
A'passage in a-docuincr.t of itjedijval
times says- that the men wore rra -plain
picceof tar tan "-from four, to six yards
in --length, and- two yards- broad. "The
plaid—pronounced played by the itjye
Scot 1

—
was

'
witii tycat nrccty

aud made^ tOi surroundr'-the/.iraist^in
great 'folds or; plaits, and "was firmly
bound around. the loins .with a:leathern
belt" in sueh-a". manner; that '.tlie^lowest
side fell down to ...the middle'lof-the'
knee. and; then, while '-there£.-vvere-f6I«J -,
•ingsfbehind, the ''cloth Vwas"double"^be-
fore.,. >The upper/ part was^then [fast-
ened to the. left shoulder Vwith'iafla'rgV
brooch \u25a0 or ;pin,

*
so- as ;to display >to^the

most '^advantage! the tastcfulriess\of Uhe
.arrange rnent.^t he 'two ends;belng-soirie-

V" \- \u25a0 , \u25a0'. . \u25a0 '- ' '"•\u25a0\u25a0
One extract from the accounts of, the
treasurer to King jimes IU in, 1471
mentions,* "Ane"cine hn«l ane lialvelof
blue tartane to lynehis govriiiof cloth:
of gold-11

—
Halve ane 'cine of doble tar-

tane to Iyne rfdin ooUurs -to her ,Lady
the \u25a0Queen.*-' jsO''wc.;'s«Te that- even at
,tliis early, date ,-the •.\u25a0women: also -.wore
Jhe-clan :.insig::ia. 'Tli3-costufne' r>r the
oldtimo Scot was the :rnoei cbjxiplote and
p.icturcsciue Affair imaginable. ] Nowa-
days ,we tinTiCtimes see- at 'finejvdress
l>ylls and 'on '• the -sta^re :reproductions

v? \u2666thc'!K'aneie"nt; dress,, bJt ru<u;illy'the
details • are inaccurate and it 'i.s only
by-digging-back into the must;/ recqrds

and chronicles of the aneier.c e!an»" ihar
vre come across compietj^aucounti. ":"''
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IT
is going to be a plaid winter

—
a

veritable Scotch invasion. With all
thtir wealth or r gorgeous coloring
the tartans of the ancient clans of

Caledonia have come to add brilliancy
to the season. In*gown?, in hats.-in-
ribbons, in bolts, in every conceivable
form or fashion, the emblems* of old
Scotland are gayiy flaunted. Even rr.in
coats are of criss-cross*' shades' and,

lines and . the somberncs's^ of '.cloudy/
days will be*brightened^ by.' thes» new-.
storm-dcr»crs.^

With utter disregard of;clan fee-ling,

or of- the significance .of the famous.'
tartans, we ignorantly go our way. oft--
times combining the colors of several
lio£ti!e tribes. In al^ likelihood

"
tin;

green and blue, of the belligerent Mae-.-
Alpine;graces a jaunty hat. w:hile the.
scarlot and white of the .hated rStuart
of the Rowlands is paraded

'
in.tiic.latest*

design of attractive neckwear, linagiue.
the astonishment of the Scottish chief- '

tain ifho could see our medley of tileir*
sacred Insignia.?. Iriaginc the svvarUiy'
Roderigh- Vfcli Alpine 'viewing such a
union "«f Lowland and Highland!

'
{

.\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0

-
Clca Vur» airf B't^-tlbn. • tUr;

- *
«re biuuVin^.-Ju"

"'(«.
'

•:•\u25a0\u25a0•.,
Awl thf best -of Ltr.-b L'KJU'U'J' lie <lcad '. «o ? Jicr

eiiJc \u25a0 '.-• '.
- ». \VM««- and Kas«n' tuaiil. .

\j~n~ tlisll.laaiPtit <>ur ralrt.
Tbink of O!«n-Al|>lne with r«-ar s-nd v.itii w<-c;

Ix-aus «n<l Xt-vt-n-plru>.. . \u25a0 s

SiiaVf- nf;.ii«U«j lifiar a^vi:;,
tto&ttizh Vir-U Alpine Jlju..Ui>l:k-rwl*./
•Oh, dear.-it's just ;is'-well li«'s-dead.'

Now that the wearing of"the .tiirtans.
means only the donning of our favorite-
colors and tribal s^Jitinicnt. counts, as' =

naught \Vc liii.c eveu jujn!J!o:l -the.
names of the materials, for in the days
«jf Scotland's power th-2 plaid w«.< real-.
ly the garment and tile t-irt.in was thj,
pattern *of cloth ;of which it. v/ss:
woven. -

The introduction of clanship nr.d-.
tartans seems, to "be beyond tlie reach
of history, for'even as.early as the year,

SI. -when Agricolas invaded North Brit-..
aif», it wa« inhabited by twenty-one

aboriginal tribes, or clans... An<l' then ..
again, the earliest documents and '"pro-

verbs bave references to
'clan tartans."

time? allowed,: to;hang.'down:, but-; that",

on the' right.-side,*-, which ,v.-as,necessafi- '*
ly the -.longest;' was 1more

-
often tucked^

under tne^ belt.''' In baTtle.'iii '.traveling^
and on otherjOccasions* this added much;
to;' the- c6nvenicnce;and- grace. <of ;the:.
costume.'.'". '-I'1.-'.

"' ;. •'' "'''\u25a0?\u25a0
'

\u25a0\u25a0'' 'I;.\ "\u25a0
•;The^brightj lined ih'osieVy' of;the.' mod-

~

crn lyouthi' most' likely;'originated/ in
the 'gay covering* that ftheVtribe jmen?
used for they protection. 'jf;their sturdy* 1

limbs, for=their ;stockings \u25a0' weref of ".tlio'.!•-•
same pattern of*tartan ;is their/plahis.V
The stockings ".- were 7n">«t -knitted, :jb*ut£
were ,cut. opt*vof.-%the-,Ayeb,;-as;-is i

"
still"

dpnet .in the^case; of:.those-. worn, by J tlio->
common ) soldiers "in;the

_Highla*nd!rcgi- !

m'^nts. jTheir^ garters "were :*6f
'
rit:h ciil-

'

ors and vcry.;broad.| -TheV-texturo 'was j

exceedingly tine,» whiciisprevontvdjth- m*
from "".wrinkling.'•andUlius'^ih'ej- \Us-?
played the ,pattern to^tlie- fiiii'extent.V
C")n the occasion of 'an 'anniversary.' cdv-V
.;ilcade- on;Christmas,* whVn?

the ipers'ons]"
of all ranks and ,boia*sexe3; appeared
ori'liurscback; the ,womcn,- in.return, for":
knives, and. purses; given them iby/ih«V
men.; presented, the. latter ;with;"a''Valr»;
of linc.garters s of\ divcrs •colors. W,".

'V- i*(.
• Tlie women "ofteniwore/a-finer \u25a0\voavo. :

of..Ithe ;|clanj lartan.V fln"{Scott's "^"Lady\
of the;Lake,;,; welreadiof J the Ihunter's
first glimpse >of Vthe7daughVi:r.rof

•
the \u2666

/Douglas^',*^ 1f,..;.{;l
f
,..;.{;;,.';;V**;}';iT-/jt ? ~J*-J^<JirI/'A' Chiclftalß*s)%l»\i;Btr"r>'spom<;<KtUevmaid,"':,J;v"

v*»Herv«atlnjsn««iiJ,i)M'riKil!ipnkpl«W;'
-

*: V-.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0"'
iUtT

*
golden -.broucli.^Mivhi!•!r tbibt- tfay«l.*4v-.**';

• 'ThcVV'woro -:Uie
-pia?d4 tioif^lo .J.

J tLo
*

brcast%with^aibuckie'*orjgoia;drV^
oj**"bra^s.^acciordJiVg^ytof the^iuallt^^jfil
tl?e^er son/s- -THc]material Jre«ach?uf frpln^:
the*neckv-almost^to^theAfeet; *it.Vwas;v
plalted*andnwas^ti?d^around the ;-vvaistg
byiaHbe 1tfofllea tjiier,ij^udcicd"\vittijgems^

'\u25a0 Eye n
*'
before Jt heS mIddle'jof*theVf.f-*t.

tcc^h]t^!?^r^\i^^^^^^^m̂a^**£^!>tureV^oft^olTe^or^.inorQ^olp'rs^fTo^*tlie||! >tureV^oft^olTe^or^.inorQ^olp'rs^fTo^*tIie||

pooVi^and^werp .-more i.fqrjttief±
ricii!"'iThe sets! 6r :

'patterns'"
.t,\u25a0.\u25a0 ,-;/*V.-'V".---^

-~ •-"<•- »\u25a0--.-.-.' \u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 —.,- .— »-*.»
*'

of tartans j>ecu .' iar; to* <;acii clan ;mus;.
l]ave";been '.long-f ixed."\u25a0- Every \u25a0'tribo^aji'd -
cVeryiinlandfditfensj^p^OT|ca6h "

ot'.itr*
4^th^^M^^St]^^HjPg^ptai^|3^^f
tlicTstripes. the breadth and

The'fbreacken ;of the \u25a0 Highlander -was;,
a sortfof coat;armor'or;tabard by. which .
hisfname^ndjrclan\was*at once- "rei-uy-

ntzed. •\u25a0. But •many, clans had from one
to -five

-
varipus.^tartans,. suoh as the

common-clan tartan, the chiefs tartan,

".•wornV.only.:by.'.himself *^and heir: tlu;

dress 'tartan, the' hunting tartan and
"the mourning-tartan.' \For instance, the
.royal.clan \of.

-
Stewart .-had four tar- ;'tans"; - the"Old Ptewa rt. -which has small

squares of preen and blue with:cross- "'/
:ingjbars -ofiblack:r.«d red; the .Royal:
Stewart,';. which is scarlet with crujslnjj.

barsVof green "and 'royal 'blue;, th-y
'
Hunting jS.tev.-art," which is of a^ bright

:green -.with smal}~eheck3 'of light.'blue .
-arid fine* lines ''"of black and red '. and

'

yellow,'and .the _. Dress 'Stewart, -better
-

-knownlat'the^pres^nt, day as the. "Vie-;'
-torla^tairtan," -as,- Qdeen Victoria rep--.':

;.feVented>'the- Stvwart
'
family

\u25a0James IV of-Scotland and .Kngl^nd.*

from' .whom she' is\ descended. Th^,
Dross -;Ste wart As white "with bars of.,
bright re,d. dull*green, narrow "yellow •
and froyal-blue.^

'
": . \u25a0.'. \u25a0- The-;Highlanders ".had^neither .cochl--*. neal, lac 'dye,; foreign woods nor other?

HUl<stanc^es v to" impart- various tints to

thoir .'materials;; but their, native^ hills
afforded artlclos.wlth whichthey found?
the sart *of dyeing 4 brHliant and • per-
manent: colors. .With the. use of;herbs"

;/t»"nly-ih'.thfs process of dyeing-they-pro-

tltived colors )Vo- lovely r.s to excite the
'iidmlra\ji>njnf r thv 'pulishfd Greeks and

rlioraans.VTiic:-had « dye_wliichfrivaled'
4
the ..Tyrcan" purple: the hyacinth. in said"

\u25a0to :have. afforded ;:tlX*.beautiful shade. \u25a0

The>^also produced
"
scarlet . from the

."limestone' '\u25a0'licbutCi yellow*from the bog'
;myrtle, 'mage.nta- from 'the- dadilcllon,-^
blueVfrosn* the'blueberry, and'elder and*-

s countless 'other,s.shade* from othsr,
'.plants. \u25a0JvMahyVofi tli«;s«;;native dyes arc i
.stillfemployed-ln^the^Highlands.';' H'

'•'-

;*\Thc~ cleansing, of 'the* cloth, evca up>'

to afewij-ears «go,rwa»'b6naucl<a^irm
most singular manner. Six. or el/ht or !

sometimes fourteen .romen sat down
on:each side or a long frame of,T*ood'
which was placed on the ground. The
cloth being wet, was then laid on. and
the women, kneeling, rubbed itwith all
their strength until their arms became
tired, when they sat down and applied

their bars feet, singing a particular
melody, the notes of which Increased
inloudness as the work ,proceeded-

It is related of an English .gentleman

tliat. having accidentally looked Into a
cottage where the women were so en-
gaged.' he hastily retired, reporting be
had set-n a whole company of furious
lunatics. ._*:_»:.

The Plaid Forbidden.
"" *~T"~r~-.'

On August 1. IT*"'after the uprising
of 1113. an act wsi passed forbidding

the wearing of the tartan or any part
of a Highland dress. _under penalty of
six.months' imprisonment for the first
offense

*
and : transportation beyond

near ,for seven years for the \u25a0 second.
Think.of !it!""Seven -years fqr wearing
your colors! And yet. we of
this generation cannot besrin to 'realize
the- intense loyalty and clan partisan-
ship that *the plaid

*
betokened. No

Highlander, could receive the benefit of
the. act*6f indemnity without first tak-
ing.'the awful ".oath: "Ido swear.and
ai^l'shall answer 'to God, at the great
day^of.judgment."Ihave not ;nor .shall
,hayi»"in ray possession any gun, sword.
'l>l?t"oi;«»rj,a'rm.whatsoever, and snever
use tartans, plaids 'or any part *of.a
Highland .garb: and if Ido so, may I
be. cursed in*mV .undertaking, family.,
property: may 'l nerer. see my- wife
and \u25a0'children.", father, mother or rela-
.ilonsrjmay' Ibe killed in battle as,&

<;oward*and <

lie without Christian barlal
in;a jStrange" land far from the graves
of*my;forefathers and kindred;. may all
this come' ccruss "me if Ibreak .my
oath.""

Later.. In 1752. this "severe _act was
repealed.

'
-When the tast hope of .the restora-

tion of the Stevrart'dynasty was extin-
guished the Influence of the clans was
greatly weakened and . the face of the
country and ;the/ habits of the people
had 'been -completely changed. \u25a0

'''"So',",arrayed In the colors of the .war-
riors' of joId Scotland. ;we' will"happily
~gan g;our galt.".7 -The insignia' jof;the
foyal/IStewart* .will""find* no /greater 1,

favor, than""the gay/plaid of some moun-*
taln;clan.' and;in!many a streetcar ;ta.r;{
tan.rot highland and lowland will ride
peacefully*" side 'by'-sld_e»/.

"

'Tis a Season of Plaids-
D'ye Ken Their
Meanin'?


