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IOSEPII
JACOBS, Ina recent num-

ber of the American Magazine,
m has a socio-mathematical study

V-^ which he calls "The Middle Amer-
ican," and which is an attempt to ex-
tract the equation of a dead center,

from the maze of figures comprising
the last national census. This equa-
tion represent* "The Middle American/
a"hd with figures for material, Mr. Ja-
cobs builds in fancy an image of the
man who represents the type that
forms the 'center of gravity of Ameri-
can civilization.

To;a Californian the Jacobs picture

£s not alluring and no San Franciscan
\u25a0an read and accept Mr.

"

Jacobs' -deduc-
tions *«-it!ibut realizing that' out here
ron the shores of the Pacific- man's' lot
is, indeed, cast in pleasant and
that if the mathematical; mind of*Ja-
cobs had centered** around" the
"damndest finest ruins" he would havo
painted a picture that would have'add-
ed body to the tide of westward travel

The middle American, estimated by
processes that Mr. Jacobs explains, -but
which It-willnot be necessary to^elucl-
date here, was born March 20, 1872/ in
a two roomed farm house ;a few miles
from Lecsburg villaKft,Ohio.^His;name,
arrived at by the aforesaid process, -is
Samuel Thwaltes Raggers.

•'Raccers!" Such a name. : Hardly
a trccK passes that some willing-to-
be-a Californian does not take,a better
sounding \u25a0 name tlian Raggcrs \u25a0 into •th«i
superior, court and ask' the judge's per-
mission to change It to something moro
euphonious. Raggers!

The name is not the greatest of Rag-
gers 1 misfortunes. His bill -of> fare
reads like the menu of a relief camp in
earthquake season. His boyhood? sport
includes the feeding ..of;' poultry'' andherding 'of cattle,' but -he *knows tnoth-
Ins about chicken "dinners *

and
'

eats

fresh: meat only in winter. .The story
of.Raggers'. iife will start no 'expedi-
tions from this point to. LecsburgviV-'

\u25a0lage as,a destination. , -
> \u25a0 '. '<

The ;story- of Rafegers'^. boyhood, 'told]
in a \u25a0 San \u25a0Francisco \police"!court^^vrouHl"
incite'the society for-the prevcntson;otv

;

cruelty, toichildren ;to.Urenzied actiyit!>%%<\u25a0
and like,as not sbmcCnpwsplapet wouifJg
start :a subscription to;obtain funds' foV|
the purpose of giving..the" boy a chanco.. vAn":attempt • to -figure1:out the \u25a0middle «

San. Franciscan .by ;Mr. Jacobs' ;mcthoxl
hasprowed a difficult task. Tho'twclfth'
biennial; report ?of"; the";bureau^of 'labor V
statistics," 1

"
the , only

-
literature *of,~'tliis

kind not* consumed -\u25a0\u25a0in|the < lat« h're.v
looked butIafter, diggiris;
deep -into it's pages kl:reached tlie^con-Ji;
elusion !\u25a0 that % for ,an.v-unmathematical'v-unmathematical

'

mind It.was'apoor "dope" sheet. :'
\u25a0 Raggers'; income '.is

• twice' as
'
great ;as:

.the. one? on; -which Jliis • father? reared
"

Samuel :and .. five"others. ;but'even :Rag- J

gcrs*-ipay3amounts
*bnly> to •$10 ', aTweek. :

LetThim^Hvo'until;he; reaches? the tage :
of ?Methuselah \and

-
$15{a week J.is ,' the \u25a0'*

highest Income"' he >can jattaint, jMr."Ja- S
cobs ?kllls? Raggers'. at \u25a0,'the'"age"of -.65,"
and. this 'allotment of-years is;the ;most •;
liberal-;prizeithat f»falls >"to- tlie-10t ".. 0f

"

Raggcrs.'.- \u25a0^"\u25a0'\u25a0''~'~. -\u25a0\u25a0"/\u25a0:' \u25a0'"'\u25a0 .\u25a0 \u25a0 ,'-
.Passing,a; buildingjinicourse. of-con-

'
.structlbn \u25a0; the

"'* other;- day «l;;saw;tlireo
'*

men ;conversing.vt?Twp >
4%of.irtli"em vwe'ra

*

forking.; ",by/3 hisT*
clothe^,' was' taklng"

IIass
Lday|off.'oHi3,irai-;/.

.mpnt ;was \well¥-.worn ?,"and ";somewhat':
sdiscolored.^ V-There,| said vlito'* myself,'! is y.what - Raggers > must "jlook * like. -As>I*

passed' by; one:ofitheVworkers,*: address- >
'
ing,the /day jofFVman,": said: . . •-."Why- ain't ;you;workln',--Bill?''

\u0084. -..".'Cause JITdon' t)have! to," *replicdlmy i'
.iaea .bf{Raggerß.'»:4'Think l

i;m'durnifool j
enough -toj:worfcs fqr;$5,a;day ?;^ Xit!'^?3~-

"And;Raggers vtvbrks -;fori$10 ;'as week! \u25a0/
'remember, JiisH the 4middle ';

:American. ';%There]are 17J500.000 -heads f'of.»
\u25a0 families

T

in£ thcV land?? better^ off?than f
-:Raggers^f according )to*Mr.rJacqbs\^ fig-y;
\ures,v and jahf.eq&alvnumber :;wh"o'?mau-;i
age to get along,oniless. -\u25a0 :;/•-]!

•' "'\u25a0- ' ;• '-/The- st6ry/of*RaVke"rs^*as {figured{outV;> frams, the;*;census returns,^ is, in*-,brief,
•as ffollows:// ;. \u25a0 . Vv;: • '_"-v -;;A;~ -

'-/\u25a0\u25a0i \r,:»v--;
'_ Helwas*born- in;lS72.^j For Ifive-yeitrs •:

for.jtne^ ">stress--of f-the ffcomingrj winter.
SprinKr^sUmmerj'fall and winter in'.Cali- I
foriiia'^'are just.'as;,, distinctive
as "in'-theXcast'and; middle west,"but in
California;each? season' means :.aidiffer-
ent*.kindioft'joy.'of 'living.r-CHniatically
the' raiddlo^Californian," or,even the Cali-
fprnian •at: the }lower rend :of the line is
so ;mucUi.better-- offJ than:Raggers 2 that
comparison is almost Lrldiculous.- y, •; "
';Wbilej,Kaggers.-,tbe' boy. is "making!

Wajv digging Injthe vegetable
garden;"' or

-
toting pails • of .food Vand

grain between! house/ chicken yard.arid
barn,I;young-- San ?Francisco -is :playing:
baseball

'
in\\ ayav;beautiful,park or;splash-

ing with-the rseahs^and mermaids in-tho
r,waters .• of;the";Pacific. iWhile;Raggcrs.
the -boy, is Uaying'ithe foundation of:

"chronic r-indigestion for> Raggers, v the ,
,man, 'youngiSan ;Francisco ".is sipping
.the;nectar i- in the^ garden- of-the vgods,
fattening;lonj-a, well|balanced,' health

"

giving;ration' In-the .5 best! equipped 1lar-
-dcr^wlthin'the radius of the sun's smile.
.InsteadiOf'Ragsers*; stewed ; fruit tand

\u25a0 occasional dish *of Jberries, ;young^- Call- ,
1fornia* has;, the Cgolden ;apples -of the
orange: groves -Tand'- every;-other

'
fresh,

\u25a0 fruit> that iripens 'under- temperate ;and J
tropical \u25a0 skies.: . ;":- ;. : :; .; ...- ,'\u25a0 /

'.i.iRaggcrs'«winter, playroom ,1s the floor
jof,'a:dustyjattic, >where,; the »poorly, dc-

s veloped lungs -jinhRaggers' 1underfed
!body* absorb^ dust. ,iv dirt -"'•\u25a0 and \u25a0> disease .
germs. 't^Young-r California 'spends \u25a0 his

\u25a0.winter v
*days cout ~of;Td6brs,\ :breathing \u25a0

the
• undiluted / ozone '"of the f great

*
Pa-

;cific;
-
r
-

\u25a0\u25a0-• iaß^WrlHg
i

: unexciting v,nature of.-Raggers'
,siinplef social '"diversions \u25a0 mayibe* a*bet-"
iter^preparation ''Jfdr .-'the^batUe-' of
,than h« theimorey complex.; affairs -ofvthe 1

:,metropolitan *:.;?:youth. ;s but v ;>Raggers i
:-al.Lecsburg.

•huskingibee.'if'Mr.^ Jacobs would*allow;
Ihim toispend a:social- season :inra:Call- \u25a0

• fqrnla^town.X'V \u25a07;
" - '

: /As /.Raggersi grows :,.up this .".horizon 1
iwidens*hut :little.v'.Tha" traveling, show/
:that,' occasionally "ente^piinsißaggers: at'the '\u25a0town fhalllot*Leesburs ? slves ":him:-:h}s.-closest i.view.iof?,the i!lart>toVwhlchI art>toVwhlch
I•the -stage 3isv consecrated. l l̂fißasger3i ßasger3

flivedsin-;San iFranciscbV he ;could. "1at "no"\u25a0

3 greater, rexpense, ;see \ the world's -great- k

nia "•weT can;cheer up. v
- >

The*popu!ati<?n~of San Francisco to-
day Is estimated at about 450.000, whibh
would mean' b.et ween- 90,900 and 100,000

heads of families. K The.: 43.000th pater
famllias. would be the middle" San Fran-
ciscan; the 'Raggefs "of the West.- A»
far as can be estimated from the sta-
tistical "information at hand and based
on present *conditions, the middle San
Franciscan's income is about 526 a
,v/eek,:but of which, judgingby savings
banks reports,; he is savins JlO a week,

two thirds "of which he is investing in
real estate, either by-way of purchas-
ingshis own home .or as a form )of;In-
vestment, permanent or speculative.
The "speculative makes it Im-
possible to estimate with any exactness,
but

'
as :. the .certainty of;a \steadily. \in-

creasing 1'population insures increasing
values ;in real estate, 'it 13 safe ttv"as-
sume ";that '\u25a0. the

'
middle .San

'
Franciscan

will be sa" man of affairs long before
Kasrgers/ the*middle American, has his
little,home. paid for. Raggers willnot
own; hla .home until, he is well on In
years.'.

sThe;middle San Franciscan will
own his'home when he reaches the age
of -thirtjifive. and "by the time he la
fifty;wilt,have an income from.other
real estate sufficient to support him for
the/rest^of his ;days .and to provide,,
when;lie -, Is'gone, for those dependent
iipon'hiin until.they, can care for them-
selvels^' ;."••,",

The -'difference between *Rasger3 and
the. middle San Franciscan is that con-
ditions \where fortune {placed ,Raggers
are ;practically ;at!a^ standstill and that
the, San Franciscan is right in the mid-
dle jof;the :biggest

"

natural "\u25a0 boom Vthat
ever^tklossomedrin ..the far west.. If
Raggcrs, hold3, his,own,and pursues his
course -of^temperate \u25a0 thrift,\he i»;ltas-
gers;to thefendjof;the.chapter. . If;tbe
middle igan,Franciscan. of,today .'retains
his /srrlp' the. conditions around him will
boost]him .within"reach 'of comfort and
luxury\>that Rasrgera I;.lacks the imag-
Inatlon lever *

to 'dream <about V \u25a0

;-:IfUiasgers^wonld.oftty. quit that Job
In the'eottom". mm,. sell his equity in the
cottage and *come.. west, he would \u25a0,no t
be '\u25a0: in: tlils;city '.,more- than ;a 'few hours
before'he^hadaihealthicr jo&at better

he «'attended )> a.l common % school 4which'swas ''openf on^the-tiaverage^H eighteen 'I
:weeks

-
aiyear.CThe \rest? pfjth'eitime":he'^helped^tofmake^hay/iralseivegetables, s',5

',
caredfforfcatUo|arid'po,ul^ry,7di<l»fou"Bh ;;i
carpentry ;f|and'*1mason's^ work.^Hls ',;fqod^was Vwhite|flour«and sicornImealfy
sugar. Hard," stQwcdVf ruitosaltrpork !aridt'
fish, -• vegetablesIandjberrics *lin"t:sum-;
;mcr. t;Coffee twasJhis iusiial^drlnk. .'.•In:winter?Raggcrs "*used*to*J help

*
cu t"tiih-f;bcr,' ands helpf makelbrooinsf indoors

*
Oj><

;casioriaUy,Ahe|wo"uld?runl s
up?tb^theVat-v.

itic,*;th**flooribf hlchIwas fa^f00 tTdecfp]'
with?corn\ InUhe;ear;| toVplay^witheh c his *

ibrothers ijand; sisters. .^; "w"

w V'oVvs"*/V-T"
.•.lri/.the'jlate^ fall5Samuel j'assisteYlr.'itie'-• neighbor'si ghbor's *in> making^ roa'ds:--^ HSs;sm-«rcialfdiversions*iiiciuded*'attcndancc?"at i<

iparing;vbees,^hus kings
Kpclling:;bees^'ipcca^naHy|;he;Twou!dl'
attend r a .town1,rneetin g^or:ah u11ed;c'o ru>

'\u25a0\u0084-.. Kaggers 1 :icquaint:nicc v ii'ivtlic his-
trionic \u25a0; art -'.was "limited"ito,, illo^o'oca"- J

Jsioiial^traveling- ./•show: ;.ltag(?or.s"; sets-;-i..s,' living \̂u25a0.at";the-'fcottohV r\u25a0niillffestalj^

tlished^ at rNorth^Vorhon.^whcre shells/:^asTa-| spinner:' at *$101a{week.v
jDeduct iiigffor/day's forei'on^accountTof^
j!sickness 1!and"^ public! holidays.1"?and| fig-{£
Lufing.i.5 'Z [\u25a0\u25a0 hours Tas Shis £ work;i
|?aggers^ is;?paidfe at»« thelff«tteVbfCj=19i
Icen ts.anvihour,' andihisItotalVannual ;in-

*
:comojis's49o.9s;^vr ;;^::s;7'^;v;;-.w.:;/;;,
•AF°Tv:foodjfor Miimself'Kaggers; spends j
:.on janfayorage q22\ centsn ts50a£day,5,' and $is "\u25a0

:slighUyJuhderfcd^&Hb^lslsomethinglbfj'
ta.% pateiit^S medicine^ fiend^buys few|
;books >but Cmanyg lctters/^i He 3

»is;>iMethbdi3tfan'dSallvnight T£of4th ro»:ro»:
*Maccabees,f In'Swhtchl hei is

'*
insured \ tcvrl

\u2666JSOOiiMrcaso^fjdeathla^d'smaller^-terio-;
Jtits^forjlesser.iafflictionU^Helwiililiiarrit
5|gJnjtoJbiiyihisVownih'ombtat |tli«fag;e'fo r£
H7*«ndiwiUfhaveilt|paid|for|ten?ybars/
'^terJSllHolwiir/dieTAugustpD^iaST.-lofs
jcanccr|and|h Is-wife,lwh6xwill!suryn-e'i
him-'fuurjyears^willlhave^ampleyprbvi-
;sioni;forlher;i'old|ace. J -,

- •
>wS s?® rs fdoesl not*travel'? inuch.vc .'^He :

|aT?^^his;.wife|gbf about gsixty^miles §a^
?y?-al/y'siting|arid|6hv excursions:"?! -il-le-;

',oncelaj year*goes lon<ani excursion -with1

Ihis^fcllc^workinentandSthoir^vvives.^|-Heihas|no]free|libr"aryJihJhls]helshbbf->
*hood.'s|lle tthegtheater/jbuti
« occasionally &hasiwpenetrated;^ intoV?.a.2
vvaude vllle.t-tsHiaP. chance wrof j»Improving3
ShlsJcoriditionilsrUmUeditoithelposslbn^a
« lty'.ofjsomeMay.! earning |sls?a'weelc i.it*'
»^&Theijmore £one lstudles tRaggcrs IthaV
Ibetter j[California glooks .'an'd^tivJ 2nioroh'
\one convinced

",that fSan
-afplace ito;;liyeV:brick '\u25a0'\u25a0

;dust :;anJ?graftinotwithstandin~g.'V :v^ :.;

i>.ComVaresKag-grers'^school^days ?.with :

Uif<jgarKl|^.lio''oxistonoft|•of-Vtli'e'i'maturb;;
,nasg^isli}vith|^li^»iri|C^
igladfyou|werejb?rhtlier^o^
J^The^'CuJjfornia|iUoy^sliaW|hothing^tb"?i
(do>f|but^gfow.tfJspl-ia^in^he\GoldenJ
|4tateJisVnot^^timel6j{rccyperatlonJfroln^
;tlie*:bhills,^chjjblain"s;^frost|!bitesft;and|
other; ;Viccjonipa

;n2m6nts^off:Van»JuiniimTS'
5 seasonjof 3iconvalescence %during^whichi
tyictimsiotjsummer's

-
Heat|.regairi|theirl

iaircngthtfaml^layiin a

:cst< actors, -hear^the/sweetesti singers

fahd« grahdest.miislc|and;;at*tbe; school
ofiexperience < equipIhimself » as {a"dra-

"

fcritic}whose
-opinion V.was '•valu-

lable.'--'^""^ ,C:--z,".-.r^t':-J:: .liv
"'

-•\u25a0-;'J'-' \u25a0'*\u25a0
'

p';.There vare 3some »mean »occupations ;in
iSan*Francisco!; and ?many/;* men)- ,who
\u25a0work Aweary thpurs.t but*:there^ is^not? a
ijLobiiriTall?Ca^ifornia-, quitel so) miserably
,unhcalthyiaSithe^one;atjWhich»Raggers
• wins {the*meager ?pay <on;4whichihe? ex~
iJats."->llasgers,; itiwill-betremembered;
is- a

':splnne'r,.iin;?as(cotton frnjlt.-vwliere:
.thojflpor;>vibrates glike};'a^p

4
erpe.Htal

>arthquake'ahdiwhere;every4inhalatlbh
"ofi|the"Hbreath fluff'shd^dust'
'toVthe^luhg's.~*v" V'~*->"\u25a0-.-\u25a0 :: <r.;-'l''j*V'\'l--i\
% s\Biscon tent \ is£probably-;as^prevalent

\u25a0in^CalUornia'Ta's;;in'vLeesburs >^villasre,
[perhaps -.jnore'w so;v «butrVdiscon tijrit

"'
iin

Leesbur g \is ? aicbronlc^dlsease, |while -
In!

;pie;5process^ ofI*readin&K thei"*Vtojyj*of.
'Raggers arid"iaccepting
'wbrdSfor^lt|:that2.thereV- are*? 7i5p0,©00
:h'eads|of ifii|theiUnited;states
worse ioft;than{Kaggers.TiJVhenYwelrea*-'
\u25a0lizß(th'atfhone^of*them^liyes>fn«Califorv

pay. v,For one"opportunity,that he.en-
Joys ?at ;Leesburg \u25a0( of owning* his own
:home ;heVw-6ulid bay* ten chances here,,and being in'better health .would enjoy
iitjmpr e"f;and * for sailonger C time.' ;.His
horizon .Cwould't expand «? and ;;he:would:Jearn\ ;tornrealize ithat vif*I*eesburs vil-
lage;; Ohio*;ls 'a' sort sof;hnb it.also 13•something of a hole iln;tbe 'ground "a'nti
-thatJtoTsetToh^topJof thaiearth, where JUheJsun\shlnes*:alway3»Cwhere:th«Jout-
?look£is"\ wide fand fair, -one.- must i-com©"to.Californla,.where.;-wlnter cis unknown,
jjWtiere*we;can :assimilate e,vcn fearth

*
.quakes • and'.iwhqre ;tl>e destruction" o£:aTcltj-iby^firei acts merely .as'a spur.
..iJacobs'i picture* la not:a»pleasant onoand, viewed;ffo'm >California," it:la dlffl-J'cult [to'accept ;it

'
a? the.truth." Whoeverthej'middle-Califorrilan, or-middle^ SanFranciscan l'may :be, .wherever

"
he imay

live,-'' Itf,would *be" safer to. assure "
Mr.."Jacobs

-
that «if*he .will ? come -out here

:and :• try/ hi3; system' on -us thai result
of

-
his .-calculations "..will/be 'a ... fairerJm6re"siinsplring

r?picture^than v;tha >one*•he]presents rwhenjhe] revealed the mid-.
-.die? American^ ?Poor*Rasgersti

IYV^b
_ , cJ^ « *-% i«i*>f%y^/"•11*<*** /^*-'V'^ T1i~| J3 TT ***f\I

WHEREIN THE
"AVERAGESAN FRANCISCAN"HAS MUCH THE BESTOF THE"MIDDLEAMERICAN"


