
Bryce. "William J. Bryan and Prince
Hilkoff were among the distinguished
guests.

Mr. Bryan made the hit of the occa-
sion with a brilliant piece of word
painting, describing the glories of
peace, his text being that a noble life
is better than death on the battlefield.
Prolonged applause greeted Bryan's
oratorical effort. .*

The delegates and their ladles visited
Windsor Castle during the afternoon.
They were received by the officials and
conducted through the royal apart-
ments and gardens by special Invita-
tion of King Edward. Tea 'was served
in the

*
conservatory.

LIXBHA.V EXONERATED
BY A CORONER'S JURY

Coroner "Walsh yesterday h'cld an in-

'
CINCINNATI.iJiiIyI2S.—H.C.'- Holmes, a mer-

chant of Adams !County,Titoday, »: while \u25a0 Insane.'opened flre.upon Policeman Rosslter. The officer
returned the fire^kUllng Holmes, v-

A fold«r glTing\u0084 Btory of
-

recorery '.of :SanFrancisco. :'Large \u25a0 map of burned district. ,air-\u25a0hlp pictures, panoramic vli-ws, 20x6% Inches,
•bow. whole water front and ;unburned section'
also the » start "of,: the :\u25a0' Ore. '\u25a0:> Will;-•send any
number, any,address, * on.receipt •of 2 4 cents \u25a0 acopy. '\u25a0 Address or \u25a0 call ? Department 11, GeneralPassenger \u25a0: .ece,* Southern Pacific, •'Ferry \u25a0Build-Ing, San Francisco. \u25a0 .•

Sun Francisco • the Imperishable. Are open informally during.-the "com-pletion;of;their :building on Van Nessavenue, corner i-ofr,Bush street. , -
They

have ready -..Keeler's: "San: Francisco
Through; Earthquake and -Fire.'-'

•

Pan! ;' ElderIA{Co.

.The policy-holders of;the, Rhine an<l
Moselle Company'wlll meet at 1o'clock
tcUay at 2323 California street.

A meeting of policy-holders *ol trie
German Insurance Company of Free-
port will'be held this afternoon at 2
o'clock in Judge Troutt's courtroom In
the synagogue at Webster and Califor-
nia streets to discuss ways and means
to secure better treatment. :

Policy-Holders .to Confer.

OAKLAND, July 25.
—

The Board of
Public Works hai ordered the cancel-
ing of every policy carried on public
buildings In "welching" fire insurance
companies. Commissioner F. C. Turner
today presented a resolution -whichi
directed . Secretary W. B. Fawcett to
communicate at once with the State In-
surance Commissioner and ascertain
'what companies doing business in
Oakland were in poor. standing.

The resolution was adopted with the
decision that all policies In bad com-
panies would be canceled as soon, as
the Information reaches the board. ,

»
\u25a0 '\u25a0\u25a0*

-
Board of Works "Will Cancel Policies'

in All Bad Companies.

OAKLAXD AFTER WILCHKRS.

PORTLAND, July 25.—Horace G. Mc-
Klnley,one of the arch-conspirators in
the land frauds in this State, accord-ing to the Oregonian.-.Js -nowion his
way to San :Francisco

-
from China and

will arrive at the bay/ city within two
weeks. Since his :conviction last year
In the United States District Court: of
Oregon, along 'with S. Ai D. Puter, D.
W. Tarpley, Frank H. Walgamott *

and
Mrs. Emma L. Watson,, McKlnley;has
traveled; over a considerable portion of
the.United^States and__China. It^ii'ex-
pected .tli*t,)he iwill\"come; north and
submit to -a sentence at once on his ar-
rival at San Francisco. :

Convicted Oreson Land. Grabber '"Sorr
oi Way to Son Franclaco From

China. \u25a0' .-
'

MrKINLEYCOMI.VC HOME ,
TO RECEIVE] HIS SENTENCE

. Cooper ik Co., the stationers, 42 years
on Market St., now 1427 Fillmore nr.
Ellis. Full line blank books

The Chinese Consul General, Sun Sze
Tee, notified Chief of Police Dinan yes-
terday that a reward of $500 would be
paid for the arrest and conviction of
the persons guilty of killing Hoong
Foongr Sing on June 16 at Sacramento
and Stockton streets. Sing was delving
In the ruins of his store when he was
made the target of a brick thrown by
young hoodlums. The Chinaman died
later of a fractured skull, and Detec-
tives McMahon and Bell, after a search,
reported that his slayers could not be
found. The murdered man leaves a
wife and two children destitute In a
refugee camp inOakland.

Offers Reward (or Murderers.

Insurance Commissioner's \u25a0 Office Lo-
cated tn Union Trunt nuildlng.

Insurance Commissioner Wolf moved
his office to the Union Trust building
yesterday. His old*headquarters on
FHlmore street were not large enough
to accommodate his office force. The
new office will be open from 8 a. m.

f until 5 p. m. daily except Sundays.

WOLF MOVES HEADQUARTERS.

• .Another resolution provides that each
national vgroup of*delegates shall .ap-
ply..:'to sltslown /Government to grant
funds to aidIfuture ,conferences of the
Interparliamentary Union. :
'

Th« decision as ;to the time and- place
of /.theJnext' conference-was fleft in the
hands of the International 'council./

sltsIt
is expected that it will be held in Ber-
lin'in ;i908::;i908:: :;-.

-
, ':

- ';• -;V* \u25a0:. v • '

.-.Congressman Bartholdt Hof Missouri
read a,paper for,Senor.i Diego Mendoza.
representing Colombia, making a plea
for;Bogota, ;Colombia, :as the place for
the next.meeting, which with other In-
vitations was referred to the council.'
The 'conference- then .adjourned.; 1,.

.',. Lord -.Chancellor Y Loreburn*. presided
at ra luncheon at 'the;; House of Lords,
given :in:honor >of the 'delegates. '\u25a0;:\u25a0' Em-
bassadorj- Reid, . Paul t Cambon, ;:the
French Embassador; Count Benkendorf,
the Russian Embassador,; 'and *

\u25a0;. other
members .^of

*
.the "; diplomatic corps ;

Speaker Lowther;of the-HouseT'of;Com-
mons ;~ Home ~-iSecretary ,-;Herbert "• Glad-
stone;;. Chief .Secretary for Ireland
\u25a0;\u25a0'•\u25a0 . •' • :'.". •;.\u25a0/! • .".'\u25a0 "X* .-.

' "
;'.'-": -\u25a0s''-V ;

"'

First—Bytreaty define contraband of
war as being. restricted to arms, muni-
tions of war and explosives. . >

Second— Reassert and confirm the
principle -that neither a ship carrying:
contraband of war nor other goods
aboard such ship not contraband of
war may be destroyed. .

Third—Affirm that even belligerents'
private property should be as immune
at sea as it is on land. •
- .Th« conference also adopted a reso-
lution In'favor ;of the discussion by
The Hague conference of means to.cut
down'the "Intolerable expenditure on
armaments." 7' .'\u25a0'•

LONDON", July 26.—The conference 'of

the Interparliamentary Union, after a
prolonged debate today, adopted the
following resolutions :'\u25a0;.

The Interparliamentary Union now
assembled in London expresses the view
that the second Hague .conference
should.

Further Resolutions Are
Adopted Suggesting
Nevv War Regulations

PEACE DELEGATES
END SESSION.

The policemen
'
Va- up and the fourthugs, who had been; Joined by the

other three,^ ran; toward Vallejo-street.
Brophy's command to halt brought ifour
shots in reply.'.anditheparty separated
and was lost"in^the ruins. ;.In the mean-
time the woman and -her companion
disappeared. ?*?*It•:is ;believed that J the
woman was .struck Yin -;the .foot by a
pistol bullet,ias '"toe man *,was -seen to
assist her to.walk.,. Spots. of.blood alsowere found onUhe; street.";

The assault occurred late at night atStockton and Union streets. The Mexi-cans,. whose name could not be learned,
were picking,' their way through; the
disordered streets ,that are. shrouded in
darkness. Suddenly from the -ruins,
seven thugs emerged. Two of :themgrabbed the 'woman, and another or-
dered the man to throw up his hands.

Instead of complying with the de-mand, the man ran and was chased by
three of themen..- The other fourjthendragged the woman toward a cellarway,
when her screams attracted .the atten-
tion of Sergeant- Brophy abd Patrol-man Welch. ;- , . . ,:

After being set upon by a gang of
hoodlums intha ruins of what was once
the Italian quarter late Tuesday -night,
a Mexican -woman Iwas J seriously "

in-
jured and her man companion savedhimself from a'beatirigr by running

.away. Sergeant Brophy and Patrol-man J. B. Welch; or the Police Depart-
ment vheard the 'woman's screams |and
gravo chase to the miscreants. One of
the seven of,the gang turned and firedfour shots at.the policemen. before dis-appearing in', the ruins.

Police Pursue Miscreants
Who Fire Upon Them
and Vanish in Ruins

HOODLUMS ATTACK
MAN AND WOMAN.

Cnlifornlann in Part*.
PARIS, July 25.

—
Miss Mary Crim-

mlns of Los Angeles and Sam H. Wes-
tern of Berkeley registered at The Call-
Herald bureau today.

Frank J. Ratto and wife are. the first
couple to occupy the bridal chamber at
the St. Francis.

'
E. D. Ferrell and family of Atlanta,

Ga., are at the St. Francis.
H. F. Anderson and wife of Santa

Cruz are at the St. Francis.
Murray Howe of Elizabeth, N. J., is

at the St. Francis.
O. A. Johnson of Los Angeles is at

the Savoy.

W. H. Sykes of Drain, Or., is at the,

Baltimore.
James B. Dermbody of Goldfield is at

the Baltimore.
Charles H. Ward and wife of Pasa-

dena are at the Dorchester.
C. W. Clark and wife of San Mateo

are at the Majestic
Herbert Godwin and party of Hous-

ton, Tex., are at the Majestic.
J. H. Klnklad and wife of Virginia

are at the "Majestic , .

W. E. Ball of Revillon Freres of
New York, the largest fur house in
the world. Is at the St. Francis.

Dr. Rudolph Lasswltx and Alfred
Broker of Gotha, Germany, are at the
St. Francis.

Gay Lombard, prominent In grain,
shipping, club and social circles in
Portland, Or,, is at the Cosmos Club.

Fred M. Seller, a prominent mer-
chant of- Portland, Or., Is at the Dor-
cheater.

W. H. Wosswlch of Fresno Is at the
Majestic

J..D. Murphy of Goldfleld is at the
Majestic

J. D. Campbell of Goldfields is at the
St. Francis.

W. N. Ketchum of Chicago is at the
Dorchester.

A. H. Grunell and party of Hag-
town, Md., are at the St. Francis.

A. L. Waters and family,of Guada-
lajara, Mexico, are at the Dorchester.

John McNaught sailed yesterday, on
the steamer Senator for Cape Nome,

Alaska. \u25a0*.£ •

The freight -handlers at the Santa Fe
freight yards, Spear and Harrison
streets, walked out yesterday to get an
increase In wages. They are being
paid 22% cents an hour and want what
the Southern Pacific freight handlers
are getting on this side of the bay, 25
cents an hour.

Freight Handlers Demand: an Increase
InWages.

SANTA FE HANDS WALK OUT.

At the meeting of the policy-holders
this afternoon Van Wyck willadvocate
sending a protest- to the

*
Wisconsin

courts, asking that the policy-holders
be relieved from appearing personally
or by counsel before the Master of
Chancery at- MMilwaukee. ... - -

"Now," says Attorney Van Wyck, "ac-
cording to the safety fund law the Mil-
waukee Mechanics' has the right to' lay
aside a part of its;assets to cover its
outstanding; policies. The company has
set aside $1,600,000 for this purpose. By
doing this It *;will not have enough
money left to settle its San Francleco
losses. By a stipulation in this suit
the Ban Francisco policy-holders must
appear inMilwaukee to prove up their
claims." ;'\u25a0"-.' -

i

This suit was brought to prevent
creditors of the Milwaukee Mechanics'
from attaching the reserve fund of
$200,000 on deposit in Wisconsin. Such
a suit was supposed; to be a protective
action for the policy-holders. The as-
sured, according to their statements,
did not dream they would be compelled
to appear in Wisconsin to swear to
their claims. .

-
.The friendly suit brought' by Attor-ney E. W.

-
McGraw against the Mil-

waukee- Mechanics' Fire Insurance Com-pany to 'compel it to divide rits'reserve
fund: equally among the San Francisco
policy-holders turns out to be a wolf In
sheep's clothing, according: j,to Sydney
Van "Wyek and others of the assured,
who: are J trying to', collect Imoney >for
their losses. If the suit is decided as
McGraw petitions every policy-holder
of the. Milwaukee Mechanics' will be
forced to/ appear either' personally or
by counsel before the Master of Chan-
cery inMilwaukee to swear to his claim
against the reserve fund, of the Mil-
waukee Mechanics'. ; . \u25a0..'.'"

WillCompel Milwaukee
Mechanics' Assured, to
Prove Upin Wisconsin

SEE BOOMERANG IN
FRIENDLY SUIT.

Divorce suits were filed yesterday
as follows: r Carmen Schwartz

-
vs. A.

G. Schwartz,, husband
-
convicted of a

felony; Nathalie Sahut vs. Henry Sahut,
intemperance and -failure to provide.

Mrs. Bassett also related '
a conver-

sation she heard her husband have one
nlglit with a friend, in which Bassett
confessed his relations with other
women/- The divorce was granted.

-

Because hubby played discord in-
stead of music when his wife was about
to sing in public,, because, also, he
showed a preference for other women
and fast society, Mrs. Alyse L. Bassett
asked- for and obtained a divorce. from
the former leader of "the Louvre or-
chestra' before Judge Graham yester-
day morningr. Bernard Reginald Bas-
sett, the defendant, is now in Los
Angeles and did not appear to answer
to the charges.

Mrs. Bassett testified that when her
husband came home, after his work, if
he came home at all, he was in a state
of intoxication and that he abused her.

"Several occasions," she told the
court, "whenIwas to sing: and he was
playing: the accompaniment he. would
make discords, Isuppose for the pur-
pose of humiliating; me. Iwould talk
to him about it and his answer was
that ifIdid not like itIcould tell theJudge."

."Most men will advise, you to tell
your troubles to the policeman," sug-
gested Judgre Graham.

"The best thing foryou folks to do,"
said Judge Graham, "is to run .along
home. Mr. Laing, you had better stay
in San Francisco. You are making good
wages. Jam glad to see that you don't
want a divorce."

Allblushes and smiles, Linda Laing,

a pretty blonde, admitted to Presiding
Judge Graham yesterday morning that
she did not -want a divorce , from her
husband. She knew that, he wanted to

leave for the East and concluded that
the- best possible way of holding him
to the Pacific Coast ;was by bringing

a divorce suit. She really did not want
to lose William, so she said, and with
Judge Graham as the conciliator,. 1the
pair, kissed and made up and left the
Temple Sherith Israel in the best of
spirits.

Linda commenced her suit last week,
alleging that her husband was cruel
and also that he was Inclined to be lazy.
Some funds of his in the bank were
tied up by injunction and the case was
set for trial yesterday.

As is usual, the court wanted to know
if there was not a chance that the pair
might settle their differences, and when
Laing and his wife,came forward, hand
in hand, there was no question

'
but

they could do so.
"My husband is a carpenter who gets

$7 a day," said Mrs. Laing. "He wanted
to move East on some business propo-
sition'that was made to him. Isaid
all right, ifhe would take mamma. He,
said no, and that we would go alone."
Iconsulted a lawyer and thought the
best way was to commence a suit for
divorce."

DeclarestoJudgeGraham
That She Really Has
No Desire for Divorce

LINDA LAID GOES
BACK TO HUBBY.

When the Organized Police-Holders
mccc this afternoon at 911 Laguna

street they will receive from President
Dutton of the Fireman's Fund Insur-
ance Company and the Home Fire and
Marine Insurance Company, both of
which concerns have been compelled to
suspend business, a detailed statement
of the assets and liabilities of both
corporations. A full discussion of the
situation and of the course that will
best serve the interests of the pollcs'-

holders who were insured by either of
the companies, will take place.

The general subject has been in-
quired into by the committee of three
of the Policy-Holders 1 League that was
appointed some days ago to look into
thp condition of the Fireman's Fund
and the Home Fire and Marine Insur-
ance companies and to report. The aid
of the Policy-Holders' L«ague was
solicited by President Dutton. and the
committee of three, of which Andrew
J. Carrigan is the chairman, is looking
Into the affairs of both corporations,
asking a great many questions and
getting all the facts possible.

At a* meeting of the policy-holders'
committee with President W. J. Duttoft
yesterday, the form of procedure • to
wind up the affairs of the two corpora-
tions was discussed. Bankruptcy, in-
solvency, ordinary liquidation and ths
appointment of a trustee were con-
sidered. The assets of the company,
as they were reported by President
Dutton, were given consideration.

AT STRIAV PHOEXIX IIESIKGED.

Hundred* of Pollcy-Holdrrs Call for
Money In Vain.

Hundreds of holders "of policies of
Insurance issued by the Austrian
Phoenix Fire Insurance Company of
Vienna went to the headquarters of
the company on Post street yesterday
to consult with the representatives of
the company and ascertain whether the
intention of the company was to re-
fuse to make any payments in San
Francisco. Some were angry and some
were sorrowful. They represented large
and Email losses. They received the
came answer in every instance, which
was that the company' denies all liabil-
ity because of the earthquake that took
place in this city on April18. }

More than 900 formal notices of this
attitude were sent out to fire losers
who vainly pinned their faith on the
company when they paid their pre-
miums tor insurance.

The policy-holders held a meeting
yesterday afternoon at 1716 O'Farrell
street and decided to proceed against

the. company as soon, as possible. At-
torneys were instructed to prepare ar-
ticles of Incorporation of the associa-
tion that is to be formed.

STILL SULNG FOR IXSTTRAJfCE.

Tito Xew Actions Are
'
Commenced In

the Superior Court.

The Henry Hllp Tailoring Company
brought suit yesterday agalnßt the Wll-
liamsburgh City Fire Insurance Coxn-
prny to recover the full amount on a
$2600 policy on the stock of clothing at
SI East Third street. The total loss Is
placed at $26,000.

Mrs. R. A- Teubner sued the North
German Fire Insurance Company for
$1500, it.being the amount of insurance
on a frame buildingon Clay street, be-

1
'

tween Hyde and L.arkln.

Fund Company Today.
To vbnw Condition of the Fireman's

DUTTON' WILL. REPORT.

latest Eastern apartments, will con-
tain every, modern. convenience. 'It
will'be *;ia 'three-story and basement
frame structure with stucco finish, the
design' to:be Spanish renaissance.

Mrs. Lewis is the first to give orders
for ,improving any of the property on
Nob Hill. .The architect who prepared
the plans for Mrs. Lewis; is Kenneth
McDonald Jr.," and the building when
completed •will be managed by Mrs.
Lewis', agents, -Messrs. Baldwin &
Howell.

• *

AI'ABTMF.NT-HOUSE THAT WILL BE ERECTED BY MRS. O. LEWIS OX CALIFORNIA STREET, BETWEEN/ JONES AND LEAVEN-
WORTH. THIS IS THE FIRST ENTERPRISE THAT HAS BEEN UNDERTAKEN ON NOB HILL SINCE THE FIRE. THE BUILD-
ING WILL BE UP TO DATE IX EVERT PARTICULAR.

-

MRS.
O. LEWIS, who formerly

owned the three-story and

basement building on the

north linerof California street,
between Jones and Leavenworth, oc-
cupied as fiats, has had plans
prepared for a new building to be
erected on the same site, which will
be a valuable improvement to the Nob
Hill neighborhood. The building will
be a distinct departure, both in design
and plan, from anything heretofore
+ :—:: —:

ALLEGES DENICKE
OBEYED ORDER.

Lawyer forMan Charged
With Murder Argues
for Client's Dismissal

Ernest H. Denicke claims that his
shooting down of an unknown stranger
on the waterfront during the big fire
was Justified by reason of the procla-
mation of Mayor Schmitz. On the
ground that the order of the Mayor
was to protect San Francisco from
looting and disorder 'even by shooting
to kill former Governor" Budd declared
in his argument before Judge Lawlor
yesterday that the shooting was not
murder but merely the act of an officer
in the discharge of his duty.

It was on a motion to dismiss the
Information that the attorney was di-
recting his argument. The case was
discussed by the counsel for defense
during the entire forenoon session and
continued until Monday morning, when
Assistant District Attorney John
O'Gara will reply.

\u25a0With a shrewdness for which he is
noted Budd Interwove into his argument
not only technical points by which it
is hoped to prove that the legal pro-
ceedings are not correct, but insinuated
that the District Attorney's office has
taken this action to further some po-
litical ends.

Budd made two technical objections.

He declared that there was no deposi-
tion, as required by law, that the com-
plaint should have been in the form of
question and answer, and further that
the complaint was not laid before the
Judge as a magistrate but before the
Superior Court as' a whole. It was
further contended that no crime had
been committed, as the defendant was
acting In the performance of his duties.

The switchmen presented the follow-
ing schedule of wagag: Night foremen,
from 33 .cents to,4<\ cents 'an hour;
night helpers, from.3l cents to 35 cents
an 1hour;*day; foremen, from '.3l cents to
38 cents an hour; day helpers, from 28
cents -to/35 cents an hour.

The switchmen, under their brother-
hood rules, give sixty days' notice on
their request before taking final action.

The:congestion inj;the
*
Southern Pa-

cific freight yards in San' Francisco and
Oakland. is^felt at San Bruhq. A long
string: of boxcars has been sidetracked
on the spur

'
tracks near the

'
old Tan-

foran track. Indications are that the
railroad officials Intend to utilize the
spur tracks for freight accommodations
until the .rush orders have been re-
ceived from the San Francisco yards!

The spur connecting the loop to South
San Francisco is being repaired. A
large gang of section hands is engaged

in replacing the old ties In the 'track
with new spruce timbers.

The congestion at the racetrack sid-
ing numbers close to seventy-five box-
cars of the large type. Little is known
of the plans of the company and the
length of time that the cars will be
kept here willlargely depend upon con-
ditions at the shipping center.

. This action^ relieved a 'situation
which, in view of the heavy freight
blockade, might have still further seri-
ously interfered with the clearing the
yards now so blocked with the loaded
freight gars. \u25a0/.

Steps toward helping to relieve the
freight congestion were taken yester-
day at la special meeting of the Oak-
land Chamber of Commerce transporta-
tion committee. The Southern "Pacific
Company advised the committee that
much of the trouble was due to the
failure of consignees to take their
freight promptly. \u25a0

The company asserts Its ability to
place from 200 to 225 cars a day on Its
Kirkham-street tracks in such position
that they can be discharged. From
sitxy-flve to eighty-five cars containing
miscellaneous consignments can also
be handled daily, the company claims.
Secretary Edwin Steams willprocure a
list of the leading consignees of Oak-
land, Berkeley and *Alameda and send
a letter requesting expedltious-removal
of freight. The Southern Pacific Com-
pany will be urged- to have all freight
consigned to Oakland cut out at Ogden
or Sacramento and sent direct to Oak-
land.

The raise is to date from August 1,
and* the men have returned to work.
Those who walked out on Tuesday
evening formed, a committee, composed
of Henry Marks, V. Cameron and Rob-
ert Downey, who arranged a settle-
ment.with the company..The freight handlers both at Kirk-
ham street and at the Peralta street
platforms haveiagreed to the company's
schedule; which grants overtime at the
rate of half an -hour for sixteen min-
utes to half hour and an hour's pay for
thirty mlnutes'to. an hour of work.'

The new rate applies to freighthand-
lers throughout the city. \u25a0>'
. Work was resumed .throughout the
yards , as soon as the company's de-
cision had beer* given to the men.-'

.Hardly had the news of the settle-
ment of the freight handlers' strike be-
come known than the switchmen em-
ployed in the Oakland yards announged
that they would: quit at the tend of
sixty days unless their wages are in-
creased. The demands have been sent
to the officials of the company and are
being considered.

The strike of the Southern Pacific
Company's freight handlers ended yes-
terday afternoon when their employers
granted <*the men the' raise In wages
they demanded. This will probably
solve the freight congestion difficulty
immediately. ItIs expected that things
will move as before In the

•
local and

Oakland yards of the company, and that
merchant* will . now receive their
freight without delay.

PRESENT DEMANDS

Men WillGet a Raise in
Wages, but Switch-
men May Walk Out

FREIGHT HANDLERS'
STRIKE ENDED.

There are several witnesses to the
burning of the Alcazar and all agree

that at the time in the afternoon it
caught fire the great sea of flame to the
northeast was many blocks away.

The fire from the theater spread
quickly through at the rear to the fur-
niture houses of Breuner & Co. and the
Cordes Company, and later leaped
across O'Farrell street and down to-
ward the Phelan building.

The St. Francis later was caught in
the gripof this fire and itwas not until^
the fire,starting at the 'Alcazar Theater.*
had eaten as far as Taylor street on
one sld«, Sutter on the other and Mar-
ket on the third side of a great triangle

that itJoined with the great fire coming

over from Chinatown.

The earthquake clause, to which the
dishonest insurance companies look to
relieve them of the necessity of paying
their flre loss claims in San Francisco,
will be found an incomplete subterfuge
for the companies insuring property on
the gore of land bounded by Market.
Sutler and Taylor streets. For several
days Detective Sergeant Ed Gibson of
the Police Department has been aiding
policy-holders to obtain their insurance
by appearing before the adjuster of the
companies and testifying that the fire
which destroyed the property on the
land above mentioned started in the
Akazar Theater on the afternoon of
April IS.

This fire, which was either of acci-
dental or incendiary origin, started
when the main fire was still many

blocks away at Stockton and Pine
streets. Gibson was walking down
OFarrell street on Wednesday night

toward the Alcazar when a volume of

smoke burst from that theater and a
sheet of flame sprang skyward. A
number of soldiers emerged hurriedly

from the building.

ORIGIN UNKNOWN

Big Blaze Was Still
Several Blocks Away

Theater inFlames When

ALCAZAR FIRE IS
POLICY-HOLDERS.

THE SAN FRANCISCO CALL,' THURSDAY, JULY;.26, \1906.

Mr£0.Lewis Is toErect Weil-Appointed Three-Story Building

Apartment House WillGrace Nob Hill

The whole building, which is to be
constructed on the lines of the very

constructed in San Francisco, and, as
the cut shows, is to be very attrac-
tive.

The structure will contain twelve
apartments, eight of which will con-
sist of four rooms and bath, and four
of which willcontain seven rooms and
bath. The basement, which willbe well
lighted and perfectly ventilated, con1

tains the servants' quarters and store-
rooms.

Personal.

#:CHINESE GAMBLER FINED.— Ah Jimkeeper of the fantan resort
'on Brenham plaea

that was, raided last »Mk by Police Captain
Duke who bayyed eight players, was fined »30yesterday by Jadfe SbortalL Th« players wer«released because of lack of evidence.

Choux had been refused a drink InLlnehan's place and afterward led an
assault by his friends on Linehan andhis bartender. \ •

quest Into the death of Henry Choux.who died from the effects of a blow re-
ceived In a saloon row at Twenty-sixth
and Bryant streets. The jury returneda. verdict that It wa» lrapossible'to de-
termine whether Choux's death was
caused by the blow from a club wieldedby J. J. Unehan. proprietor of the sa-loon, or from the fall of Choux fromthe roof. The jury also found that
Llnehan was justified 'ln defending his
life and -property and exonerated htmfrom all blame in the matter
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Commercial Union Assurance Company, Limited... Commercial Unioni fire Insurance Company of New York
• Palatine Rre Insurance Company, limited

Alliance Assurance Company, Limited
Norwich Union Tire Insurance Society
Indemnity Fire Insurance Company of New York

SAN FRANCISCO. July 25. 1908.
.At the request of the above named companies and as. their counsel. w»

make the following: statement of their position in regard to San Francisco
earthquake conflagration -losses.

-
Before the coming: to California of the representatives of the companies,

the latter had been advised both by their counsel in England and here that,
under and by virtue of the terms of their contracts with their policy-holders,
they, were not liable for any losses occasioned bjj, or through, or of which
the earthquake of April 18 was either directly or indirectly the cause, and
their directors had been advised that the payment of such losses would make
them pecuniarily answerable to the stockholders of the companies. The di-
rectors are also of the opinion that In the administration tof the funds of tho
companies they are charged with the obligation to no handle their assets as
to protect the claims of policy-holders in other Jurisdictions against such a
wastage thereof as would. In the event of great fires 1 elsewhere. Impair th«
protection ouch other policy-holders would otherwise have.

-The principal question -which the companies -are at this time called
upon to decide is whether or not having contracted for.exemption for losses
occasioned by or through, or caused directly or indirectly by earthquake, they
are. under the circumstances., liable. They have been advised that under tb«
decisions of the American courts the meaning and legal effect of these policy
exemptions have been clearly settled, and that. In the light of these authorU^^tive adjudications, it must ultimately be held thau In the main, the losses zJO
which claims are now made against the companies are not within th«* pro-^
tection of their policies

—
that they were occasioned by or through, or directly*

or indirectly caused by the earthquake. And that there was extended earth-
quake damage resulting from the

-
shock independently of the fire that fol-

lowed can be easily established and that the fires which destroyed the prin-
cipal portion of the city were caused either directly or Indirectly by th»
earthquake is also . susceptible of proof. That the earthquake cut off the
water supply of the city is a conceded fact, and that the conflagration which
destroyed the city was the result of the spreading of fires which but for
the absence of such supply could and would have been controlled can cer-
tainly be established. If there might otherwise be doubt upon this point
the repeated declarations of the dally papers, editorial ar»d otherwise. th<*
latest only yesterday, should settle it. That under these circumstances the
primary cause of the conflagration and resulting losses was the earthquake
would seem not to be an arguable proposition. And their examination, since
coming here; Into the history of the catastrophe of April 18 and the days
following has more than -confirmed the" understanding of the companies'
representatives that If there had been no earthquake there would have been
no conflagration and that San Francisco would not have been destroyed. It
is the opinion of these gentlemen and their counsel that to find otherwise
would be to disregard the contemporaneous public utterances of representa-
tive officials and of the press of this city, and to sny that that which has been
conceded upon all hands is, in fact, not so. So far as the companies are at
present advised, the only answer to the contention that the conflagration
which destroyed San Francisco was caused either directly or Indirectly by
the earthquake and therefore that the companies are not liable, is that al-
though it Is generally understood that If there had been 'no- earthquake the
city would not have been destroyed, yet the conditions here are such that San
Francisco juries to whom the question will be submitted will, with the ap-
proval of the courts, find otherwise. This may be no. but until It so happens
the companies and their counsel will contlnu* to believe that w»at Is gen-
erally understood tb be the truth can be proven. If the companies are not
misinformed, official reports which, in the event of litigation, can be pro-
duced, will, with other available proof, make evident that which Is so well
known as to amount to an historical truth. So much for the general situa-
tion here.

Coming, now to the course which the companies will pursue In relation
to individual losses, their intention

*may be broadly stated as follows: It
Is the desire of the companies to make good the actual loss suffered Inevery case In which legal liabilityIs not doubtful. It is not possible at thla
time to specifically name the particular cases falling within this class, but
we will say that it is our understanding that there are such losses and as to
these the companies will pay in full upon the ascertainment and adjustment
of the amount of flre loss as contradistinguished from earthquake dama_*
unaccompanied by flre. Upon the other hand, there are numerous cases
which buildings were substantially destroyed before the flre reached theeT
and as to these and .their contents the companies being clearly not responsible,
liability will be disclaimed.

Jln another class of cases the evidence in the possession of the com-panies' counsel shows conclusively that the flre which destroyed the property
was the direct and Immediate result of the earthquake shock, and as to all
such cases the companies will decline to recognize liability. Again. In othercases the fire by which Insured property was destroyed can be traced directly
back to an earlier flre, which latter can be shown to have been caused directly
by the earthquake, and for losses of this kind the companies will not recog-
nize liability. Such losses were caused Indirectly by the earthquake andare within the express exception of the policies. To what we have already
said we think it proper to add that notwithstanding the statements of some
of the San Francisco papers and of attorneys for some of the claimants to
the contrary, the law bearing upon the contract exception, upon which the
companies will In these cases rely. Is not at all uncertain, and that the only
possible question in any case willbe as to whether or not the loss for whichthe claim Is made resulted either directly or Indirectly from the earthquake
shock. The companies have. Independently of the advice of the undersigned,
the -.opinion of leading counsel in this country and in England to the effect
that In every case in which the flre by which any particular piece of property
was destroyed can be traced back to the earthquake as the original cause
the law holds them not liable. \ .

In addition to the several classes of cases "to which we have alreadyreferred, the visiting,representatives of: the .companies find that there are
localities which were -burned in which the primary fire was not caused by
the earthquake, but as . to which It Is probable that.. If the water supply of
the city-had 'not been cut off. the actual destruction would have been limitedThe extent," however, to which in these localities the primary flre 'could, or
would have: spread." even If there had been water. Is a question- as, to which
there may. be honest difference of.opinion, and as to losses In such* localities
it will be the endeavor of the companies 'to reach adjustments upon somaequitable basis which (may be mutually satisfactory. '\u25a0-.-.,..

It is also the understanding of the companies* representatives that
there Is one portion of the city In which there was available water but Inwhich, owing to the demands upon the flre department at other points, fires
which were started from causes other, than the earthquake extended into a
district-destroying conflagration. As :to losses which reaulted from theaespread fires, it is the understanding of the companies that they are notliable, as such losses would not have occurred but for the earthquake andthat therefore, under section 2628 of the Civil Code of this State the com-panies cannot be held responsible therefor. "With these losses however as
with those of the class last considered, there may be honest difference as to
the territorial extent to which, under normal conditions, the primary flrawould have extended, and as to all such losses it is the desire of the companies
to give every assured the benefit of the doubt and to reach satisfactory ad-justments- wherever possible. ?"-**

In those cases In which the companies cannot reach settlements alo'Jsthe lines already suggested, they must permit the courts to say what theTrliability Is. To admit responsibility In such cases would possibly they araadvised, result in stockholders' suits against their directors In the English
courts, which unswayed by other than legal considerations might both inthe jury box*and upon the bench, taka a view of this San Francisco con-flagration which could result In heavy adverse pecuniary judgments againsttheir directors. They will, therefore, let all doubtful cases In which settle-
ment based upon fair compromise considerations. cannot be reached go to suit.The companies desire to call the attention of their policy-holders to thefact that claims against the companies are very numerous and that thereforenecessarily considerable time willbe consumed In looking into them but that
the work will be pressed forward as rapidly as possible and it Is hoped that-patience willbe exercised -In this connection. v

In each case in which six or more companies ar» Interested In the loss
the claim willnot be taken up until the proof of loss has been dealt with by
the general committees appointed for that purpose and the comnanlßq h»v.
finished Investigations which they are making Independently of the

*
5£E

mlttees In taking up claims for adjustment appointments will be made withdamans and notices will be given by mall, fixing the time and place atwhich claimants, can meet the companies* adjusters.
p«»co at

Itwill doubtless happen In many cases that claimants are representedby counsel. The representatives of the companies having In hand the ad-justment of claims will In all cases meet the claimant personally" but wlflnottake up adjustments with claimants' couns«l. -Claimants acting through at-torneys are referred by the companies to the undersigned, who will dVal with
all such cases. VAN NESS & DENmJn'*—————————
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