
Mrs. Chillicon—Kearney— I-know' it.'
d«ar: but: it iPii't everybody that;has ah
«lbnw like yours.— Chicago Tribune.

Mis*.W>llon—The . trouble : is
"
tha t

moßt women-; are cowards.--: I'm:not
afraid to go out \alone fanywhere: I
always carry somsthlng;' sharp ,up my
sleeve. \u25a0,-.' ... v : \u25a0

' •

EXCEPTIONALLY*;GIFTED.

"A.marvelous man. President Roose-
velt.'- saldan enthusiastic American- to
the Hon. John Morley.i"Ihardly know
how one would describe him." .

"It is dimcult." ;mused -the -distin-
guished statesman. "Perhaps, he might
be ;callod a cross between fit. George
and St. Vltus."—The Pveader.

OUR MARVELOUS PRESIDBXT.

A San Francisco ivoman, having landedher hus-
band in a Nevada prison for bigamy, attempted to
bribe the Reno District Attorney to .let him out
again, l^videntiy the lady wishes to keep him com-
pany.

Paris has discovered in John D.
'
Rockefeller a

living.;breathing example of the \u25a0 inefficacy of hair
resforatives; But long since America discovered in
him.a living,breathing example of the inefficacy of
anti-trust laws, which is even worse.

An Oroville }^oung man is -provided for in his
fathers willifhe mends his ways, which have been
somewhat prodigal. There 'is a fortune a waiting
most any energetic young, man -who will mend his
ways and attend strictly to business.

"Understands her thoroughly, eh?"
"Yes; whenever; she gets, a cold he

calls it -'croup.'."—The Catholic Stand-
ard and 'Tlnies. \u25a0

AX AILMEJIT.OF. YOUTH.
"Dr."Kraft has» so'llttle medical skill |

I,wonder wliyMis* Passay always calls !
him. In.*' ';'.-.
''"Oh! he's got her cinched."

MOSAIC GOLD
—

Subscriber. City
Mosaic gold is not gold at all. It. hasno connection with Moses or the metalgold. ItIs an alloy of copper and zincused In ancient tessellated work.

SANCHO PEDRO— G.. City. In thegame of sancho pedro the count is-High, low, jack. game, sancho pedro
In a game. G. and H. are playing, andeach has three to go. IfG. makes high

'
and pedro and H. makes low. jack andgame. H.. according to the count, wins".

XARCISSUS-MTRTcity. The legend
in connection with the flower callednarcissus is that Narcissus saw hiaImage in a fountain and fell in love
:*lUh lll\, He J8^1'- a"empted to kissthe shadow^but, not being able to doso. killed himself. His blood waschanged into the narcissus flower.

\u25a0^ TO PRESER\^i~FIGS T-SubscriberT-SubscriberCorralitos. CaL The following !»\u25a0»method of preserving flgs- "Takegreen figs, hardly ripe, and soak twohours In lemon juice and water half
*'•

and half, or vinegar and water. *Makfla syrup of a pint'of sugar and half acup of water to each pound of fruit,
boll and skim. Into Itdrop the drainedflgs and simmer till they are tenderSkim them out and If the syrup is notthick boil until It thickens.. Thelast thing add the Juice; of one lemon
to every three pounds of fruit and turnover the. flgs, which have been ken
hoC intoNjars: seal at once."

P .

Emporium. Post st. and Van n2£?- ĴJOrder by Dhoae. Special Jig.- -V

There are few places in Southern Cal-
ifornia where an hour by trolley or
trains-will not bring one to the foot of
a,mountain. This Is why these south-
ern mountains are so tempting- to. one
who has a^ay or two to spend In the
good outdoors.

Nothing so piques the Interest or
eggs on to effort as a mountain trail.
It is forever slipping out of sight, now
around the shoulder /

of some rugged
peak, now down into' a pocket formed
by, trees and: shrubs, and now behind
a pile^of^boulders— toys of the moun-
tain giants' who, weary with play, have
left them

1"
scattered in confusion upon

the mountainside. Lost for a moment,

it appears again across a canyon so
narrow, perhaps, 'that a fallen tree :
makes; a bridged that tempts the yen- :
turesome to "coon" it across, instead ;

of ..walking some ,:hundreds 1 of yards •

around." Farther 'on it cuts a long
straight "gash "on some

'

barren slope <.
and, still farther, winds \u25a0in sinuous 1
curves close to ,the edge ;of a deep
gorge .whose tree-tops He hundreds of
feet :below; and '.yet: again :it

-
beckons '

from' the^, side- of some higher,- farther :
,peak.V ' . \u25a0.- .: .'.'.' \ \

and: ever, and forever, a peak
'

higher vthan*the one whose summit you i
are :nearing or have reachvd stands ji
yonder, 'urging you -to further effort! t

while your strength remains, mocking 1
you if you are weary.—Four-Track [:
News.' !<

ANOTHER CHARM OF CAMFOHMA.

ANSWERS TO QUERIES.

The meat inspection^bill, as agreed upon by the
conferees of both houses, does not require the date
of the preparation of the meat *to be put on the
labels. To the uninitiated this would seem an. un-
fortunate omission. Consumers are certainly en-
titled to know the age of the meat they arc using
and the public health demands it.

Coley Carnegie is to become the next Laird.of
Skibo. The estate Will thus continue' to be held by
steel.

. Tlue press of Great P.ntain has never lost op-. • porturiify, "to-picture the horrors of the "American
• *

graft system" and to hold before the world our
."" political wrongdoings as an example of the utter
• hollowness of tlie American political system and

the unsoundness of our public institutions'. If we'smife on reading the report by Bishop IVjtter of
the unsavory revelations in the Ceylon pearl fish-

• erie?. or revert to the saying that misery loves
•cop.jpany. our brothers across the ocean willsurely. forgive us...

Bi.sho}> [Potter explains that the Ceylon fish-
eries, worth millious of pounds, were turned over

\u25a0to' a trust that ha< the exclusive right to trade
there* ai:d vof course, controls the price of pearls the. world over. • T!'ic Uisliop declares that the conces-
sion -was obtained by as' barefaced tricky ma-
nipulation of the vulgar "pull" as ever dis-
graced ,a Congressional lobby. Itmight have been
worse than a pearl monopoly, but it is onlya step

:*: * between an oyster shell ar.d a can ofembalmed beef
after all.-
v England is nothing if not entirely honest—ac-
cording to our British contemporaries. The labor
situation in,South Africa, the distribution of min-
ing privileges in the Transvaal and the scandals in
the commissary departments of the navy were, as
Dishop Potter-says, cleansed in private andno dirty

linen was flaunted in public. The inference-is that
America niakes public expose of her offenders

•\u25a0against the cause of the people and Great Dritain
does not.

This is an age of exposed graft because we have'

ENGLAND FOLLOWING SUIT.
There Is a general Impression that

actors, at least modern, actors," do not
write good plays, although' William
Gillette Is a striking excfjpVon.'. It is
true that actor-playwrights are 'some-
what prone to sacrifice everything; else
to hlghty theatric effects, and that their
plays are likely to be superficial. "Cou-
sin Loulsa.'V-by -

Frederick *- Pauldlng}
makes no pretensions except to' be
amusing, and that Itcertainly ls^Clev-erly and ;good;naturedly; it.satirizes the
common tendency to sacrifice almost
everything for money; it.has real char-
acters and a succession* of Incidents of
the kind, that player-folk call 'busi-
ness." that are original "and .Joyously
humorous. Not In a long'\u25a0'. time have I
more vthoroughly enjoyed' a Lscerie than
that in which CouslnTLouisa and her
first husband make love to each: other.
Because they Avere tired of belngpoor
they! had separated/ eachVagreeing ;to
make; a rich marriage. The pair vbe-come reconciled and then Immediately
quarrel In the . most

'
hvinian way.—

Everybody's Magazine.

ACTORS AS PLAVAVRIGHrs.

Forgive the
'

word Isaid, "Repentance
cries. .-"\u25a0 ••-» .

Idare not say Idid not mean it,dear.
That is the thorn in mem'ry's. rose.

Ihear ,
;Again the murmur of your sad sur-

prise;
Isee the wounded pain^ln your blue.

]'\u25a0-"\u25a0 eyes'.'-. ; . . . ? .".. v
That brimmed an Instant with an un-

shed tear,
" Then bravely met mine own serene

and clear.
It all comes back— that day when smil-

ing.skies :
- . k .

And whlsp'rlng treetops and the singr
Ing brook

Filled life with tender" melody and
made

Each hour a song. Yet, dearest, do
not grudge ., \u25a0 :

'

One little cuss word, for he. broke
'
my

hook . \u25a0'
- . •

And line and was a If he
welgrhed

An ounce.. You would have said at
least: "Oh fudge:" ~

/-—Collier's.-

FOIIGIVE ONE WORD.

More than one hundred Xew York school teach-
ers are on their way across the continent in a spe-
cial train to visit San Francisco and see it partly in
ruins. Many more, special trains with tourists are
reported as ready to follow and we may soon, wit-
ness, a.great influx of sightseers that will add
largely to our summer transient, population.

Itis well that these tourists are coming. They
willcarry back with them intelligent summaries
of otir condition and be able to correct many mis- I
leading stories such as have been flooding the East.
They willalso be able to make note of the progress
o( the city since the fire and listen to the true story

\u25a0ol its wonderful recuperation. In after years the
visitors willbe in a position to make comparison be-
tween the Old and Xew San Francisco and gain
from this comparison an object lesson in the spirit
»f the American people.

The California Promotion Committee can do good-
work by taking the tourists in hand and so edu-
cating them that each and every one of them will
become an agency for the proper advertising of the
State. Too much has been published in'irresponsi-
ble prints of the stagnation in San Francisco and
the lack of confidence of business men in its future.
These stories are malicious and entirely untrue, but
they find their wayinto the newspapers nevertheless.
Let the tourists come and let us lay"bare the situa-
tion in its every detail-to them. They willnot be
slow in finding cut how cruelly the city has been

LET THEM SEE FOR THEMSELVES.

; The studio reception given by Charles; R.. Dutton:In Berkeley last Saturday
> night for Miss EnidWilliams was Just. what everybody knew it would be, a
J thoroughly delightful affair. Infor-

mality was the keynote that placed
j every one at ease immediately, and the

ceaseless murmur of merry voices be-. spoke a real enjoyment.

I The studio might have been called
j the house; of the thousand candles, for
j the music-room downstairs and the

cozy living-room upstairs 'were brll-
;\u25a0 liantly lighted with numerous waxen
t

tapers— a vastly becoming light to the• maids and matrons, all of whom were. richly gowned.
j The balmy moonlit night lured the, guests Into the yard, where innumera-

ble'red lanterns gave both light and
color, while the coffee was brewed over

I a glowing camp fire. Among the guests
, vwere a great many distinguished peo-

ple." Miss Williams, the guest of honor,
; who just returned from Europe, is not

only musically accomplished, \u25a0 but a
young woman of rare personal" charm.'- Dr. Frederick Wolle— the man *of the

! hour in local musical circles
—

and his
1 wife were, "guests; so also were Pro-
: fessor and Mrs." Fred-; Farrington, the

latter {a beautiful -woman, .in low-cut'
black-gown. '.'.The Misses Klelnschmidt.; both" of r whom are" gifted? miniature
artists, were charming in all-white cos-
tunics. Mrs. Oscar Maurer," who makes'
art of photography; Mr. Maurer and'
Fred';. Maurer, the pianist, were, among
the notables. Other guests" were Mrs.
D.B. Hunter, Miss Christine Rose, Mrs.
Rose, Dr. Fred rC>avls, Mrs. Morgan-

—
who is content- to be^ known as the
mother of Winifred June Morgan

—
Mr.

and Mrs. Walter Manchester, Professor
and Mrs. »Frank

'Soule,"" Alfred Wllkie,
Miss Eva Yorker, Hother Wlsmer, Mr.
and Mrs. C. P.Nlelson and others to
the number of perhaps 200.

Two of.Oakland's prominent families
will soon be united by the marriage of
Miss Alice Dunn and James J. McElroy.
Miss Dunn is a sister ofDr. James P. H.
Dunn, whose wedding with Miss Kate
Chubot a few years ago was. one of the
notable events of suburban society, and

jMr. McElroy is a brother of City At-
1 torney John E. McElroy.

i '- • •v \u25a0• \u25a0

"
j Mr. and Mrs. George W. McXear of

IOakland entertained at dinner and the
;Piedmont Park concert last. Wednesday.

Their guests Included the Edward La-
cey . Braytons, the Willard Waymans
and ,Mrs. Clinton Wa l^«r

-
I Paul -F. Struckman, \u25a0a. wejl-known
business man of Oakland, and Miss F.
Irene House Billings,a' member of the
Oakland School Department,: were mar-
ried yesterday afternoon at 14 :30 o'clock
at Trinity Episcopal Church,- the Revl
Clifton Macon offlciating. George Bra-
ley was best man and Miss Caroline
F.radley of San Jose attended the bride.
The groom/ was formerly connected
with the -newspaper business In Oak-
land.' ancriat«>r with' the National Cash
Register Company.

Miss Billings:was a- teacher .in tb«
jTompklna School. Air. and'Mrs. Struck-
jman"departed last evening on'a.north-ern trip, returning to'Oakland In three
or four weeks. .

\u25a0 ;\u2666..\u25a0.••-
|. Hon. Richard Burke of Tipperary.
IIreland; wlth'his son. William, P. Burke,
jls -summering at \u25a0 Laurelwood, Santa
Clara County.' The travelers :arrived -a
few weeks ago .0 look after property
interests "in town, Mr. Burke and his
children being.owners of the Occidental
Hotel. V,.They •

will/probably remain in
this country .permanently, and are very
sanguine of San Francisco's future.

Lieutenant Burton Mitchell, ald-de-
_camp to. General, Funaton, has returned
from Texas and; will soon

"
leave for

maneuvers in Oregon.' Lieutenant
Mitchell Is a cousin of General Funston.

\u25a0 -j, \u25a0/«, \u0084

- «,.. \u25a0 \u25a0» .
Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel P. Cole Jr.

hay 5* taken permanent -residence In
Oakland, a pretty,. house 'on Claremont
avenue,- having, been . found, v

.-*\u25a0•.\u25a0 •\u25a0--,*

.Miss Leila Evans, of Oakland left
last, evening: for,"Portland, Ore., where

Yshe willbo married .tomorrow to George
IR. Guppy."\u25a0\u25a0_,Mr. Guppy; has always lived
in Oakland, but has .'recently 'engaged
In business in the northern: city.
:The Roy Guppys; (Margaret Shearer),
who 7 a few.; months *ago .: made '- their.
li«*i»m in .Omaha,, are;very 'happy :over
the; arrival of a' small Master, Guppy.

.'--Miss- Susie Martin has, returned 'from[a three months',; visit near 1Silver, City,
[N.;.M(!K.Kwhere;,- bnTa vlarge «ranch, a
'.congenial ,- house y party; ".v.-as

'
gathered.

In tide
'
assemblage: of.eighteen guests

were several ;Princeton graduates, ,all
jwell "entertained variety '

of out-
Idoor sports and; pastimes/

vMrs.. Helen Shearer-. and .Miss Eliza-
beth;. Shearer.;of Oaklar^dlett yest^r-

jday r for ; several, weeks at ;Pacific
IGrove. .\u25a0

-: '/ ••-.. ' '.. -\u25a0\u25a0._;'

-^Captain Longan, who has .been
identified 'with

'
the.1 work at \u25a0' Hamilton

School. hu» :left? for the ;East- : '. :"•• •; \u25a0 -.•••'\u25a0 \u25a0'\u25a0-'*V.'\u25a0\u25a0'Wf&^mHßKaSt
.The C.'E.'Merwins 'of.Oakland have

gone!.to-CampMeek"ef,'j.where;they have I;
a "country Jhome, 'and will spend theh
sumnver .thero. • "'V : :''\u25a0'.'\u25a0_ \

'. John McVey, the -secretary- and shin-
ing-light of:the" Municipal of
Oakland, is home with his bride from
Pacific Grove.

-

Alfred Wilkle, the well-known tenor
and a resident of^Oakland, is a grand-
father. His only son. Fred Wllkie. and
his wife are rejoicing over the com-
ing of a little daughter. •

Howard Crlttenden of Oakland went
to Santa Barbara on Saturday for a
short visit.

"
Miss Eva Yorker of Oakland .left

yesterday for Lake Tahoe. She was
Joined at the Sixteenth-street depot
by Aiiss Virginia Goodsell, the young
San

-
Franelsco singer, and' they pro-

ceeded to The Tavern together. Next
week Miss Yorker will go to Tallac
for the remainder of her stay.

Ellis de Golia and Frank Edoff of
Oakland both leit for their summer
outings on Sunday— Mr. de Golia for
Glen Ellen and Mr. Edoff for Santa
Cruz. -\u25a0 '\u25a0''• \u25a0;•.;.;-'.'-.-.;•.; .;-'.'-.-.

The A. F. Cofl3ns and the A. W. Cof-
fins of Oakland. are all at Glen Ellen
for the summer. Miss Kate McElrath
is also at Glen EMen, the guest of Miss
Edith Coffin. . v \u25a0

''Cl

The outward robe of the ;Pope is
"
red

and made from the? wool ot the lambs
of the convent of;St. 'Agnes, -near the
Porta Pia. The' cloak and cape are
lined with purple and trimmed ...with
gold'lace; the sombrero,; or: hat. Is red
and has • a gold cord anil"; tassel.; 1.-,Be-
neath the Icloak is Iworn.an "alb,', made
also of wool of.the lambs, of, St.';Agnea
and girt about the 'waist/- with a sash
of white moire antique,? garnished, with
gold fringe. The Pope's hands and feet
are covered with kid mittens, and ;his
feet are burdened with, a pair of slip-
pers y>orn over his ordinary.ahoes.'The
total value of his wardrobe is aaid to
be 1150,000.

Sir Lawrence VAlma-Tadema, the dis-
tinguished painter, is a strong believer
in the luckiness of numbers. His lucky,
number is seventeen: ,'; His wife was
17 when he first met- her, the number
of the house to which he took her
when they were married :was'' 1sevens
teen, his present house bears '.the same
number doubled, ,and "'the -' first spade
was put to the work of,rebuilding jitTpD
August 17, ISB6. Vlt;was: November '17
that ;he 'and his- family'flrst /took-'up
their resilience -there. ;;.- -•

;. .?c T

- -

An American who has Just returned
from London expresses'" surprise" min-
gled with disgust regarding, the. talk
he heard among "smart": people there!
For absolute silliness It.' was far ahead
of anything he had ever heard. It;is
considered quite the thing to abbre-
viate words.. He heard a' grown woman
say to a friend, "Isn't; it'terry, to have
neury on such a dlvey day?" Trans-
lated into' Knglish that, means, /'lsn't
It terrible to have neuralgia", on such
a divine day?" . \ / ;;;;, •-\u25a0;•..'. -^;'\u25a0^-.*

Congressman Grosverior appeared in
the "House one hot day last .week clad
in a new .suit of white .duck, coat,
waistcoat and

-
trousers ..'- cut in the

height of style. A white satin tie and
his silky white hair and beard com-
pleted his costume. On the same day
Senator-Scott 'wore- a suit made of fine
cream linen, coat, waistcoat and trous-
ers all alike and cut to the king's taste.

The latest prodigy is an.infant paint-
er. Two of the most 1 striking pictures
of this year's salon- are*.by an artist
who has not yet passed his fifteenth
year. Ills nan^e is Tade ;Styka, ;and
he is the son of a Polish painter. \ The
boy has been an accepted* exhibitor at
the salon ever since 1903, -when"he had
a portrait -of Tolstoi accepted.

.S. W. Woodward of Washington, D.
C., owner of the historic old DjSvW
Dudley Field estate onEden" Hill,Mass.,
is:!to;erect a fine colonial house on the
site of the old house. :On the property
still stands the old /mission house in
which John Sergeant lived, bulltabout
1737. •\u25a0"-\u25a0":';o-.,. -.\u25a0;;; -: \u25a0'\u25a0

\- •. \'.'

Richard Croker Jr.," son of the for-
mer Tammany chieftain," , is scheduled
to entertain his father/during the sum-
>mer and fall, months at :his country-
place yin

'
Connecticut.' >The- younger

Croker expects to bring the elder home
on his return from" Europe this month.

IN THE PUBLIC EYE.

The"cutting' up of the large land holdings in the
Sacramento Valley into small farms simultane-
ously with the completion of great systems of
irrigation has brought on an era of development

in the northern part of the State, the importance
•of which is- scarcely realized as yet outside the
immediate vicinity of the undertakings. But the

.OevelopTnents are bijj with importance, not only
for the Sacramento Valley, but for the entire State
and particularly for San Francisco, the metropolis
llirough which in a large way the business of the
empire developing at our doors willbe carried on.- The Sacramento Valley is the last important sec-
tion of California to be thrown open to the home-
oivhing farmer, and is the richest. The very rich-
ness of the country, indeed, has retarded its best
development. Holders of large tracts have found
itprofitable to cultivate the land for wheat long
after wheat-growing elsewhere in California on
the 20,000-acre farm basis had become a decidedly
losing investment. As a result, the large tracts in
other and less favored parts of California have been
cut up into small farms and are now covered with
orchards and vineyards and dairies operated by
their owners.

'

But in the Sacramento Valley the
large farms have continued to yield returns, con-
tinually decreasing returns, to be sure, but still
profits large enough to encourage the owners to

retain their .holdings. At the Glenn ranch, for
example. 44,000 acres were held in one tract. In-
stead of selling to resident farmers, owners of such
properties have gradually acquired the smaller
holdings. As a consequence, in the ten years end-
ing in 1964, the population of Glenn and Colusa
counties fell off 1600.

But within two years plans. for cutting up such
tract* imo small farms for actual settlers have been
perfected. Two great irrigation systems have been
completed! that of the Central canal, under which
200.000 acres will be irrigated, and that of the
liuttc County canal, which will bring water to
50,000 additional acres. Other plans, which have
not yet been worked out. will bring under irriga-
tion fully 200.000 acres, more. .The land thus be-
ing developed is the richest out of doors; seldom,
have better opportunities been offered settlers and
capital than are here presented.

Arid settlers and capital have not been slow to
respond. At. St. Johns, for example, a beet sugar
factory is being, rushed to completion to handle the
product' of 5000 acres 'of beets already in the
ground. ,By the time the beets are ready for the
factory the factory will be ready for the beets.
An electric road has been completed from Chico
to Oroville and is rapidly being extended to
Marysville and Sacramento. The Western Pacific
is known to be behind branch roads running in all
,directions out of Sacramento City, and Boards of
Supervisors of all the Sacramento Valley counties
are .besiege*! with applications for franchises from
various interests that- have been quick to note what
it ;neans to turn such a country over to home-
owners of from five to fiftyacres of irrigated land.

The Sacramento Valley is essentially a poor
jnao's country ; that is to say, the man with a few
hundred Hollars "who" wishes to establish a home
from which he can make a decent living for himself
and family. A man with Siooo can now go to the!
Sacramento Valley, secure a tract of land and earn !
a' competency from the first year. This cannot be'
said of,Southern California. The $1000 that makes!
a man independent north of the Straits of Car-.!
quincz would not go far south of Tehachapi. i
Southern California recognizes this and, curiously

'

enough, the projects that are resulting in the de-
veiopment of the northern valley are backed I
largely by Southern California capital. But Los:
Angeles capital always was quick to see a good:
thing.. Under the new order the population of
Glenn and- Colusa counties, which fell away 1600 !
in ten" years, during the last year was increased |
Ly 1500. •. This gives some indication of the turn I
of the' tide in favor of the big valley. 'Itwillnot be
long -before the small farms of the Sacramento
will be .adding enormously to the tax roll, the re-
sources and the income of the State.

A DEVELOPING EMPIRE.

As a result of the inability of some of the fire
insurance companies, and the disinclination .of
others, to. pay their just losses in this city the
indications are that eventually fire insurance will
be put on a safer, saner basis than heretofore.
The whole world, with the San Francisco situa-
tion before it, is now investigating the institution
of fire insurance. This is true not only of individ-
uals and corporations, but of States and nations.
Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Utah have already
instituted investigations. Emperor William of
Germany is known to have agents at work consid-
ering the problems involved. And now comes the
report that Emperor 'Franz Josef of Austria-Hun-
gary is interesting" himself in the situation. It is
known that he has secured from the acting Aus-
tiian Consul of this city a full account of the dis-
aster, a statement of the course pursued by the
Austrian insurance companies and a digest of the
legal aspect of the situation. Austria isjeyidently
preparing to follow the course of Germany in as-
jcertaining the real status of fire insurance.

Since the fire evidences of the v^eakness'of the*
whole system of insurance are continually" being
brought to tfie fore. The action of the European
reinsurance companies, for example, in notifying
the ordinary insurance companies that no fire
losses due "directly or indirectly" to earthquake
are to be paid shows that the reinsurance practiced
by ordinary insurance companies to protect them-
selves in time of great loss comes to nothing/ . By
the simple adoption of a resolution twenty rein-
surance companies apparently flatter themselves
that they have shifted all responsibility for the
losses due to th« fire. Reinsurance, one of the most
important features of the insurance business, thus
gives itself a blow from, which the probabilities
are that it willnever recover. That action shows
ordinary insurance companies the weakness of this
branch of the system. The}7

-
willprobably in fu-

ture carry their own risks, and, incidentally, exer-
cise greater care in underwriting. '
''The weakness of reinsurance is but one of the!

many developed. The fact that a similar fire in
any one 6i the large cities of the world would as a
general thing have wiped out all of the surplus, all
of the fire reserve and half of the capital stock of
al! the companies affected further emphasizes the
weakness of the" system. The world is going to
have fire insurance ; fire insurance has become a
commercial necessity. But a business world will
insist that the institution be placed on a sane busi-
ness basis and not continue so undependable that a
single fire can bring into question the value of poliT
cies held in every important city of the globe. To
this end, the 'best ability that can.be had, as indi-
cated by reports from' Germany, from Austria and
from the several States of the Union, is at work.

'

TO STRENGTHEN FIRE INSURANCE.

A man in charge of a department in'a
large reference library in Philadelphia

was asked by a -woman caller for a
book on geology. She sat and read all
day. The next day she called for a
work'on botany. For four successive'
days she read history, astronomy, es-
says and photography. On the last day
she returned the book and co'nflded to
the man in charge that she did not
know what to read during the next
week.

"What is the object of your reading^'
tfle inquired. '»,-,.\u25a0

"Well, it's this way."said the woman.
"I wasn't well .educated, and Idon't

*

play the piano or sine
—

and
—"

She
hesitated and- looked at him wistfully.
Seeing sympathy/ in his eyes, she pro-
ceeded: "Ihave -been afraid for some
time that Iwas losing my husband's
love. Iknow my conversation isn't in-
teresting, and Ithought if1could read
up on some useful things my talk at
the'table would hold him and he might
stay In nights."

"What is your husband's business?"
'\u25a0\u25a0 asked her listener. . '

i
1. "He has a string of horses at the race [
track," she said. ; " :

On- another occasion the same li-%1
brarlan was confronted by a brisk j
young woman of 24 or 25. with a very j
businesslike way. .-.-\u25a0.-. ;

"What-have you on Buddhism?" she 1

asked. '\u25a0\u25a0 _ i
The attendant brought out several j

volumes on the afibject. . >
"Oh, dear, those are too large. ':I

haven't got time to read those big
books. Haven't you something shorter

—
!

a small. book?" .
The man showed her the article on i

Buddhism in the encyclopedia.
"Even that is too long. Ihaven't got

time to read that. You see, I'm going
over to India as. a missionary, and I
merely.want to got the main points, sot
I can confute their theories."

—
The'

Reader. :

lIEADI.\G-HOOM STORIES.

For more th^n; •forty y?ar3 • Ma<sAnt*
Lemaitre. .a peasant woman- oJf .iß<*

little town, of . Yvetot,;in- Normandy,

went -round enjoying- poor health..^fc.n*
hugged the delusion that she .was a

dying woman. . She declared \u25a0
*na*^""

healthy, lively lizard .was housed^wi^-
in her stomach and having a.royal .goo**

Madame Lemaftre •entertained •,her
neighbors with: tales of her -.varying
symptoms and consul tetf many physi-

cians. The good doctors all laughed at

her and- said "the lizard 1* not Iny°?£
stomach, madam, but.in: .your- mind*
FinallyMadame Lemattre wen- to.Paris
to consult the great .specialist.- Ou

Rlchelot of the Cochfn. Hospital,. Dr.
Richelot is more." than a great special-
ist. He is a great >vit. h«
solemnly .said to the-, woman. vrlth a

lizard in her "stomach., "after a thorough
examination; Iam satisfied: that hi an
operation ifes the enly possible • hope
for you. There are no.two ways ab-ont
It. that lizard must be removed. .While
itIs a very difficult operation, ItIs not
a dangerous pne. and .1" can tfafery.
promise you complete restoration .to>
health." • "*

V .•:' •-.•'•'
'
: :• ""

.'; \u25a0

Madame Lemaltr* .consented. Dr.
Rlcholet'went out ajld bought tire, fat-
test, healthiest, biggest lizard to;-b«
found in all Paris. The peasant woman
was placed under the*influence, of ether."
With his little, scalpel the witty doctor
made a six-inchi sift through the akin
of Madame .Lerrialtre's-left side, which
he Immediately sewed up and •covered
with antiseptic plaster.-

'
The lizard

was placed in a wire, cage and put on a,

table alongside, the. patient's bed. It
was the first.thing her eyes lighted
upon as she -regained consciousness. ..' •

"ilon Dieu!" she cried, "what' an
enormous one! At last Iam cured:"- "'".

Madame Lemaltre Isrestored to health,
just as Dr/Richelot said she would be.
And now, instead Of entertaining :hef»
self and boring her neighbors wfth.'a,
recital of her ailments/ .she amusea
both herself and them with the. antics
o.f the lizard that was" once, inside her
and which is now her pet. • •, :-': -'-

So much for the story of Madame Le-
maitfe. Would' It not. be "a splendid
thing, though, If"every"woman wftha
lizard, inher stomach ceuld rind a Dr.
Richelot to consult? JYJ

Y
' :-,'.

> Iam not going to draw a .parallel
Ibetween the.imaginary' sick women and!
! the Normandy -peasant. They \u25a0do not
need an operation to restore, them to
health. A plentiful supply of their .fa-
vorite prescription

—
usually soma harni-

j legs patent stuff
—

keeps them .suffi-
ciently occupied and amply amused.
deluded women £ am thinking of ara

Ithe poor things whose ''lizard", -is- a
particular "talent" with wlitch. like the
foolish Normandy peasan-t, they want
to entertain the" whole world.. They
enjoy the hardships and the privations
that cultivating a particular "talent"

j always entail*, just as \u25a0 Madame Le-
maltre enjoyed her poor health. Only,
unfortunately, few ofthein meet a. Dr.
Rlchelot whose wit1 would show him. the
way to. restore the deluded ones to
health again. ; '.

There are thousands upon thousands
jof- women who imagine they can-sing-.
j that they can act.'that they can paint,'
thai they can write. They mistake

J their appreciation.- their love for-gopd
t singing and good' music, for great act-ing, great painting, and great -litera-
ture, for a power to' create, the same.
They .want to be what they .admire
most. Their great "love for the arts'
blinds them to their own shortcom-ings- .The leaping of th.etr pulses that
the great performances of others'pro-
duce, they imaging is the stirrinj?.of;
their own talent. 'They cannot sepa-
rate self from their taste. Their ad-
miration for the great and the beauti-
ful excites them so that they lose all
power to measure themselves.

'

The only hope. -for such- enthusiasts'
is.the calm, cold judgment 'of others.
The only remedy is the trained knowl-
edge that. will.,speak and truthfully
tell them and show' them' their shoct-

i comings. • .
the saddest thing for.the imaginary

talented is that they invariably appear
to their friends for an opinion. •Few
friends patesess the- necessary courage
to speak the truth in such" "a case.
Then again, there are few friends who-
are competent to give an opinion that .
Is worthy of consideration. Arid so the
deluded talented toH on and orrand on
encountering hardships, ensuring pri-
vations and glutting up the^market.• • • •

g Itis the woman striving: for artistic
honors that cnn. never be hers thatmakes the way so hard for. the" 1 ones
who will.ultimately arrive to fame.- It
I« because managers and publishers
Iand artists must wade through so much
that is even worse than indifferent be-
fore a good thing Is reached that they
are loth to examine the work of a new-comer. Thus it Is that U»e admirers of •
genius block the way of genius 'and
hinder most those that they would
serve the most. •

•Next best to being a genius is todis-
cover a genius. There would seen* to

"

me to be a panacea for the deludedtalented, a great field for the one whoappreciates what he cannot do. Let
friends who are appealed to by theImaginary talented show them this-,
field. That would be a pleasant Way
to tell them a truth which, though in-"
flicting present pain, wiljsave them
from years of misery.

\u25a0 There is nothing- more cruel than
this leading of people on to imagine
they have a great talent. In fact, 'tismore than. cruel. It is criminal. Itis*raising great hopes to blast them after-
ward. It is drawing pictures of

•
a

radiant future that can never be real-
ized. It is the most heartless Joke that
one human being can- perpetrate upon
another. RB9flP9fcBe kind!. Don't foster the Illusion
of a lizard In the stomach.

Louise Veiller
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better methods of exposing it than we did in*the
days when Morgan and/ his men waxed rich on the
cargoes of looted merchantmen with the partial
consent of their Government. .The grafter "has a
deal to work upon in the United States, but we root
him out and pillory him as soon as he is located. fit
is a species of "unenviable notoriety," to be sure,
but is an effective system, and England would do
well to follow our example and stop scolding.
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;Beggar (at- rich man's door)
—

A poor
traveler, begs fora few coppers. ". . '

Ricli Mtm
—

Here you!are;but why do
yoii travel if you haven't -the means ?—
"Wahr#:;" .>'':

\u25a0
- .. •

./ cr- \u25a0;\u25a0 .-rev \u25a0• v \u25a0;*"

THB;QUESTION7

The proposed Chinatown block would be a dis-
tinctive feature of the city. Improvements of this
character should not be held back by. racial
prejudice.

8

THE SMART SET


