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Iteformer for Reform’'s Sake
ok is doubts; so the Practical
P t a continued convincingly:

Nobody understnod this better than
2 dead Charley Blakley. Blakie,
ws he was called, was one of those old-
Ime rewspaper men whose tendency
to = up kept them constantly
on the € He had been crowded out
westward to Phoenix, Arizona, whera

e made life & resting that he was
pushed over the line into California,
ankf that & merec State line and
t 2 rope was involved in his exit.
But hLe falled to profit by his Arizona

experience San Francisco soon be-

came too small to hold bim and he was
rowded down to a certain interior
town stirring things up for the pur-

pose of getting a Republican ring out
of the Courthouse.

“Now, that Republican ring had ne
business 1o have its leaders with their
ne in the political trough, for the
was at that time overwhelmingly
ratic. But a split in the ranks
of Democracy let in their oppenents,
and once in they stuck through four
elections. As the fifth election ap-
proached the Democrats feit the crying
need of etirring things up. Blakie's
vell-esstablished reputation as a stirrer
got kim his job. He was imported to
stir, and he stirred. But before he got
down to business he almost lost his
Job, because he was looking for some-
thing petty to stir, while his employers
were looking for big steals.

“The paper was one of those corpora-
tion sffaire governed by a board of di-

Demo

rectors, each cock sure that he was es-
out hy providence for the
yusinegs. Blakie had a hard
th t bun They
im some evidence of graft,

brougii

and many

ch,

libel suits in the embryo, all of which
1'.ak e succeeded in corralling before
hatching., Among the grafts was that
of a steal in the sale to the county of
granite intended for the construction
of the new Courthousge. Said granite
had turned out sandstone and pretty

bum sandstone at that. But the coun-
iy had paid for it, although it could be
used for nothing, and was finally piled

up back of the jall, a monument to
methods which should have Dbeen
enough to turn the rascals out.

But although exploited in the Demo-
cratic papers through four campaigns
the pile had stood there without ap-
parent effect upon the voters, who
seemed content to keep the Republican
rascals in and the Democratic rascals
out.”

The Reformer for Reform's Sake
Only, thoroughly interested by this
time, nodded appreciatively. He had
been through many such disappointing
campalgns.

“So persistent were the Democratic
directors,” the politician went on, “that
the sandstone for a fifth time be made
to furnish Democratic thunder, that
Blakle finally went over to the jail to
look it over. To his surprise he found
two stonecutters who were deing time
for some petty offense buslly engaged
in cutting up the soft stuff into queer-
looking objects that resembled hitch-
ing posts, but, made of the brittle
sandstone, such posts were, of course,
useless. But on questioning the pris-
oners Blakle found that the stones
were intended for that very purpose;
that the Sheriff was having the work
done and proposed to present every
county official with a fancy carved
hitching post.

“Blakie c¢ould scarcely conceal his

delight; the long looked for opportu-
nity. had come; to use his own expres-
sion, he had the Republican ring
skinned to a finish; he had caught it

at petly stealing.

‘“However, Blakic had the grcatest
difficulty in kgeping his directors from
quesring his plans, That sandstone,
the directors insisted with tiresome
repetition, had cost the county $8000;
it was useless: the stéeal—already ex-
posed four times w!thout results—
should be expoued agaln. And so on,
and so on, and so on. Because he
wouldn't stir their way the directors
began to doubt Blakle's Integrity.
About the time they had becaue con-
vinced that Blakle was standing in
with the Courthouse ring the posts had
all been finished, dellvered and set up.
Before the house of the Sheriff stood
two, and before the house of the Au-
ditor a like number, and s0 on down
through the list of county officials to
the smallest deputy county clerk.
Blakis had plctures taken of the va-
rious hitching post ornamented houses
and then prepared to open up, He had
something to open up on.

“But agaln did he run up ualmt
the opposition of his directors. ‘Those
posts,’ they insisted, ‘sren’'t worth six
bits a hundred. That isn't the point.
The point s that there was a steal of
$8000 in the purchase of that sand-
stone. Suppose the Sheriff has had two
prisoners cut the stuff into hitching
posts. What of {t? He relleved €ounty
property of much cumbersome rubbish.
It's the steal that we ought to ex-
pose.’

“‘But’ insisted Blakle, ‘the point is
that they'll steal sanything, even to a
useless plece of sandstone, and use
prisoners fed by the county to do the

work for them. I tell you that we can p,

turn ‘em out on the hitching post issue.
You got me down here to stir things
up. Now let me do the stirring.’

“The upshot of it all was that Blakie
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h2d his way, the directors firmly re-

solved that if pothing cameo of it to fire

him and get a better balanced man..
“But Blakie was sure of his ground.
His first hitehing post article was the

sensation of the day. He said noth-
ing about the $8000 steal-—and hoped
most devotedly that it would be forgot-
ten—but he did have estimates from ex-
perts ofi the value of the county’s sand-
stone, who placed it as six-bits a ton.
The stones weighed 200 pounds each.
Ten to the ton, they each represented
a steal of material valued at 7% cents.
The cost to the county for feeding the
prisoners while engaged Iin the work
was 15 cents to each post, so the steal
was on a 223%-cent basis. The utter
uleleasnen of the posts for practical
purposes ‘was gone into. It was shown
that a horse tied to one of them would,
by throwing back his head, break the
post short oft. Two plctures accom-
panied the article. One of the fine
new residence of the Sheriff, a hitching
post on either side of the driveway; the
other showing the home of the small-
est Deputy County Clerk, with & hitch-
ing post ornamenting each side of his
humble gate. ‘From the highest to
the lowest,’ read the caption under the
two cuts,

“The town read, saw and bolled over.
For the first time in thelr popular ca-
reer members of the Courthouse ring
were that night hooted on the streets.
Crowds gathered in front of their resi-
dences to see

and pass jo comment; comment
that tho wives and dm& ers of the
households heard, an en went off

into bedrooms and corners in the sit-
ting-rooms te shed Nothing
takes the life out of & man like that.
“The Recorder, kept awake by his
wife weeping, and having & pretty thin
skin himself, in the darkness of mid-
night got up to help Blakie along. Un-
able to bear the thought of the two

posts front of his house and the
;corntu mz empt. tot M? neighbors, m
esid strongly
es, being M%

wife, got out of bed,
posts and laid t:l:m under a. 8
ay. One of

porters saw him do tt. Bl‘

ot

tll'

noxt day 1.,.4 z‘thu teature of
t\utlon.
ecorder 1e m-ly ng the Of*
fending post under & - He brew

he posts for themselves”

:mnth ehmr;:q‘:m were

also printed two pictures of the Re-
corder’s house, one showing the stones
in place, This he labeled '‘Before Ex-
posure,” ‘The other picture showed the
house without.the posts, and bore the

caption, ‘After Exposure. Again the
town tent delirious with the excite-
ment of it. Everybody laughed long

and hard at the cartoon and the pict-
ures and the semi-humorous way in
which the Recorder's midnight work
was described-—and determined, even as
they laughed, that such a pack of
rogues should be turned out. root and
branch, just as soon as the ballot-box
could be reached.

“That night the Recorder’s house was
the center of attractlon. There was
more mnerve-shattering comment out-
side, and a whole lot more weeping
within. The unhappy official found him-
self losing.caste-in his own family.

“To keéep things going afler interest
in the Recorder's mistake died out,

Elakie resorted to verse. He wrote a
song for the street gamins to sing.
beginning:

“‘If you want to get a roast,

Just set up a hitching post,’” ete

“No county eofficial could appear
the street without being met b
jeering refrain. The District Attor
who in his  indignation aucr.med m
spank ‘a littla hoodlum who had been
mrticu‘luly exasperating and offenslve,
was so bad!y handled by the crowd that
gathered, as well as by Blakie's paper,
that theresafter the singers ran riot and
the officials walked meekly.

“When the campaligzn opened Blakie
imported a barrel of hitching-post but-
tor.s—a hitching-post in the center, en-
circled by the words, ‘Nothing too small
to steal’ Veters throughout the county
fought for the pgvﬂo‘o of wearing

on

he
t

em.
“The Republicans went through the
form of renominating their war horses,

Showing How Ridiculing Small Things
inn Politics May Achieve Big Resuits

who far from seeking ndmination al-
most had to be gilued on the ticket to
keep them from bolting. The Demo-
crats named anybody they chose. But
there was nothing to it; the anybodles

were on the ide of the hitching-
post questi tehing-post crowd
was scarcely hearc I from

“The Republican paper there spent

the following ten years telling the peo-~
ple that Blakie's paper was charging
$7200 a year for doing the county print-
ing, although the Republican paper had
never had the face to charge mors th
$3000. The Republicans also demon-
strated that the two quarter iev'ro
of desert that Blakie's fina direct

had sold the county for $250 an acre y

wasn't worth ten. But it did no good.
The anti-hitching-post crowd continued
in office and so far as I know are In
vet. They are, at least, If they have
stuck to wholesajls grafting and left
the retail to amateurs.”

A VERY ANCIENT JEWISH COLONY IN CHINA

OR more than two thousand years
there has been & colony of Jews es-
tablished at Kaifengfu, China. The
exact date of their entrance into
the country {s not known, but it Is

supposed from a tablet found In their
synagogues at that place that they
must have appeared there about 500
B. C., although it may have been as late
as 58 A. D. It is not until the third
or fourth century that they are men-
tioned in Chiness ennals, when thelr
synagogue is referred to by a Chinese
writer as a “heaven spirit monastery.”
Western Persla is given as their start-
ing point, by which Persia is probably

meant, because of the number of Per-
sian words which are used by the
Chinese Hebrews. .

Mr. Ezra, who 18 an authority on the
subjeet, thinks that there Is no good
reason for the theory that the Chinese
Hebrews are descended from the ten
tribes. There are many references to
these Hebrews from the year 378, An
Arablan writer mentions them as one
of the sects that perished in a genperal

at Kmtu. but in 958 and

968 there are of the Chinese
district oﬂchh oonferring honors on
Hebrews, sad in 1163 the erection of a
begun in Kaifengfu.
W brews were invited to Peking to
e Jjoln the army. In the tt-

mt

information we have about these com-
munities comes through the Jesuits,
who entered Peking at the end of the
sixteenth century.

The discovery of these Chirdese He-
brews was made by Father Riccl, one
of the first Jesuits to enter China.

Early in the seventeenth century,
one summer's day in Pekin, a visitor,
prompted by rumors of the arrival of
certain foreigners who worshiped a
single God, and yet were not Mokham-
medans, calied on Father Ricel. The
missionary, noticing the difference of
features from the ordinary Chinese,
led him into the oratory and knelt on
his knees before a picture of the Virgin
with the infant Jesus and St. John the
Baptist. Near by was another picture
representing four of the apostles.

The visitor «nelt alse, remarking,
“We in China do reverence to our an-
cestors. This is Rebekah with her sons
Jacob and Esau, but as to the other
pioture, why make obeisance to .only
four sons of Jacob? Were thers not
twelve?”

Returning to the former rtant.
mutual explanations follo and an
unforeseen solution ensued. The stran-
ger was a Hebrew, Ngal by name, who
had come to Pekin from Kalfengfu to
rocure literary honors. Ee stated that

his city there were some twelve
families of !moutu. with a falr syna-
goguse, in which they pnpm.d a roll
of the law more than 400 years old, and

in Hangchow, the captal of Cheklang,
there were many more families, alse
with a synagogue.

Scattered over the length and breadth
of China there were others of his sect,

but these were gradually being lost
from having no meeting place. When
shown a Bible in Hebrew he confessed
his inability to read it,
recognized the characters.
that his preference for Gentile litera-
ture subjected him to many reproaches
from the chief of the synagogue.
Father Ricel was able to test the

at et

truth of these statements, and dis-
patched some Chinese Christian mes-
sengers to Kalfengfu for purposes of
investigation, and soon received visits
from other native Hebrews. g

The condition of the Chiness H
brews has been declining very £
since that time. A misstonary in 136
found them in an Impeoverished cond
tion. They had been obliged to t
down a part of thelr synagogue to
it. Finally, some thirty years later,
soclety for the rescue of these )
was established, and in response t
urgent {invitation eight Chinese
brews left Kalifengfu for Shan
They arrived In that city In
1902, where they were cordially
ceived by the Hebrew colony. Qu
tioned as to their observance of
nolaut religion, these Hebrews

that thelr
m




