
'In four of a kind no matter what the
denomination was, and showed every
sign of astonishment when somebody
held higher fours, even when Blaisdell
dealt. Twice or thrice he came to se-
rious grief In this way_

Then the home players noticed that
sevens were his favorites for the even-
ing. His theory of play, as far as they
had been able to gauge it. was that it
made not so much difference what the
cards were,- as how many of them he
could hold, and there was not a man
at the table who doubted his ability
to hold five of a kind Ifthere had been
so many.

His losses for the first hour failed
to disturb the big man. In that time he
play in more than a thousand dollars,
but just as they were thinking it likely
that he would quit the game he reached'
Into an 'inside pocket and pulled out
another roll, larger than they had seen
him have. Laying it on the table he
said, "That goes." As 'the game was
table stakes and there was a prospect
of high play they all pulled out their
rolls and laid thorn on the table.

For the next three deals there was
nothing doing, so the jackpot was well
sweetened when Hankins took the deck.

Wlnterbottom opened the pot under
the guns for $40. that being the amount
In the center. Blaisdell stayed. Pears-
all dropped, Bassett' raised it $40, and
Hankins made it $40 more.,

Winterbottom looked carefully at his
openers before deeding. They were
three tens and he concluded

"
to stay,

though, ho did not raise back. Blais-
dell saw enough, he thought, to justify
him in staying also, and he put up.

Theji Bassett made it $100 more to
play and Hankins -went back to him
with $200 more.
Itwas too stronpr for Winterbottom

and he folded, but Blaisdell, after a
glance at Bassett, made good, where-
upon Bassett; closed the pot by seeing
the last raise. \u25a0 ,

Whenv. Hankins lifted the deck he

wrong about. Hankins, on'y his bad
judgment.'t I'm tellin' about.

"You. can't make him- see it,' though,
an', that's some like providential, fr
he blows in here tol'able regular about
oncet a year with his accumulated capi-

tal fh a tight wad. an' oncet a year I
have to loan his boat fare. I
reckon, If anybody was to figger it
out careful. Slle 'Hankins just about
supports three families o\ native born
Arkansas City, population, year in an*
year: out."

There: were times when old man
Greenhut's talk seemed almost prophe-

tic. Nq no else in the room had re-
membered that it:was about time for
Hankins' annual appearance, but being

reminded of It the gentlemen assem-
bled in the little saloon on the levee
were only mildlysurprised when as the
old man ceased speaking the door
opened and Hankins and Joe Bassett
walked In.
. "Well." said the Ozark man, after he
had observed the customary formality

and Greenhut. was putting away the
bottles and glasses— "Well, I've come
back to have another, try at you fellers.
You jsure has done^me good an' proper
afore now. but there's al'ays things to
be learned, in draw poker,' an' I'mal'ays
a-learnin'. of/em the best Ican.'y- Mebbe
Imight. swat you once "some o' these
times." ; ' ' .
It .was a straightforward, manly

speech, of -the port 'to'; be appreciated
by the men who heard it, and^it was
therefore with a friendly vunderstand-
ing and the utmost good wilLthat four
citizens sat down with, theistrangerto
separate him

'
from his:money 'if pos-

sible.l-.'-'-HeVsat between Bassett and
Wlnterbottom. wltH Blaiodell on' Wln-
terbottom's left and .Pearsall In the
seat beyond.

'

\u25a0 'For;; the first part" of
"

the .game . it
seemed likely that the "house .contin-
gent 1 would have no greater difficulty
than;usual. .Hankins appeared to cher-
ish his somewhat childish confidence

"How much have you got?" he de-j
manded, and Bassett. counting his re- 1
mainlng money, announced that he!
still had $700. \

"I'lltap. you," said Hankins. and he
put up the money. As Bassett .had four
tens he felt that he could do no less
than call, but Hankins showed down
the .trey to the seven in diamonds. . ,

"After the game had broken up, old'
man Greenhut said: "This here yap fm,
th* Ozarks don't 'pear to be-th* only|
inspired idjit round here *t fails tot
understand how worthless good things-
is when there's better.**

Itwas Blaisdell's bet and he threw
In a white chip. Bassett raised it a
hundred, and Hankins, with a confident
smile, raised It $500.

That* put it up to Blaisdell. and as
he had four kings he laid his wad in1

the pot. Bassett covered Itafter count-
ing and finding that Blaisdell had
raised it $200, so Hankins had still an-
other chance.

It was Blaisdell's first call, and ha
took two cards. Ifanybody had been
watching all that occurred under the
table Just then he would have seen
that Wlnterbottom was proffering a,
king and Pearsall an ace to the man
who presumably wanted a fourth ofj
some high denomination. When Win-
terbottom showed down his hand to
prove that he had openers, there was,
no king among the five cards.

Bassett stood pat and Hankins took
two cards, but. looking as closely as
they did. no one at the table could see
that he took one from the bottom.

fumbled It. They had never seen him
do such a thing before, but they all saw
distinctly that the bottom card was the
seven of spades, and this, coupled with
the fact that he had been playing1
sevens left no doubt in their minds that
he would have four sevens after the
draw. More than that it gave them the
opportunity of convicting him of crook-
ed jieallng In ease It should seem to be
worth while to do so.

WHEN THE OTHER MAN HOLDS FOUR KINGS
"One o* the most amazing things In

this world o' merracles," said old. man
Greenhut, "is the way some men is mis-
guided. Catch a full house, they will,

on the draw, when the dealer, as is
knowed to be skillful,has took one card,

an' they'll raise an' raise like they
thought there want nothin' in the
deck to beat a full. O" course, a full
house is a good thing to have at the
proper time, but 'taint no manner o"
use when 'tother man has fours.

"There's a yap fm th' Ozarks *tblows
in here about oncet a year, as is a
bright an' shinin' specimen o" this
p'tic'lar sort o" chump. 'Pears like he's
nigh about due to show up again.

"Firet off there ain't nothin' p'cooliar

about Sile Hankins, which is this yap
I'm talkln' about Jfust a big. spraw-
lin*. ranboned gazabo, such as they

grow* up in th' Ozarks, 'long o* the
trees 'n* rocks bein' so big 't a small
man wouldn't stand no show gettin*

after the game. They tell me they use
th' old six foot rifles up there yet, bein' [

as they reckon a short one won't carry.

Slm'lar they breed six foot men an*
wise over, f fear smaller ones *d come

"That same bein' common sense," said
Jake Winterbottom, solemnly. "If a
man was to be less'n six foot he'd
nachully come short."

Old man Greenhut glowered at the
man who had ventured to interrupt

him. After an Impressive pause he said
severely: "There Is them as cornea short

In more 'n statue. As the Good Book I
tys, 'Better a small spoonful o" brains]

wouldn't 'a' had no trouble about that,
but:he was one o' them 't Iwas talkln'
about, 't don't .*pear~ to reco'nlze "t a
flush is a almighty proposition one.
time,' an' another time 'taln't no good
on earth: ; , :

"I'reckon it must be a dozen; year
since', he blowed in here to Arkansas
City first off. He were some awk'arder
an' more ohgainly-like them days nor
he is now, which Is-sayin' consid'able.

"Howbe, that's what Slle Hankins
Just was. -There hadn't, nobody heer'd
o' him then more'n to know 't he were
a settln' hlsself up to know some about
draw, poker. 'Peared like,most any
one. o*. the boys cd trim him easy
enough, an' there djdn't .'pear to' be no
call for to git up a full game. So
Bill. Waters he said he .reckoned "he
mought 'commodate the stranger with
a freeze-out, . If he was reely blue
mouldln'fr a play. ._ ' '

"Well, Hankins, he' spoke'-^easy an'
pleasant, an' he sajSs'a -frceze-out'll do
to kill.time, so him an' Waters set. In.
Waters were *a good average player
them days. He want no such expert
as he come to 'be later on, but there
want nobody here' 't -thought fr a
minute but what he cd get away with
any such proposition 's Hankins looked
to be. .\u25a0

"

.
"They played fr mebbe half a hour,

an' then; they come 'out o* the back
room together, an' it were Hankins 't
called f'r the drinks." Waters stood by
an' said nothin', an' when Hankins had
set 'em up a couple o' times an' went
out he kep' on sayin' nothln\ an' look-
in* sort o' 'shamed.

"When I seen he ,want goln* to
speak Iast him what the 'matter was,
an' he cussed a :.little, sort.o' discour-
aged like, an' he says, "That yap. ain't
no such greenhorn as l\e, looks. He
win over three hundred, an';Ireckon
he'd 'a* win more IfI'd had: it;wlth me.
He c'n hold more nine spots an' more
frequent 'n any player 7l- ever see."

"We all see plain enough then what

nor a big barnful • o'.'bran mash.'
'
If

some 'd devote a« much effort to culti-
vatln' lntelleck aft they does to tobacco
they'd prosper, betted.."

"As 1 wrb eayiri", afore there was flip
interruptions made,'.': he went on, "this
here Site -Hankins ain't nothin' -unusual
to look at: Mebbeyou.mought. size -him
up fr awk'ard, which he sure .be, 's
fur's walkin' go«s,,but he ain't none
awk'ard when It comes to handlln'
things. Iseen him -handle a roustabout
onct on the gangplank o" th' Robert E.
Lee, some like Bassett mought ha* did
it. '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0;

' "

"This""hefe~"nfgg'er bumped Into' Slle
Hank ink carelesallkp an* didn't make
no start for to 'pologlre. Hankins just
looked at htm "one little minute an'
then, when .the njgger .was . walkln*
along, he just reached out one hand

—
•peared .like he reached nigh about ten
foot

—
en'/ caught, the niggeT ,by the

back o' the. neck.. Then he drawed him
back'ards, not "slow,.1but' deliberate-
like, tillhe got him- nigh enough to bite
if he'd 'a* -been; bltlnV niggers. Then
he grabbed him by the slack o* .the
breeches with the, other hand an'
heaved him up in the air like he'd been
a baby an* throwed him somopin' like
fifteen feet, sprawlln' In.the river.

"He c'n handle cards, too, more'n re-
spectable. There's them has seen him
set in with,some o': the slickest players
on the river an' they say he don't lose
none to speak of,an' gets his full share
o' the pots, special when It comes his
deal. • V'.-iV?

-
"'Pears like a man like that had

ought for to be \u25a0 rich an* respected.
Stands to reason he want borned 'lth
no euch gifts as them. They was cul-
tivated. An' the fact- o' him cultlvatln'
of 'em showed he had moral character.
If ever a man was. marked out by. a
overrulln" providence for to be success-
ful Slle Hankins, was that man.

"On'y. there was. one thing 'peared to
stand in the way. IfSlle Hankins had
been any ways discrimlnatlous he

"Your kitchen was twisted in taking
it down? Well, now. you just unscrew
that west bedroom that's on our house
and put it on the back of yours. We
never use it. and cooking in it for a
time won't hurt IL\

"We afe going to take • our house
down some day next week and air it.
Ibelieve these togs make a house damp
inside. Idon't see how people In those
old fashioned houses that you can
never lay out In the sun keep well.
They'd think it w«IS dreadful if they
didn't sun their bedclothinjr often. You
know we have two basements, and we
use one six months and then move the
house over on- the other. That keeps
them both in a better sanitary state."

Maybe it would have only been ne-
cessary to move .a block- wide strip of
houses from , In front of the flre, and
Ifthis had been the case the neighbors
from farther" out "

"would
•have ihurried

in to help drag the. loads, with many
expressions of jsympathy and perhaps
sly hints at the obligation of being Im-
posed on while thinking slyly that
their efforts were also putting their
own property in safety.

"I'lllend you our screwdriver, and
you can build right in our back yard
and stay. Jhere. until jour-own lot cools
off," a "cheery woman can be heard
saying tb an acquaintance as he comes
along ;the street '.with' his flattened
ho-use, all. the bigger children tugging
at the. rope and the baby and the erX
scratching each other gleefully,on top
of the load. . . • ,

the beautiful tonneau. so the portable
house has grown from an unstable box
into a complete structure pleasing to
look at and comfortable to occupy.

"You'll have to stack up them houses
and get out a few blocks farther," the
cavalryman or policeman would have
shouted in portable San Francisco
when the flames began to creep up
from the front, an,d the householder
with a building too.big to carry on his
back would,have sot out the set of
wheels that would naturally have gone
with such houses in a. real ready-made
city, unscrewed the bolts that held his
castle together, thrown the flattened
structure on the wheels with his effects
on top.pf it and set out for a safer
place with his good wife and his
youngsters tugging with him on the
rope. ;•

to give aid if possible to some suffer-
ing unfortunate he would.. probably
have witnessed a strange scene. : ;,

"Help, help." come the. Jcries, \u25a0" and
the hurrying throng drop' their habita-
tions for.the time and run to a.bunch
of lumber and door frames lyinginside
a neat fence. . . ;.:

'""^.v
.There is a man inside of the pile of

wooden debris and as, 'he. hears the
flames crackling outside, he, yells more
frantically. \u25a0

"Where are you? What's the mat-
ter?".are the questions put by a police-
man who comes running up.

Disdaining to, reply to questions the
answers to which must be obvious, the
man in the lumber yells:

"Get me out of here. I'm choking."
"How'd you get into it?" demands

the policeman. "The earthquake didn't
do anything luce that, did it?"

"Earthquake, nothing!" yells back-
the;man in the ruins. "I touched the'
spring too s«on."'
"""Dynamite?" ventured the policeman.

."Confound it, no!" conies back the
\answer. "Dynamite couldn't do any-
thing like this, either. Can't you see
this Is one of those patent spring fojd-
ing rapid-action portables? Igot ready
to get out, and while Iwas moving the
stove Ijammed that spring you are
supposed to reach through the window
and push, on when you want to fold.up
your house and take it over to the next
block. I've been in a folding bed
squeeze, but this thing is worse. •» If
some pillows hadn't dropped on my
head I'd be dead."

"Get some, axes," shouts the police-
man, "and we'll chop him out." ,

"Don't .you 'do it," cried the caged
man excitedly. "This house cost, me
$400. Get at it and pullit into place
again." .

The crowd falls on the house, but
they don't understand the combination.
The danger becomes more imminent.
A drayman comes along, and' the, po-
liceman orders man, house and. all
thrown on the vehicle.

"How'llIget my pay?"' demands the
teamster.

-
"Hold him In the thing tillhis friends

come and ball -him out," yells the po-
liceman, who haslearned a few things
in the Police Court.

What a time the~insurance companies
would have had. with any clients who

You might have seen a man sitting
on a doorstep far from the site where
his home had been, mopping his brow
and denouncing the manufacturers
while he gazed angrily on two' bulging
and heavy grips resting beside him.

"You'll always get done if you listen
to the jcU** <"^t'On of an agent," you
hear him say. "That fellow told me
the house he sold me would easily go
in ,one grip ifIever had to get away
in a hurry, and here I've filled two and
then had to leave the.folding bathtub.
IfIhadn't got those telescoping door
frames in my coat pockets I'd have had
to leave them, and then what chance
would Ihave had to get out of the
zephyrs tonight? -It'd be just my luck
that that airpump wouldn't work and
Ican't blow up those rubber columns
to keep the oiled silk roof on. Ifthere
don't happen to be any rocks to anchor
to out where I'm going I'll be up
against it anyway."
i "Help, help," are the cries one scur-
rying from the flames snapping. at his
patent leathers might have heard, and
recovering from his panic long enough

You can see the small boy of. the
family being sent back the six blocks
to get the diagram "key" to the build-
ing, which had been accidentally left
In a discarded bureau when the hasty

exodus was made, and imagine the con-
sternation that reigned when tiej re-
turned with the information that the
bureau had been burned. That family
probably slept In the dew for four
nights while playing the block puzzle
of getting all the sections of that house
fitting into their proper places. - z •

Out on the bay you would see fami-
lies seated on their collapsed, houses,

the father and the eldest son paddling

with broom and shovel for, the Marin
shore, there to turn their raft into a
house again after it had been ejiread
out to dry in the sun and live com-
fortably until the normal conditions
had been restored In the city they had
fled from. Combination rafts would
probably have been made by groups of
families, as such conditions, always es-
tablish a feeling of brotherhood, and
their occupants would have had a
pleasant outing while watching the
spectacle of the flames eating such
buildings as were not of the telescope
kind.

"If we don't have to move out too
far, pa," suggests the wtllingelder boy
of the brood, "we can come back and
take away . the dining-room. and the
preserve closet, too.". "All right, son; you come .back and
get them," replies the head of the
household. "Ifyou want all thecom-
forts of a palatial residence at times
when the chicken coop looks as good

as Buckingham Palace, just take "the
monkeywrench and go to work. Ilike
to see a boy ambitious."

New conditions are going to come
with the foothold the portable house. is
gaining in San Francisco since the ca-
lamity. It ,1s conducive, to .simplifying
a great many of the affairs of exist-
ence, and it is sure to relieve a. great
deal of worry that people now have
about, getting ; dwellings finished.
Strikes can't hurt." Ifis sure to add a
great deal to Cupid's business. It
makes marriage so easy. There is no
long period of saving, no long watch-
Ing of carpenters and plumbers as the
turtle doves await the period of nest-
ing if they had the portable habit. They
just*make up their minds to get mar-
ried and then send on' specifications to
the house man for something within
their means that has hooks to hang
additional rooms on. as the babies come.

"We want a house for a blonde haired
girl .with dark eyes and a tall man
who can stoop so a door five feet nine
Inches high willdo. Ifthe cost is not
more than;s2o an inch make the house
with six-foot 'doors. We prefer your
No. 20-in the catalogue, with hammock
behind the vines on the porch, butwe
will grow our own vines. Be sure to

"This is an emergency in which we
can't save. everything,", a rueful house-
holder with a large dwelling might
have said, "but we'll at least have a
shelter. We'll fold the parlor, a
bbdroom and- the kitchen and let the
rest go."

might have been dishonest.
"My home was burned," the policy-

nolder; would say, and it wouldn't pay

the insurance man to go in search of
a wandering house that might be out
at the. Presidio or on the slope of Twin
Peaks. Itwould have been a game in
which "the man with the policy would
havehad the Insurance companies .wor-
rying,more' than ;they- are now.'worry-
ing'the .pedple over the,quake :. losses.

for about $2 a month somewhere else.
Itrailed one fellow that Ihad it in for)
to seven different locations and finally'

cornered him out In the woods by

rlngleside.rIngleside. When Isent a deputy
sheriff with attachment papers on his
house he touched a spring and the
darsed thing snapped up Into a rusticj
bench. He 3at there grinning at the'
deputy* for, of course, an attachment [
for a house couldn't be levied on a.,
piece of al fresco furniture."

The portable' house is a thing of
beauty, but it comes so suddenly some-

Itimes that It brings the same feeling

ias "green lizards and frogr-headed
hummlng-bird3, or. if you know noth-
ing about them, as a ghost story In a'
lonely wood. You gaze on. a vacant
spot from your window at breakfast
time an-1 when you come home for din-
ner there is a pretentious-looking
house smiling at you through Its sum-
mer oo'ors and white columns.

The portaMe house is proving qultej
valuable to people who wish to spend)
their summers at different places and;
cannot own a dozen houses. Such a*
house can be used at the seaside on©
year and in the mountains the next.

South Ajnerlca is cne of the be3t:
customers for the portable house com-j
panics. In the^troplcs light,cool housesj
are desired and besides there is little,
skilled labor or any other kind that isi
any good to build houses.

A great many ready-made structure^
have been sent to the cnnal zone for-
the United States Government. Pre-i
tentious dwellings are not wanted there!
and it is cheaper to ship the ready-
made house than to send lumber and'
build. -.- .:

Hunters and campers sometimes pur-
chase a house 7x9. built expressly for
them. It "weighs but 800 pounds, can
be erected by two men in thirty mln-
ntes and will accommodate four per-
sons. People who buy lots in summer
resorts are becoming good customers
for the portable houses.

One ambitious firm has contracted t(f
supply a pretty portable church to a
congregation that has only a lease on
land, the price to be $3000.

Count yon Waldersee. the German)
commander, carried a dozen small port-
able houses with him when he marched
with the relief column to Peking.

build the extra bedroom so we can fold
and put it away, as we don't want any
visitors for along time, and the young
lady's mother has said she would go to
see her darling child often. Please let
us know what another small room will
cost next year."

Delay in pulling off the ceremony

becausethe bungalow with the red ge-
raniums in front isn't ready In time
won't? lose their sweethearts to unfor-
tunate wooers now that the portable
house is here.

"

"Iknew my one-and-only liked an-
other fellow pretty well even after*"she
had promised to be mine," said a younjr

real estate man who has become a ben-
edict since the fire, "and he was hang-
ing around, despite the fact that" he
knew Ihad closed negotiations for a
life term contract. Itold her my busi-
ness affairs made it necessary that we
get .married right away and she saitf

;she^wouldn't wed until she could go to
a home of her own in the country.
Well, that was easy. Iwent to a port-
able agent and then got a lot down by
Blingum and hired a man to sod the
front yard and stick in some rose
bushes and geraniums that were al-
ready' in bloom. The next mornins I
married the girland we went down to
the lot, where the sections of the house
had been delivered, and, with the as-
sistance of one man, she and Iput-the
buildingup ourselves. It puffed her to
think she had helped build her own
house. She's saving money now to-
send - for a ready-made chicken-coop

with blue slats ;that she thinks will
look just.lovely in the back yard.

"The next day after our marriage, my
rival came around and gave me a con-
tract for the sale of a block of town
lots. He said Iwas the greatest
hustler he knew in the business. It
was the portable house that cleared
the 'situation, though, not my genius."
"These portable" houses are going to
drive us crazy if they don't drive us
out of business," said .a bill collector.
"The 'chronics' are taking to them and
when we make the second call, after
threatening court proceedings and
blacklisting and every other dire thing1

we know. we. find only a vacant lot.
When they learn that- we know their
addresses they simply fold up their \
walls and lease another piece of groundi

The portable house helped San Fran-
cisco to grow in 184$. Itis helping it
to grow now. but there is evolution of
all things, and the building that is de-
livered in sections to be put together
Just as dresses are mailed in pieces to
women who have time to do their own
sewing has kept pace with the devel-
opment of other American institutions.
As the old road engine has grown into

What would have resulted had San

Francisco been built of portable houses'
at the time of the big fire?

Perhaps the only change in the city

In that event would have been the
• shifting of the site a little farther,west and the baffled fire would have
ibeen hunting around the lower district

Ifor something to set its red fangs into.

The citizens of the portable town that'
might have been would simply have
'
thrown their domiciles over their backs
and hiked for the park and the beach
like so many tortoises and resembling

in the aggregate the army that
marched from Birnam Wood.

The question of what might have
-^T-<rpened in San Francisco when the

T.t* came had the city been one of port-
able houses is aroused by the fact that
the collapsible building is making" Its
appearance here now. Right on the

heels of the conflagration it has made
its way across States and rivers and a
continent and settled down comfortably

to he a part of the great upbuilding
scheme. Besides this it is becoming
such a general factor in building all
over the country that the time has ar-
rived when it must be recognized. The
flippant can no longer look with dis-
dain on one of these magnified umbrel-
las that can cover whole families and
house emporiums of trade and say

"chicken -coop." The portable house
has won Us spurs. Longfellow might
*=ay today. "Fold their portable houses
like th* refugees and hike for the
dunes" if only the meter were right.

Of the number of these buildings that
have come to this city since the fire

—
pome have been sent all the way from
Canada

—
on* of the finest samples can

be seen at the corner of Van Ness ave-
nue and Eddy street. Graceful in out-
line, gleaming white with the new coat
of paint that sad!y enough will soon
lose it» glint under t«e dust that is
flying, it throws back -its answer of
airy elegance to those who would sneer
at its kind as a •flimsy shark/ Ithas
a, roomy interior, ornamental roof and,
in front, a comfortable porch with
graceful white pillars, after the South-ern style. It is one .of those that
crossed the continent from Canada, and
while hammers were ringing out their
deafening din and the saws were rip-
ping lumber to pieces in a staccato
tnat pet th* nerves buzzing, it quietly
end gracefully took its place on the
corner assigned much after the fashion
In which the lawn-clad summer girl
finks into a rustic seat to enjoy a love
Btory. When a burly brick or stone
structure comes along to occupy the
Elte this refined Canadian visitor will
draw itself together, like the others of
its kind, and float over to some other
spot where it may be useful and orna-
mental. It is a most accommodating
sort of a • building

—
always ready to

undertake a journey. It is the rover of
the domicile family.

a mistake it were not to have made
up a' game, or else put up a more re-
liable player 'n Waters agin him, but
there want no boat leavin' that night,
an* Joe Bassett flggered it out 't more
'n likelythere'd be a game on the next
night."

'There ain't no yahoo like him go-
In' to leave .town 'th more'n $300 o'
good Arkansas City money in his jeans,'
he says, 'not while I'm Sheriff an'
there's due process o' law to be took.

"We all knowed. well enough 't Bas-
sett cd be relied on, an' word was sent
to .Blaisdell to be on hand" the next
night. Hankina was easy, an' when he
showed up. there was a game goln' on.
Wlnterbottom an' Russell an* Waters
an' Blaisdell was playin* an' when Baa-
sett an' Hanklns come in, this made It
six handed. . :. . .'..'\u25a0 :.

"What they did to Hankins that night
was plenty. He didn't play nines this
time. 'Peared like he were partial to
queens, an' he sure held 'em; The
boys give him credit, later on, when it
was talked over, fr bein' nigh about
as slick a

'
dealer as had ever showed

up from .outen town. Stood to reason
he knowed where them queens was,
holdtn' 'em 's often 's:he did, an'^as
many on 'em, but there" want nobody
cd catch him doin' any thin'- crooked..

-"'Peared like his theory o' the game"
was '£ four queens was better'n three
kings and three aces, even- when. there
wan a pair with 'em,; an' there want
nobody at.the table was likely to "put
up much of a argyment agin that fr
a ';good .' gen'ral rule, but 1Blaisdell was
called, them days, the smoothest player
in' Southern Arkansas, an' when he seen
Hanklns, was playin': queens f'r favor-
ites, 'peared like he took a sudden
fancy, like, fr kings.-

"Anyway,;he left town tol'able nigh
bankrupt. Iloaned him his boat fare,
sdoner'n to have- him stay here broke;
bavin", o' course, no thought o' gettin'
it"back, but inside of a month he. sent
me the money. - There ain't ,nothin'
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