
Eong Distance Balloon Record
Held in America 41 Years

The Account of Wise's Great Voyage From«St. Louis, Mo., to

..::.... Sackctts Harbor, N. V., in 1859

drifting to Sea in 'a Balloffl
JhliUlng ;aiid Impressive Experiences of a Pioneer American

POSSIBILITIjES OF 1 AN AMPHIBIOUS
v

AIRSHIP H
First;the SuccessfuK" Water Skirimer," Then the
S "Flying-Mactoe/^ Saj^-Prbfessor Todd•::»»>\u25a0; operations.:' •

f J. mad.V'"many "flights from Boston.
\u25a0 Two balloons were to ascend on on*

'\u25a0:\u25a0 occaß'lo'n, 'the- first piloted by Seth Slm-
:monS'of Providence and the second by
:"mys<»lf. Simmons was in training, but
=:liinited'in"experience, and Iwanted him
"to go- alone, particularly as the wind

'."was :blowing seaward, but E. B. Has-
!"keJl- of. the Boston Herald, who had
-been up "with me the year before and
i thought he knew a thing or two, kept
:teaping me for the vacant Eeat in Seth's

-. car. \u25a0•
•' ' . \u25a0 :

\u25a0 .Yielding .against my bet-• ter Judgment, 1 consented at last when
;Simmons promised to follow without• fail my Instruction to

-
drop Into the

landlocked bay and thus make sure of
.drifting into come of the islands.

• *
Contrary to my expectations, when

they floated away, the balloon kept

:rising until It disappeared in the east.
Ifollowed half an hour; later with my

-large balloon and a half-dozen passen-
gers, going at a gentle gait of eight

or ten miles an hour. Passing by the
islands we were making 'for. a strip;

.of sandy beach connecting the maln-.land on our left with Point Shirley, and
as we sailed by Winthrop Head some
one bailed us and startled us 'with th*^
firsformatlon that the other balloon had
mone to sea. A few moments later we
Ced landed on the beach, .quickly emp-
tied the balloon by means of the col-
lapsing cord and hurriedly mado :our
way to Taffs Hotel at the Point, three-:
quarters of a mile away.

Ther* we learned that; the lost bal-;
loon had been watched from the hotel
by the aid of glasses until'it was; seen
t*alight on th* traterand flnaljydrift:

CitAJCCE
more.' than. ofty years ago

threw some balloon literature in
my way:which captivated my. fancy and *et me to longing for

b. balippn; of my own, Just as so many
are do-fns now. • On-e story In particu-

lar by Monck Mason of a voyage from
London' to;AVeHbutig in Germany with
Green, ".the famous "English aeronaut,

ir.orfe.ithan aijy other gave the cue to

Famotu a« in \u25a0 Aeraaaat a Cr-nfration
\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 ;.. :: .:' •

'
\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0• >»• '

•'.

Samuel A.King

spondent. ?**th*rs feeeazn* tmpUsatsA .
and a Mr. Sawyer was hurried outstd* '.-
th* inclosure and. as a policeman la--.-
formed.us, was taken to th*calaboose.'
We were told that a knlf* was taken •

from him by the police. In the mean* .
time, after the first encounter. th*:
stranger had coolly walked off about
his business with the wla* bottl* and'
was seen no more." \u25a0 ... '\u25a0.:"'

The outfit of the aeronaut* is de-.
'

scribed In detail. Below th* basket :
was hung a large lifeboat, for

-
us* 1

"
they had to land on water. Thr*« e.i \
the party rode In the boat, most o' th»'
trip, while Wis* was In th« bask*t to.
manage the valves and adjust th* bal-
last. During \u25a0 the night on* et th*.:
men called out to him. but-received no
reply. He had fallen aaleap and. was
almost asphyxiated "*by *scaplnj; gas ..
when he was rescued. • •

••
• • -.';.

"We await with anxious lat»r«it In-
telllgence from the daring navigators.";
the dispatch concludes. \u25a0"What- n*tr .
discoveries will result from th* suc-
cess of this adventur* w* can' scarcely- •

predict.' It will b* tlm* *oo\igh to.
speculate when wa hear th* glad tid-
ings of victory." \u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0.'\u25a0

Wise. La Mountain an 4tJag«r r»-
mained to gather up th* remnant* of
th* balloon, but Hyd* hurried back to

-
St. Louis. In Buffalo h* g»v* th* \u25a0

Courier an account of the trl?, which .
was reprinted In the Herald. • :•.".
i "Their motion was vsry ripId •

throughout the night."- says th*
Courier, "incliningrathir toward th*.-
north with calm and beautiful,

weather. The aeronauts found it Un? "\u25a0.
possible to perceive their exact reckon- •

ing during the darkness and went to.;
sleep, but Mr. Hyde, to whom th*
situation was most novel, found him-.
self unable to enjoy that luxury.

"Toward daylight . th* altitude to..
which they had attained

—
b*tw**atwo

and three
'
miles— rendered

*

th* cold
vquite severe, but by no means painful.
as they were w«ll provided against
such a contingency. They rea«h*d Lak*
Erie, above Sandusky, about 7 la th*.
morning of Saturday, and th*nc*
floated rapidlybut silently down, pass*' :
Ing numerous vessels on their route,-

until about noon. wh«n thsy w*r« Op*;
posite Buffalo. \u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0 ..

"In the last one hundred mil** on"
this lake a current of air tn which .
they floated gradually bor* them to
the water, until on several occasion 1

their elevation did not exceed 800 f«et.
Soon after passing the falls th*;
strength of the current rapidly In- =

creased until thsy neaxed Sack*tt»
Harbor. When over Lake Ontario and-
about thirtymiles from Us shor* Itb*r
came a.violent gale of wind* Wotrtng
almost directly, downward. * - :•:.•

"Every effort was made to 'keep th*.
balloon up, by throwing out ballast,"'
stores and instruments, but In spit* of
all their exertions she mads a tremenr .
dous dive, striking th* water, staving
the boat and nearly bringing about, a
fatal termination of th* voyag* to Mr:
La MounUln. Th* balloon then rushed
headlong toward th* shore, which was

•

reached in a few minutes, wheno* 16"
plunged into & dens* forest at a speed \u25a0

which Mr.Hyde estimates at about two
miles *,mihut*v The grapnels wer*.
east loose, but th* strong iron hooks
were wrenched off Ilk*pip* stems.

"The boat, which was still below
them, want crashing through the trees.
leaving a path as If the locality had .
been. visited,by a tornado. Mr. Hyd*'
says that trees of a foot or more In
diameter were snapped asunder as If
made of day, whll*.th# branches were
flying \u25a0 10 \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0•v«ry direction. After pro-
ceeding about a mil* at this rate. In
momentary expectation of destruction,

th* balloon was dashed against a hug*

tree, by which It was collapsed, and
scarcely anything l«ft of Itbut count-
l«ss ribbons.
"• Vlt seem a marvelous that no live*
were lost, but this was doubtless owing

to th* boat, which sustained the shock
of th* forest.

' '
-»

: Undtt the heading "City Intelli-
gence" the New York Herald of July
2 had a notice of the sailing .of the
balloon. "The monster balloon trip
from St. Louis to New York; the aerial
'ship expected today," announced the
Herald. "Yesterday afternoon was the
.time appointed,"/" the notice continued,
"fon the .departure from St. Louis for
this city, a: distance of 1200 miles.
Mr..La Mountain, the projector of the
gigantic affair,- reached St. Louis ,on"

;Tueßday;.last; TueBday;.last and-;lmmediately made \
to

-
take ,his departure

*

:yesterday. \u25a0>: The common council of
that city granted the free, use of the
most prominent square to the aero-
nauts, and it is supposed that every-
thing was ready at . the time men-
tioned.* provided the weather was aus-
picious for the inflation of the balloon.
Messrs. La Mountain. Gager and Wise
w*r^ to be the only passenger". The
distance— l2oo- miles— ls bo utterly In-
significant, should, the balloon get into
a -favorable, current of "> air, that the
voyagers may be expected at any mo-
ment. Eyes up."

\u25a0 This gentle raillery would Indicate
that InNew York the project of cross-
ing the continent from St. Louis was
not taken very seriously, although the
balloon was well on its way east
when the -Herald appeared the next
day.".That was before the era of rapid
communication by telegraph, and the'
unhurried assumption that the .balloon
probably started according tovsched-
ule, with no [positive news to that ef-
fect,from St. Louis, is rather startling

•..these -days.

The Herald's Account
"

It*.was four days, later before any
detailed account of the trip was pub-
lished in New York.' The Herald on
July 6, however, had full details, and
headed its account of- the voyage thus:

(By Aerial Dispatch.)
Through the Kindness of Messrs.

Gaser and La Mountain.
.To. the,New York Herald,'

New Tork City.
St. Louis, July 1, 6 p. m. (Post-

marked, Adams, N.T.; July ,4).
In"an account of the departure of

the balloon ;from: St. > Louis the corre-
spondent quaintly describes the "pur-
loining" of a bottle of, wine Intended
for Wise's use on the trip.. There was
the usual confusldn attendant' on the
iInflation of & balloon and

-finally th«
:police cleared . the field where the bag
was being filled..On* man. a stranger,
proved especially hard to handle.

;-..;"In;the r grand ;row/t.says :the corre-

;-vThls ;is ith* \u25a0 first public statement i,6f
th* kresults -'\u25a0 of,Prof essor -Todd's .;ex-
periments made in a report -to the Aero
Club of:America:

"'
;. , ' >

:;:\"Fromith*.first-my.:faith -was an-
chored ;toIthe-ultimate \success "\u25a0 of,some

\u25a0type Torj"other,"of,aviator, mach! he.'V says

tProfessor li.Todd.7A"Balloons i;:and .'; dlrl-;glble cars \seemed tto *be ',useful merely
as passing stages ;onithe way, to":the

1perfected? type) of[aerial -engines. .:Sub-
sequent events have'only. served to con-
Iflrmlthis;opinion^ , f

;
\u25a0 *-. ,.

"What? shall "be; the .design Vof that
machine ;is!not

-
yet\ fully,;settled/ and

it1.never
-
will,be >settled ;by.theoriz-

,ing.t iOnly
i
.*xp«rlm*nt"in'"^th* jlabor^f

atory;ana:ln the open; air can;ever *4»^

PnOFßssoß
iV;DAyip- todd. •;.- di-

r«etor of ths Amherst College ob-
s«rVs)tory,:ha« designed an am-
phibious airship which he calls a

hydrodrome, or water skimmer. He Is
confident;that fhe has ;almost .reached
success fins his investigations, and pre-
dicts that his invention will prove to

•have -at
'
:least '-twice th*Ispeed :of \u25a0 th*

fastest motor boat, with all the added
excitement for;the operator. \u25a0

:wProfessor i;Todd's • .interest iiIn,aero-
nautics -: was •aroused •by-a J visit to:the
;late "„Professor.;; Langley «,fifteeniyears
ago, and since then h*-has devoted
'considerable \ time to \u25a0 attempts ,to

"
solva

"the "problem of:navigating; the \u25a0 alr.'fA
ream sin.'the^topCof .ithev'old'icolleg*
tower at 'Amherst was fitted -up as a
:launching :observatofy.t and aeroplanes
of many shapes 7 and material were
'tried." .::;.\u25a0,•:: "\u25a0:-' /:. V;::- .\u25a0';:.-; \u25a0- -.

for;sbuoyancy the heavier and more
massive 'water acts instead of the
lighter '-and; facile moving air/ Trial
speeds for 'water skimming, therefore,
need not b^ anything like »o great as

« are1necessary for. aeroplane support of
a moving body in free air alone- Ibegan
experimenting on the«« lines In 1901.

.-, \u25a0 "First.:the physics of the hydroplane
must :be: Investigated :e,xp«rlrnent*ny.

• muchas I^angley did for tb* aeroplan*.^
v.;,-;' ."Second. :the efflclenoy of different .*

forms? of iscrew must .be
.including, the

-
best number of blades,

0 thelr^individual shape and relative ap-:.-
rangement: about; the propeller shaft.

'. This is well advanced.
% Onlyjthe most

"
rigid experimentation

(can ever determine these points. Mere
:theory -Is practically.: useless. Then,

too. :the ;of propellers sis'- most--. Important
—

the 'number of jpairs, rath-
er, as they should be "disposed sym-

'imetrically .about:the '\u25a0'. median :-. line
-

oC
'"'Uhe.*machine "and revolve \u25baIn ,opposite

directions. RBHBNHbmVsVHsw
"Third. jitIs necessary;. te-.inirestlgat*

/also many means ot diirtlnlshlnc 1
\u25a0kin friction of hydroplan**. ThLs, tee. :
'is % purely experimental tescartk, aaiy
la part ioosa^e*.^

termine it. The question now.-as X un-
derstand :It,}is:largely .one of,machine
design, embodying sound physical prin-
ciples already ascertained and not ex-
ceedingly, difficult to apply. :".

"But,before we,solve the problem of
the flyingmaqhine we should, in logical *

order, attempt the simpler on* of skim-
ming..the surface of still.water. Sim-
pler and easier this problem li,becaui*

against the %\&t of a vessel; where it.hung for a moment and then sailedaway out of sight.
' ;

Night was; coming on and nothing
could be done but hasten' back to the
city and await development?. "A con-veyance was obtained and heavy, heart-•dly we made .our ..way back. - driving
directly to the \u25a0 hotel. There we were
met at the entrance? by two" of the
most lively ghoets that ever -rodethrough space or walked beneath themoon. There were:Simmons and Has-
kell! 1 don't know how i-'acted—
foolishly, Iguess

—
for I:never was sobesido myself..

But Imust t#U their story. Has-
kell said it was all his fault, that
Simmons wanted to'.follow ;my Instruc-
tion, but that he had persuaded: him
to ride higher in search of a contrary
current, such as we- had found the
year before; but the higher they rose
the farther they went out to sea; At
last, as they watched the steadily -fad-"
ing shore .line. In sheer.: desperation
they descended to the lonely waste of
water. Nosljrn of sail or;help of any
kind 'seemed to;be near,r and as \ they
dragged over and :through the waves
the end seemed drawing nigh.

'
Has-"

kell. to avoid becoming, involved In any
entanglement 'within the frequently;
submerged car, got on the outside and;
clung to It by his' hands. '.;;.* ':y'p. .T-s

Haskcll's Miraculous Escape •• *

Thus they were trailing and swinging
from wave to"wave,-when they sud»'
denly ;,beard voices"; and a small ;
schooner appeared* broadside before
them. Somebody cried;out, .'.'Look out,^
there!"? and -Haskell,;struck^ with- the
Idea" of 'a: terrible collision, let 1go h|s
hold.and floated away, whileISimmons
Was dragged up the vessel's side to tin
deck.- The ;freed YofXits "load,";
flew ;away." and:.was :not

"
seen tagain; ':

Simmons •was frantic Tover;the;disap- :
pearancer of "^gotv the:
crew Iso jexcited that 1when; they ? tried

'

to
"
lower the boat It was ;swamped :and:

one -of;their ownlmeniwent overboard."
Think of this delay and Haskell utterly
losjL! ;The", search -which >ifollowed

'

proved * frultless.'but £ fortunately]:Has-
kell was a champion swimmer and did
not.abandon, hope.

'; '.'\u25a0 , :v\u25a0'

Miles away a yachtlotd of Fourth ef_
July.:>pl*a*ure-seek»rm- ;from Balem r

sailing for home saw ,the balloon overthe water and watched it'collide with
and escape ? from

'
the schooner. •Mak-

ing all sail.v.they, drove straight to-
ward the vessel, and in doing so, v.-lth-
out realizing it- they \&>)t a direct line
to where Haakell was rfwlmmihg.iThey
gathered him!inland' continued -on ito
the «cho6ner. where they, picked:Sim-
mons up"\u25a0-\u25a0 and. continued jon their 'way
horned The^/arrived lh Salem Just in
time for:the Boston, train and were at
our hotel ;.twenty^minutes- ahead ;of
us. 1 may add that they^ never: cared
to."Join; any aero- club again.
.'Hundreds lo'f;person*

"
have -shared

my aerial 'journeys, and .:orie'.'u Luther
Journal, accompanied me '\u25a0\u25a0 no -lest than
twenty-flve times.. Sometimes we tail*
ed iin\u25a0:parties 6t vsix \u25a0or \u25a0 eight '• and ;at
other: times :h«;and Si;went up alone
from all;parts, ofk the country/
experiences We shared rlways seemed
to ,whet Ihlft appetite for more. '

He
never consciously-. :i*lsinp,d,a >;single
Item of the • record, for he thought anewspaper.: man was \u25a0 a fool to -pit his
invention against reality. His truth-
fulness captivated V;me and obtained
for, >him these ;;many \u25a0? opportunities >to
gratify hl«vlove for;ballooning. '-\

We sailed Itogether.,' on '.'.* several ;oc-
casions from Plymouth," :N.« H.;-wlth
various :results.: butIone X.voyag c'

\u25a0 was
remarkable enough to occupy a place
in: the ;;history?"of balloon

-;adventures.
It wa» \u25a0 a cloudy; September; afternoon,
and -mr a-\u25a0 fine;drizzlingirain*,we? roseand' soon .were" \ lostT in;the clouds. The
situation :•\u25a0 within a. dense r.cloud ;I-be-comes ?,very Fdepressing. V The dark/gray ;=."-mist

'
,• Inclosed ?£ the

'
car :' like;a

pall. The lower portion of the balloonoverrour heads was a visible,*? butithat
w*s all...Clouds in;thelrlmanyi phases
are 1nevertheless \most \interesting.' and
this> finally^proved 'sto\.be ho^ excep-
tion,ffor-at a'; height jof

-
somethln*more '.than ja mile Idark ;grayivan*

i»h«d into a crimson glow so fiery, in
its aspect that itmade us think of the
inflammable /nature of. the gas in 6ur
balloon. -This 7vlyidS brightness dis-
pelled UallFour fellings^ ofx gloom. ?

We had been drifting with the clouds
for about an hour when we determined
to;descend Ibeneath;them %to % take an
observation. Ifopened the valve and
started down Just in time to meet' an
obstacle |in|our path-^a mountain peak
projecting, Into the clouds. Fortunately
the drag a rope was banging \u25a0 out £ready
for any| emergency,¥solthat iby|ItsIaid
and the Judicious discharge of ballast
the mountain was cleared. The barom-eterjlndicatedfanielevation|of|a|.: mile
as we rose above the peak, which made
us \ more than ever curious as to

-
what

course|we|wer«]taklhg.WAlsecbnd^at-
temot £tf»'sscend",tl»r«wius'in"like nian-

n*r against the peak: of another motTn-"
\taln, -and -'again iballast had to be
thrown out to'surmount It..' : .

"

: But a third attempt to sight the earth %
below? the? clouds iwas fiuccessful.. .We .'
saw?a^va,lley >with'|habltations?driftlng •
jfrom;beneath |us,"and ;deluding !us withI
the -'idea that, wo 'had. not passed beyond

)the :;inhabited Tpart'iof, the!"country.*.- Woi
soon found, however, that;,our "course
was northeasts instead of:veaßt,':;aSi- we ,
had* bellevediland {that we^had 'i passed
Mount •

Jefferson and Mount Adams and
were:now,penetrating th4heart of;tlio".

"great;* wilderness.';*- Lake': -tlmbagog,"
.which .l:recognized ;from!a:former ex-J-1

,perlence,' lay "over.:toward ;the horison \u25a0;,
cllrectiy/;in;;our jpath.^but; all else .was .

'. sombor>forest.77 ;i
':*

'\u25a0'-* '.-':- '• ".
iLike*Mica wber,^ we were;waiting*.for v'
something.to turnup.

-
Itcame as night ;

creptr over ":the'<earth. and';found .us
crossing; the >jake,'-' upon: one- of the^
islands •-.:• otK which vblazed .a; cheerful
camp" fire. ;;It;was iwithlnShearing idle- j
tance.Hbut: otherwise: out of;reach.:; Our*
hallooing was evidently heard, Nfor what';
seemed ifromiits*action. 'to'ibe^.a canoe >

1put
-
out ifrom? the Sh»rel with:a- lighted

"brand taken -from the; fire and'dodged
about *ont- th*:wat«r^ as if searching j

.•forjWm»;on«.l^fX:;c.-;r:;;v[i±. 'i%W:;{:'/:'--\
-^Thi lak«*WM «bon behind us, butth«^
balldott bad been brought down to about'
trailing distance, and for miles the rope 1

:glidedIover.the 'treetops, Iuntil,";reach- !
Ing a small mountain, it;lifted us over?
Ith*

'
topIandiatew ]th« -balloon!downlonl

the' opposlt«i*lde»?>n '.w^hlch^shelteredi:
:posi tlon,it\u25a0 lay;becalmed. ;Her a was'an^Iopportunity for deliberation; and as wei
lay among the

vtreetops ,". we;discussed j
'every;phase •of ithe ? situation, conclud- }
ing at last we could not be worse oft
by^totng 'farther^ wlthlthe 1possibility
of !mprovement."v^We «had a^bagiand* a
;half jof sand a«*t*6ut?of three jaHtheJ
:start, which wepurposed eoonomizlng

Ho'th»w.tttm«*tr^^-AV-/:;''-'''-;O v-^-^:£i*-^'.r- 'Barely^llfUntJth«<rop«Vif r4jra;;the^"
trees,?; we rose^ slowly;;to Uh«Celouli|

Iagain, and to our;great surprise became
Jpoliftdinsar tth«lr lowtst '; l«v*t*t%Th«r«|
;was no perceptible change in the altl«s• tud* during the \ noxt ttx3hours |and

-
ntr

furthtf •xpansion orilotsofsgailof^nys
expenditure v ofiballaafi during -alls of:
thatitime. ?80 remarkable did thls

'
teem

• that' my;companion ?could not^help,say-:
Ing that hs belle ved softie: supernatural

t pOffttl-WUX ««rting|!ltself \u25a0ln^our^be^
j\&\tMFaith Is a? good *\u25a0thingStoIhk*%i
no matters how!lt;ttanifests|lt»«lf4andj
:th«T novelty!of|the lsituation! furnlshedi$usIwithla:constant Uheme \for,|conversa-^
|tlonr«*The Sraln^fellIInffrequent:? show-l
?ers ;air.nlght'long! and- atconstaintlsound I
ofUhe*pourings ofiwatersifromlthelln^t
numerable £falls tpfgthe fforest^below^

tvs a.w*sfa?monot6oousfaceomi»anlment. j
;

\u25a0=\u25a0.- :""'"---;:'--i"v^-VL-.-:v--V^".-'."' '\u25a0' -.!\u25a0'"\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 :.: s'-'s'-' :\u25a0\u25a0:-\u25a0:'

IN
the great revival of Interest in

.America In the, srlence of aero-
."na.ctrcs.Vthe fact has been all but

. lost s'.ETht of that the lone-distance
:;balloon record was Held In this country

for fortywone yrars until Co"hito Henri
:;de la Vaulx m'sde his wonderful flight

ifr.orn Paris to Russia in 1900. In fact,
. Aiaerlca had been pre-eminent In re-
epect to. distance for more than a cen-
tury, since the balloon was discovered
\u25a0by.the Moctgrolflers in Paris in 1782.
Ahnost simultaneously a balloon as-
cent W made in this country from;Philadelphia, and about the middle of

\u25a0;the last -century Interest was almost
as keen as It Is toJay. Plans to cross

:the, Atlantic In a balloon were much
talked. of and aeronauts in all parts of
.the country aroused great enthusiasm.

But uritU the present revival of in-
terest, ballooning had become almost a
lost art In this country

—
so much so,

in fact, that most of the articles writ-. ten ea. the subject today fail entirely
to refer to the most remarkable aerial

'^•oyage ever taken,- not .excepting that
Wet Comte de la. Vaulx. IX Ithas been
: almost, forgotten in. this country, it is

not eiirprtsing that scanty mention
;should be made of It abroad, but the

\u25a0\u25a0:! facts are thoroughly attested and easily
: subject to proof.-

:; John: Wise, for many years one of the
world's most noted aeronauts. Is the

:'ihero of this trip, which was made from
;St. Louis' on July 3. 185?. The balloon,

:
:
;;«fter raahyeicciting. experiences, finally

;.;ianded at Ad'amsi Jefferson County) iiear.':; Backetts;. Harbor, in New York State,.Tiiavltjg. traveled more thah 600 miles In
:.:\u25a0 nineteen, hour*.- Wise, estimated that

•'Hth* actual distance covered by the bal-

The-sa.n F^incJscoJSiwjday toil

EARLY AND ABSURD
DEVICES
IN BALLOONING

loon was about eleven hundred miles,
but the record is given as the distance
between the, points of departure and
landing- in a straight line.

Wise had as companion on the voyage
John La Mountain, an aeronaut of
Rochester, !C. V.; O. A. Gager of Ver-
mont and a reporter named Hyde of
the St. Louis Republican.- Gager had
made an ascent wfth La Mountain- the
year before at Rochester'»and was so
fascinated by \u25a0 the experience .;that 'he;
agreed to supply^ the necessary; money
IfLa Mountain would put in his experi-
ence to construct .the 'largest ;balloon*
ever built. ;Gager was strongly of-thes
belief held by nearly all aeronauts that,
there is a steady current of air high up
from west to east,' reyardless of the dl-
rection of the wind at the earth's sur-
face, and it was. to..test this theory
that the long trip wsLs made.

The balloon was made in Troy, N/ Y,,
where girls.^selected .from the most,
skillful seamstresses worked on it for
300 days. The great ephere was 180
f*«>t In circumference, with a capacity
of 65,000 cubic feet, and 2250 yards ~bt
China silk went into its making. :.
.Finally all v,-as r*ady for the in-

flation. Beneath a blistering sun a
crowd of 50,000 persons In St. Louis
watched the silken folds round out .as
the gas poured in until the envelope
would hold ,no more. AY 20 * min-.
utes after 7 o'clock on the evening of
July 1, 1859,, Wise gave the word' to
let go and the great voyage was be-
gun.

St. Louis to Buffalo ina Night
The course was at flr6t easterly, but

after n few hours the balloon was car-
ried in a more northerly direction, and
at 4 o'clock the next morning It was
sighted six miles north of Fort Wayne,

Ind. Itwas over Sandusky. at half-past
7 o'clock, and two hours later appeared
over ;fulrport. :Buffalo was v reached
at nooniand \u25a0 fifteen

'
minutes \u25a0 later jthe £

balloon <hungVover,*Niagara fFalls.*
halfrpast 12 it"passed .over "Medina,*; ins-
Orleans ICounty.s New <Tork7;andfthereV
was every, prospect' that Jit.would -reach;
Boston ;or/Portland. Halthough; there,was-
little'hope Iof

'
achlevln g(the '\u25a0 announced }

purpose ;ofithey trlp,*;Whlch .was ,toIland"
ln:NewjYork.£:Hyde:had ;,been* told that
he would T

-
have to •be Jlanded'- in* Rocb-

ester. tovlightenlthe^balloon.'.and the
aeronauts :were congratulating "them-
selves on :the ', success \of;their 'exploit
when, a sudden storm caught them- up,
and a few, minutes later a they ,were
being swept :over Lake; Ontario In' the
teeth of a gale and in momentary; peril
of being dashed into the|raging \waves.
.Time after time the basket -was subr
merged in;epray, with no" ballast

'
left:

by the throwlng;overboard of which the
balloon^could-yhavelbeen lightened Iand ;

Bent aloft out ofimmediate danger.
Finally *it'\u25a0 was.;, carried ashore' near

Sacketts'Harhor. .'•fßut the aeronauts;
had escaped one por11 only to meet jone
even greater.. ? With- all;control of\ the
balloon lost it was swept' before

-
the

gale Just over the tops of a forest, with;the
'-ybasket : dragging :'through ,-'• the

branches and |every instant threatening \u25a0

to^upset the -now.: stunned and almost
unconscious % aeronauts -and hurl them
\u25a0to

•
they ground."^ But \u25a0at % last r.the Abal-

loon hit squarely against a huge trunk
and collapsed;: leaving; the "basket sus-
;pended from :a limb. The aeronauts
scrambled .down, more frightened than.

hurt,. and at this
'

distance It seems
one of the '£most iremarkable :; features

of.Ithe trip,i that none
*'
of them had

anything more than a few scratches.

varied oniy at long Intervals by the
sound of.'. a" solitary :loon, iwhich may
have been

" keeping us company volun-
tarily. -/:./-\u25a0- '\u25a0:..: '.r-.y \u25a0 \u25a0.-:/::\u25a0 ...;-.•\u25a0\u25a0 -
'.We were riot always Immersed In the

clouds. We Ihad frequent :opportuni-
ties of peering into the inky blackness
of the wilderness, and once Ithe clouds
above -us separated sufficiently to \u25a0 give
us ,a glimpse' of the moon.; At,last,

there came ;a 'change 'In-theisound of
theiwaters.V- The ipourings ceased ;;and
was :replaced by.the booming swish and;
swash :of;breakers. -vThere was ;no|mis-1
taking;the •indications. >We:ware>bbthJ
ffunillar with them and descent was lm-'i
pferattve.

-
;.[.' .'."\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0':'•\u25a0"\u25a0\u25a0 \u0084.'--\u25a0"\u25a0 :;

::\u25a0: Carefully I,opened
;

the ,valvef and al-
lowed

-
some

'gas \u25a0. to.escape, but the bal-
loon seemed slow to heed It.,The break-
ers wereialready 1beneath ?us."<;Again

-
and? again 'I

-pulled the . valve. cord .and
at '\u25a0:*: last the V:descent \u25a0 began. IBy-:;this

-
time? the: sound* of the breakers was
dying away.In the distance and a"hasty -
drop>wasJ:as }'much'*to;,b*\avoided >a*
before, but at last the drag rope touched
thelwater. ;A^fog,*;which ;lay beneath ;
us. upon which we seemed to float, shut
out ith*possibility*" ofIsGelngth*; waters
Yet we knew from the checked descent.
the %x slight >:;itrembled communicated
through:the* rope? and Its /faint,swish'
over," the

-
water, asi'well ':\u25a0 as 7 from1 the

otherwise absolute \u25a0 silence, that w« had
leftIthe ? country ybehind i.uti*nd _w«r»
far

''
outiupon". a<wlld waste of water,

presumably -upon*, the 'Atlantic Ocean.
'Asleep?in ;the
-"•3-There rW*s 1but;one .:thins sto do-rrto j
watch arid wait!This we tried to;do as
\u25a0we leaned over the side, of the car op-
posite tor theVdraf -rop*.tnd—rwent" to;
sleep. "i But titiwastnot?for long;at;a
Itlme^thouthSlt^hAppftnedtnioretthan"
once, each startled; with,the Idea of be- ;

:inf^o'carelees: ;Kl:s.*' • ".":-;^ v -:.;. ' . . \N

r \? Then :came :a \u25a0 great ;surprise. •A black;
lift*no thicker than a wire made its ap- ;

\pearance directly inifront of us.* and
•aeh cried /'tooit;out! 'Look toutrjßut
'w*did1:not strike anything.* The C line
;grew wider and wider, until; suddenly:

\u25a0 ttt» fog slipped away from beneath us
"and revealed Ia-. mass '< of black, which
in a moment, as the drag rope took to;the trees, told u» we had cither run on
;to;an island !or had drifted back to the
imainland. Th*"irope^did %us :f:fthe 'isame;
iServloi'iJ Ithadlthe^nlghtlbefore.jrunr

\u25a0nlng.• up tht side of
"
a small,mountain

andIover to a sheltered position on the
? other; sld«,\wheVe .we lay,until<daylight.
:: "When ':jw»'«s ascended \u25a0;?\u25a0 again: the (next:

Imorning*weri found 2ourselves £on'S the
Imainland and near, the only,roaa^within
-threel!hundred %mil*»~th* Mattapedia,
following,the southern shore of the' St.
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