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is famous among little.boy* *bands,^ and.
Brother Zenophon. .the ,present :superln- ,

11etuiontof St.1 Vincent's, is taking that as -
his:;model; and hopes '- toimake

'
hi*tbra*a ;

band ;equally :famous jon this .coast. '\u0084-.'\u25a0\u25a0
,% A finer lot of small musicians or. greater ,
enthusiast Itwould jbe hard to find than
the;UttleTboy jband ofithe

'
Masonic:Home

at Decoto. in Alameda County. . >
;There

'
are sixteen iot

"th,em in5actual
membership, tb«t» they•)play r.with"the vim
ofc fcrty' stnjngv

-
and r,theyjhave |half;a

doaen"1 recruits ready to take,, the.place "of- any;:player ;and' play any instrument in
the band.

\u25a0<.
'Vl£§liS3s9BHtfßß

:The little band hai been ;organized less
than • five;years, but

"
it-hasla:spirit :"and

enthusiasm.that ;traditions fof|aicentury,
could.not make heartier. ;It'is \the honor.;
club of the Masonic .Home,1;and. any boy--

\u25a0

- -
• . .......... -j.-

The boys play for all the celebrations
a«:d festivities at the asylum for vis-
itors, and for charity at various concerts,
for the cheering of the old folk at, the
Hebrew Old People's. Home. In the asy-

lum their influence, and that of the choir
of forty voices. Is very distinctly felt.

"Ours Is a musical house." Superin-

tendent Mauser explains, as the sound ot
a childish trio or Quartet floats to you

from where the girls are attending to
their small dining-room duties, or little
ones are sitting at their needle practice.
"The children sins at their work. and. I
think it makes them happier."

Just across the bay. over In Marlti

and bereft, he set about \u25a0 getting Instru-
ments for.the orphaned

'
boys J and form-

ing them Intoa band.. Through friendly
contributions <\u25a0; h© gathered : together
enough to;equip a' band of i thirty-five
players and taught them- himself :and
with the aid of other musically educated
brothers.

Until the past five years. the band. thus
organised remained .under the direction
of•a brother, but now It has the leader-

County, there's a famous llttl©boy band
that perhaps you have seen and heard
at one or another ot the entertainments
given in the interests of some Roman
Cathollo charity.

It !s the St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum
bard, and these ambitious youths .en-
rolled in It*membership, who will tell
you ptlvately. it you can g«t. their confi-
dence, that they could "make that League
of the Cross Uand look like SO cents If—"

Somebody always happens .around in-
opportunely at "if." and you never find
out how they could do it. You only
learn that they could.

St, Vincent's band was •formed twelve
years agts when Archbishop Riardan
placed St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum un-
der the management of the ;Christian
Brothers, with Brother Michael as super-
intendent. Brother Michael, taking stock
of hl» charges, found a good many of the
boys with a talent for music, and know-
inc. as most efficient

~
educators do, the

comfort and value ot music to the lonely

ship of a paid Instructor and is as thor-
oughly orgtinized as a Sousa combina-
tion. : ;';•;\u25a0-:' \u25a0\u25a0'C.-.. :\u25a0,-:"\u25a0. \u25a0;\u25a0/\u25a0:\u25a0

Hach instrument of the band has ;ona
or more understudies, ;who receive dally
instruction and who afterward \u25a0'. play In
concert^; so that^when :a 'member of the
firsts band leaves "the school; (14 year* is
the age limit for,boys "\u25a0\u25a0 to."remain Xn-the
institution) his. understudy- immediately
takes his place. In this way the.efflclency
of;the band is constantly kept ,up

*
to )its'

high standard and the ;ragged edges |that
the admission "of a' new -player; ordinarily
makes are successfully/ avoided.*

'\u25a0
"

St. A'lneenfs Band has sgiven many en-
tertalnments for;;the% school and . their
friends, =but has not madu any money by
the entertainments and' has no::fund.': It
has thirty actual members !now, averaK^
Ing In ag« about =12 '- years. 1and iare
all:youngsters :with actual % musical tal-
ent, some 'of them :capable of .very good
solo work. v .

The New York Catholic Protectory band

to play, and the result is that;any.t!m«
you go to one of tho Columbia- Paris
band concerts, or musical or vaudeville
entertainments, you are likelyto bear
anything •from Wagner, and Verdi to
ragtime, and hear .it well played, too.
At the most recent concert the boy*

\u25a0 gave there was the overture from th«
"Barber of Seville," Sousa's' **ihun-'
derer" march and the flnar aria from

• "liocla di -Lammermoor^'; .on tho
gramme, which also Included selections
from Wagner and Tobad, Verdi..Asher.
Peters and Whitney.

Tha most original departar* of tlt«
Columbia band Is its summer. walking
tours, when it goes out for a 400 or
tOO mile walk, giving concerts, vaude-
ville' and minstrel performances ;by \u25a0 t2t»
way, and having such a vacation oZ
jollity and outdoor life and sigh&se«mx

as the average boy -oaly »vagx:ely
dreams of."

Last year, for example, the little boys*
band of forty-two.took a walk. ;o i.o*
Angeles. The cassage ar.«l -,c«c«s3artes
went along ia two »aw^, Ttt« boys
themselves were divide*! «i> teto wo?asla.c
squads, one of cooics, anotlsep of waiters
another ofdlshwas&eou ot woo*isa»fe*r«r*»
etc. They ircr* ttwir r?ad uniform «t
khaki breeches aad l«sstes» and hat. wltt
oxford gray »-wreat«r-* with brishs c«»*
bands at oeck aaJ wrtsfc* aaOt bele. Th«y
gay« their *nt«rtatana«at» u» ti»e t,owr»

halls or epeca tK>use* 0? fex^fy towi> t!j*y
stopped at aa«l tb«y say« th^ir street pa-
rade before «h* iatestainaajeas,. tiie boy«
marcMsar. aad ex«ry boy- ptotytas aa ta-
strvcteat. aa^S they attyre«i ap* \u25a0*<> siu«:>i
eatbusiassa aovl playea to,»ttcb i;.\*Xbv»t~
xxes* alec? tfcd Hae ot to«» ti*as t!i«lr
rtceipis for tb# sunuaer oattss *a»ouat«\l
to SSCOL.'oX-whtclk $U» was clear pjodt
that went to the pay lax ©* tSteiy owa vt*-

cation expeaa^a aaa t-> th* mAtatatatasr
ot a caaa? ox %ev«aty-«axe oS th«, c;-.ii»
boys at Carsael-by-th.e-Sea ta a boys* re-
public

That I* doias pr«cty w«U fo» a little
boys* band. fcs«"t UT
. t With aU these ftouri^hiss: y<J«a.T orsaci-

zation3 it is easy to st** that ti»©
-

Uttl<»
boy band Is a. r*at f^etor to boy-
Uf*. that U* existence ta a pleasure to
Itself and it3frJeaJ^. tha\ ft has wa«
to stay. and that only tbe v«rte*t cur-
nrodseMx ot a caiJs^aJ crtls «o«ta Ca4 it
tn his heart to say:

; X n»v«r saw a, kiidie *a»i,
'- \u25a0|1acvsr User* w -«?* oce:

But Icaa t»H ywu aay.how.- I*4ra—er S££ t^^^ HJTAK m*t. »

Ha was U* first musical director, its
first trader, as well as Us founder, and
he says that nnding enough boys und«r
his charge to form a band was not such
a difficult task a» it might ar£>ear. for
the Jews being an emotional people ar«
fe'lso a musical people, and the little
musician* were all him ready for
the call that would awaken the latent
taleaWHMMsl

At it* t**im;irs th« P. H. O. A. band

Tbecc «.r«> boys* bands, to be sure,

but- they are bis boys' bands and the

»>.::t'.tiiu:'.> good work they do is to be
expecttd <st thtm.

The rral little beys' bands are those
cf the iK li. O. A., which stands for
i'iicinc Hebi"ew Orphan .Asylum, of the

Ma&onlc Home, of St. Vincent's Orphan
Asylum and the Junior Hand of the Co-
lumbia I'ark Boys' Club.

These are the really, truly little boys'
bands, for the players in them range

flora T to 14 year* la age. and the aver-
age is from 10 to l- years.

Th«' oldest little boys' band is, in
point vt priority ot organisation, that
v. th» J'iiclne Hebrew Asylum, and it
t» the youngest as well when it comes
to the ages of the players, for there are
little chaps In it no longer than the
trombone that is their pride.

The I*. 11. O. A. baud was organised

fourteen or flftet-n years ago by Henry
Maoist-], who was then and Is now the
superintendent of tho asylum, and it
was his recognition of the educational
ami formative and ameliorative* value
of muelc that prompted him to add the

trsiuins of a band to his many other
dutlos.

And the result is the organization and
training of little boy bands in the most
progress!** clubs, rchwols and institu-

tions wture boy* are herded for their
own and the ceiurnl good.

The wisdom of the undertaking is manl-

Irsi in tli* really delightful performances

of the little boys' brass ban-Is, and is

fuithtr tvtatat in th* long line of recruits,

from six to twelve ,\«nrs old. who prac-
tice in secret and live, on the hope of

•cime day getting h:to the band of their
especial club or school or home.

In tne avtragf boy mmd—by what pro-

cess of reasoning only a boy may know—
»ome svn of Ignominy attaches to piano

frhivii:*. violin bowing and the twanging

of the U£ht jjuitar. However much he
xnay like the music— and like it he dots in
hi* inmost soul—he'll tay of the musician,

if he* a boy musician. "Aw, he's a
sUs-yl" And. of course, that settles It.
Thrre is no deeper depth of degradation

In the boy world. .*-
ttut give that fame boy a brats horn

to blow, a drum to beat or a bugle to

tuoiK. and it's all right. That is. indeed,

iral t-oy's w»^k:
llcne* tht popularity with boys of the

little boys* brass bands, and therefore the
excellence of the bands.

There are boys" bands in plenty, and

thai ibf the League of the Cross. Carets is

of course the flower of them all. th«
model and the envy, but that is not in-
cluded in the catalogue »j)f little boys'

taucs. >ior i$ tfce senior band of the
Columola Park tioys' Olub. which has a
rtputatlon all up and down the coast.

T If,no; Oh, dear no: It

w^ir.r"? inn i at all ti>o cate

ttJt"**^X any more. It isn't true

"V &\ «X
"f theao PWn* times

7 jfILA wB "f "r°ffrera that-
RV \u25a0\u25a0N'"" the eUphant

CpA r walks around.
B/* m And the band begins

M /tt The little boy under

m^ / a tJie monkeys' cag«*

A $ WnA better keep out of
\u25a0>^w jff the way."

-% Quite the contrary,

y/\^/\fX\ The llttlo boy Is no

under th« monkeys' cage, a Burreptltlouk

on-looker.
He Is hlmsrlf th* cynosure, giving sec-

ond plaia to the once lordly elephant;

•nd "when the band begin* to play" he
is, to !*>rrow his own words 'Tight in if
—not an cnvluui, admiring (straggler In

the band's wake, but the very band It-
to*If.
If you doubt it Just keep your eyes—

end your e»r*--opetJ on the occasion of
oime big tflebration and be prepared to
Vt surprised by the number 'of little boy

band* that take jmrt in it. and klso by

the excellence of the part they lake.
Some c«od angel of emull bcyn In the

course of toclulojilcul Inquiry dlscovtred
lhat rnuHic i» in impoVtapt factor In the

education and regeneration of the world}
•nd nartlcularly of tho rampant, lrrepres-
»,lMe boy -world. The t.ame good angel

showed furth«r.- wisdom in hitting upon
the rlfhikind of mueic for boys, afur
havinjr. perhajjai diicoyerefl th« futilityof
tylns the ovdlnary boy t<> a piano stool to
practlct ttcults. or !<HklnK him in a room
so many bcuis a week with-a violin or
mandolin.

'

was a very modest llttlo band .of lit-
tlo boys, about a doae'n Ui number, with
lnexptinslva instruments and no uni-
forms, but now it nns grown Into one of
tho sntarteat, best equipped and most
Hrmly establlahcsl of tno , little boy •

bands. Thanks to the gift, of aged
Abraham Anspachcr, the "old man
l»fnevolent" of th«» Institution, It has a
fund all iin own of $10,000, the income
of which ffoes to supply its noeds. ltv.
musters twcnty-iivc members, as well
ns iidrum and bugle corps of twelve
drum" iiml six bUgie*; It has as tine a
ftct of brass and reed instrument* fas
any Imnd of big boys or Itttla could
wißh for, a set of Instrument.* worth
over $2000; it hao Professor U yon der
Mehden as its very own Instructor now,
und it is uniformed like a company of
little Bf-au Urumrntls. .

When It turns out In its full strength,
in its trim little trousers and tunics and
pea^d cnp« of postman* Kray, playing j
with little boy zest nnd an almost pro-
fes&lonnl unlsan and precision on.lts*.
fine instruments, it is a band that inako.4
you turn your head to look and stop
on your way to listen, and that moves
you to say:

"Isn't thm fine: Who would nave ex-
pected it from such little follow*?"

Thtre'6 not a boy In the bund over 14
years old. and from the drum major up
they runge S, 9, 10, 11 and 12. •

In honor of tho donor of their fund
they are called the Anspai-her band
now, and such & distinction is it to be-
long to it that' thero is a waiting list
out at the asylum a column long,, two or
three ambitious recruits' for every -in-;"

'

strument watting for' ono of the'older
lucky bandsmen to drop, out, to reach
bis fourteenth birthday, when 'he'- has' -'
to go away

—
and make way for some

un« «lse.

who can get Into Itis looked on as atop-
12.tioff*fifff**T<y"<'^T~T |̂y ftTt orJTn7r*B"li'ii*'fiftyy1i'ii* 'fiftyy
:..V-;th'erei:i,*,':;-r>' •;,'-\u25a0'; '•..\u25a0:\u25a0/ \-v.i

J.'.".
1..- %') .'/-.

;;s^There;lsjJust;a touch. of;romance; and*..
?«;tender7humari* interest; ihVthe^story-.of its I
,V.organization; >;'r v- * '\u25a0 .-v -' ' .'•:<'iX-
;Among,- thei lnmates oil, the. Masonic

\u25a0; Home > thero". Is an aged iveteran of \u25a0 the
<Civil.War,;a Mr.,Klng.;He is an oldmu-%eiclan, and in the quiet and the ease of,
Btheihoma"; tie]longed for:something to;do

'

;along,the lines, of \u25a0 his busier artist life;
;;He>interested/, himself ;ink the .,orphaned .
!V boys that .were .also the cafe of the home, t
:; and' found 'among" them 4many .with!\u25a0\u25a0 the ?
f-musical glft.^These ihfr'gathered^ together."
;;,anditraln«d as'best'he coiild.; He found

•
/,aVBympathl?er}and .fellow-enthuaia»t; in;-
:M.V;Slminoff.V one ;,of .'the ••benefactors \u0084

>\u25a0 of•th*home, who
-
had.given,<.it', the:hand-

--
some •'temple, ;and Mr! Simlnoff;made it
possible for)the"Jlttle'tboy* '\u25a0. with;musical .
talent jt<».be; formed fInto a •band )by;his
gift"of,the 'set of fine'\u25a0\u25a0' Instruments

"
It uses '•.

\u25a0;,and "the >natty 'little.;uniforms lthat [set It
Coff;and;make it a;point of Interest at the E
/ big Masonic gatherings. \u25a0' • '• * "

% The ;slxteen,;llttlevboys "in" their silver.,
.gray v gold-braided uniforms, '.with''\u25a0 their
:';Jaunty ;little;pillbox -ca^s,; each with its j
v,gold /pompon,^make ;:a >gala
'":\u25a0 with their 10-year-old "dfvim major at theirs

> head," almost extinguished under his bear- j
.""sklh' head- covering,' Tiß-tlmposlng.-tw -an*

omew ottbVQween1* guard. .

'
.'.They have made splendid progress mu-*

"arraUy~rinrt>'fTff>Tf•yg&yv«'flffliT3gi''Ti!&irttgA:j
tor, and* although they

'
have a paid in-

structor once a.week from the city now,
;they-stlll continue \u25a0.under his. daily., quid- .
ance^, '\u25a0"

'
\u25a0 . •' ; /

:They playll-on Sundays- at the home for
the pleasure' of the lnmates;and for visit-
ors. They, play; on:all the" holidays and'
at \u25a0 the"funerals. 'They play:at the recep-
tions of. important visitingMasons. They
play! at- outside .entertainment* ;occasion-
ally, and have .toured as far as Stockton
and San Jose, as well as in the Immediate
\ vicinity,,-of \u25a0 the

-
home. 1."arid

'they '>have
-

toured and rSplayed \u25a0\u25a0 to- good;purpose, too.r
for.they. have a fund of their own earn--
Ing of between- Jl5OO and $1600. In,the trea-
sury,'that Is reserved entirely for the use
and needs of-the,, band. „„._*,;\u25a0 .... \u0084

The.band of the Home for.the Feeble- .
mlndedils not really a.little boys' band
except;; lo'so! far:as ..the; members of it
always:remain 1children.

'
\u25a0 As \Dr.!\Dawson, \u25a0 the

'
medical guperln-

tendent, says: "No matter what their age
may be they .still experience the Joys and
'Sorrows of childhood. \u25a0 . '-A'

'."

"With
-
few exceptions." say* Dr. Daw-

son, .."they, all have an ,innate love for
the sound of music. Some are capable

"of being taught' to'read'andplay.by note'.-
onstring or brass instruments. Our brass

I'band'urrder'the^leadership of an lnstrue- \u25a0'\u25a0

tor has a repertoire of about .100 pieces.

Including-both standard . classic and ttp-

~tff-:"rtiirtftr
*'ftrnPf!

*|T'trtr''< -
\u25a0 ,'~ ,'.

"Our band boys are selected from, the
brightest and most capable of the In-
jnates who)show, &*talent for^mxislc and
range in age. from IS to 53 years; To be,

a member of .the band, and wear th»^
natty uniform of a bandsman is consrd^
ered by the" boys 'to be the goal of»their
ambition.- They exert a strong moral in-
fluence, .which is felt throughout the in-
stitution. In fact, the members of the
band set the highest standard for indi-
vidual conduct and are leaders

*among
their,companions. ,-

"The
- band usually accompanies^ the

boys on their annual outings. Last year

164 boys and band visited Xapa^Clty to
attend Barnum & Bailey's circus and on
one occasion the band took part in the
Fourth of July: celebration at Sonoma.
A daily practice takes place in the as-
sembly hall of the home from 10:30 to

11-30 a. m.\ A concert is given to the
public every Saturday from 2:30 to 3:30

p. m. The band takes part in the various
entertainments given during the year for

the amusement of the children vand at

times furnishes the music for .the social
hops given 'for the officers and employes

of the home. It*has been a part of the
school-department ef the home. since the
work was founded. It has been and is

.nosKmore than .ever, recognized a3 a vital
force In the education and training of

feeble-minded children not only, in the
California -Home, out ln all', t 8̂' schools
for feeble-minded throughout the civilized
world." ;T\ \

\u25a0 Perhaps the. most .picturesque of all

the little boy band» Is .the. Junior
band of the Columbia Park Boys* Club,

and It surely is. the band that gets the

most varied enjoyment out of its mu-

sical accomplishments.

The Columbia Park Boys* Club Is es-
sentially a musical club. Whatever
else tho boys excel;in". Individually or

Ingroups, they are all musical, they all

\u25a0Ing as sweetly and spontaneously as

birds
'
and most of them can play some

instrument. Mr. Sidney Pfi*°«o. the

head worker of the club, like Frank
Damroach, the organizer of the people s

chorus of New York, believes that
every one can sing if he is but en-
couraged to. and he. has pretty satis-
factorily demonstrated his theory In
the boys' club. - He has a famous club
chorus that Is known by the charming
entertainments it has given, not only

here InSan Francisco, but in dozens of
towns from Seattle to Los Angeles, and
he has formed it not by picking and
choosing among the Columbia Park
boys to see which has a "voice" and
which has not. He works upon the
theory that every boy has a "vole*"and

can «ing with it if he has the chance-
end the training;, which In Mr. Pelx-
&tto*s plan is chiefly the example.
• He started In some four or five year*

ago by organizing 1 a militaryband for
the club's military department, which
had already a most inspiring drum and
bugle corps. That band still exists and
is the club's senior band, and another
following In its footsteps gives opportu-
nity to the younger boys growing up in

the club. That is the club's little boy
band, and ranges in ages from ten years
up.

Mr. Felxotto argues that no musio Is
too good nor too popular for his boys
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