
with whlA he,inak'es change would
cause many a man? with the;. full use
of his faculties to make -upfhlsjmlnd
to brushiiphis^ mental arithmetic; ;.

The other day; a: $30' piece was sent
speeding: nlong.:the wire to; the offlce,
accompanied by a- check for a 18-cent
purchase.;",- With '-the check came a' re-
quest that $5 of the change be in small
silver. :Mr. Thomas happened to be at
the desk at:the jtime. His bookkeeper
offered, tq.-make, the' change.

"

Not at all!
Mr. Thomas ehoßeUordo it'himself, and
he did! The customer' certainly had
his request for small ,silver,"granted.
Thenj were nickels and dimes and quar-
ters, whole, bunches

"•ofs them, enough
to :perplex and :confound any! one- but
Mr. Thomas. .. , . , ,'

The stock of-the store ia under, tho
personal supervision of.this keen busi-ness man.'. '..When stock is taken it ia he
who oversees &the

-
work.:":-,-• There ,;cer-

t&lnlyfis-a place, for everything'-in.his'
ui.ique :shop; and," what ;\b .more :unrusual, .everything, is In Its .place. .Such
order is imperative. Without It Mr.
Thomas would be- completely-at > sea—,
with .it.he is ablfe 'to lay:his,hands on
anything at.a moment's notice. ; ,•

"A man stopped;there the other-day'ln
searchof a certain kind: of,hinge.- The
clerk Informed him that :they -had! none
on hand. Disappointed." and{anticlpat-
ing'atripiinto.town, the customer," who
was a\u25a0'• personal! friend -of Mr..Thomas,
wtnt back.tojthe offlce. ,

" • :
? '^Hello,^Mr.;Thomaf.V ;.•,;y- '* \ .
VThc quiet:man 'at'the-deskV turned

and:paused Just .a s perceptible /second.
Then, 4:with4,ai smile; of.'welcome :\"Oh,
it'sMr.-.BlankJ?.How', doyou do?" , • \u0084'
If-came .positively ..and; definitely,

wlth^'no suggestion* ofipossibility. /of
mistake. "What can ;'I;do";for you
dny?",-: '.' •y..-" ;̂^-i-."f •'.v---::^;;,,-.-':--, --,%'^'-
;;. ;;Nothing, I'm.afrnld.. -Tour Btock has
ruh;low.- I

"

wanted }some;hlnffes. :;but
:the vclerk i,t«lls -m«,lyou;re -all-out -jof!
thorn.',""; Another:pr\ure.» :::'• , \u25a0 ;. .

."Aiv- you sure?,^l. think:we have
thorn." ; \u25a0

\u0084
\u25a0

:-vii.'-'-.':-vii.'-'-.' '. '. :
- '. '

*
-;' .'..- .''\u25a0\u25a0.\u25a0,

AVitli a
"
quick.

'
detf rniin'od" r.-.o.ve , Mr.

Itgrew slowly at, first. The systems
obtaining in ordinary^shops run; by
ordinary men of ordinary attainments
were not suited to the new condition*.
W. B. Thomas was the new owner of
'the shop.' and as such he was deter-
mined to know the minutest details
of the business. '•

To achieve this there
were ma4y things to be "considered.
First of all a cash register was needed,
one which

'"
suited ,his peculiar case.

According ,to :Mr. Thomas' idea the
register should Joe in the office, not on
a counter in the shop and should: be
accessible to two - people only-—his
bookkeeper, and himself.

•
To accom-

plish this n special; machine was con-
structed with special levers, keys and:
drawers. •\u25a0 Some of,the r keys at-regular
Intervals have, been covered with-sand
paper. :so that Mr. Thomas ca»A readily
and Instantly place .them. His'manipu-
lation of- this machine and the facility

aark days, for his trouble camo to him
only about twenty years ago. Before
that Mr. Thomas knew the beauties
of nature as well as the rest of us,
and perhaps to him they meant, more.
The delicate colors of the winging,
hummingbird, the wonders of the af-
terglow of the setting sun.' -the smile
of a little child jiad all" had their In-
fluence upon his mind.', .'Perhaps it is
that Influence that still prevails and
makes . his personal and home life
a Joyous thing. An accident in a tnlnf
shut a naturally active and Intelligent
mind In upon Itself, as it were, and
dependent upon Its own resources. '

That, these resources, wore endless it
takes but a few moments' visit to the
grocery shop to discover.

Eight years ago there was" a small
business there for sale and Mr.Thomas
bought, lt..4

".And every one knows, the
retail grocery business Is a most diffi-
cult one to manage, the hardest to or-
ganize into system. This even to a man
possesed of all his faculties, to' say
nothing of one deprived of the chlefect
of them. -Nothing daunted, however,
Mr. Thomas went to work.

Operates a Cash Register.
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Tkomas^ieft /the offlee. .He.' walked
down, the center of the snop, pivtng;the
impression 'as he: went .that :,ho ,";wa'a
measuring; his idlstanceibyKtha 1.number
of jsteps ;taken;in: a; certain
Then^ turning;abrupiiyj to:the]rlglit ĥo
walked In;the same manner toward the
hc.rdwareVrdepartment.'; ;Up-. wentvone
hand,' an;Individual nervous hand,*; one
a:palmi3ti would like,to readAtouchlng
ever;so! lightly.two or threelboxes.Tonly
to •move ?quickly • on^ to another. *rAll;at'
once?" 'he^stbpped^: and "pulled.^out *> the
drawer. ;,:;.vi»n*tJ this '-what iyouS, want?"
hr^ asked, l. around.':?/ The Vcus-
tomer IwasIsaved ;a\tripldowntown' and
Mr.'vThomar had scored >a polntr:

' -
:!In this cohhectlori,; 'one cannot butinbr= tice f the 'iand attention
shown .Thomas by.his [employes,) tin at

-
tention!accorded ".not:so much!to(an^at-
;fllct*d'fellow,<man 'as to.an^lritlmato
friend.

" There are about ten\- of.-them
and :'- every ~one.'if romp: the -.bookkeeper;
who;; Is5his 5right y_hand jbower.11o the
boyiwhOj.VpoHsbesiup- the? handled of;the
iblff^front:door".^watches and["wa|ts :upon
hlsfe.mploVcr .withiafpersonal? interest.' l
Every "!obstacle-7ti;; chair; in~hls> way. ia
box-qrjatepladdcr." anythingUhat.woiild
iii^an.v^v.-ay.MCta.rdVor.MtMpeile- liiiii"iand
so'makc.liis ;afflictlon-'iii«>reiUce";ilyi ftilt

:;-.'; Mr.'• Thomas .-( ls \ more ;than, anything
else;ian^ lnventive^ genius.-' .'Ajidvhis is
the isort of;invention; that Jsjpractical-f—
the:kind 'that "sa\ es people 'work. '."The
entire .system; upon .which he ;runs -his
establishment.^ is _ anVoriginal>4one .and
has <beenjadded to gradually* through
theieightFyearsJof; his business career,
until;;;hef,has it to/ its -present
state:6f. rperfcction. ;. \u25a0

\u0084

';Inl"the'.Thomas system the. bookkeeper,
hasjnoiledgersito.cpnfusc-r

—
no -daybooks

to
-

perplex.IHe ."has the
.keeping ofIthe; accounts ;untUnbalancing,

has Jbecome fa'^recreation 1and ;drawing
tipJ, statements -"child's|pluy.V^The
register -"is his idally]cashbook.,rei?is ter-
itJCriiot :ibnly"Ealc>«., but- actTfal ;i:a.sli re-,

col ved nr.il caisli :n.iid o:it. ,I'he- tiia'ls

—is quickly and quietly removed. Not
that- therei is

I
;anything^ Instills^man's

make- up rthat suggests dependence. On;
the contrary,\it' is -an Impression; of,in^"
herent? strength Vand? self-contained j-re^
serve,;" that one \u25a0 "receives

•' after^a- ;Ji few.
mlnutes'J conversation .with:"him.i-r And
tnis impression";; is :confirmed""^after
watching' the";speed and: precision :.wlth
which: he :makes ihis "unguided." trips
through \u25a0'• the big;-store:-.

Invents Business System."

MANY
hamea,' illustrious and .other-

wlye,. 'have 'been" rescued „from
v.obUvlon-by: comparatively; trivial

\u25a0 . --
The story runs that .Brougham, on

'.being ,rallied .by,tho;Iron Duke as*, a
!mahi whose .name^.would

'go".down;, to
;posterity; as. a^great: '-lawyer," statesman,
:etc..'>hut'.-"who would

-
be

best Jcnown? by the^name of the car-
riage' Uhatlhad^ been christened .after
'him,',' retorted :that 7therDiake's \name
would . noVdoubtf be :,handed '< down*,to
.posterity; ay that \of a; great .general
and

"
the .;hero ioffa 'hundred btttlet, but

that" he would jb,e best "remembered iby.
a particular ;kind of-boot named > after
him. fTProWijhi nniiiii'n/trry

•\u25a0The^cobbler whoj after the-Welling-
-ton' boot ;; -appeared, .seized - upon, the
;Idea;of"placing^ a',;Blucher boot

~
upon

the market.' 'made 'a- large fortune
therefrom.

'

..Sailors; will n«ver_let; die Admiral
Vernon's ;nickname of "Old Grog" (so
called?- by reason/ of \the, breeches he
wore, made ofti'grogram. .a mixture
of. silk.and' mohair). In the aam«: given
;by\,thj»m"ito|vthe -rum ;\u25a0 that X*

'
ordered

to be with ;water. .;The name
of another ;drlnk-^negus— has stir-1
ylved- from- the 'time,of;'Queen^ Ann*,
when* lt.was the fdvorite.of one Colonel
Ncgua. More common than either.

however, 1m tbe name "sandwich," In
memory of Lord Sandwich: who,.ln-
vented, Itas a means af taking: a nasty
lunch while -engaged in his duties at*
the admiralty office.. Hobrfon. the Cambridge letter-car-
rler-on whom Milton wrote twoshort
poems,', wlljprobably always be better
remembered through the expression!
"Hobson'a According tr>'
fiteele. in the SpaeUtor, the carrier
kept a certain number of horses in his'
stables. --which

'
were *\u25a0 so arranged ,«' that

each should be taken out in turn, the
choice ;being between the horse stand-
ing*;next;the stable door at the tlm«—'
"that; or none."
.^Certain towns and districts, too, such*
as -Xeres, Oporto. Champagne and Bur-
gundy, are "• -

probably best known
'

through the' productions named . after
them:'ln;fact. the two latter provinces'
ceased r'to"exist after the substitution
of 'departments for 'the old proviness.i
before the days of the Frtnchr«volu-j
tion7 /Cayenne" Is undoubtedly "known'
better: outside France for the ;red-p«p~?
per It produces than for being,the 10-Jcality ;to "which French

"

convicts' ar<I
transport •<!." while the 'town of Cosnac. •
in "France, owes ,itIcelebrity solely to
the, brandy distilled -from fit? -grapes.;*

Cologne Is7, perfiaps. raor* famous forj
It*manufacture of »»*u d-» colojn« Uian

!

for its niacniiicsnt cathadrsX

\u25a0 hla- ledger and; the 'result of the com-
bination "Is that/ at a- moment's notice

tejstate of.tha.'tinances ofthe W._ lt.
lomas Company. can" be ascertained. „,
Itut hlt« .greatest pride—his greatest

labor savins device is hi* adding ma-
chine, . which" occupies the"?place of
honor In the office. The agent '"who- made
that particular. sale- must' b«va wonder.
Thetask of"selling an adding: machine
to V blind man Is not on th* faoe :of. It
an.easy oi\.an* alluring oqe.' It was. necessary to"malic the prospective.pur-
chaser: see with;th»; agent's eyes while
fcellnsr at. thc

i
same time* with.his. own

tinkers. However, the salesman had an;
easy .job. Mrr'Tftbrnas' keen perception

'
recognized atonce that tiire,was a ma-:

vchine
t
v/hleh.ir.lt could be made practl-;

cal. would be of inestimable assistance
tn :-him In simplifying the >office work j
and in enabling,him. to render atate-
iment3"of: accounts Jhlmself. Th«' order

was sriven and created, a>ommot lon In
the company's .headquarter*". .Allsort*
and .kinds 'of uiiii|tie machines had been
made- to /order,,' but this; was the first;
and as far as -In known is the only* add-;
ing made for the- individual'

, use of,.the;.bllnd,v The, que^tton was;'
'"

how could-. lttbe)made practical? ',HowVcould;sueh:a?ma'chine meet oil the;re--
'quirements .^demanded "of. It? Nimble
wits ..went

'
to' work and brains were

cudgeled In. the. determination to make
'• this as far as \ possible {a^perfect mi-

v.chine for; the especial use "for which 'It*
'", was/- designed.; \u25a0 At last.' after, four
.;months? Tit'arrived.' Never 'In his most
/'sanguine '

had
'

Mr. Thomas
dreamed \u25a0 of.such' an aid in

'
mechanical

-device.';-.. For "rone -"^who" could
'
not .see,

e therewa»"of necessity some distinction
"to.

"
b? .' made

'ln~-]tlic* keys. '\u25a0 \u25a0 There- we're
117 of them.*.•;• Accordlngly'some "of them,
were made convex.^ some contave. some
surfaces' were ;Vsmooth., pothers.- rough.
Then, there were two,relief keys. Plac-

7lng. \u25a0;\u25a0-hi*\ littleV fingers oa^.these. Mr.
-'Thomas. 'had^his' beajrlngJ". and In?less
-tfine;than -It'takes ;tb.tell a)jout it he

["can" reel .out a statement while xou\walt.
'.••lThonias should'cbpy right many of his •

".Ideas" for :reYlucing^work "to a; minimum,
\u25a0;and r'eiucidatlng.'the^TntricacleSj'of book-

k«*pmg; -One day not long agfo a man
came injo the office and wanted a hur-
ry-up statement of his account with th«
-J7- B. 'Thomas /Company. No;one..was
In the office at the time but Mr.'Thomaa
iVpd-a clerk who knew nothing* of the
t^ooks- or the accounts. /-

'"Wltfiout hesitation Thomas located
.« he customer's number on the file. Af-

Pr
that it was plain nailing. The clerk

ml out tnn. dates- aml.ltemjp while Mr.
tomaa jotted them down on the add-
gr

\u0084 The" man ha«J alroady paid $10 .oh*
jjecount.'.an;l this was credited by the
J»dj»i»tni»'nt of rfd carbon in the'ma-
vliine. A twist of tin* handle, and' the
-.thing1 wa» finished. The account com-
rutet« to datt* was drawn out. Thomas
stamped the slip with a rubber stamp,"

\u25a0.Copied after his letterhead and handed
th«v statement over

—
atl done within

j^fve minutes. There Is probably not
\u25a0another store In the country where
-''his feat could b*» duplicated in tht»-
v»»me: given time.
;;„Ans»werlng.thf telephone, of course.
;in a simple matter. The b«lt rlnjcs, and
:4lr.\Ttiomas starts Immediately for the
/instrument. Perhaps It Is only an in--
'lulry,»»- to*th« stock. In -which case
Mie party*!* told to hold, the line, and
*.lr. Thomas starts off inquest of the'

Ji«»slr<»«l article. Perhaps; however. It
|« a I6ngr :order being: sent in ov.er thef.vlr«. "Then, comes a- quick, buzzing
yioiitid.and without a .word or question!
fthc bookkeeper :drops her work ami'
|get* ready with pencil and order book.'
;Air.-;;Air.-;Thomas xlmply repeating the or-.

\u25a0 d»r once. This buzilng attachment to'
the" telephone was 'an inspiration and,
dlsperiaes with much extra work an-l'
confusion. The" bookkeeper goes :on

',unit tly with her work regardless
what Mr. Thomas may, be doing at the

\u25a0<l^sknt«xj toher. But the'moraent th«j
l>:izrer vcalls she knows that she Is:
wonted. •

It is needless to say that th# man
at the head of.this establishment is a^
man of advanced methods and pro-,
gresxive Ideas. There is absolutely!
nothing "old fogy" about him. He Is

•
a .'strong, eonsolidatlonlst and has for;
some time been the president of ,tb<»
Central Improvement Club of Oakland.'
a-maii who has the confidence and re-
spect of all who know him.
"Sovthrongh the darkness of twenty
years. Mr. Thomas has come to see the 1
light—he has come to "see the stars
shine

"
through .his '•" cypress 4 trees"—

those trees whose thickly interwoven k
branches have., thrown such shadow*
.over' his ;life.'JHow many of us, grop-
ing tii the same Impenetrable darkness,
would have ,made the .record for

-
our-

selves that he has made?

THERE;MAY+BE SOMETHING INA NAME AFTER ALL

Many and varied have been the de-
partures and- fines followed by the
blind, where it has been necessary for
the Individual to make a living. But
did you ever hear or know of a man,

for twenty years shut up within him-
self, organizing and ably conducting a
large grocery?

There is such a man in Oakland. His
name Is W. B. Thomas. The unprcten-

tlou* two-story building where he con-

ducts his business gives no indication
of the work going on inside. The W.
B. Thomas Company sigh above th«
door may mean everything or It may
mean nothing. Itmay be merely the
name of the corporation or "WV B.

Thomas may be the presiding genius

himself. And so he turns out to be.
lir. Thomas i« *man who makes his
personality felt the moment he gives

you his hand. You know, because you

have been told, that the eyes behind

the dark glasses are sightless, but you

have at the same time a queer, not
l£.ltcgetber comfortable, feeling that
they are looking you through and

through. Any one who lives con-
stantly In that atmosphere must willy

nillybe conscientious and square.

It is that same force of personality,

tfcat carried him throusl* the first

nAN'Y men and women afflicted
with blindness have had that
affliction mitigated and soft-
ened by the invention and

practical appliance of mechanical de-
vices. For years, ever since th« first
crude effort was made to enable these
helpless on?s to read, busy minds have
been at work, giving their fullpower*

to the service of the less fortunate
part of humanity around them. This
scientific and persistent endeavor has
reaped a rich harvest, the fullness of
which has not even yet been reached.
But the laborers In the field have al-
ready had the satisfaction of seeing
other men and women, who, from.acci-
dent or other misfortune, "have

'
been

shut out frtSm the sunlight and other
beautiful things of life, readings and
writing, playing musical Instruments
snd using tools, no longer a burden to
themselves or to connecte4 with
them. \u25a0

t
Helen Keller haß stood for some time

the public eye as the highest type
development in an individual handi-

capped by unseeing eyes. In her case
«o much has been written and so much
more has been naid that people gener-
ally have come now to regard her
blindness as a mere external, hardly

to be considered in the light of an af-
fliction. Mies Keller, of course, reads
and writes fluently. The Intricacies of
the typewriter have long since been

mastered by her. She enjoys the di-
versions of several musical instruments
and is an Accomplished linguist. To
her and to thousand; •of other "soul

darkness" is a thing of the past.

The first departure made in the effort
to raise the curtain of eternal darkness
was to put the world.* literature at the
fingers' tips of those who dealt in dark-
ness, for it was through the ends of
the fingers that light, if light there
was to be. must come. Books and sets
of volumes in embossed lettering ar?

now printed by the thousand, and the

blind man or woman who cannot read
today is regarded with but little more
tolerance than their equally illiterate
brothers or sisters who double their
negatives and insist upon coupling sin-
gular verbs with plural substantives.
From music of course the sightless eye

cannot divorce any one. The Insight and
power that are required to bring great

harmonies from string and key do

not depend upon an optic nerve. Type-
writinghas opened an avenue of rapid
writingto the blind as well as to those
to whom the opening of a flower means
something or the combination of colors
put together by a master's hand speaks

a message.

Agnes Foster Buchanan

THEtf-SA^

WITHOUT EYES, HE LOOKS AFTEREVERY DETAIL OF A
BIG BUSINESS


