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THE "COMMISSIONAIRE" OR PORTERTheatrical Advertising Column
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NO VISITOR^Inf Paris, has understood, at .first glance.vwhy certain, mighty.-lndlvidu-:^. als stalk about, '.overshadowed by.gray.felt hats whose vbrims 'are; over, three .-feet ',4.
•'-in;'diameter. fTr,These{ strange 'beings are usually- to be discovered! ln bantis.of ;•

and;they.:rarely move many blocks without making a. descent 'on •somej hosspltable^.-"!.*!
cafe. • No,beer ;for;them!* a- good big glass) of« red! v-"-.Their "'lnsignia 'stands* in trowsixprop- -••>
ped. upon jcanes ..against--' the 'Twall.V- They 7are", termed by "'\u25a0knowing vParisiansV/'.les" ports ;a^;r
la farlne" (the; flour.: Hercules).-, for, their sole duty in life 'is' to ;unloadt trucks of '\u25a0• flour;i>
In;<™«f of the -übiquitous bakerr. :..\u25a0 ,•:\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0•' ;\; ,\u25a0, '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0: '"'\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0:'\u25a0 \u0084"': \u25a0 •-' ;'.•'\u25a0• r

f
'"\u25a0.:'
'-.',\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0[ \u25a0\u25a0%: \~< -\u25a0. ;>X'7

THE NEWSPAPER KIOSKS

/\F AL.X. Ib« delights of Paris none is greater than .the privilege that' great city
I1 affords of squandering hours and hours of-valuable time at the bookstalls on the
\) "quais." For miles along the Seine are ,spread those enticing cases of books.

most of them worthless, but many of them- just Interesting enough;to rally.the flag-
elng courage of the searcher. These miles .of jbooks on the Paris quals. constitute.Beyond the .shadow of a doubt, the Tantalus of modern times. W. -night the . book*
remain in the cases. The lids, lined with heavy, tin, to..keep- out the. rain, are fast-
ened down by means of a long bar which extends over half a dozen cases. These are
storm and burglar proof. " • ' "
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A:CORNUCOPIA- of.Ice cream, the delightiuof' which :young; San Franciscans are lust
to/.appreciate,^ Is an told-establishe4 institution in Paris, and may be had

.for^just»one;'cent!- Moreover,? itMs.to.be' found -at every street corner.- But ice
;.. . ?

-
cream Jnranother form appeals? more strongly to Parisian school childreu: in the heavy

Whallow glasses, at «on'« -cent/ or.'.lfone'is overflowing- with riches, at 'two cents. No
t'".spoon* is* necessary. The glass Is. shallow enough so that' even -a very, small tonjrus
; "may 'reach ;the^ bottom, v No 1 one pays k

-outright for his, ice cream. He tarns the wheel
\ ..atvthe comer -of vtbe carL -This costs 'one cent.- -If-yie wheel stops at a lucky number

he gets .two. cents' worth In a big glass. Ifhe loses h« gets a small glassful as a eon-

,'\ "Jl,UCH.of \the '\u25a0 work %which here \u25a0in > America, is \u25a0 done <by_ boys.; In the "older countri**A/\- falls to the lot of men. For instance. In.Paris newspaper boys are almost unknown;
7YV:-mature; men. gain their- livelihoodlin way.. Boy bootblacks do not ezttt^^Tros.. \u25a0-••; s enough there is little need for them, since it is the laudable custom of maids* andmen. servants at. private houses 'and hotels to black"the boots of*

v the family and: th.»
guests everyj morning.'.IBut if it rains andi one.must: have his shoes ,shlned a second \u25a0 tim«
he -.Is very-,sure*, to find\at*.almost •:\u25a0 any -corner * ».\u25a0 "commissionaire. \u0084rwith1

\u25a0 the -necessary,
bootblacking: equipment. . The :"commissionaire" derives his money his usual task
of carrying parcels.": For "this "purpose" he has .a" movable' rack which'- he ''harnesses to>
his -;back.,. :The \u25a0;. amount.. of merchandise' which*he; succeeds in carrying, thus 'is aatound-
lng. The agreeable part Is that he -is always at his corner or' in, the wineshop.adjoia-
ing, waiting- for 'you to make usa of him, ; •
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THE ICE CREAM WAGON

SUPPOSE a mercnant- on Market-street. should use '.half 'the'" sidewalk, for the: display
of his goods; suppose a-grocer should pilevcans- of tomatoes and sacks of potatoas
in front of "hJs store.'glying-to the:passers-by just:room enough "to squeeze past each
other on the sidewalk,; or forcing..them to. use th« street. , That is.what happens in

Paris, .-and no one complains, •>not even -.the'-offlcious .policeman. It Is' all ivery.^welPfon
the- wide boulevards, but: walk down the narrow,, streets; and. you -will see people stand-
Ing 'almost under ;the 'wheels;- of '-passing -cabs, selecting ,a s pair of- slippers or*.;a:bolt
of:ribbon from" the, huge., trays, which stand, on the sawbucks: and extend- over., the side-
walk ,iInto' the street. > Even .on .the .boulevards the sidewalks are blocked in,-front> of
large 'groceries between -8 and '10- o'clock Inthe' morning. :It1is at: this time .that*every
thrifty housewife sets -out with ''her; net 'market-bag, to make the purchases for-the day.

•7*r T .FREQUENT lnter%-als on the important streets of Paris there are placed ,at; the
./ \ edge of the sidewalk cylindrical columns in which street-cleaners keep their tools:.
f—\ Th> butside o? the columns, which are, of course, the -property of the city,: is util-.

ized for the advertisement, of.the plays. . All the theaters,; from- theT* most .pretentious
tb.the most obscuTe, aim to- be- represented on -these, columns, for. there -are «rowds :.of
Parisians whose . knowledge of current theatricals is derived almost' exclusively from
this.: source. . \u25a0 .\u25a0
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THE QUAY BOOKSTALLS

it=rNiParlsttheprQsperity.:of.a famllyivar!es directly as the ribbon T7h!cn coats' cownward ">
rom2the»backtofiit«K''nounou's" rrhead. A t;-'The*,vnounou",is theifamlly ,nur3e. and natur- I;v,* :ally.imothers 11HkeHo'hav;e.theIrJbables.attended»- by good-looking and- well-bedecked-v^£v*nurses*r«.Hcnee; If,a;family,lslrich.it canjafTord; to provideuthe "rtounou'.* with anv ex,

|^q»jlsltely.>_dainty TcapiandTa"niarvelous;plaiid' ribbons
-

AlonCHthe* fashionable avenues andwinvthe; parks jthel,Vnounous" fairlyjswarm.'t and Uhe.flowingr^ribbons.-* with 'their '-brilliant;^col«rs/jmake^one\thlnk;that*;a?raJnbow. JUas;trippea;on^sometlJing*and;faJlen Jto''««^

WE. benighted San jFranciscans' must walk*blocks,, sometimes, to. get, a newspaper era magazine. But in Paris' every »block • has from one -to four kiosks 'Where, It'ls t-
poeclble to find any newspaper or magazine one •

is;likely,toiwant" -:Numberless peo- '^
pie gain a complete knowledge of current events; and' current>Jokesifrom<a'.perusati^

of the periodicals spread outin front of.^'kiosk.v '^ The pass ',the r"word along*.
t^rhen a new number of a comic magazine appears. French .\u25a0jokes are*more jor*less i^
racy. Such a paper, as the Rlre<usually prints*a particularly laughable 1 masterpiece', on
vthe front pag«, and the" schoolboys.' eight.yearslold andJupward.'Jknowijujtiwhlchikioski .
\u25a0Ifeplay* the Rire.first." ,\u25a0 ;Some^ papers publish.a.page)fun:of-i"funny:'jplctures, v'andsatitha^-,bottom of the sheet you r«ad^"Continued*on*th«*other;side,V^andiyou:njust.'buy*the'papert^
,to see the other side, lIMIIML -,'.'\u25a0- '

'\u25a0-'\u25a0 f^VERTicafe .In \u25a0ParlsThasvwhat- ,'lf".more formless ? presumptuously :!cal!s, Its jrtcrrasae.'V". :
t-aVF^-ThaKVteiTMseV^it'cthftihalf 'ofMheisidewalk^ in|ifront(offttheicafe.'^N.oSEarißianj.ever^.^
, ,I t̂hinks: of3 drinkingihis* glass tfof?beer^ his' \u25a0l'bock."»tinßidefewhen%a-laeattori^theF/;ter-^;.-."
y^!^rasae'Uls<empty."prn;the;m^'*

\u0084\u25a0 aicafe/fc-but *<toward ssundown s every-*"terrasse" Iin?;Paris -;Js 5? crowded.'^ No^good '.Parisian
'^\u25a0VWbuidSthlhkk'of? Boing'togdinner r£without.'hiß^appetizer.^ThisMs|usually. ?ia*glassiof iab-^* :
'vßinme.yana'evensabisinthe; itselfrls^insipldiunless J supped io in?; the/.open ;air.;>.\u25a0 Then,* after; •/

•J:';dinner; a">. glass ?of coffeel on <th'evA'terrasse'^ o f;a*tnearbyit cafefilslanral most? necessary /a|d^;^
#£;to;digestion. ;-Thev tables fonithajsidewalk ;are-snever/ removed.^ and [%. even r,tho?w,inter ;,_,;,,
il-fimonths gmany \u25a0> good Parisians gprefer,ito«eatii outaide.V*lmaglne ? eating *atfive3 course hdin-v"V

ncr yon% the 5sidewalk ;-of :&ifrequented^boulevard ;'with?tiM>U«»lld» *Oftpeople* »treamin#
"'

\
7 by;:and;gß^ing;atsyou!jf;TetiW^ltJhappeai, >
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SOME QUEER STREET SIGHTS OF PARIS
STORES ON THE SIDEWALK

"GERASSE" ON BOULEVARD SAINT MARTIN

THE "FLOUR HERCULES"

NURSE MAIDS AND RIBBONS


