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'wpo' can get Into it is looked on as a top-

there. ;

There is just a touch of romance and
tender human interest in-the story of its
organization,

Among the inmates of the Masonic
Home there |s an aged veterap of the
Civil War, a Mr, King:
glclan, and in the quiet and the ease of
the home he longged for something to do
the lines of his busier artist life.
He interested himself in the orphaned
boys that were also the éare of the home,
and found among them many with the
musical gift. These he gathered together
and trained as best he conld. He found
a sympathiger and fellow-enthusiast in
M. Siminoff, ene of the benefactors
of the home, who had-given it the hand-
some temple, and Mr. Siminoff made it
possible for the little boys with musicai
talent be formed into a band by his
gift of the set of fine instruments it uses
and the natty little uniforms that set it
off and make it a point of interest at the
big Masonic gatherings.

He is an old mu-*

They have made l'plendld progress mu-"’
tHelf dged valunfesr TANICUC="

tor, and although they have a patd in-
ltructor once a week from the city now,
they still continue under his dally guid-
ance,

They play on Sunddys at the home for
the pleasure of the inmates and for visit-
ors. They play on all the holidays and
at the funerals. They play at the recep-
tions of important vistting Masons. They
play at outside entertalnments occasion-
aily, and have toured as far as Stockton
and San Jose, as well as in the immediate
vicinity of the home, and they have
toured and played to good purpose, too,
for they have a fund of their own earn-
ing of between $1500 and $1600 In the trea-
sury, that is reserved entirely for the use
and needs of the band.

The band of the Home for the Feeble-
minded is not really a little boys’ band
excent in so far as the members of It
always remain children.

Ag Dr. Dawson, the medical superin-
tendent, says: “No matter what their age
may be they still experience the joys and

including both standard classic and up-
anm &

“Our band boys are aelected tmm the
brightest and most capable of the in-
mates who show & talent for music and
range in age from 1S to 33 years. To
a member of the band and wear ¢t
natty uniform of a bandsman Is consid=
ered by the boys to be the goal of sthei

ambition. They exert a strong moral |
fluence, which is felt throughout the |
stitution. In faet, the members of
band set the highest standard for indi-
vidual conduct and are leaders among
their companions. ’

“The band usually accompanfes the
boys on their annual outings. Last year

164 boys and band visited Napa City to

attend Barnum & Bailey’s circus and on
one occasion the band took part in the
Fourth of July celebratic at Sonoma.
A daily practice takes place in the as-
sembly hall of the home from 10:30 to
11:30 a. m._ A congert is given to the

public every Saturday from 2:30 to 3:30
p. m. The band takes part in the varic ous
entertainments given during the year fo
the amusement of the children . and at

The sixteen little boys in their silver
gray gold-braided uniforms, with their
Jaunty little pillbox cags, each with its
gold pompon, make a . gala showing
with their 10-year-old drnm major at thelr
head, almost extinguished under his bear-

gorrows of childhood.

“With few exceptions.” says Dr. Daw-
son, *“they. all have an innate love for
the sound of music. Some are capable
of being taught to read and play by note
on string or brass instruments. Qur brass

times furnishes the music for the soclal
hops glven for the offlcers and empl
of the home. It has been a part of the
school-department of the home since the
work was founded. It has been and is

ves
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skin head covering, ug Imposing &S am band under-the leadership of an instrue- ?OW m;:e’;?"a:‘:c:t ’ﬁ‘:"fr d‘“__;:n ‘n; -
' 3 orce .

officer of the Queen's guard, tor' has a repertoirs of about 100 pleces, force I aded children not -aniy. in the
but in 41-, the schoeols

Californfa Home,
for reeble-minded throughout the civilized

' world.’
Perhaps the most picturesque of all
the little boy bands is the junior

band of the Columbia Park Boys' Club,
and it surely is the band that gets the
most varied enjoyment out of its mu-
sical accomplishments.

The Columbla Park Boys' Club is es-
sentially a musical club Whatever
else the boys excel in, individually or
in groups, they are al 11 musical, they all

sing as sweetly and spontaneously as
birds, and most of them can play some
instrument. Mr. Sidney Peixotto, the

¢lub, like Frank

head worker of the
Damrosch, the organizer of the people’s

' 7 A chorus of New York, believes that

Al q !y A I!z every one can sing :r he is but en-
couraged to, and he has pretty satis-

factorily demonstrate d his theory In

the boys’ club. He has a famous club

by the charming
given, not only
but in dozens of
Los Angeles, and

chorus that Is known
entertainments it has
here in San Francisco,
towns from Seattle to

Was R Ve modest little band of he has formed it not by pic king and
. boys, about a dosen #n number, with ¢éhoosing among the (nlumb.a Park
expensive instruments and no uni boys to see which has a “vol ice” and
forms, but now it Ras grown into one of which has not. He works upon the
o smartest, best equipped and most theory that every boy has a “voice™ and
established of the , Mttie boy can sing with it if he has the chance—
hant bands. Thanks to the giff of aged $ and the training, which in Mr. Peix-
Abrahan \nspacher, the “old man ptto’s plan is chiefly the example.
: enevolent” of the institution, it has a He started in some four or five years
K ind | 1ta own of 310,000, the income ago by organizing a military band for
of which goes to supply its needs It the club's military department, which
€ twenty-five members as well had already a most inspiring drum and
heyvs K R irum and bugle corns of twelve bugle corps. That band still exists and
K six Lugics; it has as fine a {s the club’s senior band, and another
f bt and reed Ilnstruments fas following in its footsteps gives opportu-
1 d of big boys or little conld nity to the younger boys growing up In
wish for, a set of Instruments worth the club. That is the club’s little boy
of ¢ r $2000; 1t he Professor 1. von der band, and ranges In ages from ten years
¢ Mehden as its very own ingtructor now .
, g / /v A ’ ent and it uniformed like a company of er. Peixotto argues that no music is
3 : little Beau Brummels too good nor too popular for his boys
Whe t turns out in its full strength,
ts ttle ty rs and tunics and
' ! ked wps of ) man's gray, playing
. v ttle hoy zest and an almost pro-
.1 fessional nison and precision on lis
ot 1 e struments, 1t is a band that makes
. v you head to look and stop
" way 1o listen, and that moves
Isn't tt fine! Who would nave ex-
¢ pected 1t fr 1 such little fellows?'
ere's ab in the band over 14
2 ) ¢ re 1 Vears i, and from the drum major up
S hey range §, 9, 10, 11 and 12
- | wor of the donor of their fund
o they are called the Anspacher band
. w, and such a distinetion s 1t to be-
t! long to it that there is a waiting list
» : Vire out at the asylum a column long. two or
a1 the three ambitious recrults for every in-
) worll Strument walting for one of the older
o 1wky bandsmen to drop out, to rveach
- e il : Is fourteenth birthday, when he has
. - §O0G angv to go away—and make way for some
- . hitting upon one slse.
v (8 i
velve v
e 4
. know
W W s ~
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2 to play, and the result is that any time
. you go to one of the Columbia Park
- band concerts, or musical or vaudeville
24 . entertainments, you are likely to hear
e the anything from Wagner and Verdl to
ragtime, and hear it well played, too.
and At the most recent concert the Dboys
: gave there was the overture from the
e *“Barber of Seville,” Sousa's’ *“ihun-
derer” march and the final aris from
“Lucia di Lammermeoor’”™ on the - pro-
¢ gramme, which also included selections
e from Wagner and Tobant, Verdi Asher,
. Peters and Whitney.
4 The most original departurs of the
" . Columbia band is its summer. walking
sure tours, when it goes out for a 400 eor
: : : 500 mile walk, giving concerts, vaude-
» K is X ville and minstrel performances by the
way, and having such a vacation of
tdoor 1lif ight
are ihos The boys play for all the celcbratlo_ns iiunti:m:\?:radso ;0; u:,:!;“_:;!::
w sila s and . vities at the asylum for vis- . dreams of.
A s tors, and for charity at various concerts, - or ol - e
g ; for the cheering of the old folk at the ha[,!‘“d“j??v.i g o =2
. p ¢ Hebrew Old People's Home. In the asy- Angeles. The baggage and
‘ ! lum their influence, and that of the chol’ gpd bereft, he set about getting Instru- went along In two wagons
' o rty volces, is very distinetly felt. ments for the orphaned boys and form- themselves were divided up i
y y i e boys “Ours is a musical house,” Superin- ing them into a band. Through friendly squads, one of coaks, another of waiters,
. ge tendent wser explains, as the sound of contributions he gathered together another of dishwashers, of wood gatherers
AR and the aver a childis 0 or Quartet floats to you enough to equip a band of thirty-five 4:2;;_‘:::-'(:' etc. They wore their road unifore
from where the girls are atftending to players and taught them himself and ORI g khaki breeches and leggings and Nat, w
- % = small dining-room duties, or little with the ald of other musically educated 5 D:” oxford gray sweaters with bHright ned
= . < & at their needle practice. hrothers. F 22N bands at neck and wrists and be Thev
: - . v ng at their work, and I Until the past five years the band thus J‘)“_:‘_/J/ gave their entertaimments he town
. . -, el them happier.” organized remained under the direction hails or opera Deouses o 2y town the
. s well whe es 18t across the bay, over im Marin of a brother, but now it has the leader- stopped at and they gave thelr stzeet pa
ges of th s, . e County, there's a famous little boy band ship of a paid instructor and is as thor- rade before the emtertaimment, 'he doys
5 E perhaps you have seen and heard oughly organized as a Sousa combina- marching, and every doy '-'-m'm; an in-
at is pride e or :-l ! of the en:erm\n‘mvx:(s ion. strument. and they suire ¥ 30 much
s \ & ‘wioa s e y:'v .v‘. 'va'-,!rrvs‘s of some Roman Each instrument of the band has one enthustasm dr;x‘\l Pl '\Mt) ia\“h 3 .-:1 \ st~
. ars ago by Heury ] "L o8 ”: 3 or more understudies, who receive daily xk x::o:n;l "—- 3 mn: :ufs :a[.) \e*'.‘
s < % Kow s abad < _ 3 for the summer ¢ 3at MROWR ted
- was then and 1a How the \og” 104 These arEMUONS. SOUIRE RO " SORML o et B e ot e It Raree Nt AL SR to B, of which W0 was clear prod:
v g T2 > b - A 3 n . so tt ther Zenophon, the present superin N . -
. ntender £ the asylum, and It polled In its membership, who will tell first band leaves the school (14 years iz tendent of SBt. Vincent's, is taking that as that went to the paying of thelr ewa va-
" 8 Tecogs f the edu nal  vou privately, If you can get thelr confl- the age limit for boys to remain in the his model, and hopes to make his brass s g - g Sl Roren, e,
: « eltor ve value dence that they could “make that League institution) his understudy immediately band equally famous on this coast. of a camp of seventy- ive of the clud
at 3 : - a a4 ss Band look like 30 cents if—"" takes his place. 1n this way the efficlency A finer lot of small musiclans or greater boys at Carmel-by-the-Sea in a Doys' re-
= . e t y always happens around in- of the band is constantly kept up to its enthusia it would dbe hard to find than publie. RS b 2
rtunely at “if” and you never find high standard and the ragged edges that the little boy dband of the Masonic Home That is doing pretty well for a lNttle
out how they could do it. You only the admission of a new player ordinarily at Decoto. in Alameda County. boyy band, Ba't T -
3 X si learn that thev could. makes are successfully avoided. There are sixXteen of them in actual With all these -1‘,,\;.-@:‘";_1-- g
W s | St Vincent's band was formed twelve St. Vinecent's Band has given many en- membership, bat they play with the vim zations Rt ‘!s easy o seo th:
«.~-.. nding l':;- years nuu.\ when .-\:'\'h:»lshvp lmordau tertainments for the school and thelr of ferty strong, and they have half a i o —— m ‘:‘;:‘l' ;_’“’““:‘"" :“ wos S-Sy
) orm & band placed St Vincent's Orphan Asylum un- friends, but has not made any money by dosen recruits ready ke the place of GLW - - R o s U SR . PO
fMicu ASK as it migh der the management of the Christlan the entertaingrents and has no fund. It any player and playmu:; lnstrn;eht in )w‘:’}%goyj. s ORMYD ANt and S .f’ - ‘\t‘ . :’“ ” m:-
Jews b & an emotional ar Brothers, with Brother Michael as super- has thirty actual members now, averag- the band. to stay. and t vy ..‘A ‘"‘"\"“5 Ly
musical people and the tte intendent. Brother Michael, taking stock ing in age about 13 years, and they are The little band has been organized less v Budgeca of ‘ Mgk ok £T- Uiy, SO g =
DS Were pout him ready for of his charges, found a good many of the all youngsters with actual musical tal- than five years, but it has a spirit and .3 . 3 heart to say
% call that would awaken the latent boys with a ‘.af;—’;'( for :;usls. anddknow- ent, some of them capable of very good enthusiasm that traditions of a century 1 pever -:' a kildie daxd,
alen ing. as most efficient ucators de, the solo work { 1 scver Doge to see ol
\t ity beglnmivg the P. H. O. A. band comfort and valve of music to the lonely  The New York Catholic Protectory band 2’?’&‘;"9?&1“3..@' Mmol.t:mm:n;o:; e rotiee SEE Thon HEAD
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