
on. we 11 tow, you jaouui a- quarter or a
mile.. Then you'll:be out of dangle

"

: "Jack.v..-lJuiiip'b'tfy,:..c'iio v-n • us
'
.vSttong .

Araii*-' \u25a0-: because ;-.~'_ ot '.-/'.his -.'.'speed ai.u°
Ktrens'til,*''*iooQ Ton the overnanyof .v»«:

;Titan, a.long Casting' line*coiit:u::in ills'
hand.I. -A.& = tne s tug - rose ;.on<v. liug«

•'
seu ;

he hurleii.the;lli?ut:line over the water.,
idt:str uck!?clean 4upon /the;I.aer'a rail,
tslipped -'away>.i'ruia^ two '; clumay. deck"
hands \who- tried to /grab* it,",;and? drop-
':pedrback} Into* thel sea. )>A^murmur"; of.
Idisappointment/went up from the crowd
/on- the •steamer. <Bob/cursed }luck"'
under.-- his

"
breathy and"' great /drops ;;ofi

perspiration ;rolled' down his face.'i The;
-;smallest": delay r£meant v.everything /Uo
-:htm, dfor." any.; minute J Captain ;.-

r;:.mighty, become",* suspicious.: and y change-
;his mind. -Kvenrwhilc;he: was: fretting..

\u25a0 "Jack" -'j\made ;- another >,try."< ;Like*:a ;

flash his r.ann- shot/*. forward;"; and the
\u25a0\u25a0' freed line, wlth •all .the :power- of that
"long armibehind;lt:snappedllke:a whip,"
as It straightened out.v Over, the,rall it

iflew, directlyHritolthe'arms'of the sec-
/ondr officer: -vyho':quickly, seized;; it-and ;

;;: ; - ;.; \u25a0

\u0084

A moment's hard work, by half .a*

\u25a0 dozen deck iharids/ and: the; bight of:a
7slx-inch ;i,hawser ;was;hauled -jaboard,
; led*-'under,]; the Hrallland to./the ,
-bits on' the opposite; sldeof. the [steamer.";

Bob^heaved^aSsigh?of|rellef;fthenine;
\u25a0iwas "aboard ;;the;hardest, part of,the Job.
-•Vwas;.done!^ '--..'::.--'-'.---
\u25a0\u25a0'"••\u25a0* *"AUCifast, ;sir!'1 bellowed the >second
/officer.';-- -\u25a0-','-'- ;\u25a0\u25a0•;-"- ,';-y •«>\u25a0>\u25a0 -.
:Bobldld not".waste /••time .:answering,
but;signaled ißllls for-halfispeed ahead./

/^The jscrew [o^theitug began :,tO' thrash"
"
the water

'
vigorously. ;,At.this

*
the peo- :

tple:'on^th^>llner>setJup(a glad^shout/;
>whichrended *as/: suddenlyias {ltTbegan \u25a0

-when they /perceived \>that 'rthe big
"steamer, was- still"aground,- hard and
i;;fast. /-."-. ':-•;- :

"
:;;-:; '\u25a0-;"•" /'-'-;'/.' \u25a0'" -.;' >

\u25a0"\u25a0/As soon /as the>.hawer> was:aboard ;

the 'steamer: Dempiey^and, Dinnle^O'Nell^
had. tsiken a couple :

*
ofr:turns /around =

'the*bits. of-the Tltan;^ and jaa^the: great
;line? felt:the; strain \u25a0;paid ilt'out vslowly,',

:^wlth/ fall /Hheir ./beef" /and:
'strength, to keep it from sllpplng^away-.
Vtoo?.fast.' :" , .''.'." .

"Snub :her, /Jack V'J yelled -• Bob,';when ?
\u25a0;,twe"nty-i fathoms .-had,: bcen^pald wout.';
"Snub (her;and; make (fast!;Lively;boys,

i,iqr;,we'll;lose:;her!"> S"-'-: . \u25a0'.?: v/:r
:Wi th vH;a > •* splendid ."exhibition of
strength and agility Jack » threw Ja half-,

Ihitch .^overHtheV bit,1barely losing va
?. half-fathom sin/ theiprocess. ..The :\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 line

'

imoaned
*and %gfoanod.i slippedca*little*

/then/^ settlings Itself/ in:"a>horrible Jcoil^
around^ the:; smooth ibit,- heldi-llkel; a*
vise. ;:> Another forv safety;

'and the \line/was secured. ; :/ ;
\u0084.:.' Uptli now Bob!had been t too.busy "

to
notice what -had been going among'
the flee t. J/As §he s glanced \u25a0: seaward :to \u25a0

<pick*up?hlslcourse,''|hc|saw;a*biglcomsi
-vmotion* among|the imaritimeJtowboatsL
,TAll:'of,
TA11:'of/them (were^hustllrig about 'like]a^
1flock^of»> hens Handfe one ~;or '.« two». were
/standing^ lnitoward\thei.Titan;:: Bob. didi

not .;\u25a0 like^this land ?made-up Jhlsf mlnd'
vthat '.- if--'any^tUß^attempted .*to""-;v,r'belpv:.'
•\u25a0,vhlmithVre^w6uUUbeUroubl_e3lThe|'near"^

boatIwasjthe jArgo.lthellargest! tugfi
h1n'i the% fleet,]twho.se|captalhr| oldjFrank?AWiley.'Hwaslln^commandilofjetheSexpe^*
dltion. ;\yiley;/was:ib]owingshisl :slren :i

•-|llkel"madsandf-dlsplaylngSagstrJn'g iJbf •
,flags;; at Uiis^masthead;/^Bob^liad : no"
;Uoubt rlthat? the fold-jnanV was v tryinn t to".\u25a0 , \u25a0.

-- -
.'-

' '
-.-:

-
..'

their love,'of a Joke wouldIhave more
effect .with them than any! words of hls.-

"Don't believe the7cap'n-'ll-take^our
"Uno, jest the same," said the mate,:
shaking, his ..ead gravely, after Bob'
had dJernissed "\u25a0 the crew.:"Ye ;knowl
the Northern" people- have a 'contract
with' the Maritime Company." \u25a0 .-

"Well,\we'U try;:it on,"; replied Bob.:
"He's In a \ hurry and /is•likely to jump -
at the chance to get up to the: city."
He's got -ra big cargo of perishable'
freight and a crowd of passengers anx-
ious to. get •;home and , kicking, like,
mules :at", the :delay. 'Tell: y^u .what,
Pete," he added./with a smile,'.?Captaln
O'Hara isn'tr-having. the best time he :

;ever had, -«.nd don't you;forget it.V' ;
. "No, and helmlght' have a wurser one
before. long,">said Pete. <\u25a0\u25a0:

By!.thlsitlme ,the(Titan was well;In
shore.,wJthin!a|quarter,of,a mlle'of the;
stranded liner..."Slowly, shr approached,'
carefully?- feeling -vher/: way over /the

-
shoals 'and^between; the rocks.: .-. * '

"How / the
-;cap'n< ever' got -,over the

rocks Tarid ? shoals,
-
1/durinp.", -'remarked

Pete,^ as Ihe «|lookedlover the
•
rail'; at a

reefjust coveredibyjthe sea: ::;^<;^'-:
"Guess he •happened ;In,";replied '

BobJ '"I'irbethe ;can't; get out:alone,/ though.
We'll have to"help: him tout' after iwe
hook: on." Guess we're; going 'to -earn"
that money,'; Pete."/:, '• ' '.:.

'' ; r
'\u25a0 With /barely' enough rgtcam to- give'
her steerage: way. the .Titancrawledln.^
Her arrival ,was soon. noised* about ana
In a.few: minutes. the; liner's decks were
blacky with passengers,? wildly;- excited
at the prospect |of a"rescue." -:'"'*.* -V-

Bob gave theiwheelito Pete and' 1took
his: stand on the' top'ofi the after rcabin,'
one ; hand ,onßthegenglne-room^gong
pull.^the others graspingja

'megaphone.-'
The Titan swung around.^herlstern" In-"shore." closeito; thei.stem'of.the^llner /

'Take \a Hne,vCap'nn>Bobßshouted f
The :megaphpnej shook ;in hisIhand * arid"
hls-face'waswhlteandset.':- \u25a0

/Captain O'Harat examined I'the < Titan
very? caref ully.i:glanced at "theIotherboats,; looked \u25a0\u25a0 at r thefsea.and} sk'y^ and1
held^al consultation^ with;hls;chief?offi-t
cer. Another glance) at Uhe; water tandhe shook his^ head. :? ,i" •;:"

"No.">;he^answered;4;'don't -think I
do. Think^l^can get ;off undermy; own^
steam. as. 6oon:as;.tlje-tJde';ebbs.", ?'

'._;Old:John! tried;to^.bitft off;a; chew of.
tobacco,; but ithes'pluglslippe'di from'iilst
nervous \u25a0: fingers .and; dropped^ into *.' the:sea. Bob :felt 'his :heartxstop^beatlng^
He tried to*speak, hisVllps;moved. \u25a0 butno:sound came jfrom '\u25a0'. them^

-
7 '\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0

\u25a0 .'-
r ( Captain HO'Hfcra ,had \ho /sooner an-
hounced;his^decisionjthan, he^was sur-
rounded \by;.'excited ;passengers :begging
and. Imploring-* him jto.l'allow -jithe. tug
'to pull thrm off. JM^^SSSBh-

"Take ;,us' off!] Take,us off!/.We'll ail
be :'drowned." /Ands shrieking", a;young
woman, with':ai three-months-old baby
inrher arms,* fell to the: deck-. In a-dead '\u25a0
"faints- :';^/:-..'-'- ;;:^/;::/;'.., "-:.c: :,;..;v :/.--

"Better change your/mind* captain,","-
said •a v tall,-:imposingijman;*.; knowri"as <

the'; financial /leader 1"0f... State V street.?
,Take;::theiHne^/ !;lf,ri'm.:notI«shore :to-
nlsrh t- there'll rbp;the:vV*>ryi»'»vii«to,phv.

-
L»t'the tue;pull;us(off." /Tho dp-nsin'ifi',
of hif\u25a0pas««>n«r«>rs.weiy»':? r"> r"''Ph for"the
caDtnln:- Ho.turned :tolth«v Titon.; : .

"A11\rir''t!"/-:he ;\u25a0: veiled./7?Hcnvc It
abofl-d.r-V^'n ;.try/:it/. Any

'
rocks or

Rh«i.i«tai:i>ji"fi.?".;/.;/•/;/\u25a0 -;\u25a0/; .\u25a0;' :.-:\u25a0/
'M jots of .'cm." answer"''-Rnb wlipn;lifi

''

foulil.sret'his brPHtli> -".'vrVlion
>

yo"u slide

She had the maritime sign onnernscii
/--^a"great white T."

"
V-. *;

.'."A:great white T. That's . the Initial
c of her ;name. ;Good Ood^man, if w«
settle" for "$20,000. we're too lucky to\
live!: vThey : c|n demand salvage! ,

\u25a0.You're 'the..biggest fool Iever met!"
and,', turning on his heel, the manager

/tore up the wharf, bound for his office.
•/r:-:Captain O'Hara looked after him ina
daze. . All at once a glimmer of light
entered his brain.

"Bob Mclntlre? Iunderstand. Ifs
all my own fault! It's all my own
fault!*' /And'lick at heart he returned
to his cabin.

'
; \u25a0\u25a0, \u0084

-Captain Robert. Mclntlre of the sea-
going' tub Titan, thank you. did not let
the grass grow under his feat that
night,'until he reached the office- No
sooner did he show his face there than
Black went for him, swearing as Black
only.could swear.
; "Where have you beep all day?" he
demanded.

-
"What do you mean by

leaving the •dock when we've gat.all
kinds of work to do? Ihad to send
the Phantos down with the digger, and
God -knows

'
whether she'll ever get

there. I'm. tired of.your actions. You
get through this week, see?" and he
returned to his correspondence aa If
to end the interview.

Bob looked at his chief and laughed.
"You see. Iwas pretty busy today

—
\u25a0*•

he began.
'/Busy? "What doing?"

. "Pulling the -lonian off Scltuate
Shoal." said Bob.

"What?"
\'Yes," ..continued the young man.

"pulled her oft all alone, right from un-
der'the nose of'the whole maritime
fleet. Guess the company won't lose
any money off the deal if it's /.wise!
That ought.to be good for a pretty fat
fee, hadn't it?" : . \

"Well. I'll be damned!" ejaculated
Black. He looked at Bob intently for-
a minute^ Then he burst out:
."Why, man alive,Idon't believe you

know what you've done. Iftha lonian
accepted your line .and you.pulled her
off her owners willpay U3 a. whacking
big fee or we will claim salvage. -

How
did: you :doit? Why didn't "the other
tugs do it? Haven't they got a con-

-tractrv
When the rapid fire of questions had

ended Bob explained.
"You*see, Mr.Black,.it was this way.

A;few.weeks ago we were taken for &
maritime* tug because, as Ifound outafterward, we've got the .same bl*
white T on our stack that . they.. ait
carry:. /When Iread .the article in the*paper -this morning about the. lonian
belng.ashore Idecided to pullher off.
I.wanted: tov do .It"for several reasons,
principally because O'Hara Is her cap-

;taln. Iwanted to,get aquare with
ihim." .-
.Black. grinned.. "I understand," he

said. "Don't blame ye!" -
"When Iwas figuring how to get Wni

to^take -ray line." continued Bob. "I
happened to look v? at our smokestack.
The instant Isaw that big T*lknew
howjto do it. .We steamed under her
counter; (the other. tugs didn't dare-
but.Iknew the rocks pretty well) and

'

asked- him if he /wanted a line. I
trusted to \u25a0 the

'
big;T* to fool him:and

Itdid.'. We pulled him off—nearly blew
up the' Titan doing it:guess you'll hays
to overhaul /the/engines and Ithink
th«» shaft's.; sprung

—
and here we are.

Was it all risrhtr JMpPBm
Black laughed ;until he cried.
"Was- It all „.right? Well, some!

That's the beat I.ever, heard. Xo won-
der 'the man was fooled. -:Bob. you're

'
a>

;star.: Let's :go out .and have "a; drink.f.
It's on .me; guess the -house can
stand it!"

' - » ....
7 ln'the.barroom, .just before he drank.

Black suddenly looked Bob squarely,
in. the eye.

' . . " v x
"Bob, 'here's how!" he said, holding

up his glass. ,'!Youfve ,«mad»' \good.'
T'b.ll with the O-Briear

\u25a0
• '- - -' . • •

signal ..the; lonian, out -as nis line '*•*»\u25a0
alreadyT on uhe ste.imer he did- not"
cave. He v»-iis too buay--altbgcther'too
busy—ito

-
bothor

"
with/other towboats;

;As lpnff.aaUhey.. lefthim;alone".wlth'hls;
liityhe: did not worry'about what\they'
did;;if they tried to"interfere;: he'd
see! - -

--'3^a^^^^^»^3qffißSq^gjg«a»W£3
As the ;power> of the Titan's Vengine

was/? exerted ;/upon::the -f,propeller .. the *

stout ihawser^ shrunk iinvBizev 8ize and *tight- \u25a0

ened *llke;a\vlolln^string. X;Great ."drops
of pitch-oozed: from;Itand were-thrown r

In}all-directions;by/UaTnufnborless'vi-
brntlons. "/.-\u25a0 ','•-/- —--v'

- ; '

"Guess" we'd better. send'>>m another
llne.^ Jack,'*; said ;Bob,V after -watching,
the straining hawser for.'a few minutes.
"The

*
old;linens :harder^ to start than

|I;thought;/beats :all - how, sand
v
willscling1to^an .Ironibottom !'.'./"'

After fifteen? minutes' lively work a
second/ hawser.^ was;aboard : the lonian i
and made fast. /V

'

/"Give :all/ she'll stand,* "Bill!"yelled.Bob ;.through , the tube in thepilot :house. r whither he had returned.And;Billdid. - V ;\u25a0~
Lars

-
and ;Jaan. :^the r two "aquare

head'.' /firemen,^shoveled;: coal lncess- i
antly,;and;;the wayJUhe'f deep

"
furnaces :

ate :vp \u25a0> the? fuel ,\would\ have given Jo«
Black f heart -disease. :< Steam <rose* rap^:
idly;, reached the "\u25a0? danger .-. point andstayed! there," the "safety; valve all the
while sputtering like an angry old wo-
man. Bob kept calling for more power :-
andiwhehUiedld not get It.damned the
engines ,and /the iengineer.ulns thirteen
different "ilanguagea-U Start -that damn
steamer^he/wouldslf ihe "killed every
one*\nUhe*sTitanf doing- It;? whatiwas
the idamn^ boat Jgood! for;anyhow,; Ifshe I
could'not start an<old :liner Just touch-
ing.'on a sand/bank?.t? He'd start gome-
thing?ch\S know*the -reason ,why!

'
ThatI*''I-

what jhe'd /do!.-^-Thlnk; he ) was coming <\u25a0

ai1;the way/.frbmiVBoston -
for,:the zex-

'
press/ purpose iiofjpulling? that: st«anier ,
off/the^shoal. just ;to 'be* balked, by a
contrary .'engine/ arid a damn fool en-
glneer?^'^ '.'\u25a0'\u25a0'\u25a0-. ".:.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 '"•.^/.. '\u25a0' - '."\u25a0:\u25a0 ~l~.'

, hawsers
'
relaxed ?alllttle.; their weird. tenorcduetitookvoßjajflower.inote.^and

amid the shouts of 'the passengers the"
luge \liner slidibackward %offIthe shoal .
Into deeplwater. ;.The /second- that
felt the :shock 'he*! threw? off. the' rextra
weights on the -valve. He was not an
instant" too soon. -With a,hiss J;hat'.
could. be heard- far. above the roar of
the :engine, the boom -of;the -surf and*
the shouts of \u25a0 the'people the confined
iteam ,rushed out. The danger was

"over, BUI opened the weather, door of
the;- engine-room. He felt the- need of~
th,e (cool-breeze.

.To guide „the lonian through the
iehannel,; by /the rocks* and over the
*shpals ;was; a difficult -task, but

*
Bob

'accomplished iit without accident./ In
>hour 'the -liner was able to

iswlng around and head for Boston.
As Jackf'and' Dinnle- hauled In.'.their

hawsers "Bobgleaned far out ofJ ..the
. pllot-house/iandv'lnian *exultant voice

hailed ithe s captain r.'of:the . lonian.
'.C' "Guess :you;and ;.I>'-are quits." he
shouted.

-
!'You'irfhear from.my owners

tomorrow!"
"^

/ ,.
'"Don't' .understand,"' answered Cap-

tain O'Hara.
"

, .'.'You'll^understand tomorrow,". Bob
said, adding in. a. voice "that caused

.even \u25a0 his ownr'crcw to wonder:
"Mjr name's ;Bob',' Mclntire." \u25a0

Theh.;he- turned -to Pete. "wnV>. was
:grinning

'
close by,;and.shook his.hand

as :'if he'dvtear
'
it;off. .

, "We -didMt,:Petle; 4we' did it! Made
rgood,,won theimoney

'
and got square !

-What do you say, to that Petie, my gay
buckor-eh?" /

",We sure handed them towboat fel-
lers one ..;.or-two «hard ones." replied
;the /mate.' islowly;tamping his pipe with
a.--gnarled V-forefinger.* "Say, Cap'n."

:wlthravsortiof 'sheepish look; on bl3
:bronzed '*.face, :"say.*;how'd

'
a tall dlper,

>ne,of s them/silky? fellers, go with this
;mug?irHuh!vAndl got to have a bottle
of stuff that *bubbles, like the swells
drink.'! ..: v

rßob Just smiled; he. knew: his mate.
i/•'Ifes." ;said Pete. ->c sure put itall
"over/ the bunch ;lwe sure did."

' •

fri'iDown'•In*?:the -,bows
'
hands were

;holding a .Jubilation .' and were debat-
ing,how.; they {could ]quickest ;and most
satisfactorily, get H rld!'of their prize

Imoney. None .of ;them .wanted silk hats
or f champagne; '<any Uold clothes were
good;;enough for them. •and as for

;llquor. it the *;Jquality they
..wanted. Just .the; quantity. -Let ,them
\u25a0'alone 'tor 'that.- -They knew. So

*
they

sang .. and
"

shouted ?Jahd • had ."rough.
':house" jto:.their .hearts';- "content ."untfl;

\u25a0 the',' boat reached-, Boston. Then Ithey
piled

'
ashore .to drink to .their good for-

ViThlriga \u25a0'-, were^gettlng^warmer; every
minute ;up'«ln\the pilot;house; and: down
in". the ;,engine

'
Vo6ni.l:>fAt].last^'af terien

especially ;»honest ..".;exchange :.of
front 5 compliments between -the captain

;a nd the- 'engineer.' the| latter ;lost .'his;temper." \ •-'\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 ''-";.
*

V >;;•:\u25a0\u25a0 'i ''_'"}' "•*\u25a0'.-* .-
;"Byr God.jßob Mclritire!"ihe: yelled

up the tube.'i"if4 you? want :moreIsteam
\u25a0.I'll»giye' lt'to*ye'!?.' BatJlfiyejdon'tipull
that stub (off'In5 the*,nexv 'three jminutes
jwe'll!allIbelblown| tolhell!",rrAnd;with*
thatUie^clappeda'couple 'of big; weights
'upon \the Isafety-valve^" :: - .';
.iThose^welgh tsldld;. the jbusiness." The

steam
TJ ascended . to^:a --height ;.beyond

Bill's;t wildest t dreams.: andithe?^ screw
increased :|Its'*,revolutions \nearly.];two-
fold.J/iThe,;hawserB\falr|yj shrieked and
thelstout|blts/|built|. to1hold/"igroaned
and^creakcd*fr6mldeck|tQ. keel.^' With
her^timbers-jand-,:: knees S creaking .? and
her^sldes;- trembling,"the- stanch. .boat
loudly.iprotested '^atTNß'uch ;

'
treatment;'

butlin1vDtln.V So.'ij great-hearted jas :.she
she >.;down 5 to.5 her" task

withVail: her, power. J %Every ones* on
boards from2 the|captain sat % theiwheel
to ;cookeyitinvithe v galley,^ held :^hls
breath.l \u25a0 Had ..the^dandy.stug.; at-last
undertaken 'j too? much TiJiWould she

'
fall

themjnow;;.'success :ln";sight?.-."
-

\u25a0 .""•
" '.*:

:*^Suddenly JsoinethliiKS gave way. \u25a0 Bob
started as :if..hu 'had bccinshot:;Thc -two

tune.and /.boasti of
*
the

•
deed in every

barroom '-.of.» the North -End.;
--;'\u25a0 The vllonian:>had ,'j'nojsooner _ docked
than!the -general 'manager; of = the com-
pany'stepped; aboard. His face was rset
and his greeting; to^Captain iO'Hara
wa3;eool.* H«!iwould:not« listen to any
explanation :about~ ;running "ashore. -In
the:fog. but he wanted full particulars
of-ithe.1rescue.^

-
; v

:"What^ boats; pulled youi off?" he de-
manded.' J-;"W« \u25a0 s»"nt vdown almost -'the
wholes' maritime 'ifleet."•/."\u25a0_

"Only one.? replied^ O'Hara, iglad to
change the 4 subject.',: ;"Her "captain, a
young *follow. .V did the

-trick -in fine
shape.

"

Dldn't^have' much \u25a0to do, though
—Just started* us.'.'*

'."What's ;the rnamc. of his. boat?":

SvThe Titan. ofAhe. company's
new:;boats,.: I's'pose. I"never ;saw 'her
before." . < HSRWSPfIfSSI\u25a0.TheVgcnerai manager fairly-howled.
.": "The ;Tltan? ;My

( God." man.
'

we're
rulnedr.Why.'.you- poor"fool, the Titan's
at dirty5mudidigger-^-one: of the; dredg-
ing company^s.boata! What

'
the \u25a0 hell

did you-.take;a.'llne"frora-herifor?"
••p-thoughtyshe;was^a maritime tow-

bdat.'.V; :.';.. "':--_;..> r'.ji <::
, "-i'luu yonask >i»er?" .
/ "No^- I'ditJiVt]think itjwas;necessary.

CAPTAIN
Robert Mclntlrc of the'

Titan, the 'oljrgest mud-digging
towboat in Boston harbor, jumped
up from his berth in the pilot-

house \u25a0•with a yoll'that could be heard,

across llic stream.
•"Iley, l'ctr!" he shouted, waving a

morning: pap^r alxuit his head. "The
northern linor lonian's* ashore, in Soltu-
at<: Shoal. Cap'n O'llara drove her on*T
last niprht in" the fog. Heinember-
6'HaraT'

"No!" replied Pete, drowsily. "Le*
me sleep.-;

—
Bab reached over and gave his mato n

hearty pjke in the ribs. "You wa-ke
up! Iwant to talk to you."

Pet« grunted, then sat up. rubbing

"Look Ikjic. Pet*, you must remem-
ber O'Hara: He's the fellow who lied
so about us to the license board the

time w*; poked the O'Brien into the
ferry-boat. You remember that, Iguess.

Here, read that." end he handed Pete
the paper, pointing to an article on the
front page with his big_forefiriger.

Pete was wide awake in a second. He
read th<- .story slowly, spelling out the
•words will! difficulty, thrn lit his pipe

and smoked reflectively for a few mln-

UtCl*
"Well," asknl Koii. impatiently.

"Can't you sec a chance to square
yards?"

'•U-'a-rn, 1 Bee the ga:ne," Pete aver-

red slowly. "But it'll be pretty "rough

off SStcoate antl a wet job, and O'Hara
won't take r,o iine from us if the mari-
time boats is around. A«d if he don't,

or v.-c smash up the Titan, yell lose
yo\ir lii-pr.sp and 111 lose me job.""

'\u25a0Who's talking aliout* smashing up

the Titan?' demanded Bob. "What

about making a pot of niouey instead?"
"That's all right." his mate replied,

"but you got to think of it! We might

fool the cap'n. and if we did, the boss'd

be tick!ed to death. Dutino but it's
..worth a try. The Tanjr'll go. They're

pretty well done up with work, but I
guess they'll take a cnance." -»'__-.

"Those maritime fellows are a lot of
dubs anyway," declared Bob. "and they

haven't a decent fast boat sirfce the
Jane Smith went to the war. "We can
get down to the shoal before they do
anything; it's only 7 o'clock now. We've

all day."
The Titan had arrived in Boston" har-

bor the night'before. towing No. 2 Dig-
ger. AH through the summer her crew
had been working like dogs on a big
job that had been promised by October,

and as there was a big forfeit if the
\u25a0work was not completed on schedule
time the whole outfit had been on the

f*Qmp from morning till
'
night, and

sometimes all n'ght, too. Now they Mere

to help on widening Broad Sound, at
v-hich about all the dredging compa-
nies of the East had been put to work
by the Government, and which bade fair
to keep every one busy for the next
year or two.

They had tied up at the dock, ex-
pecting to take the digger down the
harbor at daybreak. But the gale, be-
fore which they had rushed down the
coast, had not yet entirely flattened
out. and it \u25a0was thought dangerous to
anchor the dredge so near the reefs,
v.-here the work was to be done. ,On
thjs account the crew had been given a
day's lay-off, which was just what they
needed and which they were to spend
In their* bunks, turning in after break-
fast.

The proposition to pulluff the lonian,
however, put matters in another light,
end, as Pete had declared, every one
"«va.s in favor of trying. Allof the men
t^ere well fa^ffed out from their last
two weeks of hard worß. but the
thought of the "bundle" they would
Eet if successful outweighed all other
consideration?. Ifanything went wrong
they would probably lose their Jobs.
t>ut what's a dollar a day Job when-
balanced against a couple of hundred
dollars salvage?

There •were several reasons why Bob
llclntire wanted to pull the lonian off
the shoal. In the first place, there was
Just enough uncertainty and danger•bout the job to appeal to him. He
always liked to take chances and he,

knew not fear. In the second place,
the project gave him a long-sought op-
portunity to make a grandstand play
before his owners and get square with
«n enemy. He did not waste any time
figuring out what would happen to him
If-he were unsuccessful or if he stove
up the lonian, but he did know, and
mighty well, what would be the result
Ifhe pulled her off.

After many years of plodding along
es mate. "Bob" Mclniire had got a big
towboat. tho Titan, from Black Bros.,

and things had gone along pretty
smoothly. Once he came near plowing
Into another towboat, whose captain
took more than his share of the chan- .
nel, and once he just missed landing
oo a bad reef in the dark, but theso
"near wrecks," as he called them, really
could not be counted against him.

"Joe" Bla^k, the general manager of
the company, had never forgotten the
O'Brien episode, when "Bob," running,
one of the company's Email tugs, had
collided with a ferry boat and smashed
things up generally. ;He did not like
"Bob" afid had given him the Titan
under protest, and it was an open se-
cret on the mud diggers that he w«n
soon to displace the young captain with
an older and more experienced man.

"Bob." who was well aware of this,
did not purpose losing his berth if he
could help it. Long ago he had come
tp the conclusion

;that the only thing
for him to do was to impress thor-
oughly upon his owners, and upon
/"Joe" Black in particular, that he was
:he smartest towboat captain in the

in other words, he would make
some great coup which would coin
money. for the company.

Although "Bob" had: no idea how he
was to accomplish this/1 he .had long
been watching for any opportunity that
seemed promising. As . he read, the \u25a0

story in the paper it came to him in a .;

flash that iho lonian, ashore on Scitu-
»,te shoal, 'was the very opportunity! :

, . . ' \u0084 ..... •.-v \u0084-.-.! ,
If he could make the VrnostXof :it he
wouJd not only wina bis: sum of money,
for his owners, for himself and for;his
crew, but he would-make "good in such
a fashion that tlu*rcJ would be an end
of ull talk of another captain. for the
Titan. •

And. incidentally,'he: felt -that
\\r> could "put itall ov«:r" tho "man /who,
ycanp bcfor<v had -boon responsible 'for
hls^loss of the O'Krlen. / "Worth" a
try? Well, 1 guess yes!,1

'
'muttered

y"Bob."
>\ "Uoln* to 'phono the ofnVe?? "Pete"'
asked, as lie and "Bob" stood in' the
pilothouse, 'waiting for the crew,"; to
cast off.

"So s-I-r-e-c!" replied "Bob" em-
phatically. "If we make a go of

-
this

they'll be so pleased that .they'll!never
thing of calling us .down for not:ask-
ing permission, and if we: don't, why,
ifs all oft* with us, anywaj.'t Besides, if
we call on them they might not let .us
go. The devil with 'em! We're owners
today. 'Pete'; owners -as well as .of-
ficers and crew! We're the whole
thing! We're too busy to phone!

.We've got a man-sized job on our
hands,. we have," and he laughed grim-
ly as he signaled the engine-room and
turned on his whistle preparatory t«
backing out from the wharf..

"Where ye bound, 'Bob'?" called Cap-
tain Jones of the Phantos, the other biff
tug of the company, as the Titan swung;
around and pointed' for the lower bay.
"Goin* to pull oft* the lonian? Ihear
she's high and dry on Scltuate Shoall"

"Sure thing,"' replied "Bob" with »
laugh.

'
\u25a0

"Good luck to ye." Then turning to
his mate. Jones continued: "Damned Ift
don't believe be Is. Iknow 'Bob' Me-
Intyre, and he's just the dare devil sort
of a chap to try it. But he'll never, do
it! Fine boat he has now, but he'll lose
her sure 'as shootin' if he. goes off
cruisln' by himself!"

Down in the bows oLHhe .Titan there
was an air of excitement which the
men. experienced though they were,
could hardly suppress. \u25a0 "Bob's" .was; a.
picked crew, tough to the/ nth de-.
gree. But hard, willing•workers, ready
to take any risk at any time and thor-
oughly reliable when afloat. They
knew that they were about to attempt
a hard task, so 'they, made their,prepa-
rations carefully and conscientiously,
as befitted men of parts. They over-
hauled the long hawsers, foot by foot,
examined the shiny bits and put!new
stops on extra fenders. And. as -they
worked^ they talked in low tones, dis-
cussing the probable outcome of;the
trip. These tough -old scowroen and
deckhands, gave little 'thoughts to the
money that success would bring, to their
owners, but . they did think /with/un-/
concealed . Joy :•of /the many carousals
that^lt would bring.to them. /VBob".had \u25a0

told them what-.thelr' portions/would 1be
and th.e'matherriatlcianl'of: the crew: had;
figured them all out with theistubvof
a pencil and an infinite amount
labor. They knew that;. even.'if '**\u25a0*&
were lucky and pulled the steamer off It
would be a. long-time before , the mat-
ter could be settled and the money paid
over. but. as old John Flynn. remarked
to his scowmate, "Bill".Magulro:•~

"The drunk '11 wait for us to collect
it; there ain't no fear of-the ol* Nort'
End goin* dry for maany years. "And
when it do come It'11 be all the better
for the wait." There's many a philos-
opher among real mud diggers! . .

As the Titan poked her nose Into ths
outer harbor and felt the breeze and
the long swells rolling' In from the
bay, she bowed her head and courtesled
politely. She knew them well/those
old rivals, and she. chuckled merrily in
her steam box at their efforts to force
her back and choke her draughts. "Not
today." she murmured to herseW, and
steadily and;, good-naturedly, she
plugged along: at a nine-knot clip.:

There were few vessels golng:out, as
the weather', was as yet too unsettled.
But every now and. then a -fisherman
rushed by, covered with a cloud of can--
vas.'lee.rail awash, bound for T wharf
with a full fare. On. one o* them was-
an old acquaintance of Be»b's, Captain-
Seymour, who stood with one hand on
the wheel, the other gripping a huge
corned beef sandwich. As-, his "tidy-
schooner slld.down Into the hollow of
a great sea. so close to the tug that
you could have thrown a biscuit .Into
her, he took his eye off the canvas and
his teeth from the sandwich long
enough to report a "fair sallin" breeze
an' a leetle lop butslde-^-Just 'oough
for us. but a leetle too rough for har-
bor towboats";

"
all this with: a series

of winks and grins that spoke volumes
for his sense of humor. ,

Through the main ship channel and
down the coast, past Boston light. Nan-
tasket, Minot's and the long line of
deserted summer cottages, steadily
steamed on the -Titan.

All at once Pete. who. glasses in
hand, had climbed upon the pilot house,
let out a yell.

"There's the lonian!" he cried, "and-
a whole bunch of tugs. Guess we're
too late. One, two, three, five, sev'n;'
eight of 'em." he counted, "all^lyin*
'bout half a mile inside."

'

He descended from his- lookout and
gave the glasses to his superior officer.
Bob took a long look; then, wlthchis
eyes still fixed upon the fleet, cried:

"Say, Pete, .I'm blessed if the lonian
Isn't lying easier than Ithought. And.
Pete, it ought to be-dead ;easy l. to get
her off. 'cause-the beach shoals mighty
fast astern and one little pull is all
that is needed.y Idon't see why-they
haven't done it before. Some one's no-
good." /;

"Sure," assented Pete. . .
"Afraid of the rocks, Iguess!"
"Hadn't oughter be; they oughtcr.

know 'em as well as you." .
"Mebbe," replied Bob, "Iknow 'em

well•enough not to be ,afraid of!'em."
As the Titan neared the 'shoal ithe

steamer and* the waiting tugrW*could be \
seen plainly. ThereY were fewpersons
on the liner's decks, for most of the
passengers had gone .below, weary :ofwaiting for something to be done. The \u25a0

big craft was -.n*no danger, as she lay \u25a0

easily in,the. soft sand and was-high-
enough; out of water" to prevent ; the,
swells

'
from breaking over. her.

';Sev-
eral officers were on the bridge talking:
to the captain of :a life-saving crewr
which had put ;off. from shore , to
render aidjf needed. /All the towboats
weresteamlng about half a mlle;away»>
but evidently.with no Idea'of -trying to
pull; the -steamer; off for;some time to^come.- '
"\u25a0\u25a0; Bob;called his'crewaft. and in a*'few;
words explained .-his -planar Hlb words"
were greeted with ?loud guffaws: and"
shouts ofrglee.~-.He !dldinot waste any
time a6klng,hiß;rnen; for their,- best;ef-';
forte He» knew that their *

greed 7and
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