be accepted by the
church, and the Prudential Committee
of the American Board of Foreign Mis-
sions, which is a Congregational mission.
overruled his protest, as they thought it
right to accept any money from a man
that was legally his^wlthout Inquiring
into the ethics of how*he got lt-

That subject was pretty well threshed
over last fall in the daily papers and the
magazines, and opinion was strongly di-
vided. A good brief statement of Glad-
dens side of the question may be had
from these words In his new^book: "Is it
not plain that an institution which ac-
cepts subsidies from|notoriously Iniqui-

tous sources, by this act virtually re-
signs the privilege of bearing testimony

against such iniquities? "When we enter
into partnership, with extortionists and
corruptionists in the business of educa-
tion, we must in common decency refrain

'from turainx round and abusing our part-
ners.

The title of "Washington Gladdens new
book, "The New Idolatry," means, as
might be easily guessed, the worship of
money:
Mammon, the Ua*t erected spirit that fell

Iron heaven. .
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