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Enter the Gracchi
When Tiberius Gracchus saw that

e field Ttaly were being tilled by
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population without means of
Ippor felt that unless the evil
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37 previously
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B -~ agitation for reform, was elect-
- paszsed an agrarian
nating both the senato-
dle classes, and th# people
deserting m when he again offered
llegally for the tribuneship,
e was killed in a riot Incited by the
&ristocrat element
ears later his brother Caius
amses rward. He had been one of
- mmissioners of the land law.
orty thousand families had been set-
ed pon the lands, but the displace-
ent of one set of inhabitants for
*r created as much discontent In
ction as it had alleviated in the
The commissioners became un-
ar and the law was quietly re-
The people had veered around
gone over to the oligarchy.
& was feared by them and so vexed
persecutions that he turned
against the Senate, which he perceived
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to be the real source of the evils
affecting the commonwealth. The
Judicial functionas of the #tate had be-

come a4 se rial monopoly. The cor-
ruption of justice had become noto-
rious So Calus ecarried a law in the
Assembl disabling Senators from

sitting on juries of any kind, and
transferring judicial functions to the
equites, as the middle class was
called. He restored the agrarian law,
and another that no Roman- citizen,
high or low, could be put to death
without legal trial. He endeared the
laboring classes by enacting laws that
public granaries shoyld be maintained
at the cost of the state, and that food
should be sold at a very low rate te
free citizens. This was afterward en-
larged to a free gift, and it ‘was the
rotten spot that made resl reform in
Roman popular institutions impossible.
The successful general who could keep
the granaries full was sure of “popular
support.”

The vagabond population thus pro-
vided with free food and free games
in the arena, with nothing to interest
it but “politics,”  had no netion to
leave the “snap” for settlements on
lands in Speain or Africa, neither would

lished. and at the following election
overwhelmingly defeated Caius and his
pariy, and he was killed in a riot, as

Marius was the next great figure In
the evolution. He wa plebeian, and
a2 self-made man. He reorganized the
army by paying soldiers & regular %
salary, with clothing l.nd'equlpmon; popular

i v the state. “This separate
:::n I?&" t,i'rom the wivil pow::. and this juncture that Caesar, Pompey and
henceforth Rome was to be governed Cicero appear.
any agent the army would obey. ©f the oligarchy.
Marius as leader of the popular party
was seven times elected Consul and tlcm.:
radical democracy had full swing. )
its enactments one ~was compelling Caesar, Pompey and Cicero
Senators to take an oath to execute
their laws under penalty of fine and 3100 B. C, At the age:of 16 he married
One refused. He was mal- Cornelia, the daughter of Cinna, and
both by his connection with Marius

What follows 1is a dredry recital and Cinna he became allied to the pop-
of bloody civil wars. Marius as leader ylar party.
of the popular party, and Sulla, leader
of the aristocratic party, took turns in
making bad worse. The Italian people lady he himself woyld provide, Caesar
rose for the privileges of Roman refused.
citizens, but were suppressed by a co-
alition of the Roman masses with the
aristocrats, both bent upon maintain- ficated the estate inherited from his
ing their exclusive privileges. With fgther.
the Senate in full comtrol, the tribu- price was set upon his
nate was abolished, Marius was exliled,
and all law-making power taken from
the Assembly. Sulla goesto Asia. Fhe pardon was reluctantly granted.
scene changes. The Senaté left with-
out an army iz confronted by the and Sulla in Africa and was one of the
Ttalians, who demand their rights, and
when they come to Rome to vote are

expulsion. 3
treated and expelled from the ¢ity.
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, All were Xkilled and
their property confiscated.

Rome was at the mercy
Marius,” Cinna and
Sulla were dead. The populu; party

was obliterated.

Caesar was born at Rome in the year
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Cicero was born at Arplaum of a pol
family of ‘‘country gentlemen.” Hi
early training was literary and he was

man 1aw to enter the ar
. Sulla in the "Ttali

ca#é in_prosecuti
ne of Sulla’s lieu

e Sulla tried coercion and de-
priv aesar of his priesthood, took ‘Crass
his wife’s dowry from him znd con- i gt
producing no effect, 4

- he served under
he fled into concedlment. The College
of Vestal Virgins interceded and his

forum and In the i
warmly advocated the appointment of
gh commands. He
ople when as

Pompey had seen service with Marius
booter of his age.
vessel loads of plunder to-
which to bribe the Senate.
for trial and died in

political figure of the time
He was a typlcal capi-
talist, the leader of money lenders and
the o thousands of slaves
skilled in the arts, and Plutarch states
that the greater part of Ro
{s hends. He was an accoms:
orator and wielded great In-
with the common
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soca.mo' the idol of the
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‘gation he be
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ing and Cicero d
the informers and-
in the Senats who

favored lieutenants of Sulla
campaign against Mithridates, and for
cut down by the thousands. Marius his success in pursuing the remnants
returned from exile at the head of an
army. The people are on top again rica was named Magnus (the
and lay fifty Senatore and a thousand Sulla. The Senate placed hi
knights on the sacrificial altar. The mand of the drm
Senate was crushed.
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was Iin command of the popular stored the tribunes with their anclent
forces, but was totally defeated under powers.
the walls of Rome and Sulla entered
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Italy and Spaln, Crassus was to have
Asia. As Consul Caesar passed the
agrarian law and Pompey's disbanded
soldlers and great numbers of poor clt-
isems of Rome and other Italian cities
were. colonized on the public lands.
Cragsus went to Asia, where his army
wu_,”nlhnated at Carrhea, near the
Ruphrates, and himself killed. Caesar
proceeded to Gaul, where he remained
for ten years. His campaigns are the
first of classics. He left Gaul not omnly
subjagated but contented.

The Second Triumvirate had reduced
the Senate to a mere municipa¥ body.
It was furious but imbecile. Tt was
busy in making edicts for thanksgiv-
ings for Caesar’'s victories, and equally
so In hatehing dark-lantern conspira-
cles with Gaulish and German chief-
tains for ,Caesar’s destruction. Pom-
pey was still falthful to Caesar. Cicero
was still making speeches In the Sen-
ate lauding the triumvirs and engaging
in quiet conspiracies with other Sena-
tors for their overthrow.

“The Roman Abe Ruef -

Clodius was a profligate Roman pa-
trician who had spent s large patri-
mony in the excesses of his time. He
had been courting the people and had
received their confldence. His course
had offended the Senators, and their
persecutions had only made him more
popular. Caé¢sar kept him well supplied

-with money, which he us freely on

the hustings and in back room caucuses
with: the “gaag.” Caesar and Pompeyr
winked at his methods and supported
his policies, and Clodius controlled all
the smaller offices. which are so dear
to the small politicians of every city.
In sheft, he was the Abe Ruef of
Roman politics. Cicero hated him with
a venomous hatred and in his speeches
gccused him of the vilest practices.
Cleero at the same tima was undermin-
ing the influence of Pompey, who, with
Caesar, at last concluded to be rid of
him, and made Clodius the instrument
of his downfall. As the first step he
must be made a tribune, but being a
patricidn he was not eligible, so he
abandoned the patrician order, was
adopted into a plebelan family, became
a common citizen and was then elected
to the tribunate. Among his first acts
wae an inquiry Into the illegal execu-

to make him second in command n
Gaul. Pompey dissuaded him from ac-
cepting. Clodius influenced the assem-
bly to pass a law to the effect that
any person who had put a Roman citi-
zen to death without appeal had vio-
lated the comnstitution, Cicero fled to
Steily, his property was conflscated, his
country houses destroyed and the site
of his palace in Rome dedicated to the
goddess of liberty.

Among the acts of Clodius was one
taking power from the Sacred College
to aiter the calendar. Caesar's time in
Gaul was for ten years, but by cutting
several months from the last vear the
Senate reduced it to nearly nine. Ha
was then to come home, unattended,
he wished might stand for the
consulate. Pompey had lent him twe
legions. These he requested Caesar to
return, which was promptly done. Pom-
pey, pretending to get ready for a new
campaign in Asla, was raising new
legions in Italy, which he held in con-
venient camps within reach of Rome.
The Senate, now fealing strong enoygh,
opened upon the regular party with its
usual ferocity, and the tribunes were
banished and fled to Caesar. Caesar
attempted a compromise, and would
disband his legions if Pompey would
do the same, but Pompey was deter-
mined to re-enact the part of Sulla, and
refused. The Senators were making up
lists of wealthy citizens of Rome and
Italy whom they could proscribe, as-
sassinate and confiscate their property.
All compromise was disdained. Caesar
refused to frust himsel?f in Rome under
these conditions, and the Senate re-
torted by cfeating him an outlaw and
eonfiscated pis estates. Caesar crossed
the Rubicon, city after city surrendered”
to him, and the citizens hailed him as
the liberator of Italy. Large numbers
of Pompey's soldiers deserted, and
Pompey, seeing he would surely bde
crushed, abandoned Rome with suech
legfons as he could influence and
crossed the Adriatic Inte Thessaly,
where he was followed by the gdisaf- .
fected Senators.

Caesar entered Rome. secured the
funds in the treasury, which the Sen-
ators In their pafic had forgotten e
remove, and reorganized the adwminis-
tration, restoring the authority of the
tribunes and the coansular courts. Fe
followed Pompey into Thessaly, and
after several months of maneuvering.
in which he suffered one defeat, am-
nihilated the army of Pompey at Phar-
salia, and Pompey a few weeks later
was killed in Egypt. whither he had
fled. The remnants of the senatorial
party re-formed in North Africa, but
were defeated at Thapsus. A year later
In' a dying effort they reorganized in
Spain, but were annihilated by Caesar
at Mundi. Caesaz was now supreme.

Reorganized by Caesar

He reorganized the state upon the
basis of its ancient consiitution, en-
grafting reforms made evident by the
century of civil distraction. Cicere,
who had followed Pompey to Thessaly
unwillingly, returned to Rome after
Pharsalia. Caesar was entirely mag-
nanimous. Such of the old senaterial
group as would accept he restored te
their functions. Many of his pelitical
enemies were put Into exalted pesi-
tions, and he seemed actuated with a
fincere desire to end the distractions
which had rent the commonwesglth. The
Senate contented itself with ;
fulsome resolutions of praise of Cassar.
One transiated him into a god. \ Y
proposed that every woman in
should be placed at his disposal. An-
other that he be givén the crown.
Caesar understood that these were in-
tended to make him ridiculous and un-
popular. Under its laudations the Sen-
ate hid its venom until, sel upon
the name of Brutus to conjure the pop-
ulace with the ancient story of Hberty,
the conspiracy was laid for his
sination. Rumors had

e wi Pompey had : : d in a great speech, full
1 t hare its privileges to wreak a terrible vengeance. Lists commander of al]l the. Roman p didate for comsul % oth the _with id tion ' _the Cataline lors. 8N 3
v:ﬂnf 'ﬁ':ﬁmei. of other Itallan cities, were made with the names of every and when he returned from his brilliant & feast of 10.000 tables and di : Crassus, vba .&m C“ll\‘" Cicero pc:‘ . and ?:: toh‘oc“..:l .&."m“.:‘
and sided with the patriclans, wha Italian and Roman of swealth or ipflu- campaign in Apk was jq first man in grain for }hﬁl ths. k : : M : . _g%“, sar “. 4 e Nhi .b"y “t. “:i“?n a” '“:1 him t:. " rest - Senate
surewdly accepted the precedent estab- ence suspected of sympathy with the the Roman world.” A kY " Thus '.ﬂ‘xc e: ‘:.ttw time show -eollo” cmd. was taln his policy for his uence with the Continued Next Raga)
' e 2 . ER B R TSy AR S AT ; = ;
D R e i Sy W i 3 .

e SRS s R e SN o . i



