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THE SURLY ABALONE AND THE GRIM INVADER
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In the Grip of the Octopus
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These dangerous creatures
To proceed with our quotations
romance:

f the people of Cruz, led by Major Frank McLaughlin,
ire abalones for their tables from the
endeavors were in vain. At last a few abalones
v sort of way, but the supply was inconstant
ingularly reluctant to build up a lucrative trade.
and the others deplored the fact that they could not
alone for their tables.
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Monterey Bay they can get them by going to the United
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states Hydrographic Bureau and paying 25 cents or' thereabouts

for a chart—without engaging in any sort of perfunction or taking
hances of assault by the malignant and dangerous abalone.
NOTABLE NEWSPAPER ACHIEVEMENTS

T has not been the practice in San Francisco for newspapers to

say much but evil of one another, but this newspaper has divorced

itself from that as well as from sundry other practices and tradi-
The new Call does not hesitate to condemn its neighbors
and rivals when it believes them to be in the wrong; it does not
hesitate to commend them when they are conspicuously in the
ght or when they distinguish themselves and serve the best ends of
their—and our—public by legitimate journalistic achievement: Such
achievement is of record on the part of both The Call’s morning con-
temporaries, the Examiner and the Chronicle, in their “rehabilita-
tion editions.” Recently the Examiner published a notable issue,
f which the theme was reconstruction—what had been done, what
vas planned to be done and what needed to be done toward the re-
wuilding of this ruined city. Now comes the Chronicle with an edi-
tion of similar character and directed to the same worthy end. The

hronicle’s annual editions have come to be an institution of interest
and lawful pride to this city and State. The annual of 1906 takes
or its keynote the overshadowing question of rehabilitation, and it
vill be the judgment of newspaper men and newspaper readers, we
hink, that none of the Chronicle’s many and admirable annuals is
nore to be admired than this one.

That such editions as those of the Examiner and Chronicle
should be published in such a place and at such a time witnesses
ost convincingly the remarkable recuperative power of stricken
San Francisco. Both these editions reached a degree of mechanical
perfection that might well have been the occasion of compliment in a
city that had not suffered the ultimate pains and pangs of misfortune ;
that they should have been possible in such’circumstances as at-
tended their production must seem little less than superhuman to
those publishers elsewhere who know what San Francisco has
ndured.

But the best thing about these editions is the spirit of them—
their unshaken faith in the city’s future, their contemplation; bold
vet calm, of the greatness that is to come out of calamity. That is
the right kind of talk. It puts heart and hope into all of us who
prove our love and faith by renewed effort and redoubled energy.
It is the kind of talk of which there cannot be too much. It is the
kind of talk that goes to make up constructive journalism. It is
The Call’s kind of talk.

For these two editions the Examiner and the Chronicle deserve,
strong commendation and high compliment, and these earned tributes
The Call heartily and cordially tenders them. You do well, neighbors.

JERE BURKE’S EXCLUSION ACT

ions
tions.

HE CALL does not desire to assume an attitude of captious
spposition to the grant of necessary or desirable transportation
privileges or franchises, but it does desire to see such grants
made within the law and with due regard for public rights.
The Southern Pacific Company and the Santa Fe are asking for some-

10t get wet feet in coming ashore. to be granted at all it should be under all the safeguards that the
ted by flights of literary fancy | charter provides. Moreover, no such franchise should be given

» we learn, is disposed to bite ' without provision for due compensation to the city, coupled with an

loption for condemnation by the municipality on payment of con-

and | struction cost.

|
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We fully realize that these improvements are

needed, but they should be permitted only after due observance of

pensation for the valuable rights.

the career of Gilliatt, Victor Hugo's | legal requirements and protection for the rights of taxpayers to com-

The railroad companies complain that they are unjustly sus-

be ascribed to the sea fog acting on Major | pected of a desire to “bottle up the water front,” and protest their
at being deprived of a favorite food. When | willingness to permit all railroads to switch cars on the proposed line.
vade Santa Cruz and the abalones begin to fight it will| Very well; if the corporations are under suspicion, they have them-
An army of abalones invading “the i selves to blame, and no others.
f literature™ is quite as terrifying as the spectacle of a’

The general public is familiar with

the dubious activities of Mr. Jere Burke in the Supervisors’ lobby.
It is not forgotten that Mr. Burke was very busy at the time the
spur track ordinance was under consideration. The most important
clause in that ordinance gives exclusive rights over spur tracks any

part of which is laid on private ground.

The purpose of that clause,

as Mr. Burke knows, was to give the,Southern Pacific a nearly com-
plete monopoly of switching privileges in San Francisco.

With Mr. Burke's exclusion act staring us in the face, the
Southern Pacific people need not complain because they are under
suspicion or because the public is not ready to take at its face value
General Manager Calvin’s promise that all railroad companies will

be allowed to use the proposed belt line.

A specific provision to

that effect should be included in the grant.

In the meantime, the merchants who are moving in this matter
should take steps to initiate direct legislation covering the whole
question of spur tracks, and the first thing to do should be to elim-

inate Mr. Burke's exclusion act.

|

NOTE AND COMMENT

Mayor Schmitz may be “clamoring” for a speedy tial, but the
“clamor” is a noise suggestive of that produced by a pig under a gate.

It is not the way the President spells, but the amount of it, that
is making the American public stretch and yawn.

The Washington administration people tore a magazine writer
to pieces because he found enough in a stay of twenty-eight hours

on the isthmus to make a sizzling article.

Roosevelt tarried

seventy-two hours and brought home a message as heavy and almost
as long as his best previous performance.

. Gossip in Railway Circles . T

Peter Harvey, general agent of the
Baltimore and Ohio, who has been in
Los Angeles, is back in this eity.

- - -

The Southern Pacific il in future
supply free meals to “revenue passen-
gers” on trains which have been de-
layed by washouts or accidents, after
two meal periods have elapsed. Pas-
sengers on trains 1, 2, 19, 20, 25, 26, 43
and 44 will have meals valued at $1
furnished free. On other trains the
free meal value will be 756 cents. Mr,
Harriman is careful to announce that
neither beer nor wine nor whisky nor
cigars will be furnished free.

. T -~ @

The operating department of the
Southern Pacific and the general agent
of the Armour car lines for the State
_do not agree as to the number of fruit
cars delivered.  McClymonds said last
Tuesday that the Armour people were
delivering to the Southern Pacific at
the Ogden gateway something like 100
cars a day and from forty to fifty at
the El1 Paso gateway. The officials of
the Southern Pacific say they have re-
ceived from the Armours 178 fruit cars
during the last seven days at Ogden,
and the record for the past seven days
at El Paso is 33, 28, 41, 29, 35,30 and 16,
The Southern Pacific has wired to the
Armours in Chicago frequently for
more cars, and the belief is expressed
that the fruit cars which should be
here are employed to carry beef from
Kansas City to Chicago and from Chi-
cago to New York.

I. L. Hibbard, general superintendent
of the valley division of the Santa Fe,
who has been seriously {ll at his home
in Alameda, is on the rapid road to

recovery.
- - -

It is rumored that the Louisville and
Nashville Railroad will appoint a Pa-
cific Coast agent in this city, and it is
also asserted that the are, Lack
awanna andﬁo Wutenf\r ‘ll“ :bodt to ap-
point a Pacific Coast ht agent here.
The passenger department of this line
is represented by J. F. Fugazi. Th
is also some curiosity as to who w

sm{::‘qd M. M. Stern as general agent

that the agency will be divided, one

man being appointed to look after

freight and the other after passengers.
- - -

Frank L. Miller, who for the past
five years has been the district passen-
ger agent of the Rock Island and
Frisco lines in Los Angeles, has re-
signed to accept a position in one of
the banks in that city. His resignation
will tﬁke effect on the first of the year,
and General Agent F. W. Thompson
has appointed J. L, Stanton, who has
been the traveling passenger agent in
that district, to succeed Miller.

- - >

The passenger department of the
Southern Pacific recelved a call the
other day from the Rev. John G.
Speicher, M. D., whose card still further
carried the inscription, “Divine Healing
Mission.” The reverend gentleman is a
representative of Zion City and is in
this State for the purpose of acquiring
2000 acres of land on which to plant a
colony of Zionists. It appears that
several Zionists are tired of the
troubles with Alexander Dowie and are
desirous of seeking a locality with an
agreeable climate in which to practice
their religion and carry on agricultural
pursuits. Dr. Speicher says there are
g0od farmers in Zion and that he will
bring out West as a starter 100 fami-
lfes. Quick returns are wanted and it
Is thought the Zionists will elect to
settle in the Sacramento Valley and

raise alfalfa. Dr, Speicher is In Los

Angeles,
- . - %
H. R. Judah, assistant general pas-
senger agent of the ‘Southern i
Is back from a trip to Japan. Mr.
Judah says there is considerable excite-

ment in Japan over the school question. | Bu

mong the better classes and officials
the matter is underst: ‘but the ignor-
ant classes have had r minds In-
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and look u Francisco's

:ltrtx;d as a gross lmat to their nation-
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T the time when the unparal- |
leled catastrophe which destroyed |

over half of the beautiful eity]
l at the Golden Gate is still fresh
in our memories and still exciting the |

sufferers, both assured and lnsurers.f

it would not seem out of place to re-
flect on the causes which led to such
disastrous consequences. It seems to
be generally accepted that the great
calamity was beyond human power to|
foresee. While this may be true of|
the primary cause of the catastrophe,
is it equally true of the conflagration
which followed it?

The conflagrations of Portland, Me., in
1866, Chicago in 1871 and 1874, Boston
in 1872, Oskosh and Virginia City in
1875, Galveston in 1884, Seattle, Ellens-
burg, Spokane, Boston and Lynn in
1889, Milwaukee in 1892, Hoboken in
1900, Jacksonville in 1901, Waterbury
and Paterson in 1902—not to mention
a hundred other smaller conflagrations
within the same period which have
thrown their blight over the pilaces
swept by them, and lastly San Fran-
cisco In 1906, all owe their extent and
destructiveness to inflammable. con-
struction. None of these conflagrations
would ever have started, or if started,
would ever have produced such disas-
trous results if attention had been paid
to proper and safe construction.

Is there any one who believes that
there would have been such destruec-
tion in San Francisco, notwithstanding
the earthquake, if there had been no
shingle roofs, no frame rows—if its
brick buildings had not bheen studded
with wooden bhay windows, wooden ad-
ditions and wooden trimmings? If
there had been no buildings higher
than the width of the street on which
they front? Fallen or wrecked build-
ings, would, no doubt, here and there
have taken fire from gas escaping trom
broken gaspipes, or from broken eclee-
tric wires, or cracked flues, overturned
stoves and lamps, but they -would, in
all probability, have burned themselves
out in the place of their origin with-
out spreading to adjacent property. In
the absence of water, the Fire Depart-
ment would have found ather means to
extinguish the fires and ecircumscribe
itsa extent, if there had been no in-
flammable material in its immediate
vicinity to feed upon, nor any to ignite
from flying sparks blocks and miles
away. The remedy, therefore, would
seem to be the '‘ounce of prevention,”
that is to say, in better government
from the start. The State should pro-
hibit in every village, town and city
the construction of inflammable roofs,
or the erection of any wooden building
having a superficial area over twenty-
five hundred feet square, and not then
unless such wooden building has va-
cant space all around it at least equal
to its height, or else is protected on
the exposed side by entire “fire walls.”
In addition to this, the State must re-
quire every flre—however great or
small—to be immediately reported by
the occupant and owner to the nearest

magistrate or Chief of the Fire De-|
partment, with such data regarding|
cause, ownership, value, insurance and
loss as is known at the time, and by
said officials to be. reported monthly |
to the State authorities. -

For further protection against the |
frequency of fires the State should
cause such reports to be classified ac-
cording to causes, localities, direct|
and exposure and conflagration
loss as a basis for intelligent legisla-
tion on the subject of fires and the
protection of property. Such statis- |
tics would lay the foundation of wise
and intelligent laws for the construc- |
tion and protection of property and
would be instrumental in producing
the lowest rates at which it could be
safely insured. It would then obvi-
ate the necessity of all the foolish
anti-trust laws as applied to the in-
surance companies, because, then,
every citizen would have, as a basis
for his calculations, the same infor-
mation as the insurance companies. If
it were shown that most of our fires
originated from matches that will ig-
nite .wherever they happen to light
the use of such matches vould be pro-
hibited, and t should be made a penal
offense to carry or bring such matches
into buildings where a large number
of men, women and children have to
work or trade, or where they may be
gathered together in places of amuse-
ment or instruection. So, also, should
the careless dispos.tion of lighted eci-
gars or cigarette stubbs and candles
be made a penal offense. All owners, |
architects and mechanics, who are in|

any way responsible for the construc- |
tion of a defective flue, fireplace or
chimney, or unsafe setting of a stove,
heating furnace or boiler, should
upon conviction, be likewise liable to
fine or Iimprisonment. Under such
laws, conscientiously enforced, the
regular annual destruction now going
on of one hundred and fifty to one
hundred and seventy-five million dol-
lars, exclusive of extraordinary con-
flagrations,”would be cut down to one-
half, if not one-fourth, and the ratio
of fire loss might be reduced from an
average of over $3 per capita to that
of the average European cities, which
is about 50 cents per capita, and the
number of fires reduced from 4.5 to
each thousand population in the Unit-
ed States to 0.86, the average of those
in European cities, and the cost for
large fire departments and inexhausti-
ble water supply could be immensely
reduced and yet afford ten times
greater security.

I trust I have succeeded in showing
that only those who teach the public
how to prevent fires and conflagra-
tions, and not those who c¢lamor for
more water, more fire apparatus and |
conflagration breeding “fire limits”
laws, without first having taken into
consideration the “ounce of preven-
tion,” which will make the tons of
cure unnecessary, are the benefac-
tors of the community.

GOOD GOVERNMEGNT.

In the Joke World

Answers to Queries

Mrs. Gabbleigh—T told the doctor that
I was run down, and he asked to see
my tongue,

Mr. Gabbleigh—Huh, I would have
told him that that wasn't run down.—
Boston Transcript.

.

“People ought dlways to tell the
truth!” i ’

“Oh, I don't know."”

“Well, I know! The truth never hurt
my feelings.” .

“Did your wife ever call you a fool?”

—Houston Post.
-

“Now that we are engaged,” said the
fair girl, “I don't want to ecall you
‘Wellington.” Isn't there seme shorter
name, some nickname that you have?”

“Why, dear,” replied Wellington, Car-
michael, "“the fellows at college used
to call me—er—'Ple-Face.' "—Philadel-
phia Ledger.

- 3

“I'm sorry I didn't get to that bar-
galn sale,” remarked the soprano. “I
understand some very lovely things
went for a song.”

“Yes, dear,” replied the contralto;
“but do you think any of your notes
would be high enough?’—Philadelphia
Press. )

. - L -

Mrs. Ascum—The paper says: “Mra.
Newgold's method of receiving her
was quite unconventional” I
‘wonder what that means?

. Mr. Ascum—It simply means she is
boorish, but has plenty of money.—
Catholic Suud.urd n;nd 'rtmel. g

Taggs—When will you learn that ra-
% :r# not things to sharpem“pencils

you've lm that hairpins are not
. o oS g & E

¥

WEALTH—Reader, City. According
to the census of 1850 the wealth per

capita was $307.60; in 1891 it was
$779.83, and in 1890, $1235.86.
THE FLAG—Subscriber, OaRland,

Cal. It is proper for the patriotic
American citizen to display the Ameri-
can flag at all times, but the special
days on which he should do so are all
holidays. v

THE LADY'S SIDE—A. Q. City. It
is always in good taste for a gentle-
man to give a lady the inside of the
walk for her protection, especially if
the sidewalk be narrow, but in the day
time he should not give her his arm,
unless she be his mother or one of
advanced age. In the evening a gen-
tleman should give the lady his right
arm when walking with her, though
he may give the left if more con-
venient. Indoors, at parties and balls,
the lady Invariably takes the right
arm of her escort.

DEBATES—R. J. C. This department
does not furnish debaters with ideas as |
to what to say. If you are to debate
on the exclusion of Japanese from the
general schools, you should express
your individual ideas on the subject,
and if you are not conversant with the
mu.‘;ud the files of The Call for
a month past; then you can a Y
ideas to the facts. e

LAUNDRIES—S. H. B, City. There

is an ordinance of this city that reads
“No person

as follows:

| Mrs.

| carnations.

The Sinart Set

HIGHLY successful dance was

given by Captain Henry B.

Clark, Lieutenant Guy E. Man-

ning and Lientenant Clarence
Carrigan at Fort Baker on Wadnesday
evening, about 150 guests being pres-
ent. The affair took place in the gym-
nasium, which was artisticaily deco-
rated and, as the hosts are in the
artillery corps, red was the color most
in evidence. In tue center of the room
was a huge red iantern and dozens of
red-shaded electric lights were sus-
pended from the rafters. Long ropes
of red berries and spicy redwood foli-
age were garlanded about the rooms.
The walls were draped In flags, apd
elsewhere were ferns, redwood boughs
and clusters of Christmas berries. It
was an unusually pretty dance, as
nearly all of the men present were in
uniform, either of the army or navy.
and these, with the soft-hued gowns
of the young women, were most eaf-
fective. A numiber of guests went
from this side and from the various
army posts around the bay, some go-
ing and returning on the Government
boat, while others were entertained
at house parties at the post. Among
those present were Major Adam Sla-
ker, Captain and Mrs. Louls Breche-
min Jr., Colonel and Mrs. Cooke, Dr.
and Mrs. Robert Porter, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Shiels, Captain and Mrs. Hum-
phrey, Lieutenant Commander and Mrs,
E. P. Jessop, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew
Carrigan, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Peércy
Nicholson, Mrs. Gaston Ashe, Mrs. .
Clay Miller, Mrs. walcott-Thomas,
Mrs. James W. Sperry, Miss Maizie
Langhorne, Miss Julia Langhorne,
Miss Jessie Wright, Miss Elsie Sper-
ryv. Miss Mabel Watxins, Miss Edith
Miller, Miss Margaret Thompson, Miss
Alma Bottoms, the Misses Jewell, Miss
Pickering of Alcatraz, Miss Reynplds.
Miss suielen Thomas of San Franciseo,
Miss Helen Thomas of Sausalito, Miss
Julia Thomas, Miss Constance Bot-
rowe, Miss Etelka Williar, Dr. Emgst
K. Johnstone, Paymaster Gray Skip-
with, James Cameron, Ramon Reyn-
tiennes, Lieutenant Thomlinson, Lieu-
tenant Test, Lieutenant MecCammon,
Paymaster Cope, H. Clay Miller. R. H.
Henderson, Dr. urnell, Williard Sper-
ry. Jack Carrigan, Joseph Carrigan,

Thomas Miller, Wayne Patterson,
Lieutenant Robert Arnold, Mr. Bot-
toms, Herbert Bonnifleld and Mr.
Schenck.

Mrs. Eleanor Martin entertained at
a theater party on Tuesday evening at
the Maxine Elliott performance. Those

| present were Mr. and Mrs. William G.

Irwin, Mr. and Mrs. Dixwell Hewitt,
Miss Helene Irwin and Count de la
Rocea. 2

- - .

Mrs. Charles G. Lyman was hostess
at a luncheon at the Palace Hotel sev-
eral days ago. Among her guests wers
Charles Farquharson, Mrs. Wil
liam Gerstle, Mrs. Mark Gerstle, Mrs.
Bray, Miss Baldwin and Miss Castle.

- . -

Mrs. Robert Browne was hostess at
luncheon yesterday at the Palace
Hotel in honor of Miss Whitaker of
Los Angeles, who is visiting friends
here. The table was decorated with
The guests were Mrs,
Joseph Charles Meyerstein, Mrs. Frank
H. Kerrigan, Mrs. Gustave Umbsen,
Mrs. A. J. Raisch, Mrs. Marshal Hale,
Miss Bias, Miss Nora Oliver and Miss
Frances Stewa.rt.

a

Miss Cornelia Kempff and Rear Ad-
miral Louis Kempff, who have been
in the East for several weeks, are ex-
pected to nﬂv‘o here kl.en

.

Mrs. Robson and Miss Helene Rob-
son. who have made their home in
Berkeley since the fire, have returned
to this city and will spend the winter
at the FHotel Lilienthal on Franklin
and Clay streets.

- - -

Miss Elsie Tallant, who has been
the guest of her aunt, Mrs. J. J. Brice,
in Sonoma County, has gone to San

| Rafael, where she is staying with her
| aunt, Mrs. George Hellman. Miss Tal-

lant is far from well and has thus far

| been seen but seldom at society affairs

of the winter season.
- - .

Mrs. Charles Krauthoff, who has been
at the hospital for several weeks, is
recovering from illness and has re-
turned to the Knickerbocker, where she
will spend the winter.

L - -

Mrs. Hepburn, whose husband, Lieu-
tenant Hepburn, U. 8 N, is on the Al-
batross, is expected to arrive within
a few days from the East, where she
spent the summer during Lieutenant
Hepburn's absence in the north.

. . -

Miss Plerce of Sacramento is the
guest of her cousin, Miss Edith Miller,
in Sausalito.

Personal Mention T

Alexander Lilley and wife of San
Rafael are guests at the Palace.

Senator Flannagan and wife of Reno
are at the Jefferson.

S. M. Gray of Seattle is at the Jef-
ferson.

N. S. Patterson of Los Angeles is at|
the Savoy.

F. F. Pierce of Santa Clara is at the
Savoy.

Mrs. A, H. Mowatt of Fresno is at
the Dorchester. ;

Lieutenant A. M. Shipp, U. 8 A, is
at the Savoy.

Dr. and 8. T. Zimmerman of Toronto,
Canada, are at the Dorchester.

H. 8 Ricks, a big lumberman of Eu-
reka, is at the Dorchester.

Captain Lloyd of the steamer Senator
is at the Jefferson.

E. L. Howe, a prominent merchant
of Chicago, is at the Jefferson.

C. Frederick Kohl and wife of San
Mateo, are at the Palace.

E. C. Merritt, a well-known merchant
of Santa Rosa, is at the Palace.

J. G- Johnson and W. Clark of Los
Angeles are at the Palace.

H. L. Valley Jr. of the United States
Bureau of Fisheries, from Washington,
D. C, is at the Savoy.

H. Knight of Tonopah is at the Savoy.

W. H. Barney of Seattle, accompanied
by his wife, is at the lm’o.-iql.

Dr. F. M. Archer of Redding is at
the Imperial.

Miss Florence McCullough from New
York, who is touring the world, is at

| the Imperial.

Cal., are at the

T. H. Clifford of New York is at the
Majestie.

W. T. Kent of Washington, D. C, is
at the Dorchester.-

C. F. Connell and wife of Daggett,
Majestic.

Consul General R. P. Skinner writes

“

>



