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IN
a U«r of Bin* corpse* :would yoa

rather be ta« top • or;.the bottom
'ohjictt •_: ;? • ,'; ;'fX}] .* {"'.

Had ron,b««n buried one hundred
years ago.. !b is* c«met*ry of tb* Santa
Barbara Mitalon yoa mtght have

-
been

a* "djiiS;bbttbrat of
*lh'« UeK ;Had, how-

•v«rr,.,:)var: funeral taken place ot.ly

thirty-or forty ywn ago you \u25a0 might
today enjoy the distinction of a' head-
•ton* la tbi«'uoarual city of the dead,

for you*might.fairt'been at 1 tha top of
the t!«r- where^all po»tc:::y m^ght read
your epltapa.

'
Tlier*Vii« oyt few mbnu-

zovntMIla
'
this ceniete; y.-iiid, they are

for th« eomparatlvely, tao«iern 4ead,B»-
oeats •lie;nameless :v.a£erllnß*,': forgot-

ten and fpriorn,
funl<lcntiflci;funl<lcntiflci ; _' -\u25a0 ~.

Ther* ar«'aV« :thousand-people -burled
tn this churchyard, ';and the! church yajd
Is riot'a whol« tcfe,'n exte'ot./,j3ut;oiii
conclusion can^fiifdraVn, the vvery -lact,"

ths eartn a^ove
£^»iß*Sfitii:;ftflMwlSwr time. p«opl» wtxo
Sp^fel^ifijthir live. a. thay/
f*c^iiideatfewl?i*^loTed

*
and vwov«;th«

Eirom*»C*i©f=the £Vr*;«st b«for* th« Gringor;

jj^3Sßiw^«i^j%tlijn;*a: tonrlrt
-
Bhudders i

§^^i^B^^hat :&v*'.r thoixfand""Uatca" ':
|iS^^^«!ow Xo'hear! his" tread, t-^'^
'

~: The acre Is, inclosed
'
upoa ;two sides \u25a0

by high*stone walls, and upon the third
'by,';thi:maislve \walls;of!th«\u25a0 *.dlfl*ml«-.;
'.lion church."; .HighVvir^ta*jflTV.thon-,,
e, sand';; looms ;.a:.beautiful -;'arch'«d< bell*
towej*:fromjvwhiciv;; a \ hundred "- y«»r8,

\u25ba *K°»j"ttii .th«.knillj(of those \u25a0

*Wh'otJtt_ijlbia«atn* their Jshadows. \u25a0> Thi^;:beli«««tlilstoU,tb^
are beneath them.'."- For \u25a0 th« :flv«

-
thousand fari'<: to^bW *

through :,alli«ter- ';
"nlty/tlie.only.tenants of ftheir, crowiled.
"plac'e vjof;resL-V Their number , Is com-.
pleta. \\Kot(«nr'I*-to^b*Jadded [< to rth«

;,talei>«Touching ielb'bW )they/ musfilie,_"
jincenM\wrl»Vtrom(th«.

v 'de*p-setl windows '"of"the (church:beald*
\u25a0VtlieinYandirientiy* floats 'across their,
";aere.;-^"'. ;

l

-'~\ ~J''^-:J'f-'".\- .- '-itI
'

". ,
:^*^Th^i"&mou\u25a0*^.MPortal--"of^.th• ;•\u25a0\u25a0 Three
vSkulls"..* leads from church -to.cemetery.^

It:isTone •of Califomia'i rancient treo- ,
inythie^aldi rofJth«|Mlss4oa ,

.Church, r it leadV; through- a \u25a0.wall fsix
r feet vthlck.-~r\ The< &ooru'/ar« "of-heavy'
v.pine, 5-hewn; in.'the-' days when \u25a0 Santa
Barbara'?' tcm

- aniIndian village. ând ;

••when .neophytes did the .'bidding of
"
the.

Ymiss!onary4 padre* .from, ancient \u25a0' Spain ...
n^t^^difoUd'rpck'abyvi^iheViSooK.two".,
\»kulls.\ver<» ;set.' by/the*^ pious -builders,*:
Vnd. there,'; to"this;day, 'they grin their :

\u25a0(inessa.ge;'tov_the ,'\u25a0 living, warning )\u25a0 the k
hurrying throng that Itmay.not always

'.hufry,tbut*,o'n«;day,; turn""tordust>\*7*a f

\u25a0.•as?turned :th6ae.two;whoVar« nameless. k

the carved- stone ,
'[lmagejjbf"a'skuii; amessage'of ,acts- ,
rturyfgone'.by^tojthe \u25a0Ilyinlg;of all time.
', for this •is;a well '\u25a0that must endure, so :.
'stanchly did"those^earlK heroes the;.

,church; build churches" to save' tha souls ,
;of";indlaris.'-"". *

\u25a0J?*
' v ;

'-: fBeneath -this*;famous portal;:stood
-

:President; McKlnley**and'John Hay. not i
long \the '.former' was murdered s,

• arid- the latter passed :away. ,;One .of,,

/the choicest poasessioria i of theiMission I
"Fathers Is' a large.*photograph of the ,
IPresident

'and;- his^ honored friend, •
!;ib!e'^oS^'fof^^^Three^u\ijiiv;-;
•.; ;Frojn\ ;the .-portal ;a - red* t^ls^- payed

"

:
s*walk\:a; hundred^, years

'
old .winds,

*;through ttie flower îiedi-' The cemetery v*
fcas '-"bright vcolors

*
{that catch.

"
the eye.

*>Vivid'geraniums
'
bloomy f6f«ver \In*this ,-

acre.
-"•High" Vverhead^'are jthe-broad

.^leaves 'of banana' trees,".' with
'

Clustered .* "fruit hangins :. half The^B\:
-

aark/roses*:e k-

'/roses*: ar.d^Cowcrin 5
*
y'nes, and « along

'**an* "outcry wall; -'!s *.a.;l long*avenue 7of
.-"" cypress rtfees, beneath"*. which" monks' of ,
s
*

the {mission, 1padres" grown '.:old In the
;*aeTyice 'of'God,* ond'young students Just

robas'of holy; orders^"- walk

*tb'^'aridr fro,7 reading ;^th"elr
r'-breviaries! ,

\u25a0.-'about.* to.* be .ordained* to
t the ,

\u25a0^ hbly*. callingrof**the .*_ priesthood here
;.V: "meditate 1*upon f•''the^.solemnity *of the
avows^ they 'are to *.take,*-and: from \u25a0 this
f*c vpress/'Valk,* •oh \u25a0\ feast

-
days; fraters ".'

|of;the Order *6f\u25a0' Franciscan Monks may :

;the*. watched,' culling roses W^gatherlng^
,-Snow-: white :lilies to"garnls&: the" high

.'ialtar^of£ the {church* or- the^shrlnes 'of
'salnta^^-'v^v 4-^4-^ J \u25a0*-:*-? I'*\u25a0:/' '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0 • :. "\u25a0

;?^Here :and;, theYelfraters care- for;th«
:|;aowers.'< \u25a0But{it-is,not

'wlse^ tb
+dli*too

'"decply'abOiit^ their roots.'s Often when
U'recis ;i!or -shrubs "are* 'planted tor'.vVe-

'\u25a0-.*moved;theib'dncs of*hunian beings are
.;turned /up? by'^the"^spadesl' :-'Hamlet's
: ?. might •*> naya*-'-'found

-r'inUoh* to''think upon !ipobf"Torlck's 'skull
ifcid^they;diig*poor'^plieHa's' grave In
, tir49;well \u25a0*popuia ted«city*of^ the \u25a0. ?dead.

*fear.» th'at r"thV^rest c
\u25a0

'
ls^aU»QO« "/glves •place' to hope an*d

>
trust .

\ thoughts Vare^ turned \u25a0': toward
-'jth«t esd'foT ?hurhan«llfe.;<" **~-~ i? :. •-• •

Where>Each;^vvaits2His^-Hour r
ryFor Uthe*..religious'' community." of:the_ Mission'*theraVs9, a

"*constant'- reminder
>jnjithis facre \ of- the*ffmutabillty)Tbf ;-;hu- J.
fmanyexistcn^.^iFor-ea^^

.-'a*.'grave "."reserved \u25a0 in
itheschurchys.rtLr .\lrivaaV"anglit of Cth»
j;outer, wa^i.whex* \u25a0nearby ;mountains al-

most .cast their shadows upon th« flow*
ers, th«re stands a little, modern- «ton«
hoyta* '.- of the dead. . Its foundation*
plerca many an ancient grave. It !»
a'Jyault Into which members of the- or-
der-axe carried when their hours ar«
coma.'/ For each of thoss now at th*^
Mission there Is a plae*. and of thosay
who built 'tha vault there ar& already^
many In th« narrow homes selected
for them ere they passed away. Th«
living may.read the epitaphs of dead
companions, may see the places they

themselves shall fill when death has
laid; them low. V,

-
Along: the high church walls Ha many

.burled .to vstone vaults. These "places
were."given tn the days gone by to men
and women whose grandchildren still
pray at tha doors/of their tombs. The**
were hidalgos and grandees and bene-
factors of,the church. One of tha early

bishops of the church lies. here. Hl«
,bJshop's-hatrhanss at the. door of hi*

.resting,place. Beneath* the *eharch, b«-
slde "ahe s cemetery.- are -the tombs of
early. fathers and of tha.rich.and pow- j

erfuliof<a hundred, years ago.
• -Here"- and.there in the cemetery ar»
•tone .vaults .,rising amid the fiowtn

\u25a0from ".the" realm: ot.',, death.". o«n»- A
pants were -of; the day when Spanish *

was'th* language of Santa* Barbara
'\u25a0 and Californla. Tli© latest headboard
,In the acre marks the restinc plao« ot
a sailor^ of-the ;Unlted States nary.

While hts frigate was *ln Santa B»»-
\u25a0bara harbor *he slckcr.ed and died and
•was buried at the Mission. Thr«« futm
*
are painted npon the white cros* Csat

*lives to his memory. There Is no naxn*

:'upon the cross. Old priests remember
Une* funeral of th« boy In th« bla»
« jacket.

Upon other crosses there are raarry- .
•names' familiar in California. Mam*
'befs ot -the^'old Spanish families aro
'buried here.^ Often one, old and d»«3>*
wrinkled.- may be seen kneeling at th»''
tomb- of, some one- who Wa» dear half

"a .century: ago.

? ;The feast ot "Corpus' Chrfstl la thm
'; jflofy of 'the' Httls- chMrchyard. That
:day's celebration is the "most bsautS-
\ttilrserviee of the church. Costly laoea
and dot'i of gold decorate the shrla«a'

"of saints.
"

Candles bam upoa thara.
/Thepflests, In a 'stately pxocesslo&a^'

"^'ialt'caVh*shrlns. In turn.
'
X beautifnl

1 silken' canopy, carried -by white robed*
ncolytes, waves above °the" priests. Th»

\u25a0 silent" congregation - follows, awed ta
'prayer bj* the .beauty ;of •

the scens la
"the place' of many dead.' !

The ;ciasslve walls of the church ara
"ovefgroTrn with moss. "Deep red of th*
'stains "

of many winter^ are upon ...t2x**
stones, giving: a vglint to tha. color of

"the rmbs3. iTlie shrines, built !nto~th«
\u25a0cemetery froni* the church, and th«'
row of

'
tombs, lend mystery to th«

;sight. Artists delight to paint th«
colors of this ancient* wall.'^ Near" the"bell tower there is a weep-..ting* willow" tree, of "the church-

Its drooping branches cover th«
resting places of hundreds of the dead.
"Bujt dominating the wholo acr*

Btands the figure of the cross. It Is
a costly tribute :to 'the. memory; of th»

-j crucifled \ Savior, -to whose bosora have
> flown- the Five THou3aml. . *It Is th«
work of tan^ltaliani artist who gave !t

\u25a0•beauty, not;knowing that through th«
>years- <

lt should "stand
-
silent In th!«

\u25a0place :of the dead, serene and. promis-
-«lng;mercy to all who tread, !no matter
;how, carelessly,, over the heads of thos*
vwho lie beneathilta shadow. Calm and
forceful Is' th©^ face -of tthe imass.

tThere vis •pity thcr« also, and lovi.
•Pric3ts '.reverently- Across themselves as
? they rpass) the ;foot of the cross. They
•murmur, prayers as 'the Savior looks
\u25a0'-down* upon jthem, .speaking no word,
•but looking into their hearts and bleas-
;dnff them as !they tell their beads.
. -

;And*this \u25a0Uttla acre \u25a0is
"
the > Klngdora

.of.:the Five Thousand. . Tlisy need
:
fea»

-r.o: Intrndars.; Their acre 'is foraver
their^own: -.Thoy .outnumber any army
ofntho tliving 'that might 7 choose t»
;stand :c.bove their,: heads. ,:Of:r the ;ifv«.

;,ing,; 6000 •could ;not'r cro'wd into a spaca
*>o;narrow. • But[the 'dea.d care not wb«

comes or J goes above "them.:". OnV may
vtcoaie, *or \u25a0 8000, 4tha jFivo .Thousand ar«
«at- rest.' :iNothlagr ,'«nall ;.'disturb 'them.
Shoulder to:shoulder they are there t«
hold their !ground.v siWho shall dlsput*

'. them :sole possession 2 \u25a0

i^flMWf#•!M*sl>itrli&k^a^^^thl«'
tt Is-only & pUc« of|lnter-

l^to':
S«Wlrt»r-rtMitlJS'Pa«t;Tju«tscur|«u«,tntßr-,
i-

- , -"
-

• ----\u25a0>. *-*•*• -". >-\u25a0
-, :

that the berried- lie.!In rows 'and layer^r
tler_ upon ;tier.';' :'

'
\t £\u25a0';\u25a0 \j

"
•tlt:l«.ißtimated that injthlsjplao* 'ot I
the* dwa^thi'' iske!eton«:Ue'!'ln- 'their t
'grayeyard nine:deipV* ":•";' >'-\u25a0'\u25a0 "

\u25a0 .'\u25a0 v \u25a0»-'
'Tfy.,-

ry^^^t^ft'.cliurchrard Is'cthe.'analßrt- i
,«»t{thliig.. In[Callfornlal s \u25a0It;\u25a0 Is -. aVthla*,
of/;thjt*past: \u25a0',Llke'^a corner ofJXaiyVla'j
this;'acr«r of-*tb d̂eparted^ rAnd^Trhea^
at fvaHo^s festival«V the jmonkiVoflthV;;
old mission set up shrines'- to;the<salnt« \
arid

'
march £Into!the '*.gra!yeyaid.*;cliaKt-**

jlng*
their J"prayej>»;4^a.^ißlcHt'Ji;.oln»;-!iiQtf'.

;toIbV/met>wiih^'elsewhe*«
'
liiI'AmeirlcauV"

NINE IN A GRAVE SLEEP THE 5000 DEAD OFSANTA BARBARA MISSION
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