
coring -the- 1distressed* \u25a0,sailors -.-and
aveii ging;;itselfJf orlth"civ\hear tless 7in

-
v
> tlireadV 'So

V fax the '\u25a0 poemj*follows ,^theToldJsup"ersti-
!|!
|tion?-^:.The *though't^of ? makirigTtSeTai^
\u25a0batross trelentiand,take>away>.its"curso

iupon;'^eeing :ithe/1kindly"'feelings*ofj'the
3 persecuted 1,mVn{fpr7the'jduntbtcreatur*es ;

*of;the [deep;ia '.worthy"- ofa great ;*p"oet.Vi\u25a0

>r»-^Thpugh;sailors^wUl-..nOt',hurti the al-.v
r.batross* •objection ::to.ihav-_:

fj^nz'^o.'-}\ttle^fun
'Vi^^V*^4r-s<EVTO ®tll"§^

\u25a0

.j*th^^ljirdifpll<j(,wsSithe >sbip.'jddrtf rag "after,,
.foodi.thrown:/oiit£by-t-ltikQ Jpook,*

ofte'nUhrowr out^a^ hookvbaJted *

-.Vwlthla^ ptece-jTcif \u25a0, sal t{|pprk?as A;bfg^as .*a
*

A/iThe '^•alhltross~ icatch*e*s"-;it J

7'; greedily, •? buitythe. :hook?- sticks /.in.-its
S-bill,' and presently Ut

t
becomes aware 'of

;•being, pulled "gently..- and' firmly toward*
v^tbe j^ship.V-:

4I4It<;jwill>'spread < Its * wings*
-'\u25a0 and allow/ itself;to.'he pulled in^sojeas- f
£ily.\that^"a**vlight^twinej'is:"sufficient ;to":
? do;the;.vf6rk.l.;^Ohce^pn'deck.' \u25a0 the 'bird

-
rAis7;fiUjte;;helpless. aexc^pf.for Its;strong'
»>blM/iwhicn>itAwiirluse-'forr^blting\'>un-'j

:-r.f/rakln:-r.f/rakIng ii

r Vithe'- bird* careful-^.*\u25a0^Vy.>j^^the^n^^Vto";get^u^*ot^th"e"jiWay^
"^6t•*!tsMlerce ii:'WH. -itbe •-sjftloTs -.'then \u25baea> >

i-"does >itS^i'J

rtheyjihaye^' stamped! thef
'i'dateiVllhe*.place*'and«'the * hainV'>of 'v'thfeTV'
yshJp.y^^Thenyth^y'f.thr.o^rth"e^aJb^tros^
>^qyer|>ba"r^snri3i.Ut^
•;Itsel f,-v*sp^paa jng;..yj ts

'
-7broad," ''linowy*

% \u25a0wrings i(p^}v:\yie.v!,brf**?¥£?s'&*nl&hlng?
f:inTtHe^lstance,^pe.yhap3Sto^b^ar ".the"
tm^ssis^ toilsome *\other^-"sfilp!:Tv jrC-\.'~
:'Btaiic.es.' are*r;krio'wh^wher© fa^bifd«has i

:f;been ttwiUi•;ar:copper *plale]bear-^'-in^'ajdate^flve years ;back. '*i.:•.«-,.'•'\u25a0.
'"'

:*y'3
\ydThe rdiscovery^of^'.^an t_albatross-ro«ki*'.

Hanna Astrup Larsen.

A.PPEAItIXG
suddenly: _;otit/i>f the^

land of nowhere, clea%'!ng Xthe
.fog with broad wings, gambol-
Ins around a ship for days, then

vanishing as smddealy again, t^ic alba-,
tross. has illmays been the bird of mys-
tery. Its haunts were around the ice-
bergs of Cape Horn. It seemed to have
no hor.ie but the fog that always hovers
over the jagrged, perilous rocks and
foaming breakers of :that

'
frozen .re-

gion. No one ever saw. the young of
the albatross; its nest was never' heard •

of. and,- if it laid e^gs- <md -hatched 1

thenfaike other birds.' no one krieyir of

tt-'-TrJfi '"'. '\u25a0- : .1' -•'"\u25a0 \u25a0:'-'
Not; until the -twentieth, century,;

when- the white light- of- rcsearcli,-
Kpreading knowledge and destroying ro-,
manceastiie siiniigtit^ls:surpo"sed-to
destroy bacteria,, has, peiietrited "al-.
most*. every rook and', cranny, of tlie^
world..was the mystery,- enveloping the,

albatross more densely; than.; lts • n'a--
tlve fyg, partly dispelled. 5 Tttk.lioth-.
Bchild exnedition -under. :Prof.
Harris* sailing 'from' San Francisco ,;in
the ship Lilla and M-utic,' Captain R.
Lindbriflge of Berkeley .-,in • command.,
found :. r.mong '.many .-;= other. '.*-. strange
things an '„ albatross \u25a0 rookery' on?.'* the
Galapagos Islands,': the .first, ever- seen"
bo far as we have any record- So much
for the, old romance. .. -

.'/' '.
Sailors are, as a rule, kind to all'

dumb: creatures, perhaps/ as one' of*
theni.EaJd. because they liave .\o'suffer,
so much tU<msclves*t!iat;they >"hate- to*
make 'anytlifas else -suffer. In the-mo-
notony of tiieir lifeaf.sea, they'welcome
the arrivalof any living"thlrig'.t'hat.will
give- a^aew interest even for a.miameh't* -
It often • happens, particularly.;.in]'*.a.'
strong f wind blowing 'off land orMn-
the case "-of.large forest fires, that land'
birds -are, driven many hundred 'miles
out over, the water, until they' fall ex-i
hausted on the deck of,a "ship."•."Tlje^n*.
it becomes apparent _what

'

a.'.:. tender;
heart Jack tides under; a rough *ei-'-
terlor.^ Ko trouble is ~too

j
great to take;

for the helpless .stranger. 'He will
patiently, catfh „ flies, to feed ;\C\ poiir;
drops ofiwater dpwn.lts throat, trying

In every,possible way.to coax and" cod-
dle the 'poor,

'
trembling thing

'. Headers -ofICokjrWgeUwlll^ remember
"\vUa"t _ frfghtfuiy"p'unlsAmenjLi'pvertbok-
th^J'anfcl^ntpmarijnc.r^yijo^liad'^rfQnyfa
hellish' thing": and

"
lUlied;Hhe 7bif^fVof''B6od^oraear-<th«v7tjbatross;vthat*'had

'split- the » icebergs ;and. ihade.!the.-,"gbod
sduUi windsrirlngaip" jiehinil.'.'^His.shlp-
niat6s' forra'^tlfeeish.r/j v,:inclined' to think
lie-^dld*wellMn-.kHling/ t;;e bird rthat
brought 'the-"' fog^and ;*mist,*.butfwhen
th'eyi'see. Calamity -fo'noVing.Utfe^deed/
•theyi, tie»ie» the /dead ?bIrd

'
.'ar diind•ith!e -an

-
cient'" mariner|s:i neck,'. -.'thus.:throwing
thCjiwhole. guilt- on, him.;* But ;;the
spirit of the-'albatross,*.which at first
they; had hailed .like -a 'Christian -

soul
and" then vwantonly-

'
killed, - 'followed

.them- from; the»-mist.";and:snowT:to"the

„b'aiik;.tb',iife;lbut^.us.ually.',.lij"'rva!n.
,-file.", -file."

\u25a0seldom^'succeeKJ^-in'-'keeplri^' itr*alive-
more than two or three idays.' '. ';•-"• \

In tbe case of »U»e albatross, . the. in-
terest he 'takes'.'is'of a more /'poignant/'
kin<3.-1," Long ; ago.."the superstition-
gained ground'' that the great, beauti-
ful, .strong-winged, bird,' appearing and
vanishing. .so,' roVsteriously, '.'was .' the;

embodied :soul :.of-..a. deal sailor. The
fact that. rio one linewlitß origin gavc^

color to the; superstition." Jlen, lost at'
,sea*'were. supposed :to .lise* from "the
briny deep In,t!i« ''

sliape 'of the full-.
\u25a0_ fledged

'
albatroßg.'.' 'In"thSsi'-srulse". they;

1 would, j^pllotv- the,' vessel,
'
eating: .what

was
'thrown^to' them --from the. ship,

• sporting \u25a0 in -the; wat«ri"'flyihg-.round^
and "found, \u25a0 Jpoking 1with*du"mb-.longing*
after' old. shipmat'cs.'^Tthbugii* -./divided,
from tjiem' hy the great .wall,- that

'separates \u25a0 brutes fFom-. human "be--,
-ings, until,'-.at

- last.i'tliej/'-fell:behind. \u25a0.

< When
'

tlie :ship. ,' entered Vlnor'them
"waters, the sailor

'
i11 rtlie;"snape7of the'

albatross' ttilgfmlook'-'bu t
'

lie niis-ht- not"• follow.- \u25a0 lie was ;shrouded \u25a0; forever 'in'-
thc fog among ;^the

*
iceberfrs *of -"the •

frozen south. 'Sr>;"the-oid story ;went, •
and' one-is almost thankfullto .men
of sgience.'for "discovering the "natural^

;origin j.ofjttjje;bird..-':of -romance- and
:thus*,' as ;.;lt'were.V releasing \u25a0 the*.poor/ >

rchained'" soul of 'the-' sailor from. Its
'

endless, -hopeless' flight.",But. -Jack,'
\u25a0while still -in' the f fle3h,:would,almost
\u25a0as soon ktllone; of-his own shipmate's \u25a0

as to
" kjll'.;'the ',blrd that:may 'be Vanv

'friend following ',him!-.V Vi*'\..
Mariner's:Punishment".:.'-;

'torrid'belt rwhcfc^/Ji^?t.vefj^'vdcQp?,?^^
\u25a0rots '\u25a0 The "sancienJt^fterjnj^r/Jis^s'i'liiK
shipmates '•, fall{pn'e'^ py-pnis -'S^tH^'vh«
lives 6h,.| a. vdeatii {fin^.ilfe.'^uniif'f'\u25a0»!&>

'heart, soes ;ou^< rln#affection sito'^tjfet'
\u25a0w-»ter-snakcs,> the/'beautiiul "-.creatiireS:1

(of-.' the :calm,i-and vhlal' love fcfqr~y thciw^
•living; things' lifted,the- curse;;fromh'is\
•head. -His tongue was- loosedjln'-prayer^,*

the .rain; bcsa-n^tQ, Pour,'- tlieldead -al-J
batross. jdropped \u25a0'fro'ih '*,-ihlsj'n"eck'^an"d'l;. he' was'jsayejli.'i-r"* *\';\^\'-:-r.'.~'^X'*'^^'f\u25a0'\u25a0£&;
:Thls weirdest *of -all sea 'taleV;

\u25a0is crammed 'full;bifj;thrilling/events, sol
many -

and;<varled •*.'. that;One {-,could '\u25a0 no t)
even' touchron them all without.repeat- y
ins the'^; whole r poeni;1butt thVq'ugh'out'
the /faneifUlt-weaye/ithe*oldJ,legend *ot)
the.'albatross': as fafpowerfullspiritJisujpEl

/ The
(back. of the^ albatross is .-always

\u25a0 touched >wIth*'gray,*but.when -seen.' fly-
.ing. overhead, it appears ''snowy white.
as. that j.is the CQlor^of^the; breast and
wings. /\Vaddling.-on «•land, .it*'is-not

.unlike -that^iriost .prosaic ;andlhomely of
ibarnyard *- fowls.?.the; goose. %;It-Is about

\u25a0• the" samVstae.Utiough.lt3 'neck Is longer
\u25a0 andUHe:legs and^feet^are: strongair. As
-In all .sea-birds,' the" wings; are Immense
» compared 1:;to tve v

:'size 4\of
'
Ithe -;body»

1 mcasurinsTr it•Is '. claimed,', as much as
Celg:hteen;.feet (froraVtJp to;"tip.\

Jofy^thV expedition .came
/"upon*a'cuVi_ous~' sig^it- whsn ijth'ey,- saw a
•igToup „of.«' albatross/ fenclng.:~two-' and
two.;*-They;used . their lonV'necks and

\ ttieifZ bills,'vwhich*"
are ]:also ,*long \and

Jthat '<?titfoe'i sea-gull." much
*as4a"' mah^woiild .use' #

<a*sword;' sparring.
i.wardlnV.*off_-bloW^,sand making 'savage •

Ilunges.,r After .such^a: light;'the'' ground
cis;strewn dead .and; wounded, ~and
'.this Is*probably ;the"'reason why" there
:are so* many*.rotten -In apparently
;aban'doned^neSts. '> Th<=x are

'
most likely

.left'lby,' birds^'that ::h"ave ;f
.met \u25a0 their

one of"the frays of the ,coiony.
." The/ albatross "-never f lays Vmore,fthan
<fojiej^or^two"eggs,*, and ',they 'very

*
much

» resomble.^a'i. large;' goose-egg.
'

*-'S>ome;inen; from!th©,LilaTandiMattle,

\u25a0X^-^^Jl^^^ifyPejstUlons'dispeUed
'
ots. a^lbatross,^ hoping -to "sell "them

*
for~thejfeaJhers^-Deal ers;in'.. feathVrs"; how.

-
revsjr; TwouLil^not^have'tKem '*sm .algift.•
£anUandJb*eautif ill,-"is'far'*.too •• oily

'
to

rJbe^used^for:pTllQws.^ r: .
•

r^-nghve^V* pifdion;Jhis, coast -called
:^^i*6M îr ŝfv:.?t.:i3
M^.^^JP^P? i1i1?0^0 1̂^'«*cept for Its <

\i°*°?C? *B!?3*£ L̂!i?f'y^nough^ the >same
I tf^»¥«®yi«»*?t?fisacVQr listing.

-
prroap jiwas \u25a0•' made / qune ti^acc Wen tally.

*ThV'exi?edition'-was iseekingr new'specN.mens of birds. as well as insects and
repUles.^butino :^onef Jiad fanyj'Idea of .

.. finding
\u0084 In*" thf&e 'jtropicat,' Islands 'any

trace of "the.birdrwhich/ tli-Twas. always
supposed,- had 'it*.hsrpe' on /the*

rocks
ttt^rl;dipe^^r.»^'M>^Tfili'n»^t'h« > mate
r
twent^.aut'rone ~?d&? tp}sfaot-igokts for
; ftesh'" 'm^^tv.aiva^caiiiVv

bj{ek•saj^ng that"l^
j*h«£h.^; found:^tbV;p]ace> where the; al- TT
Matypsa 5lays *Usfes*sr/.h e-vwas'' lavghed

-ait" for/hla rpafi£s.v> ?''Vat».vifiieh~the* oth-
.^fme^nibers/ixVt^esVxpeiJlttonVbrouarht

'-Perlettcef.t^Jb^aV^p^tfie ,subject," they
'

Jtfjflthat \u25a0 he ••wasr ;rtght.
-The- birds. 3t-emcd^ld««jticalj>.with» those*
'seen'- around-

1Cape* Horn',; with* .the
-
ex-

rtlAitTtnQlr.brea3.t3 r were of a
*^grayjsh"£ojlOr 'irrsread^ of^Spowy. white.
''biit^this. Mt"vwaVthought.- might \u25a0 easily

be caused by. the, frictrof \u25a0 their, living
for-a time-op land instead of basking;

-In the salt; water.' \u25a0\u25a0.'\u25a0 \u0084. "
\u25a0

Birds fas ;Large" as
'
Geese. •

,'Tfite?sXN- '.FRANCISCO' SUNDAY TALLY

NEST OF THE ALBATROS
FOUND AT LAST


