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IT
se«ns a great pity that the good

people of Tiburon and their. homes
did not fall under the observation
of a real scientist instead of a mere

writer of stories. A student of evolu-
tion might find much to Interest him in
the apparently amphibious character of
the inhabitants. "Amphibious," you may

find by a reference to the dictionary,

means ','rapablo of livingIn the air or
iiut water," and the people of Tiburon,
rr they do not actually live In the
water, at least come as near to it as
possible and give to their dwellings as
nautical a character as possible.

ItIs an opportunity for an essay on
the Influence of environment which it
really is pathetic to pass by. If I
might hope that this humble story

could call scientific attention to the
phenomenon, perhaps even to the ex-
tent of causing such an essay to be
written by a wiser pen, then the ink
used in printingit would not be wasted

votf:taooft;;*ror nad. *,v The:bowsprit,
wh*eli'alwmy»;teems -such 'a particular-
ly.;*.- tompttnc A-iperch,:*; is

'*
still' >there;

though crumbling, and ithe j.view^over;
the bftr aad -'the hi11s 1s one that:a
;millionaire !• might

'
be 2-glad . to '.;barter

some of
-
his millions >? for.\^ The .tiny

forecastle and!galley;of.the Tropic!Bird
are still.etanding and come in '.handy!
as :a.woodshed.v.^f ;;.";\u25a0• ;r,;-v, f~'"'\''

The 5basement *of\the
*
house Is:in'the.

ship's hold
-
and is

'
the place • which' must

;

be^seen.'v' Even^ If:'it;-never.!* sheltered;
slaves, 11 is •possible/ inIthe ? dark *.room \u25a0

.with*'lts troof water-log-
ged; timbers,^ withithe*<pltty-pat- of'the
drlppln'gjroof^andjtheißwlsh-swash^of;
the iwaves

'lappihg;'oyer jthe jfloor to;get
quite? a\:deliclouslyi'i creepy jsensation.;,
There ,is; quite;a possibility of horrors •
lurking 'inV,the?::dark --corners \u25a0 of

-
the j

prisonrlike' room: JNor.iis .there -lacking
the "rayibf;-hope"^in -the 'shape ;« of..;a <
big

J

hole:in!the; forward iend of' the^ ship j
letting.Ins.a aflood|of"jlight:-,to•play 'on;
the •dark 5imprisoned .waters. .'..The bbt-;
tflmlofIthe!Tropic \ BirdJ is ,-half* on:and )
half1'off.trf.The« additional > floor/iwhlch*
has *been« put;oyeria*portion* of 'ltjlist
sometimes «covered ibyj;sixS Inches ifott
water, ?iwhlchi'^would-^be.lf enough -^to

'

frlghtenievenfa' refugee ;away,lbut;coo-'j
sideling fthe aquatic .^habits] of;the •:
Jtives ritHs jnot*surprlslng^that 'there iis \
a \u25a0 familyiliving/;eating r;and,-sleeping
ln» the "llttle'room- bounded'by «thefin-

given,a spoon to.dabble In the water
and play 'sailing to China. What bliss
we _\u25a0 should

-
all/;have ". thought 'it

'
some

years ago, .when .we yearned to play in
mud-puddles' '\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0

One .might 'think that the people
living over this' crumbling structure
would "enjoy" a feeling something
akin; to ;that-of those' living on the
brink of a .volcano, .thought' lt,is the op-
posite element over; which they live and
laugh;v:but" they -"are

-
evidently pos-

sessed; of the" spirit of those who live
onithe 'brink;of.danger

'
and 'don' t

'
"worry

about ?. their .underpinning.
"

•IThat side ;of ,\u25a0 the square
'
house which

turns 'toward :;land '*;bears la. signDoard
with'.the; name but'; don't
let that "entice, you Inif you are a man
orjscare, you away, ifyqu area" woman.
Ita does .4not

'
meanithat

'
there Is any-

thingjdoingMn the- way of liquid re-
freshment, .though itXlooks like the
"51r'stj; Chance" fand -'Last Chance"; of
the;country [road. ; It•is

-
simply Ithere

for;;the^ purpose" of keeping, alive the
memory^ of:the old ship:which. lent its
bottomlas! foundation "for the "dwellIng.
'And', why/should not"this private dwell-
ing have a name just as well as "the
country,: places' of;the millionaire?
j^Nixtitoc.the» Tropic 'Bird stands ;an-
bthoT .- house i;bearing

-
;the .- Inscription

"The;: Cabin." * 'Undoubtedly;; it repre-
sents 'the^ next' step '.my the :develop-
ment .out lof•'; thei:water.1

*
It is still a

;very, funny. «nAjthen \ again, jsomehow. o'.
\u25a0it? wasn't. \u25a0 -:;

- •.•.;.:•'-.\u25a0. ":;.;^> \u25a0\u25a0'<\u25a0 -•: \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0•.'•< ;;.\u25a0'\u25a0"'\u25a0:- '-\.-- \u25a0\u25a0'.
•:;:;,PromV livingsinIa.Iboat "\u25a0 onf the;water r
}:the .?next '.;step— always Jsupposing \ the

teyblutloni Is?from\the \watery
* element

;toVthe.rsolld- earthr-mustibe • thatfol- Uv-;
•ing^ in• a>;ship on;fand.";:< One

'*
of \ the

-
siKhts of Tiburon isthe old'ship, Tropi*

Birdrv.which.t- lying\;half '\u25a0, on \u25a0*land;and •
'half on /water, .'houses*: three* famlllea, .
"Allimanner >-'of > stories -cluster jtaround):
the irBlrd|» chief;amongjtwhlch*>ii

t.the.itradltionHhatJshe^was'onceTiii^tbo'i:slave-trade. .'"This
*_would jbe'1charmtnsi

-
;lfs true, :but' ttheVe.'islreason\to|thlni l.that:it is ;the

'
creati on

'
ofiar>livelyJtaMiir- f

\u25a0m^lnation,; easily <stimulated Jby/ the': siglxt -
;

-of the old hulk itself.:Therela' nothlo#;in'.the^. world;which!solIncites /fanoyi to*
lispingyarns ? as J.an?, old;ship fwithTiali ->iI

•\u25a0 traditions
-

of\u25a0-.;>adventure^: and'f*trips? *£;
;stVahge how;? lying? stiff>and I":
•stark on" the beach: 'V-\u25a0<* •'\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0

- - ' v

V:iPne'thlngjlB?certainrUhe;Troplc'Blrd'
/lSjOf.aivenerable* age; sofgreat .that
Itimbers. are^fallirig:to •pieces 'an'dfcrum-J'.b!e'.:tb-,the r.touch?. «Sh'« -has ,beeniaibiig-
ln-her time, which <alone
,cate rof ';age, for,Tas (everybody.* knows, t-•brigs iacp nptibuilttnow,* last* own- \,ers were Nick Blch'ard aid' H.iE."Ozouf,?,
who employed^ her Mn>the •coast* freight \u25a0

and codflshlng business,' but'.very -soon ;:
vafter.. they.had •her>> her • old

*

,bonea igave out 'and 'she c6nldfno;longer«;
:.be patched 'up:sufficiently \to ely
;used.- ;So* she: was \rune IntoHhe*cove}
iatITlburon, ;. weigh ted\with* stones Iand %
made into a swimming^tank. '<
,before J. the •".Belvedere v days,'u and *\u25a0the^
Tropic

'
Birdtbecame 7 the {original \sTrm-";

'mer^^esort.of;the>locallty. '-V .
AThen,; after;mlnlsterlngjto thejpleas-^'
;ure rof /the ;gay and- tbe?g-iddy.' forfa;

\u25a0< while, -'she was 'made "\u25a0 into?^ a vhumble^
home „*for;plain'ipeople.*li\'.The> owners >

;;ran \her up on;the ibeachi so % that jfher X
;'stern"- was .',firmly"5stuck Mn':the .•< sand,"
iwhile ,;the

•.bow ;\u25a0; pointed^but >over.? the
'

water.' ..TheY deck; j'allfexcept; the|part!5

Ibefore ithe:mast,^ was; cut'away,; and« on \u25a0'

." the^ ship's :.".bottom^ was vbuilt 2a >Tlarge ?;
;house,> with w the i«entrance tifrom? high;:
,steps on land/*it'ls Just a^ square,* ram-E
» shackle , building,**and Vdoesinotjimake it
".theijm'bstt of>its > advantages] at;all'ibuf'

.'it"what ils)left;of'the voldjshlp'sji
:deck forms ;the "quaintest* back jporch};

gold Is dingy in the one room which
retains the original finish, but It Is easy
from Its faded- and elaborate elegance
to reconstruct a picture of the time
when the cabin of the China, serving
Inall its second capacity of usefulness.was gay with the flutter of pretty
dresses and resounded with laughter
and light music, while the moonlit
beach afforded an.unexcelled promen-

*\u25a0 ade in the balmy summer evenlnga.
But''the ferry had come and withIt the traffic from the city. Society nolonger contented Itself with treading

a.merry dance In the cabin of an oldliner, and it was soon deserted for more
fashionable resorts. Then the cabin
entered upon Its third era of a usefullife. It was partitioned otf into liv-
ing rooms, and kitchens were built on.
It has been serving in. this capacity
these many years, and It Is only a few
weeks ago that it was disfigured witha steep- shingled roof that almost de-
stroys its •

nautical character. Only a
close observation of the doors and win-
dows will distinguish it from any ofitsneighbors.

The arks and .houseboats are fa-
miliar.' InTiburon the owners of such
boats who have forsaken their nomadlolife, but still cling to the water, have
effected a compromise that is half of
the land and half of the water. One ofthe most delicious of these homes wasa big houseboat "moored so that Its
deck and a bit of flooring on the beach
formed one square that was veranda
and garden in one. Steps led downfrom the road -to this nautical EdenMarguerites 1grew close ,to;the water"sedge; gay. flowers were set out in pots
and Ivy was trained over the cabin df"*-
the boat.

Every bit as marine in aspect arethe houses on'elther side, and itIs notalways easy to tell the arks from thehouses. The nautical style of archi-
tecture prevails altogether whether Itis a dwelling that is originally made
to float on the water or whether it Issupposed to be undetachable from theshore. All hang over the water aup-,ported by an underpinning of timberThis beingiso. the narrow veranda orpassage running aromra them is natur-ally furnished with a railing like that
of a .ship, and one might .very easilyleaning out over the water. Imagine
one's self on the deck of« ship On thm
"deck" is s«t a little square housVdistinguishable only by Its shingled
roof from the cabin of a ship nSfirneath. the lower part of the house!painted a. different color, pref^rablrred. and rounded ',like the bow of »ship, carries 'out the illusion perfectlyEverything, via shipshape arid BriWtntfashion even to, the -steps a?ung o*1

a
of
ei?h« a

h
tl
ft
Cal I*°klnBr1*°kln8r Chalnto '»• »W*fVl^?* honse ' by means ot theinhabitants can easily descend to their

-Inbetween; these houses the varlou.iboats frem the magnlflceTt £S£!lboat ;the jiorriest • old:scow :with Uk*. shanty \u25a0on the deck, combined
'
to *rWwhat might bewailed MaJS^RoV^is;a .unique row and ;as

-
trfctm*.^fas it is-uniaue. P»ciUT««<tue

*Tirvlng walls of the ship's hold.
Come to think of it, such a house naa

Its advantages.. Housework must be
simplifiedI,to essentials. No need of
sweeping the'\u25a0 floor;'th« waves will do
all.that. .The dishes might be set out
on'the

'
firmest of the' remaining planks

to!await jthe -coming :of the high' tiae.
w^hich would wash; them clean" and re-
tire leaving them to dry In the breezes
that -blow through the cracks of the
ship. The "children could be. set in a

;tub' to keep 'them out'of mlschleJ and

r*£ter all. Iam unable to say whether
tjie evolution of, the natives is .from
the. aquatic to the terrestrial, or the

otlitr way round. I-lrave that point to,
the sciontists. Not 'that It makes any

difference; they ". arv 'rha.cmlnjs "just'- as
-

they: are, Ithink:" Knickerbocker, the

(KeriUe liistorian of. Xew
'
York, more

'than hints that the vold Outch .house-
Avlves from tlicirr.\u2666•scesslvc cleanliness

--
and their constant daiibling in water
hadIdeveloped -'web feet. The. natives
of Tiburon. do not sliow any: such; de-
velopment, at least none visible to the
casual observer: 'if• they .are -evolved
from mortnaids and

'
mermen, or.' if? they.

-
are tending in.that, direction,' it:ts; lm- ,
possible, to. say.^4t' is in their houses.
•>Tftkicg:the view, that the 'cvolutioj\V
Ik"from,"water to landi; which •may:' be
entirely. wrong. > then ;my

7-friend - tlie ;

boatman-" <omes iat the ;very .bottom, of;
. the,ladd<>r. ;in kindnesß.andjgentieness

\u25a0 he' 'comes -at-, the jtop;-\which' -.is /
•saying }\

\u25a0
much;.-.. ;Sever ;lWas*i,^er«n**ijch".'open- ;:
Moored hospitality /or.siich.wopen-bearted:

;-ofj.questions^'a*;»7lnf; thje iyH- '•
lage kof vTiburop.-y O,td 'l<jartm£:{yrpjr«j.je-;
vjved,- r«stV;? doorfl~-.-<or*ftk^d;'-^on ih*<jft

"HUigteltor \mv>»b*«^efi.t;7j><>uherglrlsTS-an;,
'after- me;-to;*ay that, *'We -have- foijh<l.:
;th*sJ^keyt

.yon ran'-get in,'nowf*I};'1};'.children*'
'showjed 'me rtlie'. sigbt* Ahd^chi«ed;a.w«5 rr
\u25a0tbfeVdogs Tthaf?wanted-^tO

;chew my per- ;-.
• son«l ;b?l^ongfrigs^ '-.•\u25a0•;-"'*'* \u25a0-iCl'"'^!-' ;',;-," -V .'.- In oneVrespectvmy- friend "the? old
boatinsin wasidlfferphtlfrs^i''the others;
that \u25a0 wa^/hils1Very.'real '-"shyness*. .Be-;
<-«,u»« it wai so g^nutn-e-I shall respect:
it and not meUtlonlihlfc-name.' ;He;had::

• done . the honors \of the town . the last:-
:time Ivisited it,v and, had *j>rovided me"
/with a lunch of crackers .and^cheese-
on-the. beach, •regretting that Ipre-
ferred this outdoor repast to:any -In-

'

Cftor :attraction that \u25a0 the .place could
offer. He regretted, too," that*l'grate-;
fullybut firmly'refused to carry home
the remains of the feast

—
something

less than a ton—to the city, and Inhis"
turn refused regretfully, but.with final-
ity, the Illustrated "magazine which/
when,lsaw his Interest In It,Iwould
have left with him.

"Now where do yon live?" I,asked,
when Ihad seen all there was to see.

*'Oh, Ilive over there '.somewhere."
he replied, waving his hand: largely
and Impartially.1

" *

"But where Inth« house? Where can
Ifind you, when Iwant- you to take
me out In your boat?"

"Oh, you can find me easy enough."
And with that Ihad. to be content.-

The next time Icame my. eyes' were
attracted to something that .- 1 had
missed before

—
atrig littlerowboatwith

a tent over It,made of sails, supported -,
by spars tied together at the top. ..The
boat was lying a few yards out

"

from'
the shore, but the children,* who had
been following me, obligingly explained
that you just had to cross that plank
to the raft and. jump over, to the other,
raft, and there you;were. They ;also
told me that an old man lived in the
boat, that he lived there all .the time,'
and had lived there ever so long.-Evi-
dently he was a ;particular friend T of:their*; they" were bo sure of my-ho»-

gSlfemereception ehoulu Ivisit him.' It"
looked risky; but "Faint •heart,"-.

lGtc..'
It was. three. steps op the shaking/ bil-~"
lowingboard,- 'then the blessed solidity

;O^ theJa'rge.raft, then the-moreuncer-
-tairi:quantity -of; the other raft,';. and;. I\
had reached; the entrance to the. quaint*

.dwelling and stood face .to "face .'with.'
the

' boatman, 'who wa«- .working,;hls•
'
broad" shoulders out' of the ;tent; open-

\u25a0\u25a0; There ::was: surprise, on both sides, \u25a0;.

but on his there was something? mor'e*r.i
pain at the treachery, of a friend, shame
for me whohe tlr*ight had played him
a. trick, "confusion at being found out..'
".."No/ y.ou can't come in." No, < I;don't

live here. *No,\ no, no,', you must not.
coine> up; .why,.-\u25a0 you can't :climb.it,",he ;.
ended triumphantly.: . ".'..' ;'.\u25a0

.'.^lt was an unfortunate lino of. argu-

ment.
-
lie' should, not have

my.', accomplishments <in;the way of
climbing. -. The next-m oment Istood;onv
the :infinitesimal deck, for Idid riot*yet .-\u25a0

take hisVpfotest seriously. .".There were
two tiny.rooms; ttn&]Mfettyott£%novri£j"
to", holdr aYcbuch and widoVenough'to-

.admit" of passing: ;between \u25a0> the.^couch*'
and the, tent; wall; the other,, very -much-
Imore tiny,|holding ;-;the;,, owner's ;pots
"and kettlcß,Vltwas "alljupsct.'Vhetbld
;me, and Imust "not .on* any account;
/look In. ,After'admitting;by;his apolo-';

grles;:his' ownership^ he -again perjured-,
|himself by:vowing.;that .it.was inot's his,".;
.then- admitted .that -the .bo'atv was his.
and that ho had flxed"_ltLupHto.gp;hunt-^
ing on th?iriv?r,vbut;dltj.,ri6t;live :ln'it^

'except once: In.a while;; tn^n*;owned* to;
Jvliklng.; tb'be; oil- theiwater. llThel last.

:I:accepted •as; the
'rrearlr thing.:

tand* in 'view
'
-of:his.confusion; I;think r

.7 the angelT-blotted -out . his.
-gentle"perjuries. \u25a0.. :,"-" '

,
;

:;"lr ~'- : '\u25a0'\u25a0
•'\u25a0'":! There^was^dinner icooking in the, gal-.
•ley

-
and

;aendirig '\u25a0„ outu t
"
rodoru '\u25a0\u25a0 of i.things.

-ffylo^/'-'Ast'it^was./quiteXeyldent'Cthat'
••I.was not to;be' lnvjted;to^partake .I^left-
hlm,alpne;wlth"his midday^ meai;,.whlle'

PIPI\u25a0retired ,to fterra >flrma: „:'-.Presently,! he <

:looked out- ;
—

\u25a0 \u25a0; ;~':".;''-^ v ,;" '.'' \u25a0
' -

i-". /'WhatTare
'
you dolrig?" he- said," sus-

piciously..- -\u25a0

'
-:\u25a0 ,'\u25a0-'\u25a0\u25a0.'

- "'- *" " '\u25a0•\u25a0' ; 1
'
1"\u25a0••\u25a0•

t
'
'Trying, ;takeia picture i;of. your,

\u25a0 bouse." >» ;-».
;'--\ /^ .""V '.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0"\u25a0""'\u25a0\u25a0 :~

More protests. Then,, more suspicious-^
, ly:. "The tyoung-. feilow,'that ?-was} with'
\u25a0you this morning;.whar was;,heiup^to?'*<
."He"took, a picture of.your,house, but

• I*'want*one -with you. in;It. Ĵust" stand'
where you are,' please.'*- yr'i \u25a0\u25a0"' \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 ''"?,''.'/\u25a0',' *'•<;

\u25a0 "No, no, no, you 'are'notVgoing^to
put an ugly old fellow.like;me^ in"a
picture." vrt',: •

"You are handsome -enough.
'
Just

Btand stUl." •. \u25a0'-.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0;•' -\u25a0..*. • > ;<»-'-... \u25a0\u25a0

But"I;spoke ,to the;empty ,'alr. .- "
He

had idisappeared '\u25a0 within';' the : tent,^ and
peered' cautloualyjoutfonce 'InJ a'! while
to

'
see -,IfIwas »stilljthere. ;\u25a0 .. . ;..[:,

An:hour^later iImet :him >inihlsiSun-:.day best,' carrying; a.-blg s buhch <of.;red!
berries as an offering to his friends in
the

-
city.. ;- After :• anihour's .'reflection'

the wilyold man bad seized upon what
he felt;to.be the

*bestVline", of;explana-
tion. ;, \u25a0 He :had

-
lived>in 5his \u25a0;boat -only

\ since ,the;fire; for;they,;have \u25a0had •
a.\lire

in Tlburon,i too.I•* I«\u25a0I «\u25a0 assured? him; that'
Iquite understood, :was true,
and made all the apologies Icould
think of.' .The'hurtlookdld.notileave:-. the ;kind old' face, but I\u25a0 got

'so; much ;of
. forgiveness ,:as \ to' be:.invited ~to

*
come

\u25a0 over and >get .some :red 'berries] another
-time.'.../

''. -;.-.. ." • -.
"
: ,\u25a0-\u25a0 I';Z-i--

No w, by(what ;principle; of;evolutioni
;on*land 1or sea ;should a man'.whoi'pre-':
ifers ;living;oni.the Vwater/ be .ashamed;
of being caught lnthe act?- 'It was all

\u25a0HID which furnishes the bouse, but<~n| i
is taken completely out of Its na-
tive < element , and set firmly on the
dry land. It Is the social hall of the
liner China, which, after a long and

course of travel between
\u25a0t^V'port and the Orient, was broken
up and burned for her copper fasten-
ings. Before this ignominious fate be-
fell her the cabin was lifted ofC and
after being sold to Mr. Bichard. who
had rented the beach from Mr. Ker-
shaw and built most of the houses on
it, was made Into a dancing ball. The
spacious hall, which now is divided
Into three rooms, was ornate with

fthite
and gold, more magnificent than

aany a fine ocean liner In these days.
he high vaulted roof being particu-
irly effective In giving an air of

The white has become gray and tot
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