o J

WL L

~Thee

L
\

—AILO
MWATCH INBG

“AN ALBATEOSS

EToup was made aquite acecidentally.

! The expedition was seelking new speci-

where "vor\' deep
The rancient™ m‘r ‘sees ©
ates - fall  ong-b ©, swhid
on, a -death “in’ life, Vufnf_j{'v bis,
heart goes oud ine affcotion . to . the
water-snakes,  the. beatticul  creatdres’
of "the calm, and his love.for these
things lifted the curse from his
His tongue was-loosed in prayer,
in began_ to pour, the. dead al-
s dropped from his neck and’
saved
weirdest of all weird sea tales
rammed full of thrilling events, so
7 and varied .that. one could mnot
1ich on them all without repeat-
ing the whole poem; but throughout
the fanciful Wweave, the old’legend o N
the albatross as a powerful' spirit, sugs

. Tl1oug!1 sailors will not hurt the al-
- batross, Lhoy haw» n2-objection to hav-

p 2 ; ! 3 ing.a’ little fun "with™} it, - semetimes

the she o of , T : : 3 £ f S ... .cdlthinglit; on ;a ‘hook and line. ', When

but he ) : Y " VT R A s R g ‘“the=bird.follgws the ship, datting after
oud« rever i ¢ . : 3 ST ik : = s, iR i mhnq of food  thrown ‘out by the .cook,
icel f . the et <y : 3 : Bt : S i 7 they. often throw out a  hook baited

; ; : ; - «with_a piece,.df salf pofk as big as a
most 1kful to m A i J o : O e ¢ : TR walnut. The valb_gtross' ca;_ches‘ it

for dis€overi the ‘hatural e * greedily, “but .the hook sticks ‘in its

the bird of romance ‘and bill, and presently i; becomes aware of
were, releasing the poor, being pulled r’ently and firmly toward

f ‘the sailor from its the ship. it will spread its - wings

: flight. But Jack, and allow itself to he pulled in so eas-

still "in the ; flesh, would almost ily that a-light twine is sufficient to

... 4o the work. . Ohce on deck. the bird

to kill the bird that may be an 4 ; : ¥ i e ! “Is qulte helpless except for its strong
friend following Mhim. d i ¢ e S T [ X ! i : +'bill, which it will use for biting un-

: S . - by 2 : b " mercifully.  Taking the bird careful-

Ancient Mariner’s Punishment. 15 by the meck. to get out- ot the way’
Readers of .Coleridge. will - remember Cof -its" fierce bill,"the-sailers then. ex-

frightful punishiment overtook 11-((;&(3 th& hook,.whlch they Ll:ﬂm

drt’ the , "albatro§s’ in* the .

So the old story went,

soon Kill one of h own shipma'tes

the anclient riner wlo ad done a
helilsh' thing” and Killed ‘the "bird 'of

JgtEhigTit go, they oftén’

good  ome the albatross - that - had
split the ebergs and made the “good

south wind'spring up behing His ship- .

mateés for a ‘time ‘are incl d to think
he ‘did well in” Kiiling tue bird- that

brought the fog and 'mist, but when

th see . ¢alamity following the deed,
they tie the dead bird around %the.an-
cient mariner's neck, thus throwing
the whole guilt on. him.© But the
spirit of the albatross, which at first
they hailed like -a Christian-soul
and then wantonly kilted, followed
them from the mist and snow to the

distressed sallors
avenging itself for their heartless in-
gratitude, ‘oea ‘like a red thread. ' So ba.t.ross relent: ahd take away its curse

and far the poem touows the old superstl-
The thought of making the al-

stle aloud‘ﬁlﬂ s neck’ a - little  copper:
pldte, ‘on"witich thﬂx have stamped the
due.,tbe phoe and ‘the nsme of ‘the
Then. thoy throw the albatross

. “overboardiand it s not long in finding
>, ftself,» spfeading . its ‘broad,  snowy

wlnxs.?h the “breeze " and “vanishing*

{ inlthe ,dr_sttnce.. perhaps to bear the

 messdge. to.. some  other ship. *._ In-A

esh gre kndwn where 2 d..
: "been caught ‘with a’ Gopper "plate bear-

upon seeing tbe kindly feellng of the inga date five yegrs back. .
persecuted man .for the dumb creatures ' * The dlscovery- of. an a.lbatrou rogk-.
of the deep ls__ivorthy_ of a great poet.” ery on* Hood Island ot the- Gaxapagog

mens of birds, as well ag Ingects and
reptiles, .but no one  had any idea of
finding In thege tropical islands any
trace of the bird, which, it"was always
supposed, had its hewwe on  the recks
near . Cape - HopR: When, .the . mate
went aut ‘ope "diy to sheot govats for
fresh meéyt aind came back saying tha
he “had found the place where the al-
Hatross ‘lavs -its eggs. he was laughed
at for, his pn:..u.- ¥ velien the oth-
er members Qf-tie pxpedition brought
the light of .selenge and .previous ex-
perience to bear on .the they
could ‘pot _douht that he was right.
The birds. see d identical with: those
seen- around. ¢ ipw Horn, with the. ex-
ception. tliat ' their bhreasts were of a
grayish color instead of snowy white,
hut “this. *it"” was thought. might easily
be caused by t fact-of their living
for a time on land instead of basking
in the salt water.

Birds as Large as Geese.

The back of the albatross is always
touched with gray, but when seen fly-
ing overhead it appears snoewy white,
s that is the color of the breast and

Waddling on land, it is net
unlike that most prosaic and homely of
barnyard fowls, the gogose. It is about
the same size, though its neck is longer
and the legs and feet are stronger. As
in all sea-birds, the wings are immense
compared .to the size of the body,
measyring, it is claimed, as much as
eighteen feeét from tip te tip.

.Members ‘of  the expedition came
upon a curfous sight when they saw a
group of albatress feneing, two and
two.  They, used their long necks and
their " bills, which are also long and
hooked like that of the sea.gull, much
as a man ,would use a sword, sparring,
warding off blows, and making savage
lunges. After such a fight, the ground
is strewn with dead and wounded, and
this is probably the reasen why there
are so many rotten eg®s in apparently
abandoned nests. They are most likely

Jdeft by birds that have met their

death‘n one of the frays of the colony.
The  zlbatross never lays more than
o'ne ov two eggs, and they very much
resomble..n h.rge g00se-egx.

me men from the Lila and Mattle,
who probably had a lingering weak-
ness. for "the’ old{superstitions dispelled
by “sclence, took home some Breasts
of albatross, hoping to sell them for
the feathers. Dealers In feathers, how-
evgr, would. not have them ag a gife,
saying ibat the down, though abund-
ant and bea.utitul is far too oily to
be" used tar pﬂlows.

Our‘ Own thk Alba .

'lzm u.l Pirdson. this coast called
tho black” albatross. It is very much

7 like the’ ane Horn' bird except for its
‘calor, and, cutiously enough, the same

my tery surrounds-its place of nesting.




