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In the Medieval Days.

A passag ) do n
; g
n lengt The
pliaild—p 1yye
Scot—wa isted with goecat nd ¥
to surround the waist in
folds or 1 s, and was firmly
D ar ins with a leathern
belt in such a manner that the lowest
fell down to the middle of- the
and then, while there were fold-

the
The upper

behing, cloth” was double be-
part was then fast-

ened to the left shoulder with a'large

fore.

brooch or pin, so as to display+to the"

most advantage the tastefulness of ‘the

arrangement, the two ends being some-

times allowed to hang down;::but that
on the right side, which was necessari-
ly the longest, was more often tucked
In battle, in traveling
and on other occasions this added much
convenience and grace of  the
costume. 'z 4
The bright lined hosiery of:the mod-
vouth most likely originated ijn
gay covering  that the "tribesinen
used for the protection of their sturdy
their of the
same pattern of tartan as their ‘plaids.
The stockings knitted, "bat
were cut out of .the web, .as_ is still
done€é in the case. of those worn by the

under the belt.

to the

ern

the

limbs, for stockinzgs were

were not

common soldiers in the Highland regi-!

ments. Their garters were of rich col-
ors and very broad.. The texture 'was
exceedingly fine, whichi prevented tli<m
from wrinkling, and thus they (Jis-
plaved the pattern to the fulli extent,
On the occasion of aa anniversery cave
alcade on Christmas, when the persons
of all ranks and both sexes appeared
op horseback, the women, in return for
knives and purses given them by the
men, presented the latter with “a pair
of fine garters of divers-colors.”

The women often wore a finer weave
of the ‘clan tartan.' In Scott’s “Laay
of the Lake” we read:of the huntér's
first glimpse of “the 'daughter of the
Douglas— :

A Chieftsin’s daughter ‘scomed the mald,
Her satin snood, her silken . i
Her golden broock, such®birth sbetrayed.

They wore the' plaidtisd “to”the’ tured of _one’ or ‘more colors Tor 'the -
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breast with'a buckle of gola or’siiver
or brass, according, fo the juality of’
the person. Tle material reached from
the neck almostito the .fdet: it ‘was
plaited -ﬁaﬁg]~'v5ds';t,‘§‘d,3"'arou9d the waist
by a belt of leather, studded with gems’

- or smallipieces of silver.

Even beforeithe middle of ‘the fif-°
_teenth century tartians were manufac

&

poor. and were more varicd for ihe{
rich. - The particular sels or patterns
of tartans peculiar to each clan musg
have been long fixed. Every tribe and-
every inland differed from cach other
in' the fancw.of making plaids, as to
tile stripes, the breadth and the colors.
The breacken of the ‘ Highlander was

-
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nized. . But many clans had
to five various
common clan tartan, th
worn only by hims«
dress tartan, the
the mourning ta
royal clan

tartans, su as the

if" and heir; t

hunting tartan

Feor inst
had

of Stewart four tar-

tans; the Old Stewart, which has small
squares of green and blue with cross-
ing bars of black amd red; the Royal
Stewart, which is scarlet rossing
bars of green and roy t

Hunting Stewart, whicl a bright

green with
and fine lines
yellow, and the
known at the preseat day
toria tartan,’

small-checks of light blue
of red and
Dress Stewart, better
“Vie-

rep-

black and

as the

as Queen Vietoria

resented  the Stewart family through
James IV of Scotland and England,
from whom she is descended. The
Dress Stewart is white with bars of

Lright red, dull
and royal blue.

The Highlanders had n
neal, lac dye, foreign
substances to impart various
their materials; but their
n!l'u-n‘.t:d articles with which they found
the "art of dyeing *‘brilliant and per-
manent colors. With the use herbs
énly in the process of dyeing they pro-

green, no

cochi-

nor other
to

hills

woods

tints

naflve

of
duced eolors so loveiv as te excite the

wn of tiv i

admird poiished Greeks and
Romans.: The> had dye which rivaled
the Tyrean purple: the hyacinth is said
to have afforded tifs beautiful shade.
They also produced scariet from the
limestone lichieh, yeilow from the bog
myrtle, magenta from
blue from the blueberry and elder and
countless other shades from other

plants, - Many of these native dyes are

a sort of coat armor or tabard by which still employed-in the Highlands.

his name and clan was at once recog-

The cleansing of the cloth, evel up

the daundclion,-

to a few vears ago, ‘was conduftéddn u
most singular manner. Six, or eight or
sometimes sat down
on each long frame of ‘wood
which the ground. The
cloth being wet, was then laid on, and
kneeling, rubbed it with all

fourteen women
side of a

was placed on

the women

their strength until their arms became
tired, when sat dewn and applied
their bare feet, singing a particular
melody, the notes of wh increased
n oudness as the work proceeded.
! s related « an English gentleman
that, having accidentally oked into a
ottage rhere the women were so eén-
gaged, he hastily retir reporting Be
1d seen whole mpa of furious
s,
-:V. - rm

The Plaid Forbidden.

On August 1, 17:7, after the uprising
of 1745, ct forbidding
the f the tartan or any part
Highland dress, under penalty of
months’ imprisonment for thé first
offense and transportation beyond
seas for seven yearfs for the second
Think of it! Seven years for wearing
your family e¢olors! And yet, we of
this generation cannot begin to realize
the intense loyalty and clan partisan-
ship that the plald betokened. No
Highlander could receive the benefit of
the act of indemnity without first tak-
ing the awful oath: “I do swear, and
as | shall answer to God at the great
day of judgment, I have not nor shall
have in my possession any gun, sword,
pistol or; arm whatsoever, and never
use tartans, plaids any part of a
Highland garb: and if I do may L
be cursed in my undertaking. family,
property: may I mnever see my . wife
and c¢hildren. father, mother or rela-
tions: may I be killed in battie as &
coward and lie without Christian burial
in a strange land far from the graves
of my forefathers and kindred: may all

an was passed
wearing
of a

Six

or

S0,

this come zcruss me if I break my
oath.

Later, in 1782, this severe act was
repealed

When the last hope of the restora.

tiop of the S art dynasty was extin-
guished the influence of the clans was
greatly weakened and the face of the
eountry and the habits of the people
had been completely changed.

So, arrayed in the colors of the war-
riors of old Scotland, we will happily

“gang our gait.” The insign¥a of the
royal Stewart will find no greater

favor than the gay plald of some moun-

ain _clan, and in many a streetcar tar-
tans of highland and lowland will ride
peacefully side by side,



