
"English peoplQ'do not like recita-
tions;*they -want <stories told.Ina per-
sonals way,,just as one .would -talk to a
group of;friends >.without: the least bit
of elocution or striving[after effect. .

"I met ia,^^ young Uaerlcan girl who
lives;In1London-whose story-telling

'
Is

quiteIunique.-;: Her,1personality .,'con-
trlbutes:(a great^d.eai::tOsthe :success,
too. t She is a most talented: and prom-
ising \u25a0:artist/;v As a* child

-
she

'
lived;In

Jamaica, \ and .'- having an v.Insatiable
taste «for, stories, had :been -; told;many,
of»the old African folk tales which sur-
.viye (In? the "West rIndles.l vlt\is -\u25a0 very
difficult to get the natives to tell these
stories, many of them connected with
spells tand ;charms, ,to grown people,* so
this girlwas very fortunate in hearing
so;;manjr^:' She *jpublished \u25a0 a(book ? of
these tales ] that attracted considerable
interest, especially in England, and the
author .was ;often

*asked s to'tell a;story
In orderthaf the-qualnt dialect might
be; bettec

'
This )girl has a

;.'A(Southern woman, who" has been
very, much in in this country

for^entertainments, had just returned
from London," where she had filled a
number , of 'engagements -during' the
fashionable season just, closed. She
said, describing her experiences:
;."I;was -a part of.what the English

critics termed the 'American invasion*
this season.' and to tell the truth Itwas
amazing how;many. American

-
'enter-

tainers' of one sort and another. were
in evidence— muslcans. instrumental
and vocal, -even- a whistler, dancers,
and last, but' not least. : tellers of
stories. ,Itell negro; stories, -and the
cake-walk craze* has led to a demand
for;darky tales in-the dialect. .Iwas
kept pretty busy for two. months at
evening.parties, teas, (week-end ;- house
parties, in addition; to several public
recitals. \u25a0:'•' \u25a0"
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real genius for the art of telling tales,
and before she knew it she had become
known and very much in demand for
entertainments.

"In a,very short time after really be-
coming a professional . she wax 'com-
manded' to Windsor, and \u25a0 that. of
course, her vogue. She has
also made an 'lmpression with, her in-
terpretation of poetry

—
more especially

that of the Celtic school. They call It
lilting,and Jt Is a most- effective half-
sung, half-spoken method of reciting a
poem.. ItIs said to resemble the way
old bards, told their tales in verse. I
think a story-teller is a good story-
listener. . for Iconfess ,to the greatest
delight In this clever- girl's work, and
to some envy, too, for. this really ex-
ceptional-talent of story-telling is only
an aside' ln her real career as an artist.
1 shall go over again nexi year.

\u25a0 .''We (are all simply entertainers and,
do not do the sort of educational siory-
telllng'which -is not only Interesting
and, amusing but has behind Ita plan
and a. purpose. With children ;the ln^
tention is to have them become familiar
with the

'
great poems and stories of

history, and literature. Grown-ups, too,
have come to realize that years do not
destroy ;the;taste « for,a story and are
surprised at the amount of wisdom to
b« • found•In an old fairy tale. Itlls
surprising that people have not more
generally told:stories as a source ;of
amusement and (entertainment.

"AsIhave said, *
the success or. fail-

ure of.your effort Is apparent as you
proceed ,In]the

-
kind ,-of response your

hearers (make; to ypoints of your
story.'' Ifa woman has the endowments
which. this art demands there is a field
of (well-paid, i agreeable employment
open- to her. Itis not a temporary, fad*
of amusement, but a revival, an. adap- |
tationof one of the oldest of the arts.*, \u25a0

STORY-TELUNG
is as old as lan-

guage, yet the modern woman
finds it a medium for a new pro-
fession, one which pays very well

when the story "teller has ,that inde-
finable personal magnetism which holds

the attention .of an audience cither .of
children: or grown-ups.

~
\u0084

About five years ago an-Erigllsh
woman came to New York with letters
to:several (prominent 'peopled telling of.
the success, which Cshe ,xhad ,made -. in
London'in telling fairy'stories at chil-
dren's; parties ;andrdelightful stories in
French .which were \ told at \u25a0 evening en-
tertainments,; private and public. As. a
social -diversion :there did 'not|seem to
be much (demand; for,story-telling,.and
theIprospect' of engagements .was ,very
limitedr.; About V-this s tlmV;librarians
"were finding oiit.ther. great; educational:
infiuence that' could, be^r exerted by;sys-
tematic istory-temngitoichlldren.i who
made ) such ilarge jand

" desultory ,use of
b6oks.lv This English woman was asked
to tell fairy tales iln the children's room
of(several ilarge « libraries;* and J was (in-
stantly la• success. I\u25a0',1 \u25a0', In;a short 'time she
notronly«had.many>ngagements toUell
stories, • but -.was '!,employed ';in% teaching

others the method of. the art. (Women's
clubs'Jihylted- her;:,to( tell stories^ and
deliver (lectures ;on.the \u25a0 subject :in(order

tHat'hthe ;home'xl'stbry ihour" (couldibe
made fmore( effective :In jboth pleasure
and; profit/ ".;•, (;(:Lv: ---"\u25a0 (>"-, •(( \u25a0 lU'i
:-XTherdemand! has (steadily, grown, and
there is a" large;number of-women en-
gagediin•

the %work ;.professionally."; If
!we:are" Indebted \_t6'_; England', for;one :6f
the" best? andt most -successful ;of;story •>'
tellers, iLondon inrturn

"
has \u25a0 had \u25a0 an . ex-"

tensive (experience T?J4h -Awerlcans in
<thVpastjyear. !or -two';\u25a0''

\u25a0: I:,.
-

-\u25a0:,
"

\u25a0\u25a0'..-. t . - .
Ing'fr^m two to three days- at the ho-
tels heVmade ;a jump to Buffalo, trav-
eled' to Detroit by boat at the expense
of the navigation company, and started
to "acqulre^board, lodging,and cash at
the hotels of Detroit.- It was in this
city, that he writes he was overwhelmed
with remorse. 'He-wrote a letter con-
fessing^ hisvmisdeeds7 and with-it sent
an itemized account of his operations

"After^finishing an engagement at
one hotel jit is easy ,for:the operator; to
transfer "himself to \:another, if he
should- have been ;put; to• the extraor-
dinary expedient ~of /leaving his -bag-
gage as a hostage; he;can soon acquire'
the -necessary; impedimenta. ItIs con-
sidered /an 'unwritten law;-in: the pro-:
fession not** to c play more ;than ;.four
hotels in -a large • city in succession.!
Even in New York -it,is s customary for.
the hotel beat'; to;run out ;of -town ;for.
a:few;days ;and' then sreturn under an-
other alias rby

°
that -time,:If his pres-

ence > had any .little ripple of'
excitement"' or//1 curiosity,"- the- incident'is; likely,tojhave been, entirely forgot-
ten. H«».begins;.-all -over'j'agaln': and
frequently ends,- up;at (some 'quiet
ily hotel uptown; for" his ifinal;engage-
men t. ';'Here, ho is; the conservative"!
business -man. VHe dictates letters to
some Ewell-known' house, -outlining vast
business :projectB.% -;':: #

:;;\u25a0\u25a0'•;.. --; . -
/;"the /public'; stenographer tells tha
second "assistant^ day clerk: about -him
possibly, ', and t*ithe :i!mpfesslon ?;.\u25a0 gets
'abroad: that iheihas^heavy.ireEponsibill-;'
ties ,which \be Is

'bearing!In? silence :and
reserved >Slaving established \u25a0his credit,"

;rby^delicate ;processes fof
'
sugestion, ;the

•smooth <'stfanger*.iVcohcludes £his "-New.
>York engagement'byjnducingithe man"
..agement to:cash ;ia,^check:for,flfty;or ;ar
{hundred!dollars,'Jandv Is thus, supplied
twith the :amoiint~ needful? for making] a'
longIjump.'";'Ho;/•has \u25a0' his *"'get 17away

:money, f rand; againvhe^iSfc.outf In:the:open,*,y islting{the
"smallefj cltlesfof \u25a0 the

.United ;States,^ preparing.: for,;his rer;turn In.;the 'course :of \u25a0 months under a
sllghtly;"different ;guise \ and ;in asnew!a 5new!:specialty, to' Broadway.",

'

"Itseems to \u25a0me that .there's nothing
easier,'* said a. well-known hotel detcc-"tive, recently, .''than- living-;for nothing
at . the leading,Miouses

t
;in New York

City,' provided that :one: does riot jay
down bad checks too;often and/cons-
tantly changes his name and modifies
his clothing or personal -appearance as
much as he can.V . "v

-
.-\u25a0•"/

mere, is a fortune in :beating hotels,
but a man who attends to /business can
always make a comfortable living and
escape ;hard .work."
.It cannot ,be denied, however, that
thof majority of hotel .beats also com-
bine forgery . and check ;kiting with
their profession, a' fact which is greatly
deplored by the. adept."

m the month of August. He said that
be was about to board a steamboat at
the Queen City^of; the -Straits and to
throw ?himself ;overboard. ;
Itis not generally belicved ;by hotel

men that this "prince of deadbeats" has
come to a tragic end, for under some
other alias, and upheld by his confi-
dence in being;- counted as dead, he
may have begun his depredations anew.
His,methods of obtaining accommoda-
tions were along the" traditional line.
He acquired , considerable cash at
Broadway hotels for his petty expenses
by hiringautomobiles. Itwas his cus-
tom -to cash .small checks and after
paying the. chauffeur appropriate the
few dollars remaining for pocket
money. In several places he posed as

an expert Inautomobiles and la others
as the traveling agent of a well-known
paper house inCincinnati.

One of the reasons given for the com-
parative freedom with which hotel
beats operate is that they are as a gen-
eral thingnot reported by the bonifaces
through the agents established for that
purpose. They seldom notify the po-
lice, as they wish to avoid any noto-
riety, and many of them. neglect to in-
form each other by circular letters or
otherwise. One (of,the largest hotels

'in Pittsburg charges Its losses from
hotel beats to the advertising account
and other hotels cheerfully, put down
the amounts to profit and loss

—
three

"or foilr hotels In this city caused to b©
written across the face of the account
of the repentant Warren the inscription
in red Ink, "Committed suicide V

in the room, .what :difference idoes^it
make? Dress suit cases are cheap, and
second-hand satchels may be purchased
In pawnbrokers' shops: at a ridiculously
low- figure.'.-v-/\';.'/. ;'-" >? '"*%"";': ''-. -.

Some ready* money; is necessary ;
;
for

the. complete )happiness jof:the modern
hotel beat,*: and before he leaves "a hotel
he .has . usually], obtained a -supply.
Where .hundreds -of r persons; come;and
go through the corridor ofa hotel.what
is easier, for;him F than, to strollJupUo
the counter, and ;ask for^ $5-^-"cash," to
be charged to his room? -.If:one "clerk

After he has received his bill for seven
days his further stay depends largely
upon his own self-confidence and skill.
He may ignore it for three >or. four
days and then go to the cashier with
some remark about bis remittance not
yet having arrived. It happens .that
many persons who are engaged In per-
fectly legitimate callings have had de-
lays in receiving money,;and there is
nothing which the... management ,can
do about It except perhaps to tell the
hotel detective of their suspicion If
they happen to have any. But in these
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IT
was the "Smooth Stranger" who a

few 'days ago declared that of all
the cities in which he had lived and

\u2666 plied his calling none was such a

paradise for hotel "deadbeats" as is

Xew York. As a matter of fact* he

ppeke the truth, for with tiie thous-

ands who come and go among the great

caravansaries in the metropolis it is

Impossible to keep watch and ward

over the honesty of every patron. Men

tfc*re are who boast of living on the
«k>- of the land from month to month
mt the expense of the city hotel men.

One of the most impudent of this class
wrete. a 'letter recently to the president

of the National Hotel Keepers* Pro-
tective Association, v.-hich has its head-

quarters in New York and told him

that In all his v varied experience he
had not found & place that was easier

than this city.

That he was right about it no ex-

perienced caterer to the public Is dis-

posed to deny. The principal assets of

r.n accomplished hotel "beat" are a cer-
ia!n«quiet assurance, self-control, good
clothes and a seared conscience. After
That there is little <»lse necessary than

the well-formed resolution of never
paying a cent.

One of the officers of an agency
which is devoted to giving informa-
tion concerning predatory visitors de-
clares that it is possible for. a "beat"
to -live unmolested in the hotels of thi»
city for the greater part of a year be-
fore he would find the situation grow-
ing uncomfortable: he could do this,

and. In fact, he docs; wjthout a single
cent of capital and by committing no
greater offense against the State than
the violation of the innkeepers' law.

Conditions of modern hotel life are
peculiarly adapted to the growth of
that constantly increasing class, the
"smooth Ftrangers." It was not long

\u25a0^-.go, certainly less than two decades,
,P;r.at the average clerk knew every pa-

tron by sight who was in the house,

and waF able to call many of them his
personal friends. The proprietor was
constantly in touch with those who

. stopped at his hostelry and was able
to detect almost at a glance ifany un-
desirable persons vrere under his roof.

Personal Element Eliminated.
Hotel keeping in this present genera-

tion is ordered something after the
manner of a factory. The public is
carried about through the establish-
ment by means of elevators" like so
much raw material. The patrons are
thrown into one hopper and fed; they
are committed to another department
and. moistened with cocktails end high-
balls; then ihey are taken on lifts to
the dor.T»i;ory department and laid* tway for the night.

Nobody pays much attention to them
except the hotel detective. His position
is much like that of a hopper boy at
a colliery, he gets a rapid survey of
the specimens of humanity, large and
Email, as they pass before him In the
corridor, which Is much like an end-"• ss belt, and occasionally he removes
an exceptionally bad piece of elate.
This sharp-eyed person, however, is
jwt likely to take any risks unless the
man under suspicion has a Rogues*
Gallery portrait or has been convicted
of various crimes and misdemeanors.
He cannot question the financial stand-
ing of every stranger, and If the hotel
"dead beat* is not of striking appear-
ance detection is well nigh impossible.

**J^ore than a hundred thousand stran-
mWr" go eVery day through the great
hotels of this city, and the man on the
floor, no matter how observant he may
be, can only hope to protect the patrons
of the place from the attention of
pickpockets, thieves and confidence
men. As far as insuring the proprietor

of the hotel from being robbed by the
"emooth stranger," the average hotel
detective is helpless. Some of- the
Fhrcwdcst of them bear testimony to
the ease with which it Is possible for
unassuming freebooters to ply their
eairing.

First of all the hotel "beat" must
have a reckless disregard of conse-
quences and a good digestion. He must
rot have a constitution which experi-
ences symptoms of distress after be-
ing reinforced with food for which the
\u25a0man who furnished It will never be
Tdd. Conscience, a sense of shame, or
even a lurking shadow of self-respect
would be fatal to him. Once he has
the proper psychological attitude to-
ward the business he_can go to any
lengths in following It.

Having discarded his conscience he
tnust then acquire either a small
catphel or a dress suit case. The ex-
penditure of two or three dollars will
fit him out In that regard. Ifhe feel;
«f!«tposed to the niceties of dress he
might also carry something o/ a ward-
robe; but this is considered unneces-
sary; such things as shirts and collars
may be purchased from time to time

'

ias they are required. Itmay be that*
circumstances \u25a0will arise when it is
necessary to leave th« dress suit case
with the liotel proprietor In order to
make a quick exit.

Importance of Correct Dress.
It Is also necessary that the hotel

beat should be neatly attired, but he
Should avoig the use of flashy neckties,

Ecarf pins of striking or unusual de-
signs, fancy waistcoats or bright and
Shiny yellov shoes. Itwould bo fatal
to him alm«st if he should be Identi-
fied as a man with a bright red tie or as
a man witp. a. green beetle scarf pin.
If he shoujd be so unfortunate as to
have a heavy scar or any marked facial
blemish it would be well for him to
adopt some other occupation.

Unobtruslreness Is the keynote of
success wh%gi one deliberately seeks to
defraud a hotel. The "smooth stran-
ger" must glide Inand out of the place.
«L£ quietly In the writing room, talk*
to co one unless he Is addressed, make
few acquaintance* and comport him-
self as one who is devoted to serious
business.

As hotels are managed at present
nearly any one can ljve in one for a
•week without receiving any communi-
cation from the cashier. The "dead
,Jj*ea*" uses this fact to the best advant-
age., taking care, however, not to ring
for ice water too often, or to have
meals sent to his room, or to In any
•way impress his individualityupon the
employes and attendants. High living

Js^a.2l very pleasant, but it is likely to
*3t-lt in disaster. The most success-
tvt of the profession flo not order wine
for dinner, neither do they have 60-cent
cigars charged to them. They neverl,
splurge. There are at least fifty first-
class hotels in New York City where
they are able to live'under the beet
conditions. The 150 no-called family
hotels are not as good a field on ac-
count of the comparatively email num-

ber" of transient patrons. As long as
the freebooter keeps his expenses down
to fifty or sixty dollars a week he is
likely not to attract any undue notice.
He can have a room and bath, provided
that in the place where he happens to
stop there are many suites of this
character; but it is recommended by
the loaders of the profession that the
engaging of two rooms and bath is
hazardous unless confidence is first es-
tablished by the cashing of a perfectly
good check. Taken all in all. beating
the hotels on a conservative basis of
not more than $10 a day. is considered
as the most practical and the easiest
method of livingwithout labor.

Nothing is said to the "smooth
stranger" until he has began to delay
Id the matter of the first week c board.

cases, "especially, if they are (taken ,to

the Police Court, the Intent to defraud
must be made! manifest. The detective
hesitates to go to the extreme of caus-
ing the arrest of an: unassuming^per-
son who has all -the. self-control and
quiet assurance of a man" following a
legitimate calling.^ While;. this inter-
esting question is being discussed- the
"smooth stranger" will take his dress
silit case and quietly disappear. He
might pass several attendants' with
his baggage in a hotel where 'three, or
four thousand persons :are quartered
without attracting the. slightest sus-
picion to himself every hour of the day
in that establishment seemg 1 the ar-
rival or departure of scores of poYsons
-•i»l», «»«<««>s«« :s'*U <•'•»««•• :«*\u25a0•».'\u25a0-" \u25a0';:'.'
But even if the baggage is abandoned

should declineto give it anothcr*prob-
ably'will..There are so man*/' patrons
of a^hotel that the officeJ force- rarely
has "time to exchange Vsuspiqions,"-. es-
pecially those of the unverified" kind.
Many of:the wandering vgentryj; pass
worthless checks in the; hotel,', but'this
practice^is discouraged by tne; more
skillful ones. ;
—I-h'av»r made it a practice.".?: 'said.fa

representative hotel beat recently," '.'not
to , lay., down checks, for.^by so doing
one; leaves a trail of documentary evi-
dence twhich in likely torifollow. him
around the country and eventually re-
sultJin his doing time. (.'AJmun, of or-
dinary address, hoAvever.:;can-get suf-
ficient' money for incidental expenses
by-making a., swift touch :at the. desk."
Of course. 1"do not pretend, to say that

One' of \u25a0 the •most '\u25a0 remarkable .docvr-'
ments illustrating; the 'trickery of the
human . mind' is J contained* In"ithV con-
fessions of a decdbeat recently sent Att
the presldent;(of^the VNatiohal'jHotel
Keepers',: Protective Associatloni %T~He
tells th<ynames of-the persons and the
hotels', which(he _has .;defrauded ."and- a
carefql '\u25a0 inquiry .reveals \u25a0 that Jin veyery
reitpect^h* Hold..the^truth.". Tln^ opera-
tions cover;! the; month of last August,
during which ;tlrrie-h6had accumulated
board,! lodging and loose-change to the
aum^of 's439.oo. ,V^ ":"\u25a0-.'-. '•;,-\u25a0 : . •

These -operations (began in:
;

North
Carolina on August ,.I.";and by gradual
stages 'and at jthe expense of the per-
sons-/ whom-/ he ;.defrauded , the •;;adept
made -his fyiiy.. north, arriving ..in New
York City on the 15th, and after spend-

THE-, SAN* FRANCISCO CALIj;

EASY TO "BEAT"
NEW YORK HOTELS


