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ieutenant L S R C 3

ves at Point Barrow, Alaska,

e most northern point of Neorth
America In. the early summer,
when the ice pack moves off enough

to a w the whales to work north-
ard, while = presenting an inpene-
trabdle fromt to the whaling: vessels,

Ittok goer out on the ice with his

peighbors nd plunges harpoons into
the whales And he fires bomb guns
st them and misses three-quarters of
uem. And the whales go off soma-
where and die with harpoons or bombs
in the wvitala

But Ittok doesn't care, so long as
he catches 2 whale once n & while,

hen he does get one, his party at-
vides up the whalebone and the blub-
ber. Tttok takes his share of the blub-
ber and dries it for his winter food,
while the bone is sold later to a whal-
Sy captain, missionary er other trader
'r' mueh less than its value. The pro-
ceelizs are expsended for flour,  calico,
cartridges and other necessities, which
the same people let him have at ex-
erbitant prices

Of sourse, ﬂ"{s means that Ittok must
wander along the verge of starvation
toward the end of the winter. But he
iz used to that His fathers and moth-
ers for generztions have starved each
year, for s season, before the ice loos-
ens around the short line of Point Bar-
row

Tramping through the snow and over
the drifted ice floes is very wearing
on mukiuks Now, no self-respecting
Eskimo man will chew the skin of
Ugearuk, the big hair seal, to make the
soles of his mukiuks. That is woman's
work In fact, most of the ‘work of
village is woman's worik
WYWhen the schooner Vine was unloaded

an Eskimo

at Cape Smyth last summer the women

Joined he - lugging bags

of flour, coz salt, evervthing In her

carg to - to storehouses

o of rear of winter ice And

the or difference between the labor

of the women &nd of the men was

*hat ¢ burdens of the women wer>
P a e

Hence it is desirable for an Eskimo

mar arr

o ppreciated ' of

r oA fe ctic He had

= o T that Tereedlok,

dau of old Antone

rite Bells could séw skins,

soles and tote «ocoal better

Her v ady in his set

So he sought the compa * of Te-

yeedlok: - In the wrestling bouts of the
vililage Ittok always did his very best
when Tereedlok was near. He affect-
ed gayly ornamented clothing. The
wariety of clothing &t the-viliage was
pot great But bright red calico is
much more alluring for an duter gar-
ment than is blue dungaree or a gvmqy
sack

And Tereedlock smlled ;;h,-:s_l:‘lok,
But her smile was sad. Her -stern
guardiens, the Portuguese Antone and
the Eskimo Belle, bad promised her
bhand to another. to one who had come
nearly three years ago from St. Law-
rence Island, away down to the south-
ward, beyond Bering Straits. He came
from a land so distant that the mid-
night sun could be seen only from the
tops of the higher mountains, and then

ut for & few deys in the year.

¥"hat right had this interloper from
the far south to come into Tttok's vil-
lage and to thrust his unwelcome bulk
between him and his sweetheart?

Tttek and Tereedlock did not know
thet, from the beginning of  -history,
stern parents have cemtinually tried to
force thelr daughters to marry eligl-
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ble sultors. :/or dld they know that
lovers have generally managed to elude
the vigilance of the jailers. The situ-
ation was .absolutely new to both of
them. But théy met it in the saine
old way. They eloped.

Difficult Arctic Elopernent
An elopemernt is &n easy thing. when
all the accessories needed are a  1gd-
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der and a dark night, But Tereedlok

lived in" a one-story hut dug into ths
ground and eovered with turf laid over
the jaw bones of whales. A’ ladder
was distinctly out of place. And:-by
the time-that they had finally decided
to steal away the long ‘winter had
passed and the sun, having risen, re-
fused to 'set again and it was daylight
all night long.

£0 Tttok thought and thought: Tt
takes an- Eskimo a long time. to think
anything. Finally Tereedlok, who had
been thinking too, suggested that Cap-
tain Hamlet,- . who was then éoming
north on the United States revenue cut-
ter Thetis, might marry them. :

Marry them! Ittok .hadn't thought
of: that: His parents had -never been

married, nor their parents before them. ~ °

‘Had there been accurate records in the
village, which there were not, he would
have known that marriages had been
very, very rare in his family history.

Tereedlok's' family had been equally
unconventiéonal, If not more mo. But
she had heard that white men and
white women married one another. She
knew that white blood was suspected
to be In her own veins; and she so
represented the case to Ittok that he
fell in with the idea of a regular mar-
riage, with an elopement to break the
force of the blow.

The Arctic steamer Thetls had been
steadlly pushing her way to the north.
Never had she seen the ice floes plled
so high. S£he had carefully threaded
her way through the leads between
immense floating cakes of ice, around
dangerous and Incorrectly . charted
shoals as far as Polnt Beicher and the
Sea Horse islands. There & solid bare
rier of ice extended, so far as the The-
tis had been &ble to find out, clear
scross the Arctic Ocean. She had al-
ready run into several blind leads and
in each Instance had been ferced to
scuttle out at full speed to keep from
being crushed as the ice closed in on
her. 3

On August 12, 1906, the Thetis lay
off Pingoshugarun, one of the Bea
Horses, moored fast to & grounded fleid
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of ice. Tne fleld was about a mils
iong, half a2 mile broad and was hard
and fast on the bottom .of the ocean,
where the water was sevem fathoms
deep. And this.was an isolated cake,
left by the pack which had drifted a
few miles off shore.

Away to the northward and inshore
& brown spéck showed,among the daz-
zling white cakes of ice and slowly
grew into a skin-covered umiak with
tur-clad Eskimos, who swept the sea
with steady paddle strokes, Clear

‘from Point Barrow they had come to

trade their furs and ivory on the The-
tis. The distance -was fifty miles, but
the Thetis would give them more for
their skins than the trading stations
or missionary would think of giving.
Part of the journey had heen easy.
It was pleasant to sit in the boat on
thoss  long  stretches where a narrow
stream of open water lay close to
the pebbly beach-and their dog team
raced along the shore while the light
umiak trailed gayly behind. On the
other hand, it was hard, dreary work
dragging the canoce over. the many and
wide Ice barriers, covered with hum-

-mocKs around which they must haunl

the boat, with: here and there a cre-

vasse or some mound where they must.

1tft her bodﬂy to surmount the ob-
stacle. .

‘ But here.they were at last, seven of
them. And, as they" dashed alonmdo
tho ship and tumbled up over her gang-
way with their tur! it was discovered
that one of t!xe. w paddlers was a
woman. - It was Tuudlok. ,Dressed in
a’ hooded parka of deerskin, lined with

| printed calico and worn with the fur
‘next the skin, moomkln tro\uen. seal-

skin tqufuy and, fur, mittens, she

o~ look«ln,mlp}l uksammtanc-
- ond. mp@ Was  necessary: to correct
“ %.the. error. - But . the . second. look dis-

e biue, tattoced lines run-

ungderlip do'n over nu'
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rounded chin. These marks showsd bee
‘o be a woman, and to be worth frem
two to three .of the native male Inhabi-
tants of the Arctic zone.

Firsy the visitors had breakfast If
you stop at an Innuit village in your
travels. you .are welcome to thefr
scanty fare. They expect you to ex-
tend the samée courtesies to them when
they visit you. - And you always do se.

After. breakfast they plunged into
the business of trading, a business
which is at the same time their mest

. alluring recreation. The mem of the

Thetis used the few Innuit words at
thelr command with a wastefulness
that was npot in keeping with their
scanty store. But the Hskimos prefar
to hoard whatever English words If
any, they have acquired from fifteen
years or so of missionary school teach-
ers.

It was several hours before it oeo-
surred to Ittok that he was one of
the .central figures of a romance. It
was Tereedlok who finally drew her-
self reluctantly away from the delights
of trading and suggestead that the
umalik be asked to marry them. 8o,
with the aid of Tommy. the interpreter
from Cape Prince of Wales, they went
bashfully into the pmenct of Captain
Hamlet.

.t was a sarprise to the eaptain to
have natives ask to be married. He had
joined many couples, principally white
beachcombeérs and native women in the
holy bands of matrimony, but always
heretofore at the instigation of the au.
thorities on shore. - So he was delighted
to grant their request.

The captain sat the time for the wed-
ding st 2 o'clock In.the afterncon and
sent messengers all over thea ship with
verbal invitations. Then the ship's
company took charge of ali the ar-
rangements. It was found tkat  the
bride had come. from Point Barrow
with her trousseau on her back: Naeaither
she nor Ittok had a change of clothing.
What is the use of lugging clean cloth-
ing around for a year or so with no
chance to use It?

Gowning the Bride

So they found an old skirt that had
been brought from San Francisco to
trade with some native for & peolar
bear skin or perhaps a Russian sabls
orf two. They made her a walst by
winding part of a bolt of spottad blua
calico about her and pinning it here
and there to make it look as much as
possible like a Delineator wood-~cut.
The bridal veil was a mosqujte net
when the Thetis was stationed st Hou-
olulu.

The brideBroom looked very uncom-
fortable In a cutaway coat and trous-
ers, part of ‘a white shirt, collar, neck-
tie. old campaign stovepipe hat and &
fancy vest that he mustn't touch with
his hands on account of the bilack
marks that h;nds always maks on
loud vests.

He placed on the finger of his bride
2 ring with: a sparkling gem, a ring
that had attracted the eye of ons of
the crew of the Thetis as it lay on the
counter of a 5 and 10 cent store in ofv-
ilization, and Captain Hamlet ' pro-
nounced Ittok and Tereedlok husband
and wife amid the clicking of cameras
and the cheer of the ship's company.

Then the principals had to stand in
line and be photographed. On the right
of the picture is W. N. Landers, As-
sistant District Au&rney for the Nome
district, wno gave the bride away. Next
comes Tereedlok, then [ttok. Next to
Ittok is Captain Q. C. Hamlet. U. S R.
C. S, commanding the U. S. S. Thetis,
and Unlted States Commissioner for the
Northern District of Alaska, who rep-
resents the newly discovered “law of
God or man, north of fifty-three.” On
the extreme left, on the other side of
the hose real, stands Mr. Thomas Illo-
yak, whose name alone shows his
familiarity with both the English and
Innuit languages. He was the best
man. He is one of Mr. W. T. Lopp's
natives from Cape Prince of Wales and
now helps teach the school children at
that settlement. Lopp understgnds the
natives, has devoted his life To them,
l;ll never tried to use them for his per-
sonal profit and, as a result, his na-
tives show® progress and the settlement
at Cape Prince of Wales is prosperous,
clean and happy.

After the ceremony Captaln Hamlet
provided a wedding breakfast of candy
and chewing gum for the Eskimo
guests, and then the wedding party got
tlto their umiak and paddied merrily
towud the shore, the bride wielding
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