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streams, into- true craters; of eruption,
spouting th 6liquid fire"\u25a0to a

'helglit of
many feet, with a hissing roar, 'and send-

gathering '/.'force. fand/.'.volume; - then |out
the

;.burning mountain^ a";igigantic
serpent ;of molten \ stone, !all

'
red \ within

•
\u25a0 \u25a0

\u25a0.
\u25a0 \u25a0 ...........

Ing.a fiercely; glowingHbrrent \ in'. the •di-
rection' of the*fated/ railway.. A' day rand
a night Ithalted at, the. base of theI;cone,

and hissing-steam; at;everyjP<we. crept

'forth upon Cits' Twork";of;doom. !Over the
'uneven ground 'lt, felt Its* way,'now mov-

ing >slowly,"now/,darting forward and
\u25a0^shedding *rocky:scales on every Vide/ Baf-
fled

'
at;one spot,;the ,monster .would

'

rear

Its smoking crest, then turn -with a crash
and a lurid glare to seek another path-
fateful, resistless, implacable.
At a certain place between the Hermit-

age and Funicular stations the railway

makes a double turn not unlike a hu;s

letter©. As this lies on sloping ground,
an attack her* would inevitably cut the

lino in three places at a single stroke,

and toward this point the demon made
Its way.

Man hasten to the threatened section.
cut down the poles to save the equip-
ment, cover the roadbed with sand and
•tones -and

'
then stand helplessly aside

while minutes undo the work of months

and houra that of years. Let the Ameri-
can dollar sign represent the railway, the
vertical

'
lines showing the stream of

lava; give to the latter a breadth of a
hundred yards and you have a diagram
of the' disaster and an idea of the de-
struction wrought by the overflowing

scourge!
Not content with this, the enemy was

. seen to dispatch a flanking column to at-

tack our communications farther down
the line, where it arrived on the morn-
Ing of the 7th. and the eruption culmin-
ated in a scene of mingled beauty and ter-
ror. As is usual at such times, all the ele-
ments contributed to the' general effect,
rain, snow, hail and wind alternating

with Intervals of calm and sunshine, the
flery lava ,on Its .way full ten

'feet to the'minute and reeking with brim-
stone,

'
the falling ashes, the of

the crater half hidden In bursting rolls
of smoke— It seemed a return to those old
time conditions

'
when the classic • moun-

tain was wont to spread consternation
through all the surrounding region. But
this was not to be, and. 'having accom-
plished its work of destruction, the lava
ceased for ,the time ite flow In this di-'
rectlon. and the eruption subsided, leav-
ing, to man the ojportunlty and the obli-
gation to make new proof of courage, re-
source, and indomitable perseverance.

A3 far as the Eremo Hotel and Royal
"Observatory the Vcusvian" Railway re-
mains Intact, and, frdmthlj point to the
Funicular station the trip made .on foot
or. In a:sedan chair offers the visitor an

;-exceptional means >of viewing.•• at close
gangs'. the' workings ofthlsmoat lnterest-.ing.' often

'terrible, always faacinatlo*
'volcano.

~

FRANK A. PERRET

(Royal Observatory. Mount Vesuvius).

r "* ESUVIUS has been In

(CV\!^\T T A continuous eruption

jl lliI ™j| since May of last

Jl tw A| y**l^. For some

fl miS 3a roonths previous to

VIVItr\r kQ that date the moun-

jjjg W ip/fj tain had been throw-
"*'l \u % ln% ou* enormous

I m W quantities of red hot

\ # H atones, the greater

1 portion of which,

\ falling back into the
WVI J crater, had formed

S&Qp'OTy^CT wltnln lts walla a llr-
r/?y/C?f£\\ tie cone shaped

mountain, -which finally grew to a height

of many meters above the old summit
level. This cone, having been built up in
*Itu, fitted like the stopper of a bottle,

contracting the volcano's vent to the di-
mensions of its own tiny crater, and as
the dynamic activity increased and great
explosions tore their way upward from

the
'
earth's interior It became evident

•that either the stopper would be blown
Jnto the ulr or the bottle Itself be broken.
On the afternoon of May 27 heavy detona-
tions were heard, increasing fn force as
evening approached, when the great cone
ct the mountain rplitopen on the north-
west side and the long imprisoned lava
burst forth in a cloud of Eteam and de-
\u25a0pccnded the mountain in three splenJld
rivers of fire.. At the foot of the cone two paths were
op^n to the flowing streams, one leading

into a desolate valley between the two

summits and the other toward that part

of the mountain over which a carriage

road and the new electric railway wind
upward to join the ,Funicular cr cabin
lift, to the .summit. The former path Is
ihe more ,direct and, excepting a day In

September when, swerving suddenly, the
lava overflowed a portion of the railway.

It*has until recently ran a harmless coursa
over old lavas or accumulated In great

heaps at the foot of the cone.
*

The beginning of the present year mark*

ed an Increasing activity •_ of the main
crater, within which, -by February 2, the
lava had risen to. a higher leveL This

converted the side openings, which had
been silently pouring:forth the molten
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