
"Now, that Republican ring had no
business to have its leaders with their
noses in the political trough, for the
town was at that time overwhelmingly

Democratic But a split in the ranks
of Democracy let in their opponents,

and once in they stuck through* four
elections. As the fifth election ap-
proached the Democrats felt the crying
need tJ r/lrrlng things up. Blakie's
well-ast&blished reputation as a stirrer
got him his job. He was imported to
stir, and he stirred. But before he got

down to business he almost lost his
job, because ha was looking for some-
thing petty to stir, while his employers
were looking for bigsteals.

"Toe paper was one of those corpora-
tion affaire governed by a board of dl-

"Nobody understood this better than
p»or> dead Charley Blakley. Blakie,
*s he was called, was one of those old-
lime r.ew^paper men whose tendency

t© stir things up Uept them constantly

on the rcove. He had,been crowded out

westTvard to Phoenix. Arizona, whera
he made life so interesting that he was
pushed over the line Into California,

thankful that a mere State lino and
not a rope was involved in his exit.

But he failed to profit by his Arizona
experience. .San Francisco sooni be-
came too small to hold him and he was
crowded down to a certain interior
town stirring things up for the pur-
pose of getting a Republican ring out
of the Courthouse..

one- th<» public will re-elect

him. but make hir.i ridiculous by con-
necting him with a petty graft* and he
couldn't be elected pound-master."

Th«- neforrner for Reform's Sake
Onjy looked his doubts: so the Practical
Politician continued convincingly:

PHAIIGE
an office-holder with

stealing public funds," said
the Practical Politician reflec-
tively, "and nine chances to

Franklin Hichborn
. "But niakie was e'ufe'of his ground."

His fust hitching post article -was the
sensation of tlie. day. lie' said noth-
ing about the JSOOO; steal— and '• hoped

most devotedly, that;it.would oo forgot-

ten—but he:didiiiave estimatesfrom ex-
perts oft the.value of the county's sand-
stone, who.' pia'ced it aai-' six-bits a ton.
The stones' weighed 200 -pounds- each.
Ten to the tori,;they 'each represented

a steal of,material valued atMlb cents.
The cost; to .the county, for: feeding; the
prisoners Wngaged) in the;\u25a0; work
was 18 centS'toJeaohTpost, so-the' steal
was Jon \u25a0 a"; 22 »basis. :;Tha vutter
useleasness of[itha Spdsts 'f for^Vpractical

'

purposes Twas' gone into.fx;lt.wasshown
that a:horseitledUOi one of.them! would,'
by£.throwlrig*lbackihls!,head;>bre'ak\tha
post short ioff- *4 Two J.pictures -s accom-
panied ;;the particle.**;;One "iof ?; the 1fine j
new residence of tthe" Sheriff,I!a'ihitching;
post oneltherjsldeofithe^driveway.ithe:
other /showing* thaihoma|ofHhe*small-:
est DeputylCouritylClerlC'f with^a

>

>hltch«: :;ing:post 'ornamenting. each islde^of ? his
humble Z gate. .1"?'Fro.

1"?'From 1.. the %highest to
!the :lowest,'? read the caption \u25a0under the
;two-cuts.;:-;:r-?:;

- . .?',", ;"';;<:;""'.' '"''.-' \u25a0."r:::."Tho town read,.saw and boiled :over."
For. the^ flrstv tima;inr theiripopular ;ca-
reer1;members, of 4the vCourthouse -ring
.were?; that*night!hooted (onlthe- streets.];
Crowds gathered |Inlfront'.of \u25a0 theIrjresli"
dences to soe the posts for themselves 1

and' pass sarcas tloicomment; \comment
that • thoIwlves ? aridjdaughters %of5 tha
households %heard.'"^ and £then iwent %off
into >bedrooms^andf corners^to ?ithe> sit-
ting-rooms'ao: shed Nothing
takes theUlfe outiof aAman^llkethat.;?.
--;''The|Reco rder,v kept> awake -iby^his
.wlfa weeplng."and?havingia:prettyithln'
Bkln;?hlmself.*instheldarknessiofgmldr ?night Bot!upUoihalplßlakleJalong4Un T:!
able Uolbearl the?, thought |ofgtha£ two.\u25a0

posts^ialfrontioflhis^housejandgthej
scornful oohteniptioflhis neighbors,, and.
besides, urged fby/hi^'
wife, got 46ut sof £ bed. ;took gdown %tha i
posts :and;; laldHthemsunder^alstackf of.
hay. v one offßlakle's ryynx-eyedaratj
porters \u25a0? eaw Khim;do %IV, :?• Blakia,>vtha
next day splayed'.up (this•featurejof jtha]
"Uuatlonli >had?ft^cartoonsO'4th«!,^
Recorder' laborlously^cdncealing: th* of"-
ienainjf "post tunder . a \haystack,": ;:

-
He -

hsrt his way, -the directors firmly "re-
solved that ''i_f:nothing oamo of it to fire

him and get a better balanced man.. \u25a0

rectors, each cock sure: that, he -was es-
•

peclally cut out by providence for the
newspaper business. Blakie had a hard,
time with the bunch. They brought
him some evidence of graft, and many

libel suits in the embryo, all of which
Blakie succeeded in corralling before,

hatching:. .Among: the grafts was that
of a steal in the sale to the county o£
granite Intended for the construction
of the new Courthouse. Said; granite

had .turned out sandstone and pretty-

bum sandstone at that. But the coun-
ty had paid for it;although it could be
used for nothing, and was finally piled
up back of the jail, a monument to
methods which should: .have been
enough to turn the rascals out.
But although exploited; in the

"

Demo-
cratic papers through four campaigns;
the pile had stood \u25a0 there without ap-,
parent effect upon the voters, who v

seemed content to keep the Republican
rascals in arid the Democratic rascals

-
out." . ' . \u25a0

The Reformer for Reform's Sake /
Only, thoroughly interested by this
time," nodded appreciatively. He •had
been through many such disappointing'
campaigns.

"So persistent were the Democratlo;
directors," tho politician went on, "that;
tho sandstone for a.fifth time be :made ;
to furnish Democratic thunder, that
Blakie finally-went over to the; Jail to

look it over.; To his surprise -he found
two stonecutters who were doing time
for some petty offense ibusily engaged
in cutting up the soft stuff into ;queer-
looking ',objects that;resembled hitch-
ing, posts, but, made, of, the brittle
sandstone, such posts

*
were, of.course,

useless. But on questioning' the pris-
oners Blakie' found that the . stones
were Intended •\u25a0 for •;that very purpose; •

that the ;Sheriff was;having
*
the work

done and proposed to present every
county official- with a fancy carved;
bitching post.

"Blaklf
'
could scarcely conceal -his'

•delight;>the lor.g; looked for opportu-

nity,had come; to use ;his own expres-.
sion, ho had the Republican ring

skinned to' a finish; he had caught; it
'at.petty !stealing. . -.;

"However/ Blakie .had- the' greatest

.difllculty:in;keeping- ihis -dlrectora, from
queering 1 his plans'.. -That sandstone,
the directors Insisted with tiresome

.repetition, had: cost^.t he*county -$8000;
it was useless; the steal— already ex-
posed, four times "without 1 results—
should.be exposed, again. -And so on,:

and: so; on, and so* on. Because, ho
wouldn't stir their way the directors
began to :doubt Blakie's Integrity.
About ,the 'time .they? had becaue
vinced .that Blakie :was standing In
with the ,Courthouse ririjr tho post's \u25a0had
.all been \u25a0 finished, delivered and/ set up.
Before the house of:the ;Sheriff;stood
two, arid.before '\u25a0\u25a0 the;houso of the 'Au-
ditor a likeVnumber, and 'so on down
throush. the*list "of Tcounty/ officialsL-to
the «mallest ;deputy .county .clerk.";
Blakie had pictures takeniof the va-
rious, bitching post ornamented houses
and. then' prepared to open "up,- He"bad
something to open up on.

But.;again did -. he .run up \u25a0 against

the opposition' of his directors, i.' "Those
posts,', they, insisted, "aren't worth six
bits ;a/ hundred. That ". Isn't « the

-
point.

The point is;that ;there was ;a steal of
|8000 in tha' purchase of that'sand-
stone. Suppose the: Sheriff has' had two
prisoners :\u25a0; cut -\u25a0,tiia';stuff iinto hitching
posts. What of It?I;Ha relieved- County
property of,much^^cumbersome rubbish.
It's tho steal 'that ;We ought ;to ex-
pose.* ;;
'"'But,' insisted Blakie, *the -point is.

that they'll-, steal iwythln'sT. even -to a
tiseless piece C'cfji-'sandstone^.-'and.'-use.
prisoners » fed;by\ the •count jr \u25a0to* do tho
work'for them. \u0084 Itell-you\that wo can
turn .'em out on:the,hitchlpg' post issue.
You got' me fdown" here ;to;stlf» things
up. Now let me^do: the; stirring/; *:

* ;
\u25a0

"The upshot' of it^all,waji'that Blakie

A HITCHING POST CAMPAIGN

FOR
imore ;than -two .thousand 'year*

there has been a^colony of Jews es-
tablished s at 'Kalfarigtu,*"China. :Tha
exact jdate ofItheir.", entrance ;into

,the .country >is -not :,known, >butllt-\is
supposed; from a- tablet' found: in their
synagogues •at

'
that place -.- that they

must t'haval appeared thera :about 500
B. C. although itmay.have been as lata
as 68 |A.^D.,v- It^ianotiuntilitha third
or -fourth century ;:that *they 1ar«i*nenr
tloned |in*

Chinese /enaals, iwhen their
synagogue is referred ,to by a Chinese
writer vas ai"heaven; spirit monastery."

Western Persia is given as their start-
ing point,;by v^-hlch Persia Is probably
meant, .because (ofUna}number; of £Per-
sian ,'wordsMwhich •;are used i;by tha
Chlnes»;Hebrews;i'^;^ :;.".- ...
/^iMr.'jEzra,I', who!la ;an:authority^ on*the
subject, -\thinks "that \ih*ra1\*',no ~i good

reason -for;the; theory a.thats the]Chinese
Hebrews iiarejdescendedf from ithe ;,ten
tribes.':^Thera ;? are \ many ;references to
these «Hebrews \from t the <yearj 878. ;VAn
Ajrablan mentions ithemJas ione
of the \u25a0 sects that ;perished in a general
massacre at|Khanf\xHbut fin/*956; arid
958 there are Srecordsj of^tha* Chinese
district; officials oonferring honors on
Hebrews.; and in.1163^tha erection of a
synagogue |,was $begun r;Inp? Kaifengfv.'
Hebrew* « weres invited to riiPeking to
3olnlltheiilmperlal^army.;^lii r the flf-'
teenthjreentury^thero^were;- 'many; He-
brew comraunitlas ?ln.- China,

"

Tha
•
best

information wa:have •about - thes % com-
munities comes' through tha Jesuits,

Vwhoientered* Peking:at > tha lend of;the
Isixteenth

"
century. \u25a0

Th« ;discovery ;of tlaeie Chidesa He-
brows was made by Father Riccl, on*
of-tha first Jesuits to enter Chin*.
;->"Barlyi!n -the century,
on© summer's

'day in Pekln. a .visitor,
.prompted -by \u25a0:rumors of.the arrival oi
certain :iforeigners who.•worshiped a
\u25a0Ingle Ood, and yet were not Moham-
medans, called on Father RlccL Tha
missionary, noticing the .difference . of

\u25a0features
'
fromIthe ;.>ordinary .:Chinese,

led)himIInto tho oratory and \u25a0knelt on
his kneas before a. picture of tha Virgin
with' the Infant Jesus and St. John tha
Baptist. ";tNear^by^was

'
another picture

representing four of the apostles.
,* .iThe 4ylsltor;{knelt, also, remarking.

iin• ChihaTdo 'Ireverence Ato*our;an-
cestors.; This is Rebekah with her eons
Jacob <and Esau; lbut\as .to the other
picture, why make obeisance \ to -only
fourEeohsf of Jacob?, Were there not
;twelve?V.^.. ;

;:-V^":V BHHHSHIReturnlnff \u25a0 to.' the;former \u25a0 apartment,
mutual explanations followed and an
'unforeseen *solution^' ensued.*^ The 'stran-
ger was a Ilebrow, Ngal by name, who
had come ito;Pekln ," from!Kalfengfu to
procuro literary.honors. He stated that
in% hliJclty

'
there \were.r?«ome {twelve

famlllea7orisraeHtei.,wlth;a':falr Isyna-
rgogue,* inIwhiohtthey >prosarved

'
a roll

of,the law more than 400 yean old; and

In llangchoTr, tha captal of Cheklanar.
thera were many more families. ;also
with a. synagogue.

'Scattered over the length and breadth ;
of China thera were others of his lect,
but thesa -were ,cradually beinj lost
from having no m-setlnsr placs. Whan
shown a Bible InHebrew be confessed"!
his inability to

'
read It, though ha •

recognized .tha .characters. He said :
that his preference "for Gentile litera-
ture lubjected him to many reproach »j

from J tho chief ;of ths ;lynagogua.
Father Rice! ;was. abla. to test tha
truth. of these sta.temants, . and

'

dis-
patched some. Chinese Christian mes-'i
sengers to:Kalfangfo. tor;purposes of \u25a0

investigation,' and \u25a0 soon .received Tisita^from other nativo Hebrews.
The condition of c the Chines* Ha«£

brews has ;.been declining very fast;.*
since that time. A missionary, la 186*;
found..them in an impoverished condl«;
tlon. They had been obliged to tea?
down a part of their synagogue to s«*K|
it.; Finally,- some :thirty,,years later, a
society for. the '\u25a0 rescua .of these peopMß
was established, and in response to- /.a.urgent invitation eight Chinese Iffilbrows left Kailfengfu for Shangrhjfll r
They arrived In;that :city in 2kfarijSP
1902. where

-
they .were cordially *^Hcelvedby the Hebrew ;.colony. 1: QuaK

ttoned as to their obaervanca of tbjSj
anoleTJt religion, these Hebrews adxoß
ted' that their 'faitli'waa" ranidLrrTJß

A VERY AINCIBINT JEWIS^i COLONY IIV CHIIVA

Showing Hovv Ridiculing Small Things
in Politics May Achieve Bis: I^esulfcs

also printed two pictures vof the.'Re^. ;

corde/s house, one showing the' stones
in*place;' -

sThis,he
•
labeled :'Before vEx- '\u25a0

pqsure.';. :Thei 6 th'orpicture "showed the
house ;without:the' posts.* artd;bore \u25a0 the.,
caption; -.'After Exposure.'. Again, the*
towni^.'ent'cjenrious^.with: the- ,excite- /
ment ;of*it.'^T;Everybody "laughed 'long •
andjhara-'at \the 1cartoon fand

'the]- plct- v
ures rand' thVyseml-humorou.V; v/ay .In.-i
whlchHtH'e'.ißecorder's:"inldnlght :;w6rkV
was jdescrlbed-^-T-and [determined/ even as ;

'

they :}laughed/rthat 4"s uchia~;:pack r.of;;
rogues, should- be-jturned* out.^root*and^.
branch,-: just'as soohjas "the ballot-box
could bo reached/ '-^ffi9QBBHHBB
•". "That night tho Rtcorder's house was
the center of {attraction.)'; There \was; ?
more

- nerve-shattering comment ;:outf:'
side, 'and Z a*\wliole>;lotVmore iweeping
withlh.'l.TheVunhappy ofJlclal found him-
self losing,casts -In his:own? family.

'

;i"Toikeepjthlngsfgolnsr'aftar interest'
in''.",tha Recorder's -mistake "died? out.

Elakle. resorted to verse. He wrote a
aoiig. for-the' street :gamins to" sing.

: "'If'yoiiwant to get a'roast.
Just. set up a'hltchlnar.post.', etc.'.""No -"county.*official" could appear on

the
*
-street- without 7b»fng met .by the

jeering refrain.' The-District Attorney.
whor.;in-.his vindlffhatidn attempted to
ipank 'asllttle' hoodlum iwho;had- been
•aarticularly. exasperating and offensive,

was so badly handled by the crowd that
gathered, as' well'astby'Blakle's paper,
that; thereafter the singers ran riot and
the 'officials' walked 'meekly.
/ "."When* the -campaign "'opened :Blakie
imported a'.barrel«ofhitching«postbut-

tons-^a' hitching-post -inithe center, en-
circled by.,the 'Nothing too small
to steal.'.". 1Veters! throughout the county
fought- for the privilege of wearing
them. '.'\u25a0:\u25a0 • ' ' *~ -
• "The

-
Republicans ;.went .through -

tha
formiof renominatlngr their war horses,

.«««.tii». »iH»i|ii>« » «i»itii»ii»»>ii»i|iit»>ii>»tii>->ii<

who far from seekin.qr nomination al-
most had to be- glued on the ticket to
keep them from bolting. The Demo-
crats named, anybody they chose. But
there was nothing to.it; the anybodies
,werf? on the right side of the h Itching-
postquestlon. Th^ hltchlng-post crowd
was scarcely lieard from.
"The Kepubllcan paper thera vpeat
the following ten years telling th« p«o-
ple that;Blakie's paper was charging
$7200 a year for doing the county print-
ing, although the Republican paper had
never had. the face to charge more than
$3000. \u25a0 Tho Republicans also demon-
strated that the two quarter section*'
of ,'desert.. that Blakie's fln» director*
had sold tho.county for $250 an acrs
wasn't worth ten. But itdid no good.
The antl-hltchlng-post crowd continued
In office and so far as Iknow are in
yet. They are, at least, if thsy btv»
stuck to wholesale grafting and left
tha retail to amateurs."
|.|..MLIl|H|"ll>"lI« > >H> » \u25a0 I\u25a0«\u25a0>!» l|l>l» >#

iineaj With the,. sound from his Jliisty
throat. A frog or tv.-o.gets inrhis .way.
and .'this- affords "some amusement.^ ;--/.;

It is
t
a happy) darky that ;.run3 across

a vine full of brown ;sl:rive!e.T maypops-
He Uoeps an *eya.';on them! it.i3.\u25a0 too
early in the da>vto>at them, but they
will,come 'ini for ashareoiVhSs atten-

Ulori aboutrlO/Vclock T.:rieri'"lfeT":finds a
'

sickly,*;chilly;* looking- watermelon. :. i
> -i:He':;brushes ;'ay,-ay:;a Vfew, fine. v- we!.»s
j*that\we're '-> woven. In the hlfrl»t»;wi?es_.
•the"silken

;-strihes \u25a0 from *hls ."fingers « on
the "convenient- crocus \u25a0•sack? Riid then

Uels'urely'i picks -
the 'flno. -whlteV,-f.e.tmy :.

\u25a0\u25a0boll
*
that"rhas ,J burst-, from the.-simrp ;

'
Diown'j:pod'and;carefully and idalntlly,-

',deposlto;lt in:the bag.
'>' "

'""ifva* train Jof
-
cars \ipassed }'.the;fi«»M*

:every
'
ten:minutes ;inrthe day he would;

be' compelled to;•' suapon*.! work hnrl
watch v.-ith. cheerful, sweat moistened

until the last: end went
b»yohd;hi3:vision.' :v ,

-.' -The !sun'vls> never ito^ hot find: t'.ie
,\rlnds-are neycrtoo hlshnnd.the rair.^
;are iseldbin

'
funwelcome.. -.It all coniea.

>iriVdu9';se{isoh ja:idMs>Sßctly' rJ^iU for_
•."the jpicker.v,^Nothing- disturbs hjs!peace"
:' ofJ.mtnd.'.and ?h"e has .not = fprgotton tSe
oldjdpminecker'r.- nest ;he saw'in the.

vrnornlnß;enfV.vrnornlnR;enfV. thinks ".TTith keen.
'
relish.

iof"the. feast he'will haye.v/hen the sun
igpes^dwrnTCf 7.x .
,6nc Mcrhorable Event. ;

There is;another flay- in the life -of
Gabr'l ,'that „'is- marked with Intense
pleasure: -|lt<Is .the day tha,t he rises'
before:it:ts light^holps his father- hitch
old sTebeau "land r;the red

"
steer, to • tha

little two-wheeii cart, tie the tv.-o long-

rared hounds. Hero and Rtngo, .to' the
back of;the cart, throw, an old checked
quilt on.ton of, the irim^bale of cotton •
md on. that 1a.;few bundles of fodder,
and Gabr'l and his laU' father. Jack
Tomlln, ara off for town to sell the
cotton ;and" spend the day." . • •
. ,That memorable time Is dwelt.on'by
Gabr'l-.for- weeks, \"and ;he-.is :the envy
of:the other- boys on' the farm who are
less fortunate about :getting to town.'

Gabr'l and. his^old grandfather, Uncle
Mose,. are~pretty*'good" friends,' and it'is
nip andltuck when; they. set. together
and begin ".to;tell tales of the present
and. past. in the cotton business. Gabr'l
iproudly:and stills uneasily looks around
and 'then"leans 'forward and says:

\u0084
''Grah'daddy,* Ideclar" to gracious d<»

day/I went'to' townrwid daddy- 1 seed
a bugiy. gwlneflong.de ;road jes* llck-
otty clip. I»Jes'i hopes Itmay die Ifit
have a single blessed mule;hitched to
it. .Gran'daddy, }I,tell you It;wuz plum
flyln' an* irdidn't;smake :no '-'. fuss: It

Ji,ke *ter.'run, plum-overJme; an* daddy
in' Teboiandde.red steer an',: Hero. an*
Blngo.; A*:maniwuz ;thro'ln* sum paper

•ah1
/,him ,an'j;"erriother ';man -Jest'' sot an*.

"laffed.ahVrid an' rid.""-An*-I.tell you.
gran'daddy. «Sey hevor drlv* nothin', but
dey Jest: fa'rly;filed." . -

j

,;;Unxle*Moso,looked at -ibr'ltseveral
seconds' aridr.thien /delivered a"' warning:
>"Gabr.'lM'mtputty. nighBs y'ars, butlidln'i'.nuvveriseed :a-nlgger ez young

\tz .you .whut;kin \u25a0 toll- sich ,slick lies, an*
rWhut's de~;.wus-part, ;tell. dem^wen';dey
.-ain't-- Ho:*casion fur ydem.

-
;Eve'y time

you go •wid>yoar pa*-tcr town:Inotls
;:you»cum;back wid some" er:dem town.niggers' r ways.\ De ,las'./ time, you went
you ,cum. back hyah'tellln'- me *bont;_; eeoSn'." a '.bale er^ cotton^, whut '-had beens*crushed r.In-some' sorter .< press_jtell. It
warn't no .blgger'n a cotton" basket. •I.khowed ,you j.wus:.lyln' den, • but Ilay

t'*?*»®n'. nuvver sed .nothin*. an";now you
/done started up dat same' devilish talk
5, again. \u25a0 „. \u25a0

*

I':
rm - g-^-ine » ter.tell ;Kose Jea* • what

town's doln' fiir.y'ou.4 I^rlcollecfone uv
de.fustsfir.gs I,ever heerd about lyin'
wut -whuti.de... Bible' sed.Vdat liers wuz
ffwfnc/ttr'be; bu'ntfto^a^pluin* charcoal.
EfUalkin'. wonV stop-" you^frbm dat on-
ro'dly'.sin.\u0084.sle;; breshv-incj\;;en*; 'ef Rose
don* -.larrup (you;fur:whut you hes sed
cjisidajj.toj.ni's. bx.dfs same.ash hopper,

..A?ti,\.trill"-tal;c •dfl'irod.an' whale your
iba clc/myse'f. '.','!'.:- - ..- -

v,Thls> tlirrat*-.reduced iGabr'T-to the
verge.:\u25a0 ofViC\r«.;and; it -"wa3 only when
he* solemnly 'raiGedfhls eyes apparently
to hVaven. andfprotrsted ;that be hoped
lie n»!ght drbp'dea'd'inhli tracks v.'he re

rhe stood, if.:iie ditl. not see that very'
bucTiry -.withr no rnul^ that Unc!? llosa

\u25a0- r'el_«sut»f?. !. 'lie .unwillinfjly arinaitted.. that ;"GDhr'l mbughter seed what, he
p'posed- wuz;,a . bu^jry. wid r.othin' to

..it. but ho Unor/'d dat country nigjrprs
wuz' fich fools dat df-y - eyes got

I.'clipse'd surr.tlmes^an* dey renlly warn't. no-'tellin' TrhiTtrdej: thunk »*ey seed."
lie "wouldn't tell Ito?a :dis time, but

. dr* n«x". time tier'-1 wouldn't" be ernui?
: sv/ItcJjea on, de.;wii*e'sroose. plum trees
-•^fur.. t?j\ *'«ej'ef 'l heer eny more sech
-sinful talk.'1

-
T.i turn th<^ conversation from hlm-

"iKoir.7'"'abr'l;artfully begs Uncle Mose•• to "
tt[U lilm nbout t!ic

'
tlms xvhen h«,

UmleMosf. was a iioj' and how they
pr'nned cotton. Gabr'l declared It hid
hpjn.'ro.lony s!no>» he had heard Uncle

*3ki*?«'e"taik';u«' lias forgotten all about It.
'\u25a0:/.Vjom the f.efcsjtone. Uncle MO3O falls
.into soften edmtod and asadd shed look

creens'into^lslfacf! .while':he 'lives over
) his #otmFT-*'lays; vrhen 'he "belonged to

Mars'? Sid" Goodwin.
-
He makes Gabr'l

.green with envy when he dwells on

the .time when the gins were run^f7
fastening four mules to the long t>«a."*T#
under the .old gin. hous© and how lit-
tle negro .boys mounted the end or th«
beams and, cracked the whip all day,
how the mules and ths boys got drunk
from going round and round so lone
And- GabrTs ;eyes grow big with as-
tonishment when he listens to the tan
Uncle Mos«- used to have jumping- tn
the lint room and burying himself In
the 'soft, fleecy .gotton. [Then Unole
Mose. enlarges on the old screw for
packing cotton; and says that "th»
press wus plum full of. we boys, and
we.;Jest trompled on d© cotton ten It
was .packed down, an* den ola Back
mule waz hitched to do beam an* drtr
aroun' tell It was .packed jam dorm*
are* sew'dtup -an' do. bale was dea
ready to be put hi d* 010 cotton
'

'^enV.wusdays, dera wuz.**
And .Gabr'l sighs and wishes he had

livedjh the good old times when ther»
was a lint;room, and mules to drive.
and a screw to pack, instead of In tnls
uninteresting -age. when an engtn»
takes the place of old Bock and Kb.
whenjthe lint is 'drawn through a fun-
nel into the; press and when the bala Is

'.made'wlth.no help from the old screw.
Gabr'l rises, -clasps his h.-rnds over hi*
head, "stretches his young limbs and
then .coaxingly begs Uncle Mose "not
to. tell mammy, 'bout dey buggy whut
didn't make no 'fuss, but wait tell pap-:
py goes to town de nex' time an* den.
'gran'daddy. you go wid him an* \u25a0•• JJain't tole' no lle.T (A
Labor iSolely Needed-

Much complaint comes from th<
South as to the inadequacy of tha labor
supply in.harvesting the cotton crop.
Bitter criticism la made that the ne-
groes," In many cases, will.not do their
best work—that they are lazy and not
to be depended upon In gathering a
great- crop satisfactorily. Although
this 13 one of the red-letter years for
everything that grows In the ground,
and the cotton crop is called extraor-
dinarily large, still it does not quiti

come up to that of last year.
It is true that more cotton might b«

gathered if there were, an abundance
of trustworthy* labor on hand to work
in the fields and gin houses.^ Still,cot-

,ton Is king in the .South.
'
According 1 to

figures given, the total crop "bt the year
ending September is "11.319.500 bales, as
against 13.53C.84. 84lof la3t year.

This"is certainly an enormous yield
of the fiber. The export tlsure3 show
C.TIC.SGI balea. Of this. 111,872 bales
were shipped to Cur.ada by rail and
4.502.50 isent to the rpinners, . leaving
the stock remaining 135.11 7 bales.

According to JCew Orients authority
there fas been a bis discrepancy be-
tween future prices in .Tew York and

'New"Orleans and cpot prices In tha
Southern spot market. Middling cot-

.ton,v.*aa recently quol'Ml in Now Orleans
on a price Lasts of liVi-ent 1* a pound,
while this is the prevailing prlc«
throughout the Southern States. In
other word', spot prices .ire not qnls

above parity with futures in Npw Yo'tit
but about two-thirds of a cent above
contracts themselves. This way the sit-
uation in August. Later the cyclone?
came, with terrific rains ciid ocean
floods, which, together with the wind,
greatly damaged the crop along the
golf coast from New Orleans east.

Report3from Texas are very encour-
aging to the cotton growers of that
great. State. Shipments begin thera
very early and large consignments giv«
the people there a great increase et
ready money.

Aunt Rose might cut out that thread;

Gabr'l never would. How could he help-
running right into a berry patch?

One chopper less willnot make much
difference, and if it made all In the
•world Jt would be the same to Gabr'l.
Already h!s leaky straw hat Is half
filled with berries and very soon he in-
tends to pullup the red bank and cast
himself on the grass under a fine hick-
ory tree he happened to notice on the
•way to the field.

He enjoys lazily watching a colony

of ants among_ their moundlike homes
of brownish sand, and wonder? why
they are so busy and what liir-y have
to tay to one another every lime they

meet and part.

He gazes, at them a long time, and
then turns over where th<i sun lies a
full fling at him. In turning he sees
several turkey buzzards soaring: hig-hv
very high. In the blue air, circling

round and round. They stay up there
so Jong and look so lazy that he won-

ders if thtre Is anything dead in• the
wood: he does not care Jf there is. "*he
sun is getting nearer and warmer, and
Gabr'l succumbs to his inclination for a
cap, which he takes forthwith.

He knows it is 12 o'clock from the
long, lusty shout he hears from his
friends in the cotton field, and he lirars
the deep sound of the dinner bfll from 1

the farmhouse. He rolls over and
\u25a0wipes his Bwcaty face on his shirt
sleeves and casts his eyes on a large

caterpillar that is creeping up and

down on a low-hanging bough directly

over him. Becoming tired of the cater-
pillar, he raises on his elbow and lls-

BEHOLD, lie- comes, the young
subject of the white-bearded, old

kin'r. King Cotton. Only a ellm,

good-natured black boy. Lazy?

No, juft loves to live nnd enjoy life.

Gabr'l realizes he Is dependent on his
sovereign, but just then; the King is
very young, and small and puny. His
Majesty is so tender that the chill air

of spring withers him. and he droops

until the sunshines bright and hot.

Where I* the sin of his young sub-
ject taking a day off? There is none.

G&br'l makes a brave show to his

mother. Aunt Hose, as he starts for the

cotton field to chop, and chopping

means 50 cents a day and rations. But
GcbrTs flesh is weak, and he knows
where blackberries abound with their
rich, winy globules, ar* where they

throw their long v«nes over the hill-
side. The rtlns have furrowed foot-
holds In the yielding clay for the long

h«el of the chopper, and no banks
were ever too high to climb or descend

Trfaen once he had a view of the long,

green trailers lying\cool and moist
with drops of dew.

Gabr'l has an eye, too, for the beauty

cf the new morning. He often hesi-
tates before planting his celebrated
heel down among the growth, and
sometimes, but not always, picks

aside a morning glory vine covered
•with delicate blue-cupped flowers,

holds Jt between hl«s thumb and first
finger and gazes down in the well and
drops it back in the tangled mass.

He looks at the jungle of vines and
wonders Ifthere are any snakes, casts

his fears to the morning t '-. and with

a Bigh of deep conjtent wad » in knee-
deep among his new treasures.

He cannot forsake this slanting field
of fortune. It is true he left Aunt Rose
with the idea in her head that he was
preparing to donate 50 cents and
"findings'* to the family fund. But his
departure from du'r illustrates hew
fate wove the thread.

There are poke berries that can be
mashed until the bloodllUe juice tric-
kles in c gory strc -.in on the ground.

He comes acrors the nest ofhls moth-,
en's old dominecker hen. It's the 'first
time he-. knew where it was. .Well, he
intends to have eggs to eat that night,

he says, "ef de Lawd spare ..im an'
mammy don* keep de eggs fur settiuV'
Haw bushes have to be sampled and
occasionally a long rtring made of
th«m and wound around . his -neck;
where they can be. easily had during
the day. Krog stools can be stepped

on. picked up and examined..- ;• There-
are sensitive plants with pink boiled
flowers that can and must be seen and
touched., else why are they sensitive?
Their shrinking .eaves must, be stroked
until there are no more to close before
he hies on to the scene'of labor.

He tests his voice until 'the- welkin

H« swings the cotton bag from side
to side, and often ends that partof the
performance by throwing it• over his
sugar-loaf hat much a.s he would a.
tambourine.

All this is done before ho leaves the
old horse lot. and then some ,time- Is
consumed in getting to the white field.

There are so. many things to delay
him. There "are th<» flaming sumac
berries

—
he must taste; he sticks out

his tongue and touches Uiem and walks
on.

In the fall Gabr'l has Just as much
pleasure when he joins the ranks of
the cotton pickers.

#
He leaves home with the crocus sack

strung around his neck and dangling:

from his side like a straw colored,

weather beaten pouch. '

Usually he goes with bare feet and

his splayed toes make distinct - rharks
on the dew wet ground and, -Ms bare
legs are slashed with the molstWre from
the dank grasses.

His trousers are pulled up quite near
the armpits and are

'
frequently held

firmly in place by means oi little pegs
of wood or thorns' that are .thrust
through, the cheap, home-made "g*l-

luses." The collar of his shirt is rarely
ever .buttoned and is thrown back to
give his throat the full benefit of the,

winds and the rays of ttie sunthat'.wilr,
coon pour on his head. His hat, has
reached the stage where it might be
said to have gone to seed. Gabr'l was
never in a hurry in his happy life. He
takes apparent pleasure In stopping
some time before he begins his day's
work. He needs to do a little tighten-
ing on the white homespun suspenders,
and to" that end leans one side with
craned neck looking down at his waist-
band and working diligently with the
little wooden peg. .

After skinning the cat until his slim
arms ache and are almost out of joint,

he remembers something . else and
stands on.his woolly head right in the
warm sand '^nd then turns somersaults
and throws. himself around on his hands
after the fashion of the man In the cir-
cus ring;

He expects a sound thrashing from
his mother that night when he goes

home and she finds out how he lies
spent .the day. Yes, he', knows she will
learn all about It

—
his mother asks him

"sich. sarchin' questions," he complains.

The grapevine
-
reminds Gabr'l of

something, for he, slouches over.,to it-
and begins; to try the strength of th«
largest vine, and from that solemnly

commences lo skin the cat, first'for-

ward and tlifnbackward, all done' very
leisurely and with no apparent pleas-

ure, for it is,too quiet and lonely, not
a soul in sight except the noisy, inso-
lent bluejays. .

i<-n» to a couple of^jaybirds io anear
tree and rsmembcrs-lt is Friday. 'their
day for carrying sand to a warmer
place. He has always heard Jaybirds

were addicted to" that habit. There Is
a convenient rock.Yand he tries to kill
one of the sand carriers, but misses -It
and the rock lodges In a large,; thick
grapevine.

"Skinning the Cat"
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