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E Azcount of Wise's Great Voyage From St. Louis, Mo, to
% Sacketts Harbor, N. Y., in 1859

of

LY

interest in

science of

8ero-

B ] i
“

wonderful flight
ssia in 1900. In fact,
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e Montgolfiers in Paris in 1783,
4 simuitaneously a balloon as-
s made in this country from

1ia, and
century
as it

about the middie of
interest was almost
is today. Plans to cross
In & balloon were much
seronauts in all parts of
roused great enthusiesm.
ntii the present revival of in-
baliooning had become almost a
lost art this country—so much so,
in fact, that most of the articies writ-
ten en the subject today fail entirely
to refer to the most remarkable aerial
' oyage ever taken, not excepting that

the last
&s keen
he Atla
talked of
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in

omte de la Veulx. If it has been
nost forgotten in this country, it is
surprising that scanty mention
I be made of it ebroad, but the
facts are thoroughly attested and easily
subject to proof
hn Wise, for many years one of the
world’'s most noted aeronauts, is the
hero of this trip. which was made from
Bt. Louls on July 1, 1859. The balloon,
e fter many exeiting experiences, finally
Janded st Adams, Jefferson County, near
Backetts Harbor, in New York State,
having traveled more than 800 miles in
nineteen hours. Wise estimated that
the actual distancs covered by the bal-
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loon was about eleven hundred miles,
but the record is given as the distance
between the points of departur2 and
landing in a straight line.

Wise had as companion on the voyage
John La Mountain, an aeronaut of
Rochester, N. Y.; O. A. Gager of Ver-
mont and & reporter named Hyde of
the St. Louls Republican. Gager had
made an ascent wfth La Mountain the
yvear before at Rochester ‘and was so
fascinated by the experfence that he
agreed to supply the necessary money
if La Mountain would put in his experi-
ence to construct the largest balloon
ever built. Gager was strongly of the
belief held by nearly all aeronzuts that
there is a steady current of air high up
from west to east, regardless of the 4i-
rection of the wind at the earth's sur-
face, and it was to test this theory
that the long trip was made

The balloon was made in Troy, N. Y.,

where giris selected from ths most
skillful seamstresses worked on it for
300 deys. The great ephere was 180
feet in circumference, with a capacity

of 65,000 cubic feet, and 2250 yards of
China silk went into its making.

Finally all was ready for the in-
flation. Beneath a blistering sun a
crowd of 50,000 persohs in St. Louis

watched the silken folds round out as
the gas poured in until the envelope
would bhold no more. At 20 min-
utes after 7 o'clock on the evening of
July 1, 1859, Wise gave the word to
let g6 and the great voyage was be-
gun.

8t. Louis to Buffalo in a Night

The course wae at first easterly, but
after a few hours the balloon wae car-
ried in a more northerly direction, and
at 4 o'clocrk the next morning it was
sightied six miles north of Fort Wayne,
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FANTASTIC IDEA OF PROF ROBERTOSON

Ind. It weas over Sandusky at half-past
7 o'clock, and two hours later appeared
over Fairport. Buffalo was reached
at noon and fifteen minutes later the
balloon hung over Niagara Falls. At
half-past 12 it passed over Medina, in
Orleans County, New York, and there
was every prospect that it would reach
Boston or Portland, although there was
little hope of achieving the announced
purpose of the trip, which was to land
in New York. Hyde had been told that
he would have to be landed in Roch-
ester to lighten the balloon, and the
aseronauts were congratulating them-
selves on the success of their exploit
when a sudden storm caught them up
and a few minutes later they were
being swept over Lake Ontario in the
teeth of a gale and in momentary peril
of being dashed into the raging wavaes.
Time after time the basket was sub-
merged in spray, with no ballast left
by the throwing overboard of which the
balloon could have been lightened and
sent aloft out of immediate danger.
Finaliy it was carried ashore near
Sacketts HMarhor. “But the seronauts
had escaped one peril only to meet ane
even greater. With all control of' the
balloon lost it was swept before the
gale just over the tops of a forest, with
the basket dragging through the
branches and every instant threatening
to upset the now stunned and almost
unconscious aeronauts and hurl thém
to the ground. But at last the bal-
loon hit squarely against a huge trunk
and collapsed, leaving the basket sus-
pended from a limb. THe aeronauts
scrambled down, more frightened than,
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hurt, and at this distance It seems
one of the most remarkable features

v

of. the trip that none of them had
anything moére than a few scratches.
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Drifting to Sea in a Balloon

Thrilling and Impressive Experiences of a Pioneer American
Aeronaut

By Samuel A. King

¥Famous as an Aerensut a Generation
Ago

HANCE more than fifty years ago

threw some balioon literature in

my way which ecaptivated my
fancy and set me to longing for
3 z1llpon of my own, just as £6 many
are dofmg now. - Ome story in particu-

by Monck Masen of a voyage from
l.ondon to Weilburg in Germany with

the Tamoius English aeronaut,
any other gave the cue 1o
ations
ad= many fights from Boston.
balioons were to ascend on one
the first piloted by Seth Sim-
of Providence and the second by
Y elf Simmons was in training, but

i ! experience, and 1 wanted him
to go alone, particularly as the wind
blowing seaward, but E B. Has-
kell- of the Boston Herald, who had
been -up with me ‘the year before and
thought he knew a thing or two, kept
teasing me for the vacant seat in Seth's

was

somewhat against my bet-
consented at last when
iised to follow without
tion to drop into the
v and thus make sure of
drifting into some of the islands.

Contrary to my expectations, when
they floated away the balloon kept
rising until it disappeared in the east.
7 followed half an hour later with my
jarge balloon and a half-dozen passen-
gers, going at a gentle gait of eight
or ten miles an hour. Passing by the
islends we were making for a strip
of sandy beach connecting the main-
lan@ on our Jeft with Point Shirley, and
es we sailed by Winthrop Head some
one hailed us and startled us with the
nformation that the other balloon had
*' ne to sea. A few moments later we
224 landed on the beach, quickly emp-
tied the balloon by means of the col-
lapsing cord and hurriedly made our
way to Taft's Hotel at the Point, three-
guarters of a mile away.

There we Jearned that the lost bal-
loon had been watched from the hotel
by the aid of glasses until it was seen
to alight on the water and finally arift

against the side of a vessel, where it.

hung for a moment and then sailed
away out of sight.

Night was coming on and nothing
could be done but hasten back to the
city and await developmente A con-
veyance was obtained and heavy heart-
edly we made our way back, driving
directly to the hotel. There we were
met at the entrance by two of the
most lively ghoste that ever rode

through space or walked beneath the.

moon. There were Simmons and Has-
kell! 1 don't know how I acted—
foolishly, T guess—for 1 never was so
beside mysell.

But I must tell their story. Has-
kell said it was all his fault, that
Simmons wanted to follow my instruc-
tion, but that he had persuaded him
to ride higher in search of & contrary
current, such as we had found the
year before; but the higher they rose
the farther they went out to sea. At
last, as they watched the steadily fad-
ing shore line, in sheer desperation
they descended to the lonely waste of
water., No sign of sail or help of any
kind seemed to be near, and as they
dragged over and through the waves
the end secemed drawing nigh. Has-
kell, to avoid becoming involved in any
entanglement within the frequently
submerged car, got on the outside and
clung to it by his hands.

Haskell's Miraculous Escape

Thus they were tratling and swi
from wave to wave, when they sud-
denily bheard voices and a small
schooner appeared broadsids before
them. Somebody cried out, “Look out,
there!” and Haskell, struck with the
fdea of a terrible collision, let go his
hold and floated away, while Simmons
was dragged up the vessel's side to tha
deck. The balloon, freed of its load,
flew away and was not seen again.

Simmons was frantic over the disap-
pearance of Haskell, and got )
crew so excited that when they tried
to lower the bpat it was swamped and
one of their own men went ove
Think of this delay and Haskell utterly
lost! The search which followed
proved fruitless, but fortunately Has-
kell was s champion swimmer and did
not abanden

hope.
Miles away a yachtload of Fourth ef
Balem

July pleasurs-seekers from

Bailing for home saw the balloon ovér
the wator and watched it colllde with
and escape from the schooner. Mak-
ing all sail, they drove straight to-
ward the vessel, and in doing 8o, with-
out realizing it they k a diréct line
to where Haskell was fmmihg. They
gathéred him in and continued on to
the schooner., where they picked Sim-
mons up and continued on their way
home. They arrived in Salem just in
time for the Boston train and were at
our hotel twenty minutes ahead of
us. 1 may add that they never cared
to join any aero club again.

Hundreds o6f persons have shared
my aerial journeys, and one, Luther
Journal, accompanied me no less than
twenty-flve times. Bometimes we sail-
ed in parties of six or eight and at
other times he and I went up alone
from all parts of the country. The
experiences we shfired always seemed
to whet his appétite for more. He
naver consclously jalsified a single
item of the record, for he thought a
neéewspaper man was a fool to pit his
invention against reality. His truth-
fulness captivated me and obtained
for him these many oprortunltlu to
gratify his love for ballooning.

We sailed together on several oc-
casions from Plymouth, N. H. with
various results, but one voyage was
remarkable enough to occupy a place
in the history of balloon uvntur.:l.
It was a cloudy September afternoon,
and in a fine drizzling rain we rome
and soon were 10st in the clouds. The
situation within a dense cloud be-
comes very depressing. The dark,
gray mist inclosed the car ke a
pall. The lower portien of the balloon
over our heads was visible, but that
was all. Clouds in their many phases

ars nevertheless most interesting, and of

this finally proved to be no excep-
tion, for at & height of something
more than a mile the dark gray van-
ished into a crimson glow so fiery in
::'n.‘;m%;““‘ avers of 106 Bt o
e /n o & gas in
balleon. s

pelled all our of m.
We had been with the clouds
for about an hour we determi)
to déscend beneath them to take
observation. I e e valve &n
started down just in time to meet an
obstacle in our h mountain peak
projecting into the clouds. tely

the drag rope was hanging out ready

for any . 80 that by ald
and the judl of ballast
the mountain Wm The ln.ro=-

eter indicated an elevation of a mile
as we rose above the peak, which made
us more than ever curlous as to what
course we : nd at-
temnt tn -

( o t

A
4 thraw us in Itke man-

ner against the peak of another moiin-
tain, and again ballast had to be
thrown out to surmount it.

But a third attempt to sight the earth
below the clouds was siuccessful. We
saw a vglley with habltations drifting
from beneath ug, and deluding us with
the idea that we had not passed bevond
the inhabited part of the country. We
soon found, however, that our course
was northeast Instead of east, as we
had believed, and that we had passed
Mount Jefferson and Mount Adams and
weére now penetrating thé heart of the
great wilderness. Lake Umbagog,
which I recognized from a former ex-
perience, lay over toward the horizon
directl¥ in our path, but all else was
somber foreést.

Like Micawber, we were walting for
something to turn up. It came as night
crept over the earth and found us
croksthg the lake, upon one of the
{slands of which blazed a cheerful
camp fire. 1t was within hearing dis-
tance, but otherwise out of reach. Our
hallooing was evideéntly heard, for what
seemed from its action to be a cance

ut otit from the shere with a lighted
gmﬂ taken from the fire and dodged
about on the water as if searching
for some one. :

The lake was soon behind us, but the
ballson had been brought down to about
tralling distance, and for miles the ro;
glided over the trestops, until, reach-
ing & small moun it lfted us over
the top and drew the balioon down on
the opposite side, in Which shelteéred
position it lay med. Here was an
opportunity for delibération, and as we
lay among the treetops we discussed
every phase of the situation, coneclud-
ing At last we could not be worse oft
by r, wi “:ho um«:

rovement. We 8

of sand i:'n dut of three at f!h

“Mﬁ."wua we Purposed soonomising
o ytmost. :

Barely from
we

& novelty of
:1?‘ a constant theme for conversa-
tlél;‘n The |

> ) e

4

, % b
m&%‘n"w T nts, aud ond
the situation furnishe
Rol'lu‘n‘t:::mnf' show- morning
&\ . 'M sound :

varied o‘nr at long intervals by the
sound of a solitary loon, which may
have been keeping us cempany volun-
tarily.

We werse not always immersed in the
c¢louds. We had frequent opportuni-
tles of peering into the inky blackness
of the wilderness, and onceé the clouds
ahove us separated sufficiently to give
us a glimpse of the moon. At last
there came a change in the sound of
the watérs. The pouring ceased and
was replaced by the booming swish and
swash of breakers. There was no mis-
teking the indications. We weré both
famillar with them and descent was im-
perative.

Carefully I opened the valve and al-
lowved some ghs to escape, but the bal-
loon ssemed slow to heed it. The break-
ers were already bensath us. Again
and again I pulled the valve cord and
at last the descent began. this
time the sound of the breakers was
dying away In the distance and a hasty
dr was as much to bé avolded as
before, but at last the drag rope touched
the water. A fog, which lay beneath
us, upon which we seemed to float, shut
out the possibility of seeing the water.
Yet we knew from the checked descent,
the slight trémble communi
through the rope and its faint swish
over the water, as well as from the
otherwise absolute silence, that we had
left the country behind us and wers
far out upon a wild waste of water,
presumably upon the Atlantic Ocean,

Asleep in the Clouds

There was but one thing to do—to

wateh and walt. This wa tried to do as
i 2, Pt vy 8 arhovs et

te to en ]
sleep. But it was not for long at a

: ¢ it ed more than
i %'wu the 1des of be-

- ship expected today,”

AN EARLY HEATED AIR

BALLOON,

Undeg the heading “City Intelll-
gence” e New York Herald of July
2 had a notice of the sailing of the
balloon. “The meonster balloon trip
from St. Louis to New York: the aerial
announced the
Herald. “Yesterday afternoon was the
time appointed,” the notice continued,
“for the departure from 8t. Louis for
this city. a distance of 1200 miles.
Mr. La Mountain, the projector of the
gigantic affair, reached St. Louis on’
Tuesday last and immediately made
arrangements to take his departure
yesterday. The common couneil of*
that city granted the free use of the
most prominent square to the aero-
nauts, and it is supposed that every-
thing was ready at the time men-
tioned. provided the weather was aus-
picious for the inflation of the balleen.
Messrs. L.a Mountain, Gager and Wise
werq té be the only passengers. Tha
distance~1200 miles—is so utteriy in-
significant, should the balloon get into
a favorable current of ailr, that the
voyagers may be éxpected at any mo-
ment. Eyes up.”

This gentie raillery would indicate
that in New York the project of eross-
ing the continent from St. Louis was
not taken very seriously, although the
balloon was well on its way east
when the Herald appeared the next
day. That was before the era of rapid
communlication by telegraph, and the
unhurried assumption that the balloon
probably started according to sched-
ule, with no positive news to that ef-
fect from St. Louls, is rather startling

.these days,

The Herald’s Account

It was four days later before any
detailed account of the trip was pub-
lished in New York. The Herald on
July 6, howevér, had full detalls, and
headed its account of the voyage thus:

(By Asrial Dispateh.)
Through the Kindness of Messra.
Gager and La Mountain,

To the New York Herald,
New York City.

8t. Louis, July 1, § p. m. (Post-
marked, Adams, N. X, July 4).

In an account of the departure of
the balloon from St. Louls the corre-
spondent quaintly describes the “pur-
loining™ of a bottle of wine intended
for Wise's use on the trip. Therd was
the usual confusién attendant on the
inflation of a balloon and finally the
police cleared the fleld wheres the bag
was being filled. One man, & stranger,
proved especially hard te handle.

“In the grand row,” says the corre-

POSSIBILITIES OF
AIRSHIP
First the Successful “Water Skimmer,” Then the
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spondant, “ethers became Implicatsd
and a Mr. Sawyer was hurried outside
the inclosure and, as a policemana in-
formed us, was taken to the calabeose.
We were told that a knife was taken
from him by the police. In ths mean-
time, after the first encounter, the
#tranger had coolly walked off about
bis business with the wine bottls and
Was seen no more.”

The outfit of the aerconauts s de-
scribed in detall. Below the basket
was hung a large lifsboat for use !f
they had to land on water. Three of
the party rode in the boat most of the
trip, while Wise was in the basket to
manage the valves and adjust the bdal-
last. During the night ene of thes
men called out to him, but received no
reply. He had fallen aslesp and was
almost asphyxiated by escaping gas
when he was rescued.

“We await with anxioug interest in-
telligence from the daring navigators™
the Adispatch concludes. “What new
discoveries will result from the Suec-
cess of this adventure we can scarcelv
prediet. It will be time en h to
speculate when we hear the ta-
ings of vietory.”

Wise, La Mountaln and Gager re-
mained to gather up the remaants of
the balloon, but Hyde hurried back to
St. Louis. Tn Buffalo he gave ths
Courier an account of the trip, which
was reprinted in the Herald.

“Their motion was very rapid
throughout the night” -saye the
Courier, “Inclining rather toward the
north with e¢alm and Dbesutiful
weather. The aeronauts found it Im-
possible to perceive their exact reckon-
ing during the darkness and went to
sleep. but Mr. Hyde, to whom the
situation was most novel, found Mm-.
self unable to enjoy that laxury.

“Toward daylight the altitude to
which they had attained—betwesn two
and thrée miles—rendered the 1d
quite severe, but by no
as they were well » t
such a contingency. They reached .
Erle, above Sandusky, about T ia the
morning of Saturday, and ce
floated rapidiy but silently dewn, pass-
ing numerous vessels on their route,
until ghout noon, when they were op-
posite Buffalo.

“In the last oneé hundred miles on
this lake a currént of air ia which
they floated gradually bore them to
the water, until on sevéral eccasions
their elevation did not exceed 300 feet.
Soon after passing the falls th_o
stréength of the current rapidly In-
creased until they neared Sacketts
Harbor. When over Lake Ontarie and
about thirty miles from ita shore it be-
came a vielent gale of wind, blowing
almost directly downward.

“Pvery effort was made té keep the
balloon up by throwing out ballast,
stores m“lnotmmouu. but in spite of
all their exertions she madé & tremen-
dous dive, striking the water, staving
the boat and nearly bringing about a
fatal termination of the vovage to Mr.
La Mountain. The balloon then rushed
headlong toward tha shore, which was
réeached in & few minutes, whenae it
plu into a dense forsat at a speed
which Mr. Hyde éstimates at about two
miles & minute, The grapneis wers
cast loose, but the strong irom hooks
were wrenched off like pipe stems.

“The boat, which was still bdelow
them, went ¢rdshing through the treas,
leaving & path as If the lecality had
been visited by a tornado. Mr. Hyde
says that trees of a foot or more in
diameéter wers snapped asunder as If
made of clay, while the dranches were
fiying In every direction. After pro-
deeding about & mile at this rate, In
momentary expesctation of destruection,
the balloon was dashed against a huge
tree, by which it was collapsed, and
scarcely aaything left of it but count-
less ribbons.

“It seems marvelous that no lives
were lost, but this was doubtless owing
to the boat, which sustained the shock
of the forest.

AN AMPHIBIOUS

ROFESSOR DAVID TODD, di-

£l rector of the Amherst College ob-

servatory, has an am-
phiblous lll‘li}’ which he calls a

hydrodrome, or water skimmer. He is
eonfident that he has almost reached
success in his investigations, and pre-
dicts that his invention will prove to
have at least twice the of the
fastest motor boat, with all the added
excitement for the operator. .

Professor Todd's .intérest In aero-
nautics was aroused by a visit to the
lata Professor Lan

years
ago, and since then he. devoted
considerable time to att to solve

the problem of na ing the air. A
room in the top the old collegs
tower at Amherst was fitted up as a

' launching observatory, and aeroplanes
ot my.sm and

material were

This is the first lic statement of
the results of essor Todd's ex-

us mm made in a report to the Aero
b of America:

“From the first my faith was an-

chored to the ulitimate success of some can ever determine these points.

type or other of aviator machine,” savs
Professor Todd. ns and diri-
gible cars seemed to be useful merely

“Flying Machine,” Says Professor Todd

termine it. The question now, as I un-
derstand 1it, is largely one of mashine
design, embodying sound physical prin«
ciples already ascertained and not ex-
ceedingly difficult to apply.

“But before we solve the problem of
the fiylng maghine we should, In logical -
order, attempt the simpler one of skim-
ming the surface of still water. Sim-
pler and easier this problem is, because
for buoyancy the heavier and more
massive water acts instead of the
lighter and facile moving alr. Trial
speeds for water skimming, therefore,
need not be anything like so great as
are necessary for asroplans support of
a moving body in free air alone. I began
experimenting on these lines In 1301

“First, the physics of the hydroplans
must be investigated experimentally,

much as Langley did for the -

“Sécond, the efliclency .l.mt'
forms of sérew must be ascertained,
including the best number of bdlades,
their individual shape and relative ar-
rangement about the propeller shaft.
This Investigation Is well advanced.
Only the most rigid experimentation

Mere
theory is practically useless. Then,
too, the number of propeliers is moss
important—the number of pairs, rath-

es passing stages on the way to the er, as they should be 4i sym-
perfected type of aerial engines. Sub- metrically about the median aof
sequent events have only served to con- the machine and revolve in eppesits
firm this opinion. ) diréctions. y
“What shall be the design of that “Third, it is necessary to investigate
machine is not vet fully settied, and also many means of ’
it marn be mlo?.t&m ;n‘- iamm- teo.
¥ e g aly
:ﬁvy and in the opem air can ever u.'g! e



